
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                        NEWSLETTER 
 

22nd May 2026 
 
Dear Parent and Carers, 
 

Firstly, well done to Year 6 for working so hard during SATs week - you were all amazing.  
Well done to the Year 6 team for supporting you so well. 
 

Well done also to Year 1 for your assembly last Friday, it was great to see your journey so far 
and to see how much you have learned. There were quite a few tears in the parents’ eyes as 
they looked on with pride at how much you have achieved. Brilliant job Year 1. 
 

On Wednesday, the choir sang at the Rose Theatre, performing in front of hundreds of 
people. Your singing was absolutely amazing. You were all amazing! Thank you to Mrs Jiang 
for preparing the children so well and for all her dedication and passion. The music 
standards at our school are second to none because of all your enthusiasm which 'rubs off' 
on the children. 
 

I want to take a moment to express my heartfelt thanks to every member of our school 
community for the energy, talent, and dedication which makes St Mary Mags such an 
exceptional place to learn and grow: 
 

To our children — thank you for your enthusiasm, creativity, and commitment. Whether 
you’ve been working hard in class to produce such amazing work, or representing the school 
in sporting or musical events, your achievements continue to make us proud. 

To our parents and carers — your unwavering support and encouragement are the 
foundation of our children' s success. We are deeply grateful for the role you play in 
nurturing their growth and in strengthening our school community. 

To our staff — thank you for your tireless efforts, your passion for education, and your care 
for every child. Your work behind the scenes and in the classroom is what brings these 
stories of success to life. 

As we head into the half-term break, I hope everyone finds time to rest, recharge, and 
reflect on the many successes of this term. I am immensely proud of all that has been 
achieved. 

Have a great half-term. 

Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 



Pupil of the Week Friday 15th May 2026 
 
Reception – Evelyn - for a great start at our school 
Year 1 – The whole class for a great assembly performance. You worked very hard to learn your lines 
and it was wonderful to see you present them so confidently to your parents and the rest of the 
school.  You have been so brave, smiley and courageous and you did all your best.  
Year 2 – Arlo, for being such a kind, supportive and positive member of our class family. 
Year 3 – Eliza for making excellent progress in English lessons, thinking carefully about her choice of 
vocabulary and varying her sentence openers. Well done! 
Year 4 – Veronica -for her hard work to improve her soundcheck score on Times Tables Rockstars.  
Year 5 – Abby - for great results in our Maths assessments and for always reading aloud expressively 
with good intonation.   
Year 6 – The Whole Class for having a positive attitude and working hard during SATs week. 
 

Pupil of the Week Thursday 21st May 2026 
 
Reception – Anaya for fantastic effort when writing  
Year 1 – Maria for always listening carefully in class, trying your best in every lesson, and producing 
work of an excellent standard. This week, your fantastic report about London impressed us all!  
Year 2 – Alice, for asking thoughtful questions and showing a wonderful love of learning 
Year 3 –Leo for always contributing to our class discussions and being an active participant  
Year 4 – Luke for his enthusiasm when performing and writing poetry.  
Year 5 – Rosie - for always thinking carefully about her work and presenting her work very well 
Year 6 – Cece for being a caring and compassionate friend.  
 
 

School Diary Dates 

 

Friday 22nd May - INSET Day - School Closed 

25th-29th May - Half Term 

 

Tuesday 2nd June - Y2 Biodiversity Barnes Common 

Wednesday 3rd June - Borough Sports (selected students) 

Wednesday 3rd June - CAFOD assemblies (all year groups) and workshops for Year 1, 3 and 5 

Thursday 4th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 5th June - Reception Class Assembly 9a.m. 

Wednesday 10th June - Year 3 Freshwater Theatre Geography workshop 

Thursday 11th June- Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 6 

Thursday 11th June - Y5 Turner’s exhibition set up workshop in school 

Friday 12th June - RMT Music Concert for Parents (Piano & Recorder) 2.15p.m. 

