
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                        NEWSLETTER 
 

27th March 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well done to Year 6, for preparing a wonderful dramatization of Holy Week; 'The Way of the 
Cross'. It was a very moving and poignant performance. Thank you, Year 6, for delivering 
such a thoughtful reflection ahead of Easter. 
 
Well done also to Year 4, for reading so confidently during their class Mass, last Friday. 
 
On Thursday this week, a group of children attended a celebration Mass with the 
Archbishop and received the Oscar Romero Award. 
 
All the children have worked really hard this term and it is fantastic to see the improvement 
in their books. Well done children and many thanks to all the staff for your hard work this 
term. 
 
I hope that everyone has a fantastic Easter. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
Pupil of the Week Friday 20th March 2026 
 
Reception – Amaya for great maths 
Year 1 – Charlotte for consistently giving her very best in every subject, and it truly shines through in 
all that she does.  
Year 2 – Xander for improvements in maths and handwriting 
Year 3 – Pia for demonstrating a growth mindset and for trying her best in every lesson 
Year 4 – Milan for excellent focus and articulate contributions, especially in English and Science.  
Year 5 – Luke B for thoughtful work across the curriculum. 
Year 6 – Nazar for working hard across all areas of the curriculum: displaying excellent listening skills, 
focus and real determination to do your best.  

 
Pupil of the Week Friday 27th March 20nd 26 
 
Reception – Anna Paula for excellent effort in all lessons 
Year 1 – Alex for working hard on learning the sounds and practising blending. Your effort is really 
paying off. 



Year 2 – the whole Y2 class for excellent behaviour at The Wetlands Centre on Tuesday 
Year 3 – Darcey for showing great attitudes to learning and for taking greater responsibility for her 
independent work. 
Year 4 – Lucas W - for his enthusiasm for learning and willingness to contribute to class discussions.  
Year 5 – Leo - for a perfect 100% in the end of term Maths assessments! 
Year 6 – Ava for showing dedication to every area of learning and for stepping in as drummer during 
The Way of Cross: showing composure and compassion in her role.  
 

School Diary Dates 

 
30th March - 10th April - Easter Holidays 

  

Monday 13th April - First day of Summer Term 

Thursday 16th April - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

Friday 17th April– Year 3 Class Assembly 

Tuesday 21st April - Year 2 Plants Workshop 

Wednesday 22nd April - Year 1 Weather and Seasons Workshop- Fundamentals 

Wednesday 22nd April - Year 3 Printmaking (Collagraph Printing) Orleans House 

Thursday 23rd April - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

Friday 24th April - Whole School Mass for the start of the Summer term led by Year 5 

Friday 24th April - Year 4 trip to Wetland Centre 

Wednesday 29th April - Reception School Visit - New Parents 26/27 

Thursday 30th April - Swimming lessons Year 3 & 4  

Thursday 30th April - Year 5 Turner’s House visit 

  

Friday 1st May - Praying the Rosary (Y2 and KS2) 

Wednesday 6th May - Parents' Welcome Evening (Reception 26/27) 

Thursday 7th May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

11th-14th May - SATs Week 

Thursday 14th May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 5 

Monday 18th May - Year 1 and Year 3 Trip to Barnes Common  

Tuesday 19th May - Y2 Great Fire of London Workshop 

Wednesday 20th May - Year 3 Freshwater Theatre onsite Geography workshop 

Wednesday 20th May - Junior Choir Rose Theatre Kingston RMT 

Thursday 21st May - Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 6 

Thursday 21st May - Y5 on-site artists workshop Turner exhibition 

 

Friday 22nd May - INSET Day - School Closed 

 

25th-29th May - Half Term 

 

Thursday 4th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Thursday 11th June- Swimming lessons Year 3, 4 & 6 

Thursday 18th & 25th June- Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

Thursday 2nd, 9th & 16th July - Swimming lessons Year 4, 5 & 6 

 

The next newsletter will be on Friday 24th April 2026 

 



School News 
 
Oscar Romero Award – Participator Level Achieved 

The Oscar Romero Award is a framework that supports Catholic schools in recognising and 
celebrating how they promote the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, embedding them 
into both their ethos and culture. The award has three levels: Participator, Developer, and 
Innovator.  

We are proud to share that our school is taking part in the Oscar Romero Award and has 
recently been awarded Participator Level status. On Thursday 26th March, 12 children from 
Year 3 and Year 4 attended a special Oscar Romero Feast Mass, where they proudly received 
the award on behalf of the school.  

To achieve this recognition, schools must demonstrate that Catholic Social Teaching is 
embedded in everyday school life. At our school, this is reflected through acts of daily 
worship, support for local charities, and participation in both whole-school and class 
Masses, alongside many other meaningful activities. By putting their faith into action, our 
pupils and staff are making a real difference, sharing God’s love through acts of kindness, 
creativity, and compassion. We are proud to continue this journey as we work towards the 
next stage of the award. We are incredibly proud of this milestone and look forward to 
continuing our journey as we work towards the next stage of the award. 

