ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY
SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

17th July 2026
Dear Parent and Carers,

A couple of weeks ago, we had our Sports Day. | think you will agree, it was a really lovely
occasion and we were blessed with good weather. The atmosphere was fantastic and
although it was competitive, it was fantastic to see the huge levels of encouragement for all
the children, as they were clapped and cheered round the track. Well done everyone!

On Tuesday and Thursday, we were treated to two fabulous performances of 'It takes
Allsorts' by our Year Six class. Year Six gave a truly amazing performance! We were also so
impressed by the choir of Year Three, Four and Five pupils who sang their hearts out. A
huge thank you to Mrs Brennan for coordinating the production and writing an original
script. Mrs Miller for preparing our performers so well and to Mrs Wallis-Jiang for leading
the singing, with the choir and Year 6. Thank you to all the staff and parents who helped on
the night or behind the scenes. | know lots of parents helped making props and painting
scenery, with Catie Terry at the helm. Particular thanks to Jun, Harue, Abbie, Carrie, Emma,
Rosie, Fran M and Sophia. The props and scenery were brilliant. The children deserve every
accolade for their wonderful performances. Well done Year Six and the KS2 Choir!

The Leavers' Mass was held earlier this morning, it was a very moving service. We will miss
you Year Six, I'm very proud of you.

Many thanks to our wonderful PTA and to all the volunteers who organised events
throughout the year. You've all been wonderful. We also thank the cyclists who rode to
Amsterdam and raised a huge sum of money for the school. Thank you!

| wanted to take this moment to thank all the staff for their hard work and dedication.
Thank you for all your support this year.

Have a fantastic and restful summer. See you in September!

Mr Martin Brannigan
Headteacher



Pupil of the Week Friday 3rd July 2026

Reception — Selene for her wonderful behaviour and listening skills

Year 1 — Hettie for showing great resilience when tackling difficult tasks, approaching challenges with
determination and a positive attitude.

Year 2 — Lucy, for always living out our school values

Year 3 — Mila, for her enthusiasm in English lessons whilst learning about playscripts.

Year 4 — Lucas M - for being a role model to his peers and acting as a peacemaker in the playground
Year 5 — Benicio - for excellent presentation in his essay about Anne Frank

Year 6 — Alexia for working with positivity and focus on the production

Pupil of the Week Friday 10th July 2026

Reception — Gabri for his excellent focus and ideas in RE this week

Year 1 — Dominik for working incredibly hard throughout the entire year across all subjects. He
consistently gives his best effort, is always willing to challenge himself and takes great pride in
producing excellent pieces of work.

Year 2 — Layla, for always challenging herself to do her very best.

Year 3 — Rosie, for always showing great attitudes to her learning across the curriculum and for
persevering when answering challenging questions.

Year 4 — Alice and Lucas for being excellent ambassadors of St Mary Magdalen’s. They will be missed
next year but we wish them the best of luck in their next adventures.

Year 5 — Olivia - for her hard work all year and the excellent progress she has made.

Year 6 — JP for a fantastic attitude and for listening to advice and feedback so well. You have had a
great year!

Pupil of the Week Friday 17th July 2026

Reception — The whole class for a fantastic first year at school!

Year 1 — The whole class -

Year 2 — The Whole Year 2 class, for such a fantastic last week in Year 2 - you are so ready for Year 3!
Year 3 — The whole class - for a fantastic first year in KS2! We are all so proud of you and know you
will continue to shine in Year 4!

Year 4 - The Whole Class - For a fantastic year. They have worked hard and we have had a lot of fun.
Good luck in Year 5.

Year 5 — The whole class - for a great year of learning! Well done everyone!

Year 6 — The Whole Class for an incredible production. We are all so proud of you!

School Diary Dates

Thursday 3rd September - INSET Day school closed

Friday 4th September - INSET Day school closed

Monday 7th September - Autumn Term Begins — 8.40a.m.

Tuesday 8th September - Reception first day of school

Friday 11th September - Open Day Reception 27/28 Stay & Play (2.00-3.00p.m.)
21st-25th September - Year 6 Bikeability

Wednesday 30th September - Year 3 Museum of Richmond

Tuesday 6th October - Open Day Reception 27/28 (9.30-10.30am)

14th-16th October - Year 6 PGL Trip



Tuesday 20th October - Parents’ Evening (3.40-5. 30p.m)
Thursday 22nd October - Parents’ Evening (4.30-6. 30p.m)

26th-30th October - Half Term

Monday 2nd November - INSET Day school closed

The next newsletter will be on Friday 18 September 2026

Nut-Free School

This is a reminder that our school is a Nut-Free
School to ensure the safety of students with severe,
life-threatening allergies. Please do not send any
nuts, nut products (peanut butter, Nutella, pesto),

or items containing nuts in packed lunches or
snacks. Always check packaging labels, as some NO nut
products contain hidden nut traces. Thank you for prOdUCtS

helping keep our school safe.

