
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
13th March 2026  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
World Book Day was on Thursday 5th March. As part of our celebrations we held a special assembly and the 
children dressed up like characters from their favourite books. The costumes were amazing! In addition, the 
children took part in book quizzes and other events. The PTA organised a pre-loved book sale in the 
afternoon. We really hope this will further develop everyone's love of reading! Thank you to everyone who 
took part. 
 
Last Friday, Year 4 led the Whole School Mass. They read confidently and all the children sang beautifully. 
The theme of the Mass was Reconciliation and Peace. Well done Year 4. 
 
Year 5 spent 2 nights at Sayer's Croft, completing many team building activities. They also completed the 
long hike up Pitch Hill and had wonderful views of the Surrey countryside. I heard there was a lot of muddy 
patches on the way up! Well done Year 5. 
 
Well done to all of Year 4 and the Year 6 Choir for performing so brilliantly at the Barnes Musical Festival, at 
St Paul's School yesterday evening, you were all absolutely amazing! They sang mostly folk songs such as 
the Sky Boat Song and Are you going to Scarborough Fair. The children also composed their own song 'Holst 
on a bicycle' as Gustav Holst lived in Barnes for a while and taught at St Paul's School, where he composed 
'The Planets'. 
 
Lenten Reflection 
 
Lent offers us a clear and timely prompt to pause in the midst of pressures, to refocus on what truly 
matters and to simplify where we can. 
 
Have a fantastic weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr M Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Pupil of the Week Friday 6th March 2026 
 
Reception – Gabri - for excellent effort in phonics 
Year 1 – Sadie - for fantastic progress in reading. 
Year 2 – Alfie - for making excellent progress with this reading 
Year 3 – Andrew - for sharing excellent ideas during class discussions and demonstrating a growth mindset 
Year 4 – Emily – for her positivity and love of learning. She is making an effort to use ambitious vocabulary.  
Year 5 – Joe - for enthusiastic choral reading with excellent volume, tone and intonation 
Year 6 – Grace - for having such a positive attitude to learning and to school.  

 
Pupil of the Week Friday 13th March 2026 
 
Reception – Olivia- for working hard to improve her writing. 
Year 1 – Connie - for working hard to improve her phonics and reading. 
Year 2 – for being such an outstanding mathematician  
Year 3 – Mila – for being a helpful friend and for always lending a hand to others 
Year 4 – Digby – for making a huge effort with his handwriting and presentation this week.  
Year 5 – The Whole Class - for a great time in Sayers Croft! 
Year 6 – Freddie - For showing determination, focus and maturity in all his lessons this week. You have worked 
incredibly hard and have been a wonderful role model to the rest of the class. 

 

School Diary Dates 

 
16th-20th March - Year 6 Bikeability (Group A half the class)  
Thursday 19th March - Year 5 Discover Your Gallery - National Gallery  
Friday 20th March – Year 4 Class Mass 
23rd-27th March - Year 6 Bikeability (Group B half the class)  
Tuesday 24th March - Year 2 Minibeast Safari London Wetlands Centre 
Wednesday 25th March – iRock end of term performance to parents 
Thursday 26th March - Year 5 Classical Myths live digital session with the Wallace Collection  
Thursday 26th March - Oscar Romero Award Mass Celebration (selected students Y3 and Y4) 
Friday 27th March - Way of The Cross KS2 (Led by Year 6) 
Friday 27th March - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
 
30th March - 10th April - Easter Holidays 
 
Monday 13th April - First day of Summer Term 
Friday 17th April– Year 3 Class Assembly  
Tuesday 21st April - Year 2 Plants Workshop 
Wednesday 22nd April - Year 3 Printmaking (Collagraph Printing) Orleans House 
Friday 24th April - Whole School Mass for the start of the Summer term led by Year 5  
Friday 24th April - Year 4 trip to Wetland Centre 
Thursday 30th April - Year 5 Turner’s House visit 
 
Friday 1st May - Praying the Rosary (Y2 and KS2) 
 
25th-29th May - Half Term 
 
The next newsletter will be on Friday 27th March 2026 
 
 
 
 
 



School News 
 
World Book Day 
 

We had a lovely assembly on World Book Day last Thursday. There were lots of fantastically creative outfits 
among the staff and children and the school was ablaze with colour and excitement! Our assembly focused 
on making reading fun and the children came up with lots of imaginative ideas for how they could read in 
different ways and with different texts. The children all enjoyed some lovely class-based activities – what a 
super day, which felt full of celebration!  
 