 

Year 1 
 
On Friday 13th March, our Year 1 class became scientists for the day with an exciting 
Mentos and Coke experiment. We began by discussing how fizzy drinks contain carbon 
dioxide gas and made predictions about what might happen when Mentos were added. 
Taking our experiment outside, we carefully dropped the Mentos into the bottle and 



stepped back—whoosh! A tall, fizzy fountain shot up into the air, amazing everyone. We 
then explored why this happened, learning how the rough surface of the Mentos helps the 
gas escape quickly, creating the eruption. The children loved observing the reaction, sharing 
their ideas, and thinking like real scientists. A fun and memorable way to learn about 
science! 
 

 
 
Year 1 welcomed Brother Reuben on Friday 20th March, who spoke to the children about 
the Crucifixion, focusing on the Gospel of Luke 23:33–46 and Jesus’ message of forgiveness. 
The children then took part in an activity where they discussed and wrote about what was 
happening in different pictures and how these made them feel. It was a thoughtful session, 
and Year 1 learned a great deal from the experience. 
 

   
 

On Monday 23rd March, Year 1 enjoyed a field trip to Mortlake Green, where they applied 
their geography skills in a real-world setting. Using Google Maps, they planned their route 
and identified landmarks such as the church and train station along the way. At the green, the 
children carried out fieldwork by counting and tallying features like benches and trees. They 
also drew and discussed the physical and human features found in Mortlake Green as well as 
saying what they liked and disliked about Mortlake Green. The trip ended with some well-
earned time to play in the playground, making it an enjoyable and memorable learning 
experience for everyone! 



 
 
Year 1 Easter Celebrations – Thursday 26th March 

Year 1 had a fantastic time taking part in a range of exciting Easter activities on Thursday 26th 
March. From learning how to draw an Easter bunny with an egg to baking delicious mini egg 
nests, the children’s creativity truly shone throughout the day. They also enjoyed cross 
painting, creating beautiful Easter cards, and getting active with some fun egg-and-spoon 
races, which brought plenty of smiles and laughter. The highlight of the day was, of course, 
the Easter egg hunt—which was very close and full of excitement! It was a wonderful way to 
celebrate together and a lovely end to the spring term. 

 

 
 



Year 2 
 
On Tuesday 24th March Year 2 went on a Minibeast Safari at The Wetlands Centre in Barnes.  
The first thing we did was to make nests for reed warblers using only natural materials.  Then 
we went over to the otter enclosure and met the otters, Honey and Todd, two Asian small-
clawed otters.  We watched them being fed and saw how Bob, the heron, tried to steal some 
of their lunch!  Then we started our Minibeast Safari.  We identified what a minibeast needs 
in its habitat and then we went outside and collected some minibeasts in their natural 
habitats.  It was amazing how many we could find.  Finally, we went to the playground at The 
Wetlands where we all got to have a go on the zipwire.  Many thanks to Beth at The Wetlands 
who ran the Minibeast Safari for us. 

 

 
 
Year 3 
 
We have been learning all about sun safety! We explored how the sun can damage our eyes 
and skin and discussed different ways to protect ourselves. We talked about the importance 
of wearing sun cream, even on cloudy days, as UV rays can still reach us. We also looked at 
how to protect our eyes by choosing sunglasses with UV protection and considered other 
ways to stay safe in the sun, such as wearing long-sleeved clothing and hats, staying in the 
shade, avoiding the sun during the hottest part of the day and keeping well hydrated. Year 3 
designed their own sun safety posters - have a look at our fantastic examples below! 

 



Year 5 
 
Year 5 all thoroughly enjoyed their residential visit to Sayers Croft.  Exciting activities included 
bouldering, a team challenge course, a further challenge course where they had to guide their 
blindfolded partner, a maze, night walk, a walk through some very muddy terrain to the top 
of Pitch Hill and a stream study, as well as hanging out in the dorm.  Everyone had a great 
time! 

 

                        
 
On Thursday 19th March, Year 5 then took part in an exciting visit to the National Gallery, 
where they immersed themselves in art. We explored four works by Uccello, Holbein, Turner 
and Van Gogh, carefully looking at and discussing the details in each one. The trip helped us 
grow in confidence when talking about art and understand how it can reflect and shape 
history. Back at school, the children also enjoyed writing detailed reflections about their 
experience.  



 
 
 
 
 
This term another 4 pupils from year 5 have taken part in weekly Classics classes for primary 
pupils at St Paul’s School.  They have received an introduction to the Latin and Ancient Greek 
languages, as well as some elements of Classical Civilisation. 
“I really liked learning the Greek alphabet and learning Latin.” 
“I liked the stories and myths that we learnt.” 

