
  ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 
                                        NEWSLETTER 
 

24th April 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
A huge welcome back to the summer term and I hope that you've had a lovely, restful time 
with your families during the Easter break. 
 

Last Friday, the school was treated to a wonderful class assembly from Year 3. They told us 
all about life's important journeys and delivered their lines with such confidence. Well done 
Year 3! 
 

Well done to Year 5 for leading our Whole School Mass today, the singing was amazing as 
well. 
 

I hope you have a great weekend, enjoy the sunshine! 
 
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
Pupil of the Week Friday 17th April 2026 
 
Reception –  
Year 1 – Eva, for her outstanding effort and achievement in writing. 
Year 2 – Latoya, for great listening and producing high quality work 
Year 3 – The whole class for leading a fantastic class assembly. You spoke clearly and sang 
beautifully! 
Year 4 – James, for his enthusiasm across the curriculum and using accurate vocabulary in maths  
Year 5 – Cristiano - for always working with a positive attitude and enthusiasm to improve his work. 
Year 6 – Abigail for working hard across the curriculum, demonstrating a love of learning and doing 
so with focus, perseverance and a great sense of humour!  
 

Pupil of the Week Friday 24th April 2026 
 
Reception –  
Year 1 – Elsie - for excellent improvement in reading and writing. You have worked incredibly hard 
and shown wonderful resilience in all your efforts. 
Year 2 – the whole class for exemplary behaviour during our visits to Fulham Palace and St Paul’s 
School this week 



Year 3 – Raina - for making excellent progress in her written work. Raina joins her writing beautifully 
and presents her work neatly across the curriculum. Your work is always a joy to read! 
Year 4 – Evie, for her excellent writing of a descriptive scene with multiple clause sentences, varied 
sentence starters and beautiful handwriting.  
Year 5 – Isaac - for working with great effort and enthusiasm across the curriculum. 
Year 6 – Mason for showing a fantastic attitude to school: you have worked hard in every lesson, 
have taken on feedback and asked for help when needed. As a result, you produced some 
outstanding work Mason. 
 
 

School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 27th April - Year 5 Jubilee Gardens river sketching  

Wednesday 29th April - Reception School Visit - New Parents 26/27 

Thursday 30th April - Swimming lessons Year 3 & 4  

Thursday 30th April - Year 5 Turner’s House visit 

  

Friday 1st May - Praying the Rosary (Y2 and KS2) 

Monday 4th May – Bank Holiday – School closed 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 3 Freshwater Theatre onsite Geography workshop 

Wednesday 6th May - Year 1 Wetlands Centre Trip 

Wednesday 6th May - Parents' Welcome Evening (Reception 26/27) 

Thursday 7th May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

Friday 8th May - Year 2 Class Assembly 9a.m. 

11th-14th May - SATs Week 

Thursday 14th May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

Friday 15th May - Year 1 Class Assembly 9a.m. 

Friday 15th May - iRock swapped days due to SATs  

Monday 18th May - Year 1 and Year 3 Trip to Barnes Common  

Wednesday 20th May - Y2 Great Fire of London Workshop 

Wednesday 20th May -Year 2 Freshwater Theatre Great Fire of London  

Wednesday 20th May - Junior Choir Rose Theatre Kingston RMT 

Thursday 21st May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 6 

Thursday 21st May - Y5 on-site artists workshop Turner exhibition 

 

Friday 22nd May - INSET Day - School Closed 

 

25th-29th May - Half Term 

 

Tuesday 2nd June - Y2 Biodiversity Barnes Common 

Wednesday 3rd June - Borough Sports (selected students) 

Wednesday 3rd June - CAFOD assemblies (all year groups) and workshops for Year 1, 3 and 5 

Thursday 4th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 5th June - Reception Class Assembly 9a.m. 

Wednesday 10th June - Year 3 Freshwater Theatre Geography workshop 

Thursday 11th June- Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 6 



Friday 12th June - Year 3 Richmond Synagogue Trip 

Saturday 13th June - Y3 Holy Communion 

Thursday 18th & 25th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 19th June - INSET Day school closed 

Thursday 25th June - Y4 Battle of the Books (selected students) 

Friday 26th June - Year 1-6 London Literature Festival Events  

Friday 26th June - Primary Engineers Celebration Day @ Glaziers Hall (selected students Y3 &Y5) 

Wednesday 1st July - Year 6 transition day - Kingston Schools 

Monday 6th July - Year 6 transition day - Richmond Schools 

Thursday 2nd, 9th & 16th July - Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 3rd July - Sports Day - Vine Park 

Friday 10th July - Sports Day (reserve dates) Vine Park 

Tuesday 14th July - Year 6 Production (time tbc) 

Thursday 16th July - Year 6 Production (time tbc) 

Friday 17th July - Last day of term school closes 1p.m. 