Saturday 13th June - Y3 Holy Communion 

Monday 15th June - Year 4 Bluescapes Workshop  

Thursday 18th & 25th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Thursday 18th June - Year 1 Hampton Summer Sports Gala (selected children)  

Friday 19th June - INSET Day school closed 

Saturday 20th June - Summer Fair (12-4p.m.) at school 

Wednesday 24th June - Year 1 Quest for Kings, Queens and Castles- Freshwater Theatre  

Thursday 25th June - Year 4 Battle of the Books (selected students) 



Friday 26th June - Send Off Bike Ride to Amsterdam - Time TBC  

Friday 26th June - Year 1-6 London Literature Festival Events 

Friday 26th June - Primary Engineers Celebration Day @ Glaziers Hall (selected students Y3 &Y5) 

Wednesday 1st July - Year 6 transition day - Kingston Schools 

Monday 6th July - Year 6 transition day - Richmond Schools 

Thursday 2nd, 9th & 16th July - Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 3rd July - Sports Day - Vine Park - Children go home after this event 

Thursday 9th July - Stay and Play Reception 2026/2027 (2-3p.m.) 

Friday 10th July - Sports Day (reserve dates) Vine Park - Children go home after this event 

Tuesday 14th July - Year 6 Production (time tbc) 

Wednesday 15th July - iRock Concert 

Thursday 16th July - Year 6 Production (time tbc) 

Friday 17th July - Last day of term school closes 1p.m. 

Monday 20th July - INSET Day school closed 

  

The next newsletter will be on Friday 12th June 2026 

 

 

School News 
 
KS2 Choir - Rose Theatre - Wednesday 20th May 2026 

On 20th May, our Junior Choir delivered a truly outstanding performance at the Richmond 
Music Trust Singing Festival, held at the Rose Theatre, Kingston.  

The children joined voices with hundreds of pupils from across the borough to perform four 
“Big Songs” — Wake Me Up, Stop Crying Your Heart Out, Never Give Up, and Never Forget. 
Singing together as part of such a large ensemble was a powerful and memorable 
experience. 

A particular highlight of the evening was the opportunity to collaborate with pupils from 
other local schools. Together, they performed two partner songs — Pompeii and Naughty 
(from Matilda the Musical) — creating a powerful and joyful shared musical experience. It 
was wonderful to see the children engaging with others, listening carefully, and contributing 
to a larger combined sound. 

The atmosphere in the theatre was vibrant and uplifting, and the children rose to the 
occasion, performing with energy and commitment throughout. Their dedication in 
rehearsals truly paid off, and it was a pleasure to see them shining on such a special stage. 

We are incredibly proud of all the KS2 Junior choir members for their hard work, focus, and 
enthusiasm, and for representing the school so beautifully. 

 
“Ms Jiang, thank you so much for all the hard work, patience, and dedication you have put 
into preparing them so beautifully. It is clear how much time, care, and passion you invest in 
every child, and the results were visible throughout the entire performance. More 



importantly, beyond teaching them songs and music, you have helped instil in them a 
genuine love of music and the confidence to express themselves. That is such a precious gift 
for children to carry with them. You have done an amazing job, and the school is truly lucky 
to have a music teacher like you. Your enthusiasm and encouragement clearly inspire the 
children, and this performance was a reflection of everything you do for them every day. 
Thank you for all your effort, support, and kindness, and for creating such a memorable 
evening for all the families. It was a joy to watch, and we are all incredibly grateful for 
everything you have done.” (Year 4 parent) 

 

 

 
 
Year 1 
 
On Friday 15th May, Year 1 proudly presented their class assembly all about their learning 
journeys throughout the year so far. The children spoke with great confidence as they 
shared everything they have learned, how much they have grown, and the many ways they 
have improved since the start of the year. It was wonderful to see the children reflecting so 
positively on their achievements and celebrating all of their hard work. Their enthusiasm, 
confidence, and determination truly shone through, making it a fantastic assembly for 
everyone who attended. We could not be more proud of Year 1 and all they have 
accomplished this year. Well done, Year 1! 



 

Year 1 - Measuring in Maths  

In Year 1 Maths, we have been learning how to use a ruler to measure objects carefully. We 
explored how to line up objects at zero and count the centimetres to find their length. We 
practised measuring lots of different classroom items, including pencils, books, cubes, and 
toys. We also compared objects to decide which were longer, shorter, taller, or smaller. The 
children worked hard to improve their measuring skills and remembered to use rulers 
accurately. We enjoyed taking part in practical activities and games that helped us become 
confident mathematicians. Well done, Year 1, for your fantastic learning and careful 
measuring! 