 

 
 
Year 6 

 
Well done to Year 6, who over the last two weeks have taken part in 
bikeability training. This training is delivered by specialists from Richmond 
Borough and is designed to give year 6 pupils the opportunity to learn to 
ride safely by experiencing cycling on real roads. As part of their training, 
the children were taught to understand road signals, signs and markings, 
and how to negotiate the road and other users on the road - riding 
confidently and safely. 



 
 
Well done to Year 6 for a beautifully moving delivery of The Way of the Cross this morning. 
They delivered the story of the stations of the cross with composure, compassion and 
maturity. Very well-done Year 6, we were all very moved by your powerful performances. 
More photographs to follow in the next newsletter.  

 

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 

I can now confirm the successful candidate for the vacancy of Parent Governor of our school 
is Mr Chris Wickham; below is his personal statement: 

“I am a mechanical engineer and CEO of a clean energy engineering company, with board-
level experience in governance and long-term strategy. Most importantly, I am a parent of 
two children at the school and care deeply about the community it creates. I am committed 
to helping ensure it remains a positive, safe and ambitious environment where every child 
can thrive. I bring practical experience in buildings, safety and responsible stewardship of 
resources, and will approach the role with independence, sound judgement and a 
collaborative spirit, supporting the Headteacher and the wider school community.” 
 

 

 



 
Clubs 

Little Jazz Stars 
 
'12 Little Jazz Stars performed a hoedown performance this term. With a yee-haw and a 
5,6,7,8! These cowboys had a great time learning a show in 8 weeks! Come join the fun every 
Monday! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chess Club 
 

 
 
 
Nut-Free School 
 

This is a reminder that our school is a Nut-Free School 
to ensure the safety of students with severe, life-
threatening allergies. Please do not send any nuts, nut 
products (peanut butter, Nutella, pesto), or items 
containing nuts in packed lunches or snacks. Always 
check packaging labels, as some products contain 
hidden nut traces. Thank you for helping keep our 
school safe.  

 

 
 

PTA News  
 
PTA Dates for Diary  
  
Friday 1st May - Break the Rules Day  
Friday 26th June - Bike Ride to Amsterdam 
Sunday 5th July 12-4pm The Great Mary Mags ‘Grecian Gala’ 
  
  
PTA News  
  



Children should all have come home with an Easter treat from the PTA today.  Well done to 
the lucky winners of the Easter basket raffle - lots of delicious treats coming home for 
Easter! Thank you to our headboy and headgirl for drawing the tickets.  

 
  
Money raised Spring Term 2026 
  
Pancake Day £258.51 
Valentine Mufti £127.35  
Valentine Cake sale £174  
Book Sale £158.50  
2026 Challenge £1006.10 
Easter Mufti £102.20  
Easter Raffle tbc 
Movie Night £381.07 
End term mufti tbc  
  
Upcoming Events for Summer Term 2026 
  
Friday May 1st - Break the Rules Day.  
  
For one day only, children will be allowed to break school rules such as bringing squash in 
their water bottles and contraband snacks like chocolate and crisps in their lunch or for 
breaktime. Full list of rules to break will be confirmed soon.  
  
Friday June 26th - Sunday June 28th - Bike ride to Amsterdam 
  
Sunday July 5th 12-4pm - The Great Mary Mag’s Grecian Gala 
  
Brought to you by The Three Amigos.  
  



Mary Mags will be turned in to an Olympian Odyssey. Dig out your togas, prepare to eat 
some delicious Greek Food, dance like Zorba and smash some plates!! Save the Date!! 
Tickets will be on sale at the start of summer term.  
  
  
Thank you to all the parents and children for all your support over the Spring Term with 
fundraising. We are always looking for new members for the PTA so do get in touch if you’d 
like to join us or have any fundraising ideas. Email us at smmptacontact@gmail.com. 
  
Have a lovely Easter  
  
Catie, Holly, Abby, Katie, Harriet, Claire, Carrie, Lucy, Avi and Graham.  
Lucy Wadie 

 
 
Community News 
 

 



 
Places available on 2 parenting groups starting next term in Kingston 

 

There are places available on free parenting groups which will be starting soon, next 

term in the Kingston borough. 

 

Teen Life for parents and carers of children aged 10-16 years with a diagnosis of Autism, 

6 week course held on Thursday evenings in Chessington term time only. 

 

The Parenting Puzzle, for parents and carers of children up to 12 years of age, 10 week 

course held on Tuesday mornings in Chessington term time only with a creche available. 

 

Please see attached posters for more information about each group. 

 

Please contact Karen Williams. 