School News

London Literature Festival.

On Friday 26th June, the London Literature Festival was unable to take place due to the red
hot weather warning. However, some of the authors were able to come to us via Zoom.

Year 5 were able to see Jenny Pearson talk about her book we have been sharing in class:
Shrapnel Boys, inspired by her grandfather’s stories of World War Il in Deptford. They
listened to the air raid siren, saw pictures of air raid shelters and different types of shrapnel
and watched footage of fighter aircraft, as well as listening to Jenny read from the book.
They enjoyed asking Jenny questions about her inspiration for the characters in the book
and her choice of names for them.

Year 1 and 2 enjoyed listening to author Rachel Morrisroe and illustrator Steven Lenton
share their creative ideas and learned about the journey of bringing stories and illustrations
to life. They enthusiastically joined in with a live drawing activity, using their own paper and
pencils to create fantastic illustrations while following Steven's step-by-step guidance. The
event was a wonderful opportunity to inspire a love of reading, writing and drawing. They
were fully engaged throughout the session and loved hearing directly from the author and
illustrator, leaving them feeling motivated to continue creating their own stories and
artwork.



Reception

Reception have had an amazing first year at St Mary Magdalen’s! It has been truly
impressive to see how they have grown in maturity throughout the year. They have made
great friendships and have been so kind to each other. Well done Reception!

Key Stage One

Year 1 and Year 2 Travel Back to Medieval Times!

On Wednesday 24th June, Year 1 and Year 2 stepped back in time as they took part in the
exciting 'The Quest for... Kings, Queens and Castles' workshop, led by the Freshwater
Theatre Company. The children joined the Knight of Knowledge on a memorable journey
into the world of medieval castles. After lowering the drawbridge, crossing the moat and
raising the portcullis, they explored the fascinating features of a castle, including the



gatehouse, battlements and great hall. Along the way, they discovered what life was like for
the significant people who lived and worked in castles and met some famous kings and
gueens from history. There was plenty of adventure as the children bravely ventured into
the dungeons, took part in a lively jousting tournament and even discovered what might
have been served at a medieval feast including swan! Through facilitator-led drama, they
brought history to life by acting out the Legend of the Ogre, learning about the Legend of
King Arthur, reciting regal rhymes and solving castle-themed riddles. The workshop was a
fantastic interactive experience that captured the children's imaginations and deepened
their understanding of medieval history. To celebrate their achievements, every child
graduated from Squire to Knight of Knowledge, proudly earning their place in the noble
order!

Year 1 - Windmills

Year 1 enjoyed a creative and practical activity by designing, decorating and making their
own windmills. After carefully constructing their models, the children tested them to see
how well they worked. First, they used a fan indoors to observe how the blades turned,
before taking their windmills outside to see how they performed in the natural breeze. The
children were excited to compare the results, discussing which designs spun the fastest and
why. This hands-on activity encouraged them to think like engineers, developing their
design, problem-solving and evaluation skills while having lots of fun.

Wi




Year 5

Last week, Year 5 concluded their learning on JIMW Turner with an exhibition to parents of
all of their wonderful work. They have visited Turner’s country house in Twickenham, an
exhibition, Shadowscapes by Libby Heaney, at Orleans Gallery which was inspired by
Turner’s work and also visited the National Gallery where they learnt about Turner’s
famous painting The Fighting Temeraire. They have then taken part in two workshops back
at school led by artists from Turner’s House to produce their own artwork inspired by
Turner. Many thanks to Mrs Black for organising and leading this great project.

Year 6 - KS2 Production

Year 6 and KS2 wowed everybody with their end of year production this week. From the
opening scene to the final encores, they entertained the audience with their outstanding
singing, energetic dancing and confident acting. Their hard work, enthusiasm and teamwork
shone in both performances, making it a wonderful and memorable occasion for all the
pupils and their families and friends. Well done Year 6 - | am so proud of each and every one
of you. A huge thanks to Mrs Brennan, Ms Jiang and all the parents who worked so hard
behind the scenes. Well done to the KS2 choir, who sang beautifully and so confidently in
both performances.




Year 6 Leavers Mass

Year 6 led our Leavers’ Mass today with great maturity and confidence. It was a joyful but
moving and emotional service as the children reflected on their time at St Magdalen’s. It’s
always sad to say goodbye, but we know that Year 6 are ready to spread their wings and fly
off to their next big adventure. Keep in touch Year - we will miss you!