 

Year 1 Barnes Common 
 
On Monday 18th May, Year 1 had a fantastic trip to Barnes Common, where they explored 
the meadow and woods to identify plants and insects. The children found and named a 
variety of plants, including daisies, buttercups, clover, oak trees, and silver birch trees. They 
also enjoyed a bug hunt using magnifying jars and were fascinated to observe wildlife up 
close — especially an ant eating an aphid! After listening to the story Finding Wild, they 
enjoyed an art activity. The children finished their day with a picnic and time in the 
playground. What a wonderful outdoor learning adventure! 



 
 
Year 2 
 
On Wednesday 20th May Y2 took part in a Great Fire of London Workshop.    We 
journeyed back in time to 1666, stepping into the sights and sounds of one of the 
most dramatic moments in the history of London!  We were able to use our 
imagination and ingenuity as we took on roles and learnt about this important 
historical event, debating the rebuilding of the city in this interactive drama 
workshop as we met Mary Porter and heard an eyewitness account of the fire.  We 
also visited Thomas Farriner’s bakery in Pudding Lane and actually became the fire 
itself as it spread! 
 

 



Year 3 - Barnes Common 

On Monday 18th May, Year 3 enjoyed their third session at Barnes Common. Upon arrival, 
the children explored the common and created tally charts to record the different coloured 
plants and wildlife they spotted. Back together as a class, the children shared their findings, 
with some even converting their data into fractions! 

The children were then challenged to identify a variety of leaves using identification sheets, 
spotting species such as oak, cherry, silver birch and chestnut trees. They also took part in a 
flower dissection activity, carefully dissecting a buttercup and identifying the different parts 
of the flower, including the stamen, sepal, pistil and petals. This gave the children a fantastic 
opportunity to explore plant structure more closely and develop their scientific vocabulary. 

To finish the session, everyone took part in an exciting bug hunt, using magnifying jars to 
observe wildlife up close. Highlights included discovering a spider carrying her eggs and 
spotting a giant moth. The children loved sharing their discoveries with one another and 
showed great curiosity and enthusiasm throughout the afternoon. 

A big thank you to Paddy for leading such an engaging session and to the parent volunteers 
who accompanied us on the trip. 

 
Year 5 
 

This morning, Year 5 worked collaboratively with visiting artist Stuart Simler to create five 
stunning, Turner-inspired landscapes.  During the workshop, the children applied and 
refined techniques, including colour mixing with acrylic paints and sublime using bristle 
brushes.   
 
This workshop is part of our ongoing Turner in Twickenham Exhibition.  The final collection 
will be ready for Year 5 parents to view after half term (date to be confirmed).  We look 
forward to welcoming you to see their incredible work! 
 

 
 
 



Year 6  
 
SATs 

 
A huge well done to Year 6 
for approaching their KS2 
SATs with focus, 
determination and a very 
positive attitude. We are 
so proud of all your hard 
work this year and how 
enthusiastic you have been 
to show off your learning. 
Very well done.  
 
 
 
 

Film screening event 
On Tuesday 19th May, Year 6 were visited by filmmakers Damian Daniel and 
Noella Mingo. They held a special screening of their documentary - ‘Fearless’, a 
film which documents and celebrates the lives of six older women who moved 
to Britain at a young age. We were very lucky to also be visited by Anne, who 
features in the film and who was a dinner lady at St Mary Magdalen’s in the 
1970s. The children hugely enjoyed the film and enjoyed asking the filmmakers 
and Anne questions. A huge thank you to Damian, Noella, Anne and Justin 
Edgar for helping to organise this very special event.  
 
PTA News  

PTA Dates for Diary: 

Friday 5th June – Mufti Day - Chocolate Tombola Prizes (Be Cool: Wear Shades and Sunhats)   

Friday 5th June - Year 4 Cake Sale 

Friday 12th June - Year 5 Cake Sale 

Saturday 20th June - Summer Fair (12-4p.m.) at school 

Friday 26th June - London to Amsterdam Cyclists - Breakfast Send Off (time TBC) 

Friday 26th June - Year 6 Cake Sale  

 
 
 



St Mary Magdalen Church  
 
Invite from Fr Adrian to raise funds for the church organ. 
 