  
 

Word Book Day in Reception 
 
Reception loved celebrating their first World Book Day at St Mary Magdalen’s. They shared their costumes 
and favourite books with the class and read books with their buddies. Mrs Derby even joined in the fun! 
 

 

 

On Monday 2nd March, Reception had a special Gruffalo drama workshop from 
Freshwater theatre for book week! They used their imagination hats to act out 
the stories of the Gruffalo and the Gruffalo’s child, with the help of the ladybird 
of the woods. They perched in the treetops like the owl, hid in dens like the fox 
and slithered like snakes. What a wonderful way to bring one of their favourite 

books to life! 

 



World Book Day in Year 1 

To celebrate World Book Day, Year 1 took part in a special online session hosted by Scholastic: A Super 
Spring Story-time and Draw-along for The Flower Thief by Alice Hemming. During the session, the children 
listened to the story and enjoyed a fun draw-along activity inspired by the book. They also joined a creative 
session with Rob, where they designed and made their own bookmarks. Later in the day, the children spent 
time sharing their favourite books with a friend and talking about why they enjoyed them. They also had 
the opportunity to design their own book front covers, using their imagination and creativity. It was a 
wonderful day celebrating books and reading, and Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed taking part in all the activities. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
To celebrate the National Year of Reading, Year 5 and Year 3 both took part in an online lesson from the 
British Library celebrating global food stories. They listened to Michael Rosen read his famous Chocolate 
Cake poem and to other authors reading The Magic Porridge Pot and a story about naughty fairies and a 
cake! The children drew pictures of what their magical pot would look like and which ingredients would be 
inside.  

 
 
Year 3 
Year 3 used their ideas from the Global Food Stories workshop to write their own short stories. We also got 
to enjoy reading in the sunshine in some unusual places! 

 



 
 
British Science Week 
 
Reception 
We’ve had a wonderful science week! We had Georgina’s mummy talk to us about being a doctor, Lucie’s 
grandad talk to us about exploring Mars with a space rover and Selene’s dad talk to us about being a 
dentist. We also conducted lots of investigations! We made patterns using skittles, studied plants with 
magnifying glasses and built our own tall space rockets. Thank you so much to our volunteers for the 
fantastic sessions!  
 

 
 

Year 1 
On Tuesday 10th March, Year 1 enjoyed two very special visits: one from a GP and another from a 
psychotherapist. Both sessions were very child-friendly and included hands-on experiences. The children 
were highly engaged and asked many interesting questions. During the GP session with Dr Barnes, Year 1 
learned about what a GP does and how long they need to study to become one. They also learned that 
anyone can become a doctor if they put their minds to it. Moreover, they identified different body parts 
and discussed why they are important. The children had the opportunity to use real medical tools, including 
stethoscopes to listen to their heartbeats and oximeters to measure their oxygen levels.  In the 
psychotherapist session, Mrs Mushi led wonderful mindfulness activities. The children used their different 
senses to help them understand their emotions. They were also asked to describe everything they could see 