Monday 20th July - INSET Day school closed 

 

The next newsletter will be on Friday 8th May 2026 

 

School News 
 
Burton Mausoleum 
The charity Habitats and Heritage have completed their renovation of Sir Richard Burton’s 
Mausoleum in the cemetery of St Mary Magdalen church.  On Thursday 23rd April, Tharik Hussain 
from Habitats and Heritage invited each class from year 2 to year 6 to be some of the first people to 
enter the mausoleum and learn about all the artefacts inside since it was closed almost 70 years ago. 
 
https://habitatsandheritage.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/burton-mausoleum/ 
 

 

 

https://habitatsandheritage.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/burton-mausoleum/


Reception News 
Reception have been learning about Pentecost in RE. They learned how the Holy Spirit visited Jesus’ 

friends and spread the good news. They thought about how the spirit came as a great wind and 

tongues of fire. They acted out the fire and wind using fabric.  

 

   
 

Year 1 News 

On Wednesday 22nd April, our Year 1 children took part in an exciting Weather and Seasons 

workshop filled with fun, learning, and creativity. Throughout the session, the children explored the 

four seasons in detail. They learned about the different types of weather we experience during each 

season and discussed which clothes are suitable to wear to stay comfortable. They also discovered 

which months belong to each season, helping to build their understanding of the yearly cycle. They 

also explored hibernation, acting out animals going to sleep and waking up, and guessing which 

animals were still hibernating. Through drama, the children acted out what happens in each season. 

A highlight was helping Wilbur the Cat and Winnie the Witch, who had muddled up the seasons with 

a spell! The children worked together to fix the spell, using their knowledge of seasons to help put 

everything back in the right order. We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and teamwork shown 

by all the children. To celebrate their achievements, every child was awarded a Science Certificate. 

Well done, Year 1! 

 



Year 2 News 

 

On Tuesday 21st April Y2 went to Fulham Palace for a Plants Workshop.  In our groups firstly, we 

sorted some seeds in petri dishes.   Next, we labelled the different parts of a plant.  Then we did a 

short mime about the different things that people who used to live at Fulham Palace would have 

used plants for, for example to make medicine.  Finally, we got to walk through the palace grounds 

to identify different plants and herbs.  We planted our own seeds and bought them back to school 

and can’t wait to see what grows!  As we walked back through the palace grounds we had our 

photograph taken in front of the 200 year old wisteria in the walled gardens and saw some chickens 

that live there.  Harriet - our teacher at Fulham Palace - made the day really fun! 

 

    
  

 

On Wednesday 22nd April Y2 were delighted to attend the inaugural Words and Wonders author 

event at St Paul’s School.  It was amazing to get up close to the authors and ask them questions 

about their writing process and books that they like.  After that we got to have a session with Paul 

Coomey as he demonstrated how he gets ideas for his writing and shapes them into a really exciting 

story – we are certainly going to try that in Y2.  We then had a session with Alex Milway who told us 

how he came up with the story, Flamingo Hotel, and sang us a song about it.  He then showed us 

how to draw a couple of the illustrations from the book which we now have on display in our 

classroom!  Finally, we each got to take home our own personal copy of “Flamingo Hotel”, a gift to 

each of us from Alex Milway! 

 

Click link below to view a video: 

https://youtu.be/XSr-7RnApzs 

 

    
  

Year 3 News 

On Wednesday 22nd April, Year 3 visited Orleans House Gallery, where they explored the exhibition 

All The Things: Exploring play and imagination across generations. The children sketched from 

https://youtu.be/XSr-7RnApzs


observation, created collagraph prints in a workshop, and made their own mini sketchbooks. We 

ended the day with a lovely picnic in the gardens. 

 

 
 

Year 4 News 

Year 4 are thoroughly enjoying their new topics Rivers and Living Things and Their Habitats. It has 

been a great opportunity for independent research. We have been looking at the local areas and 

how environments are being impacted by climate change. More information about our trip to the 

Wetland Centre to follow in the next newsletter.  

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have begun their art topic about JMW Turner - “The Painter of Light”.  We have lots of 

exciting events lined up including sketching ‘en plein air’ at Jubilee Gardens, where Turner did his 

sketches and visiting Turner’s House.  We will be creating our very own exhibition in the art room 

(date for Year 5 parents to be announced).  In addition, Year 5 will use their knowledge of video 

editing in computing lessons to create presentations about Turner.   



 

 
Mortlake Terrace: Early Summer Morning, JMW Turner, 1826       

Sketchbook - Nawal  

 

Year 6 News 

 

Well done to Abigail, Alexia, Ava and Elena for 

completing the Latymer Upper School Debating 

Programme. Over the Spring term, these Year 6 pupils 

have attended weekly sessions at Latymer Upper, 

learning the skills required to confidently and expertly 

debate a variety of contemporary issues. The programme 

ended with a debating competition in front of parents 

and Latymer Upper staff and pupils. Well done girls for 

taking part in this valuable and exciting programme; you 

have learnt some fantastic skills to take onto secondary 

school with you.  