Thank you 
 

 



Community News 
 
PS May half term 
 

PowerStation Youth Centre is coming through with a full lineup for young people aged 8–19 

 

From football @afc_dickerage to baking, dance to going to visit friends @afc_nostraightanswer — 

plus your favourites like B-Line, TEKKERS and Junior Club… And the best part? It’s all free. 

 

Pull up, bring your friends, try something new or just come for the vibes Friday 22 – Saturday 30 

May. Don’t be the one hearing about it after. 

 

#PowerStation #YouthClub #HalfTerm #RichmondYouth #FreeActivities #CommunityVibes 

 

PowerStation Youth Centre, 121a Mortlake High Street, Mortlake, SW14 8SN 

 

Flyer here.  
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B-Line paid to perform 

 
Can you sing, rap or perform spoken word? You can get paid to perform  Whether you’re a seasoned 

artist just starting out, B-Line is the opportunity to showcase your talent and earn an income. 

 
Our stage is waiting for you! 

 
Embrace your passion, hone your craft, and jump on our stage. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnFeqgRoAu2DhDkmk58uG4v9JhKkuOM1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnFeqgRoAu2DhDkmk58uG4v9JhKkuOM1/view?usp=sharing


 
PowerStation Youth Centre, 121a Mortlake High Street, Mortlake, SW14 8SN 

 
Poster here.  
 
Fun-filled junior activities at our sports centres 

 
Our 4 Borough Sports Centres in Teddington, East Sheen, Hampton and Whitton offer a range of 

activities for your children to enjoy. 

 
Term time activities cater for a mix of ages and include Gymnastics, Karate, Badminton, Judo, Boxing, 

Junior Gym and Fitness and more. 

 
View our junior activity programmes online: 

● Teddington Sports Centre 

● Shene Sports and Fitness Centre 

● Hampton Sports and Fitness Centre 

● Whitton Sports and Fitness Centre 

Wondering how to entertain your children this half term? Our centres offer casual pay and play sports 

including tennis, badminton, squash, table tennis and pickleball. 

 
Sign your children up to a Junior Pay as you Go Membership and enjoy half price junior court hire 

during holidays and at weekends! 

 
Soft play drop-in sessions also available for under 5’s this half term at Whitton and Teddington. 

 
We hope to see you soon. 

Sport & Fitness Services 

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

leisure@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk  
 
Community BlueScapes fair - Free flood resilience event in Barnes 

 
Join us for the Community BlueScapes Fair - a free, family-friendly event that celebrates water, 

nature and community wellbeing in our local area. 

  

Saturday 20 June 

10am - 1pm 

OSO Arts Centre, Barnes, London, SW13 0LF 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZFYAS11vJaBeDHQjG9Pjw1Xy_X2xn_It/view?usp=sharing
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/teddington-sports-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/shene-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/hampton-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/whitton-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/pay_as_you_go_memberships


The fair will feature a range of engaging stalls and hands-on experiences, including children's nature-

based activities, as well as an opportunity to learn about the Community BlueScapes flood resilience 

programme. 

  

Visitors can:  

● Discover practical ways to reduce flood risk in your local area 

● Find out more about local Community BlueScapes projects and future plans, with 

opportunities to share your views 

● Take part in fun, wildlife-inspired crafts for children and families 

● Learn how to prepare for, respond to, and recover from flooding 

● Explore how sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) help to manage and reduce flood risk 

● Plus, the first 100 attendees will receive a free cupcake! 

This is a drop-in event - no booking required. You are welcome to register your interest via the 

Eventbrite or just drop in during the event.  
 
Support for households with sudden money problems 

 
If your household is on a low income and experiences sudden money problems, you could be eligible 

for support through the Department of Work and Pensions’ new Crisis and Resilience Fund. The fund 

can help people with emergency payments to cover essential costs, as well as support to stay out of 

crisis long term. To find out more, including eligibility details and how to apply, please visit the 

Kingston Council website or call 020 8547 5000 if you need help to submit your application. The 

previous Household Support Fund, which provided means-tested free school meal holiday vouchers, 

has now closed. 

 
To find out more about wider help and support available, please visit Kingston Council’s cost of 

living webpages.   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-bluescapes-fair-tickets-1988625876529?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-bluescapes-fair-tickets-1988625876529?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/crisis-and-resilience-fund
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/crisis-and-resilience-fund
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/cost-living-support-and-advice
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/cost-living-support-and-advice

