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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

12th June 2026
Dear Parent and Carers,

Well done to Reception, your class assembly today was exceptional. | am so proud of each
and every one of you. You sang your hearts out and delivered your lines with poise and
confidence. You've had an amazing year and it has been great to see how much you have
grown. Thank you to all the parents for attending.

Good luck to all the children in Year 3 and other year groups, who will make their First Holy
Communion this Saturday. | know you have worked really hard to prepare for Saturday by
attending additional classes. We also have children being received into the church for the
first time. Many thanks to Father Adrian and Mrs El Khoury for preparing the children for
their special day.

Well done to the children in Year 1 for completing their Phonics Screening tests this week. It
was great to see how relaxed and confident you were!

Well done also for all the children who performed in the music assembly on Friday, you
were all amazing!

Finally, a quick reminder that the Summer Fair is fast approaching, on Saturday 20th June.
Have a fantastic weekend.

Mr Martin Brannigan
Headteacher



Pupil of the Week Friday 5th June 2026

Reception — Alma for fantastic work this week

Year 1 —James for approaching his learning with determination, enthusiasm and a positive attitude
showing a real commitment to developing his skills.

Year 2 — Josh, for showing a fantastic improvement in his attitude to learning

Year 3 — Gabriel for his excellent creativity, imagination and enthusiasm for learning

Year 4 — Emily, for the effort she has made in English, considering the structure of sentences and
vocabulary choices.

Year 5 — Nawal - for her cheerful approach to her work and her great scientific knowledge!

Year 6 — Andrew, for demonstrating a really positive attitude in our production rehearsals

Pupil of the Week Friday 12th June 2026

Reception — The whole class for doing so well in their assembly!

Year 1 — Arlo for working persistently hard in all subjects and showing an excellent attitude towards
his learning.

Year 2 — Audrey, for being such a dedicated, hard-working member of our class

Year 3 — Skye for showing great enthusiasm in English lessons and for writing a poem inspired by her
own experiences called ‘Hello Beautiful Moon’

Year 4 — Noah, for his creativity this week. He used impressive code in Scratch and excellent imagery
in his diary writing.

Year 5 — Sofia - for being a role model for good behaviour in the class and for always working hard
across the curriculum.

Year 6 — Elena for outstanding science work and her motivation and dedication to doing her best.

School Diary Dates

Saturday 13th June - Y3 Holy Communion

Monday 15th June - Class and team photos

Monday 15th June - Year 4 Bluescapes Workshop

Thursday 18" & 25™ June- Swimming lessons Year 4,5 & 6

Thursday 18th June - Year 1 Hampton Summer Sports Gala (selected children)

Friday 19'" June - INSET Day school closed

Saturday 20th June - Summer Fair (12-4p.m.) at school

Monday 22nd June - Year 4 Trip to Lowther School

Wednesday 24th June - Year 1 Quest for Kings, Queens and Castles- Freshwater Theatre
Thursday 25" June - Year 4 Battle of the Books (selected students)

Friday 26th June - Send Off Bike Ride to Amsterdam - Time TBC

Friday 26" June - Year 1-6 London Literature Festival Events

Friday 26™ June - Primary Engineers Celebration Day @ Glaziers Hall (selected students Y3 &Y5)
Wednesday 1° July - Year 6 transition day - Kingston Schools

Monday 6 July - Year 6 transition day - Richmond Schools

Thursday 2™, 9™ & 16™ July - Swimming lessons Year 4,5 & 6

Friday 3™ July - Sports Day - Vine Park - Children go home after this event

Thursday 9th July - Year 2 CLiPPA Poetry Award Ceremony



Thursday 9th July - Stay and Play Reception 2026/2027 (2-3p.m.)

Friday 10%" July - Year 5 Turner Art Exhibition (if not Sports Day) 2:55-3:15pm - Year 5 parents

Friday 10%" July - Sports Day (reserve dates) Vine Park Children go home after this event should it be
needed.

Tuesday 14" July - Year 6 Production (time tbc)

Wednesday 15th July - iRock Concert

Thursday 16" July - Year 6 Production (time tbc)

Friday 17t July - Last day of term school and Year 6 Leavers Mass (9.30). School closes at 1p.m.
Monday 20 July - INSET Day school closed

The next newsletter will be on Friday 26th June 2026

School News

Cafod Assemblies and Workshops

On Wednesday 3rd June, KS1 and KS2 attended assemblies led by CAFOD, where they
learned about the organisation and the important work it does to support people around
the world. They also learned about the different projects and activities that CAFOD carries
out to help communities in need, as well as how we can support their work. The children
learned a great deal from the assembly, enthusiastically answered questions, and showed a
keen interest in raising money to help CAFOD continue its valuable work.