around them using adjectives, which helped them understand how our feelings can change when we learn 
more about something that first seemed scary. Mrs Mushi showed them how small changes to what we 
perceive through our sense, can impact our emotions, our focus, and even our body temperature. Finally, 
the children learned how their senses can be used as a tool to bring calmness into their everyday lives and 
how we can use our senses to change our state of mind or things like fear/anxiety. Year 1 were also given a 
challenge to try a new food at lunchtime and reflect on how it made them feel. A big thank you to our two 
visitors. Year 1 were so engaged, learned so much and had a fantastic time! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Year 1 Skittles Experiment 
Year 1 had great fun taking part in a colourful Skittles science experiment. The children carefully placed 
Skittles in a circle on a plate and added warm water to the centre. They watched with excitement as the 
colours slowly spread and created beautiful rainbow patterns. The children made predictions about what 
might happen and talked about their observations as the colours moved across the plate.  It was a fun and 
engaging way for Year 1 to explore science while thinking like young scientists. 
 

 

 

 
 
Year 1 Magic Milk Experiment 
On Wednesday 11th March, Year 1 once again became young scientists as they carried out a very exciting 
experiment called Magic Milk. The children had great fun exploring what happens when milk, food 
colouring and a bit of washing-up liquid are mixed together. After adding drops of colourful food colouring 
to the milk, we touched it with a cotton bud dipped in washing-up liquid. Suddenly, the colours began to 
swirl and dance across the milk, creating beautiful patterns like fireworks or a colourful galaxy. The children 
watched in amazement as the colours moved around. We talked about why this happens and learned that 
the washing-up liquid breaks up the fat in the milk, which makes the colours move. The experiment helped 
us think like scientists by observing carefully and asking questions about what we saw. Year 1 had a 
wonderful time observing the changes, thinking like real scientists and asking questions of what they saw. 
Well done to our brilliant Year 1 investigators! 



 
 
Year 2 
 

Year 2 really enjoyed our visit from a local GP on Tuesday 10th March.  It was a great hands-on experience 
as we started by identifying the different internal organs in the body.  We then measured each other’s 
oxygen levels using a pulse oximeter.  We then used a reflex hammer to tap our legs to test our reflexes.  
Finally, we got to use stethoscopes to hear our heartbeats - it was amazing! 

 
 
On Tuesday 10th March, Mrs Mushi presented wonderful mindfulness activities across the school relating 
to the field of human science.  The children thoroughly enjoyed how they can use different senses to help 
them understand their emotions and how our senses can be used as a tool for bringing calmness into our 
everyday lives.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 1 Spectacular Science Afternoon at Hampton Prep School 

On Thursday 26th February, four Year 1 children attended a Spectacular Science Afternoon at Hampton 
Prep School. The event brought together children from several local schools to take part in an exciting and 
engaging science workshop. Throughout the afternoon, the children had the opportunity to explore 
different scientific ideas through hands-on activities. One of the highlights was building and testing a 
catapult. The children experimented with launching their catapults and eagerly compared whose could 
travel the longest distance. It was a fantastic afternoon filled with curiosity, teamwork and discovery. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and represented the school brilliantly while developing their 
enthusiasm for science. 



 

Year 1 Exploration Walk at Barnes Common 

On Monday 9th March, Year 1 visited Barnes Common for an exploration walk inspired by the book Tidy. 
During the trip, the children took part in a variety of cross-curricular activities, including numeracy, literacy, 
art and science. The children began with a sensory walk, where they used their five senses to explore the 
environment around them. They smelled the fresh air, touched natural materials, listened carefully to the 
sounds of nature and looked closely for signs of spring. The experience helped them to observe the 
changing season and appreciate the natural world. After their walk, the children thought about what they 
had experienced and generated nouns, adjectives and verbs to describe their discoveries. Using these 
words, they created their own poems inspired by nature. Year 1 had a wonderful time exploring Barnes 
Common and are already looking forward to their next visit in June. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Year 3 Exploration Walk at Barnes Common 

On Monday 9th March, Year 3 visited Barnes Common for an exploration walk. The children began their 
walk by identifying natural resources in the environment, such as leaves, blades of grass, petals, flowers, 
logs and had to identify the different colours using a colour chart. We then observed the seasonal changes 
around us in spring and compared this to our last visit in autumn. The children learnt about the water cycle 
and acted this out. We learnt about the importance of water in our world, for our plants, wildlife and 
humans and the need to look after this precious resource, such as turning off taps whilst brushing our 
teeth, having showers instead of baths and ensuring we don’t have a leaky loo at home! We ended the 
session by listening to Once Upon a Raindrop. This inspired the children to write their own acrostic poems 
about water! 