 

Easter out in Kingston- With an interactive egg hunt, Easter bunny and 

exclusive offers 

 

From 28 March to 12 April, hop into Kingston for an egg-stra special Easter celebration 

the whole family will love! 

● Join the Easter Egg Hunt and find the 8 hidden eggs around town to win some 

cracking prizes, including a £200 free family day out. 

● Meet Buddy the Easter Bunny and get free sweets. 

● Unlock egg-sclusive offers with the InKingston App, from 15% off to Kids Eat Free 

deals. 

Find out more: kingstonuponthames.info/app 

Poster here. 

 

Free training, upskilling and new employment opportunities 

 

Are you a parent who wants to get back into work and have a flexible job which supports 

demands of childcare? 

 

Would you like to learn new skills? 

 

Do you want to earn more or get a better job? 

 

Find out how Belina Grow Kingston can support you; provision of free accredited courses, 

preparation for work, CV building, interview practice, childcare advice, help with job 

search etc. 

 

Join us during Fabulous Fridays, enjoy complimentary refreshments. 

On: 20 March 2026, 11:00am 

At: The Old Malden Family Hub, (Former Old Malden Children’s Centre) Lawrence Avenue, 

New Malden KT3 5NB 

 

Information flyer here. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-wafOrl1MFJWSIhOLo4zYhaxKwOS2StD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPT3sm1CiqAcrb1yQseOqWoGISqEb__O/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113526650510670895994&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://kingstonuponthames.info/app
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11hdv-Yt0ti7CWoji5STRAaBZMcb3CVNl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PAU_GSDJ-ouJh8pYptqR2_G5wYeFYMAF/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Easter at the Museum of Richmond 

 

Click here to see the Easter events being hosted by the Museum of Richmond. 

 

Easter out in Kingston with free family-friendly egg hunt, prizes, and 

Easter bunny visits 

 

From 28 March to 12 April, hop into Kingston for an egg-stra special Easter celebration 

the whole family will love! 

● Join the Easter Egg Hunt and find the 8 hidden eggs around town to win some 

cracking prizes, including a £200 free family day out. 

● Meet Buddy the Easter Bunny and get free sweets. 

● Unlock egg-sclusive offers with the InKingston App, from 15% off to Kids Eat Free 

deals. 

 

Find out more: kingstonuponthames.info/app 

Flyer here. 

 

New exhibition at Orleans House Gallery 

 

All The Things: Exploring play and imagination across generations 28 March – 31 August 

2026 

 

All The Things is an evolving exhibition brought to life through play, imagination and 

collaboration. This living show will grow and shift as people connect, experiment and 

swap ideas. You are invited to explore in your own way: slowly, boldly, quietly or 

playfully. Follow your imagination and see what sparks your curiosity. 

 

All The Things: Exploring play and imagination across generations – Orleans House 

Gallery 

 

Let’s get creative at Orleans House Gallery 

 

Join us for a joyful dance and movement class. No prior experience is necessary, just 

bring your curiosity and creativity. 

 

This activity is delivered by Luke and Tom from Rambert School and is inspired by our All 

the Things exhibition. 

 

Let’s Get Creative is a free programme of activities aimed at children aged 4-11 years and 

their grown-up, though all ages are welcome. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

Let's Get Creative - Free to Move, Free to Imagine at Orleans House Gallery event tickets 

from TicketSource. 

 

A fun-filled summer term of junior activities at our sports centres 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QEHB-Vm8jY6b2yOPBZOuiYHPJw3B3Zh8/view?usp=sharing
http://kingstonuponthames.info/app
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AMYN6NBF0iz0ZvgKzyQZyFfON2T0urXh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.orleanshousegallery.org/events/all-the-things-exploring-play-and-imagination-across-generations/
https://www.orleanshousegallery.org/events/all-the-things-exploring-play-and-imagination-across-generations/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fe7XwC-rCszgzHrCUwu7oJr9ZOwzWZYi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fe7XwC-rCszgzHrCUwu7oJr9ZOwzWZYi/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/richmond-arts-service/e-vrlrrx
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/richmond-arts-service/e-vrlrrx


From 15 April, our four Borough Sports Centres in Hampton, East Sheen, Teddington and 

Whitton will be offering a range of exciting activities for children to enjoy throughout the 

summer term. 

 

Summer sessions include Gymnastics, Karate, Badminton Club and Judo, giving your 

children plenty to look forward to. 

 

Enrolment for new children commences 6 April onwards. 

 

View each centre’s junior programme of activities online at: 

● Hampton Sports and Fitness Centre 

● Shene Sports and Fitness Centre 

● Teddington Sports Centre 

● Whitton Sports and Fitness Centre 

Sport and Fitness Services London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

leisure@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk 

 

 

https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/hampton-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/shene-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/teddington-sports-centre/activities
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/london/richmond-upon-thames/whitton-sports-and-fitness-centre/activities