CAFOD Workshop: A Better World Needs All of Us

Year 1 children took part in a workshop entitled A Better World Needs All of Us. They enjoyed
learning a song, watching a film, and finding out about the important work that CAFOD does to
support people in different countries around the world. The children then played a game to learn
about ways we can help to protect and care for our environment. Finally, they completed an activity
where they shared their own ideas about how they can help to build a better world. Year 1 had lots
of fun, were highly engaged throughout the workshop, and learned a great deal about CAFOD and
how each of us can make a positive difference.




Year 5 also took part in a workshop called A Better World Needs all of Us, linking to our class Catholic
Social Teaching value of Solidarity which means showing you care for others. We learnt about El
Salvador and considered different projects that Cafod could fund in the country. In groups, we
discussed which projects we would choose to fund and why.

We also enjoyed showing the Workshop leader our classroom display that we made back at the start
of year 5 in September explaining our ideas about what solidarity means.

Reception

Reception have enjoyed practicing lots of writing this week! They
especially enjoyed using shaving foam to write their set 2 and set 3
special friends, including “00” and “ee”. They’'re definitely getting ready
for year 1!




Year 2

On Wednesday 2nd June Y2 visited Barnes Common for a Biodiversity session. The rain didn’t
dampen our spirits and after a short walk to Barnes Common it cleared up! We met Paddy who gave
us an initial presentation about what we would be doing that day and then we were off onto the
Common to collect bugs, shaking them from the tree and briefly capturing them to see what we
could find. We found an amazing variety of bugs and spiders, which, after noting them, we released
back to their habitats. We then spent a while identifying the different types of trees on the
Common. After lunch we carried out a tree study, measuring their girth to estimate their ages and
describing them and the micro-habitats within and around them. Finally we completed our ‘Wild
Diary’ about all the amazing things we did during the day. We had an amazing time!
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Year 3

Year 3 enjoyed an immersive geography workshop run by
Freshwater Theatre Company. The children discovered how
plants, animals, and people have adapted to life in these
different conditions. They recreated life at the northern and
southern hemisphere, and at the equator. Finally, the
children used a soundscape to explore five different biomes
in five different continents.

Art and DT News

Year 6 have been working hard over the past term on sewing
their own mobile phone pouches. Building on sewing skills
taught in Year 4 to add a fastening, they learnt a variety of
new stitches to apply to their designs and seams. The care
and attention taken by all pupils was incredibly impressive.
Well done, Year 6!




Yesterday, Year 5 completed their Turner in Twickenham workshop. Visitors from Turner’s House
spent the morning teaching the children how to curate their own exhibition. Working in groups, the
children created gallery cards and prepared for their upcoming exhibition. The date of the exhibition
for Year 5 parents is on Friday 10th July at 2:55pm. Please read the poster with further details
posted in Year 5 Google Classroom. We hope to see you there!

YEAR 5
[H.?ﬁ'] TURNER ART
EXHIBITION

St Mary Turmner Featuring F d

Year 5 Attists

When: Friday 10th July 2026 2.55-3.15pm
Where: Art Room o
Please come through front officeand
return down the stairs.

Pick up from playground entrance.

Sports News

Earlier this week's Some Year 4 separate Boys and Girls competed in the Small Schools
Football Tournament. After a Round Robin style league, our boys qualified for the Chalice
Final and won 1-0. Our girls got to the cup semi-finals, won that and qualified for the Final.
After an intense game it went to Golden goal which saw Olive score the winner and sparked
the celebrations. Well done to the boys for coming away with Medals and the girls for
winning the medals and the cup



PTA News

Saturday 20th June - Summer Fair (12-4p.m.) at school
Friday 26th June - London to Amsterdam Cyclists - Breakfast Send Off (time TBC)
Friday 26th June - Year 6 Cake Sale