Class of 2026

The Class of 2026 (Abigail, Alexia, Andrew, Arthur, Ava, Cece, Elena, Freddie, Grace, Hailie,
Isobel, JP, Levi, Linda, Lucie, Mason, Nazar, Nico, Shanice, William) wanted a way to say
thank you for everything they will take with them as they leave the school.

This class has especially loved their time as Buddies to the Reception class this year, so they
chose to say thank you by gifting a special place for these special relationships to flourish for
many years to come. The gift was purchased using the funds raised at their Shop Till You
Drop stalls at the Christmas Fair.

Thank you to everyone in the Mary Mags family for helping to make their years here so

special Q)




Art News

Year 2 have been learning about the traditional art of batik, which originated in Java,
Indonesia. Instead of using hot wax, we adapted the technique by using a safer version with
flour paste. They began by creating careful observational drawings of fruit before applying
the batik inspired technique to calico fabric to produce vibrant and colourful fruit artworks.

Sports Day Friday 3rd July 2026

A great time was had by all at our first Sports Day held at Vine Road Recreation Ground.
Many thanks to the PTA for providing refreshments on a hot day and helping with set up.
And many, many, many thanks to NS Sport and especially Hassan for organising all the
fantastic events!




dreams, Deep) Qots.Kind hearts

LS

B
%
§
&
#




House Winners Campion
Well done to Campion - our Sports Day champions!







Competition news:
Congratulations to Georgina and
Anoushka in Year 3 who were
runners up in the Richmond
borough Air Quality poster
competition.

Club News

Little Jazz Stars

'12 Little Jazz Stars cooked up a storm with this performance. It was scrumptious, delicious
and very chocolatey! The King loved his birthday cake! These little chefs had a great time
learning a show in 12 weeks! Come join the fun every Monday! From year 1 to year 6.

iRock

It was an absolute pleasure to host the summer term iRock concert on Wednesday morning,
and to present four wonderful bands before an enthusiastic audience of parents and family.
In the two terms I've been teaching at the school, I've seen each of these children make so
much progress, and the concert this week exhibited that brilliantly.

Opening the show, we had The Golden Rockstars - Charlotte (Y1) singing and Josh (Y2) on
drums, with an excellent cover of George Ezra's Shotgun. This pair work so well together,
keeping time and moving through the different sections of the song perfectly. They played it
brilliantly for our special audience!



Next up we had The Electric Sharks performing another George Ezra track - Green Green
Grass. Pia and Alesia (Y3) lead the way on vocals, whilst Theodore (Y3) held perfect timing
on drums. Ada (Y3) plucked away on guitar and Anoushka (Y3) and Alice (Y2) filled the sound
with beautiful chords on the keyboard. The co-ordination for so many children to play
together from start to finish is truly inspiring, and they smashed their performance!

Then we had The Platinum Cheetahs, playing a cover of One Direction's What Makes You
Beautiful. Callie (Y2) played a great rhythmic part on the keyboard, whilst our three
guitarists - Sadie (Y1), Adam (Y2), Zander (Y2) - kept a strong bassline start to finish. Fergus
(Y2) kept everybody in time from the drumkit, whilst Eva (Y1) would've given Harry Styles a
run for his money leading with her vocals!

Rounding off an amazing concert, we had Taco Gelato, covering Smashmouth's All Star. Joe
(Y5) held to beat superbly on the drum kit, whilst Felix (Y5) played along brilliantly on
electric guitar. A really strong performance to end the show with.




PTA News

All riders made it to Amsterdam on June 26th/27th.

We've raised around £12,250 in total of which 75% (£9,185) will be donated to
the school. We're just recovering the van deposits before arranging to transfer
the money over.

We'd like to thank the school for the wonderful and memorable send-off
before we embarked on that long, hot 100-mile ride to the ferry port. We



could see how much effort the teachers and children made and it was a really
lovely way for us to kick-off the ride!

I'll be organising a final ride to Paris in 2028 before my 3rd and final child,
Harry, leaves the school for secondary education. Hopefully I'll find someone
to pass the baton on to!