 

 

 
 
 
Nut-Free School 
 

This is a reminder that our school is a Nut-Free School 
to ensure the safety of students with severe, life-
threatening allergies. Please do not send any nuts, nut 
products (peanut butter, Nutella, pesto), or items 
containing nuts in packed lunches or snacks. Always 
check packaging labels, as some products contain 
hidden nut traces. Thank you for helping keep our 
school safe.  

 

 
 



PTA News  
 
PTA Dates for Diary  
  
Friday 1st May - Break the Rules Day   
Friday 1st May - Reception Cake Sale  
Friday 8th May - Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 15th May – Mufti Day: Nearly New and Gifts Donations (Wear whatever makes you 
happy)   
Friday 15th May - Year 2 Cake Sale 
Thursday 21st May - Mufti Day: Bottle Donations (Happy Holidays: Wear holiday finest)  
Thursday 21st May - Year 3 Cake Sale 
Friday 5th June – Mufti Day - Chocolate Tombola Prizes (Be Cool: Wear Shades and Sunhats)   
Friday 5th June - Year 4 Cake Sale  
Friday 12th June - Year 5 Cake Sale  
Saturday 20th June - Summer Fair (12-4p.m.) at school 
Friday 26th June - London to Amsterdam Cyclists - Breakfast Send Off (time TBC) 
Friday 26th June - Year 6 Cake Sale  
  

Community News 
 
Places available on two parenting groups starting next term in Kingston 

 

There are places available on free parenting groups which will be starting soon, next term in 

the Kingston borough. 

 

Teen Life for parents and carers of children aged 10-16 years with a diagnosis of Autism, 6 

week course held on Thursday evenings in Chessington term time only. 

 

The Parenting Puzzle, for parents and carers of children up to 12 years of age, 10 week 

course held on Tuesday mornings in Chessington term time only with a creche available. 

 

Please see attached posters for more information about each group. Please contact Karen 

Williams for further information. 

 

Parents and Carers - we need your views 

 

Are you a parent or carer with a baby, child or young person who is using or has used the 

health visiting or school health service in The Royal Borough of Kingston? 

 

We are working with the Institute of Health Visiting and need your views to help develop 

the service in the future.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e0QiGeunVvrzni6qxVQZLCsyFvtXD_vg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-gYwLz9FAfDA7ApuJjPPuBSTkDxq5i8C/view?usp=sharing


So - have your voice heard by completing a short online survey to help us understand your 

experiences and needs. 

 

Take the survey here. 

 

The survey does not ask you for any personal information and your answers will be 

confidential. If you would like help to complete the survey, please ask staff at your local 

family hub/children’s centre. 

 

New reuse and repair hub, The Fixery has officially opened 

 

The Fixery is a community repair and reuse hub, welcoming residents to repair, reuse and 

swap items, helping them reduce waste, save money and strengthen community 

connections. 

 

You can: 

● Repair it – Repair bicycles, clothing or small electrical items 

● Swap it – Swap clothes and refresh your wardrobe 

● Refill it – Refill your empty household cleaning and laundry products 

● Purchase pre-loved teddy bears or small craft materials – Fabrics, buttons, ribbons 

and more 

● Connect with others – Sit and relax at our on-site café with delicious coffee available 

for purchase 

Please note that these are expected services but not guaranteed every day. 

 

Opening times: 

Open Fridays and Saturdays, 11am to 4pm. All services will incur a small fee or expected 

donation. 

 

The Fixery is located at Grove Gardens Chapel, Grove Gardens Chapel, Lower Grove Road, 

Richmond upon Thames, TW10 6HP. 

 

Read more here. 

 

Space2grieve - free year-round bereavement support for families  

 

Local bereavement charity, space2grieve is on hand, during both term time and school 

holidays, to provide free bereavement support for families living in the borough of 

Richmond.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/52VHS8D
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/news/press_office/campaigns_and_events/climate_emergency/the_fixery


When a significant person in a child’s life has died, parents and carers can feel overwhelmed 

and uncertain how best to support their children as often they are grieving themselves. In a 

Parenting Through Grief session, our experienced specialist bereavement supporters 

provide parents and carers with a space to talk it through, as well as key information and 

resources, so that they feel better equipped to help their grieving children. For children and 

young people, support is in the form of one-on-one sessions either in school or at our 

welcoming space at the ETNA Community Centre in Twickenham. The sessions are free, and 

available via self-referral.  

For further information: 

space2grieve.org.uk 

0751 937 6363 

Or email  cypsupport@space2grieve.org.uk 

 

Richmond Music Trust - Guitar Lesson & Drum Day 

 

 

http://space2grieve.org.uk/
mailto:cypsupport@space2grieve.org.uk


 
 

 