Mortlake Summer Fair - 20 June 2026, 12:00 to 16:00:
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Our biggest event of the year, the Mortlake Summer Fair is nearly here and we hope you will
be able to join us! Doors open at 12 noon on Saturday 20 June, and the fair runs until 4pm.
There will be inflatables, animal encounters, games, food and a performance from our
wonderful school choir at 3pm. We'd like to say a huge thank you to everyone for your
support so far, through donations on mufti days, putting up Carter Jonas boards and
gathering / donating prizes for our raffle and wheel of fortune. There are still a few more
things we need to do ahead of the big day:




Raffle Tickets: Raffle tickets have been sent home this week and each child should
have received an envelope with two books of five tickets. Each ticket costs £1 (so £5
per book). Please could you fill out the ticket stubs (the small part of the ticket)
including at least a name and phone number on each (and school class where
applicable). Completed stubs, together with payment, should be returned to the
school office by or before next Thursday 18 June. Any unwanted tickets can also be
returned. If you would like more tickets, they are also available from the office over
the next week, and will be on sale on the day at the fair.
Brochure Distribution: The Mortlake Summer Magazine will be ready for distribution
from Monday. A distribution sign-up sheet will be shared by class reps and we
would be grateful if you are able to take on a little paper round to help get the
brochure out to our community. The brochure makes a significant amount of money
for the school, and needs to have a good reach to keep it attractive to local
businesses in future years.
Volunteering: We still have 18 spots to fill in order to have people running each of
our stalls and attractions at the fair. It will only be a success if we have enough help
to make it happen! If you haven't already signed up for a spot, or if you have but can
manage to offer another hour, please sign up here: https://signup.com/go/NVHzQrx.
If all of the spots allocated to your class' are filled, but you can still offer some more
help, please do sign up for another slot. Some classes are smaller than others, so
may find it harder to fill all their allocated spots.
Animal Encounters: We still have a few slots left for our exciting Animal Encounters
sessions at 2pm and 3pm (1pm is now sold out). The sessions are priced at £8. If
you would like to book in, please use the links below (and include your child's name
and age in the payment note, plus an indication of whether or not you give consent
to your child being included in photographs taken at the event):

o 2pm Animal Encounter: https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/Q28QK9HV

o 3pm Animal Encounter: https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QV3KMK1V

Other Upcoming PTA Events:

Friday 26 June: London To Amsterdam Cyclists Breakfast Send Off (time TBC)
Friday 3 July: Sports Day Refreshments

Funding Update:

We know it's always nice to hear what is being supported through fundraising so we wanted
to share some of the enrichment activities that have been funded recently through the PTA:

New aprons for the art department (reducing the risk of creativity spilling over onto
children' s uniforms) - thanks to Fran Mummery and Amanda Black for this initiative;
Art workshops with Chicken Wired;

NS Sport;

French Language Angels Subscription; and

Oxford Owl Reading Subscription.


https://signup.com/go/NVHzQrx
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/Q28QK9HV
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QV3KMK1V

We also provide ongoing funding to the school for continuing needs, such as the hardship
fund.

Being able to fund both this ongoing support and the individual enrichment activities is
crucial to ensure that our school is able to continue to provide a wealth of different
experiences, activities and skills to our children, and that all activities are accessible to the
whole school community. Your support for the Mortlake Summer Fair and other PTA
activities is essential to keep our school the inclusive, nurturing and exciting environment
that we all love (which, in turn, will attract the next generation of families to our school).

The Great Mary Mags World Cup Celebration Fundraiser

Olé Olé Olé Olé

World Cup Fever is coming to Mary Mags on Thursday July 9th. 5.30-7.30pm organised by
the Three Amigos.

You won’t want to miss this. There will be fun games, music, friendly competitions and best
of all a chance for all the Mary Mags families to get together and celebrate World Cup 2026
whilst also raising money for our lovely school.

Tickets are £6 for adults and £6 for children and children must be accompanied by an adult.
Available on SCOPay https://www.scopay.com/login and via the sum up link here

https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QUV03L54

Don’t get FOMO. Buy yours now!


https://www.scopay.com/login
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QUV03L54

Community News

St Mary Magdalen Church

Invite from Fr Adrian to raise funds for the church organ.
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/ Mortlake
Community
Association

An exciting new chapter for Mortlake’s community

We are pleased to share that Mortlake Community Association and Mortlake Church of
England Educational Foundation, which runs Mortlake Hall, have come together as one
charity on Thursday 21 May 2026, creating a strong and lasting home for community life in
Mortlake. Now operating as Mortlake Community Association, based at Mortlake Hall, the
charity aims to bring people together, reduce isolation and offer a friendly place to connect,
learn and belong.