 

 

 



 

 
Year 3 Science – All about light! 
 
This week we started our new topic – Light. We investigated different objects to see if they were light 
sources by placing them in a cardboard box and looking through the hole. Lots of us were quite surprised 
that a light source was needed in order to see in the dark. We also addressed the misconception that shiny 
objects or mirrors are not light sources. The children recorded their results in a table.  Great work Year 3! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to Dr Barnes, Mr Westfield and Mr Khabra for speaking to us about your roles this week and 
helping us to understand how science and maths are linked! We very much enjoyed learning about the 
digestive system and understanding more about our bodies, learning about how AI works by building an 
LLM and understanding the importance of a healthy diet and keeping our teeth clean. Thank you! 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Year 4  
It has been a very musical week for Year 4. On Wednesday 11th March, along with the Year 6 choir, we 
attended a school concert at St Pauls School as part of the Barnes Music Festival to celebrate the music of 
Barnes. A number of local primary schools, as well as St Pauls Chamber Choir, gathered to sing songs 
together, as well as their own compositions which were created in a series of workshops.  
On Thursday 12th March, we held another performance in our classroom (a venue just as grand at St Pauls’ 
Wathen Hall!) to share our progress learning the doods! We played some familiar tunes as well as an 
original piece.  
 

 

Year 5 
On Friday 27th February, Year 5 led a Class Mass reverently in the church. Our first reading was from the 
book of Exodus when God called to Moses from within the burning bush.  After Mass, Fr Adrian showed us 
how this scene is depicted in a stained-glass window in the church.  Many thanks to Fr Adrian for always 
helping us to deepen our religious understanding. 
 

 
 
 
 



On Friday 6th March, 4 pupils from Year 5 joined Mrs Derby and Fr Adrian at the World Day of Prayer 
Service at St Mary the Virgin church. 

 
 

 
 
In Maths, Year 5 have enjoyed drawing round their hands and counting squares to estimate the area that 
their hand covered. 

 

 
 

DT News 
Year 5 have been designing and building electrical 
vehicles as part of a STEM-based project run by 
Primary Engineer. This cross-curricular programme 
allows pupils to build and test their own vehicle 
models while interacting with engineering 
professionals. Two teams will be selected to attend 
the Celebration Day on Friday 26th June at Glazier’s 
Hall with Mrs Black, once the vehicles are complete 
and have been tested for performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 6 
 
What a very busy few weeks in Year 6! 
 

Barnes Music Festival  
 
On Wednesday 11th March, along with the Year4, the Year 6 choir attended a concert at St Paul’s School as 
part of the Barnes Music Festival, to celebrate the music of Barnes. A number of local primary schools and 
St Pauls Chamber Choir gathered together to sing English folk songs, as well as their own compositions, 
which were created in a series of workshops.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Citizen Day 
 
On Friday 13th March, Year 6 had a very informative morning at Holly Lodge in Richmond Park. After walking 
up to Richmond Park, the children took part in nine different scenarios, which were designed to help them 
manage real life challenging situations. These included: safe cycling and walking, how to use public 
transport safely, what to do in the event of a fire or an accident, and how to call 999. They also learnt more 
about some of our local youth groups. They behaved beautifully and contributed with thoughtful comments 
in each one of the mini workshops. Well done Year 6. 