Details of the ride are here.
Regards,

Craig & the riders!
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Summer Fair:

It has taken us a little while to say the huge thank you we want to say in
relation to the Mortlake Summer Fair, as there has been such a lot happening
towards the end of term. So here it is: A HUGE thank you to all those who
helped to make the Mortlake Summer Fair such a wonderful event this year. It
was such a lot of fun, from the amazing animal encounters and exciting
inflatables, to the fabulous food and drink (that Pimm's was perfect) and
beautiful singing from our school choir. To all those who joined us to enjoy the
fair, donated, helped with prize gathering, magazine production and
distribution, outside stall co-ordination, and volunteered for set up, clear up
and manning the stalls on the day, thank you! It couldn't have happened


https://sites.google.com/view/amsterdam-ride/home/sponsorship

without each and every one of you. We did spot particularly extra effort from
Nic and Adelina (both Year 3 Mums) manning the kitchen from 12 until 3 and
Nick Hubbard (Year 6 Dad) putting in a double stint on the bar.

We'd like to say an extra thank you to our sponsors, Handyman Station (who
were also on hand with long ladders to help with putting up bunting), Carter
Jonas (who gave free tote bags for people to take home their winnings and
purchases) and FunFest Richmond.

We made a fantastic £8,675 for our school from the fair and the brochures,
which will go a long way to supporting our school by providing the equipment,
resources and materials that make it the special place that it is and give our
children such a well-rounded learning experience.

Our list of prize winners is as follows:

Blackbeard's Bounty (Pirate Treasure): Veronica (Y4), Lochie (Year 1), Leia
(Year 5) and Noah (Year 4)

Golf: Stanley (Year 4) with an impressive score of 275.

Raffle:

NS Sport holiday club voucher - Isobel (Year 2)

NSSport voucher Free term of after school club - Holly Pelham
The Ginger Pig 24 sausage box - Joe (Year 5)

Russell Gallery £250 voucher - (phone number given only on ticket stub -
contacted separately)

Athena London £100 voucher - Arlo Frost

Grilandia Meal for 2 - The Heyland family

The Garage Studio Pilates Class Voucher - Alex Westfield Connelly
The Victoria Pub 2 course meal with wine voucher - Levi (Year 6)
Handyman Station voucher - Orlando (Year 2)

Bockett's Farm 2 person entry - Lucy Agnew

Hare & Hounds £50 voucher - Holly Pelham

Lea & Sandeman bottle of Bordeaux - Rory (Year 4)

CJR Interiors cushions - Evelyn Lee

Virgin Active 1 day Family Pass - Nazar

Any raffle prizes that have not yet been claimed are being stored in the school
office.



Community News
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Celebrating 100 years - Family fun at The Poppy Factory this summer!

We’'re excited to be hosting two Family Activity Days and a Summer Art Competition at The
Poppy Factory in Richmond this summer.

Back by popular demand, children, young people, parents, and carers are invited to enjoy
two fun-filled mornings of engaging activities. Explore our unique history, through our
interactive exhibition, take part in a treasure hunt and get creative with poppy-making!

11 August: 10AM - 12PM



https://www.poppyfactory.org/event/activity-morning-11-august/

25 August: 10AM - 12PM
Suitable for ages 7 to 10, these fun-filled mornings will include children's crafts and poppy

making, at the affordable price of £5 per adult (adults can bring up to two children for free).
Summer Art Competition

As part of our centenary celebrations, we’re inviting members of the public of all ages and
abilities to create a piece of artwork inspired by our history, location, people, mission or
impact. We'd love to see your interpretation of what The Poppy Factory means to you.



https://www.poppyfactory.org/event/activity-morning-25-august/

THE POPPY FACTORY

SUMMER

ART COMPETITION

To celebrate 100 years of The Poppy Factory
in Richmond, we’re inviting you to create

a piece of artwork inspired by a century of
employment support for the Armed Forces
community.

You might find inspiration in our history,
our unigue location, our people or our
work today.

Whether you’re a professional artist,
hobbyist, student, or if you enjoy making art

for fun, we'd love to see your interpretation
of what The Poppy Factory means to you.

OPEN TO ALL AGES
ALL STYLES/MEDIUMS WELCOME

DEADLINE: 7 SEPTEMBER 2026

The competition is free to enter and open
to all ages and abilities. Select artworks
will be shown in our visitor centre in
September and the winning entries in

the adult and under-16 entries will be
announced at the end of September, to
remain on display at The Poppy Factory.

To enter, please send a photo of your com-
pleted artwork to visit@poppyfactory.org
with your name, age, email address and
phone number.

THE
POPPY

FACTORY Registared charity: 225348
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Need inspiration? Join one of our summer

I discovery sessions or family activity
| mornings. Book tickets and see competition

details at poppyfactory.org/visit



ot The Poppy Factory

Richmond upon Thames
poppyfactory.org/discoverydays

Family activities, Aug 11 and 25 Cakes and refreshments

£5 adult tickets with 2 kids free Treasure hunt
Get creative and make a poppy i0am to 12pm, ages 7+