To find out more or get involved, visit mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk

or email us at info@mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk

In the picture: Francine Bates — Chair of MCA, Robert Orr-Ewing — MCA Honorary Treasurer,
and Kate Woodhouse — Chair of Mortlake Hall, signing the Merger Documents.

Vaughan Centre for Young Musicians (VCYM).

VCYM runs at Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School from 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm on
Monday evenings during term time with around 60 boys from all across London
attending to learn instruments, singing, ensembles and music theory.

We are looking to recruit new boys who will be in Years 4, 5 or 6 in September 2026.
Parents can apply via this link:
https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/cvms/vcym-applications-2026-27

THE VAUGHAN CENTRE FOR YOUNG MUSICTANS

VCYM

A CHANCE FOR YOUR SON TO BENEFIT?

SPECTALTST INSTRUMENTAL & CHORAL TULTION
FOR BOYS IN YEARS 4-6

NDAYS 430-630 PM

AT THE CARDINAL VAUGHAN MEMORTAL SCHOOL
89 ADDISON ROAD, LONDON WI4 8BZ

FURTHER DETAILS & v
APPLICATION FORMS & SAINT JOHN
h e §& SouTHWORTH


http://mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk/
https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/cvms/vcym-applications-2026-27
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Places available on Triple P Teen parenting group for parents and carers of
adolescents, from year 6 + Last group before next academic year

There are places available on a free parenting group which will be starting soon, this term in the
Kingston borough.

Triple P Teen is for parents and carers of children aged 11-16 years with mild to moderate
challenging behaviour, 2 week course held on 2 consecutive Saturdays in New Malden from 10am-
2pm.

Please see the attached poster for more information about the group.
Please contact Karen Williams.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/11QZ90yNzq8FSUojJ1X6QqWqwMJ-86cVc/view?usp=sharing

Let’s get creative: Day of games

Join Abigail Hunt, Lucy McDonald and Matt Shaw, the artists behind in a fun session
exploring games.

Visitors will play games with the props in the exhibition and then create their own games and props
using different materials. Let’s Get Creative is a free activity for families with children aged 4-11 years
and a grown- up, though all ages are welcome.

Sessions are delivered by artists and encourage creativity and working together.

Please book a free ticket for everyone attending.

Bitesize efficient homes show

Is your home too hot in the summer and too cold in the winter? Are you looking to cut your energy
bills or improve your home? Then pop along to the Bitesize Efficient Homes Show!

It's being held at Coombe Girls' School in New Malden on Saturday 13 June and is a fantastic
opportunity to meet local businesses and experts on hand to offer impartial, practical advice.

Whether you're a homeowner, renter, landlord or business owner,

Families together coffee morning

Friday 26 June 9:00am-11:30am
Chase Bridge Primary School — Chase Hall/Terrace

Parents, carers, guardians, school staff and professionals are warmly invited to join us for a relaxed
morning with tea, coffee, sweet treats and the opportunity to connect with others in our community.

We are pleased to welcome guest speakers from:

MHST (Mental Health Support Team)
Richmond Carers Service

ADHD Embrace

Pre & Post Diagnostic Service

A range of local charities and organisations will also be attending with information and support for
families, including:


https://www.orleanshousegallery.org/events/all-the-things-exploring-play-and-imagination-across-generations/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kingstons-bitesize-efficient-homes-show-tickets-1982879768766
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kingstons-bitesize-efficient-homes-show-tickets-1982879768766

Hampton Fund

RUILS Independent Living
Skylarks Charity
Parenting Leads Richmond
Space2Grieve

Riverbank Trust

East to West Trust

School Nursing Service
ELSA Team

Purple Elephant Charity
PCF Richmond

Mrs Gilbert (SENCo) and I will also be available throughout the morning for support and informal
conversations.

We hope you can join us for this supportive and collaborative community event, and we would be
grateful if you could also share this opportunity with families within your school community.

To sign up for the event,

If any school professionals would like to speak with Amy Gray prior to the event, please feel free to
contact me on 020 8892 1242.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfw5PNLqvCudUXqfgYq0d3gJ40x-1HxbC5LGkT3nCC6k7SoZQ/viewform?usp=send_form