 



 
 
Science Week 
We were very lucky to have two fantastic visitors to our classroom this week for British Science Week. 
Martin Agnew from Airbus came to talk to us about being a physicist and space engineer. The children loved 
looking at the replica model of the Mars Rover and learning about how to put astronauts onto Mars. They 
also learnt about what humans would need to survive on Mars. 
The children really enjoyed the talk and they all took home a souvenir from Airbus of a 3D printed  
astronauts     

 

 

 
 

 
Ben came to talk to us about software engineering and in particular, AI development. He helped the 
children understand how AI works and they took part in a fun activity to build an LLM. The class then talked 
with Ben about the pros and cons of AI: a very topical subject for Year 6 at present. The children were 
hugely inspired with some expressing real interest in this as a future career.  
 



 
 

A huge thank you to Martin and to Ben for their time and enthusiasm - we really enjoyed your visits.  
 

Sports News 
 
Our girls took part in a Year 5&6 Girls Football tournament inspired by Women's International Day we 
celebrated on Sunday 8th March. Fulham coaches led some training sessions during the morning then we 
played an 8 team Round-Robin Football competition. Considering how little experience we have as a team 
in football, the girls played with such maturity and determination that they finished in 3rd place narrowly 
missing out on top spot!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On Wednesday 5th March, out netball squad enjoyed the warm 
weather on the netball courts. They had hugely improved from our 
first few games with game-saving interceptions and tight score lines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Library News 
 
A huge thank you to our recent library volunteers: Andrea te Brake, Helen Hewitt and Alice Goncalves. 
Thank you for all the support you have given us - we couldn’t have held our weekly sessions without you. 
We are looking for a small group of additional parents who can help on a Wednesday afternoon in our 
lovely school library. Tasks would include scanning books in and out, supporting the children with choosing 
books, and helping to organise our book stocks. It is a fantastic opportunity to get involved with the school 
and to support our wonderful children. Please contact Mrs Miller via the office if you feel you could 
dedicate some time, either weekly or fortnightly, to support us. Many thanks! 
 

PTA News  
 
PTA Dates  
 
Friday 20th March - Easter Theme Mufti Day  
Wednesday 25th March - Movie Night 
Friday 27th March - End Term Mufti Day  
Friday 1st May - Break the Rules Day  
 
PTA Events  
 
Easter Theme Mufti Day - Friday 20th March 
 
Bunny ears, pink/blue/yellow clothes - anything goes for Easter Theme Mufti. In exchange for mufti 
please bring in any Easter themed items to go in our Easter Hampers. Easter Crafts, toys, bubbles and 
of course chocolate!!  
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
 
Movie Night  - Wednesday 25th March 
 
Movie Night tickets are on Scopay now.  
 
Tickets are £8 per child which includes popcorn, juice, a hot dog and a Mary Mag’s Easter hot 
chocolate! 
 
The movie will be Zootropolis 2. 
 
Pick up at 5.15p.m. in the playground 
 
If you can volunteer at movie night please let your class rep know. Thank you.  
 
Easter Hamper Raffle  
 
There will be a raffle on last day of term for some fabulous Easter Hampers. You will be able to buy 
tickets in the playground at various pick up and drop off times starting on Friday 20th March. Good 
Luck! 

 
 
 



Community News 
 
Free training, upskilling and new employment opportunities 

 
Are you a parent who wants to get back into work and have a flexible job which supports demands 
of childcare? 
 
Would you like to learn new skills? 
 
Do you want to earn more or get a better job? 
 
Find out how Belina Grow Kingston can support you; provision of free accredited courses, 
preparation for work, CV building, interview practice, childcare advice, help with job search etc. 
 
Join us during Fabulous Fridays, enjoy complimentary refreshments. 
On: 20 March 2026, 11:00am 
At: The Old Malden Family Hub, (Former Old Malden Children’s Centre) Lawrence Avenue, New 
Malden KT3 5NB 

 
Information flyer here. 

 

Connect, communicate, create – Free opportunity for boys aged 12–16 
 

Richmond Theatre and BalletBoyz are teaming up to offer an exciting creative project this summer: 
Connect, Communicate, Create. This immersive programme invites boys aged 12–16 to explore 
spoken word, movement, and theatre in a supportive, collaborative environment. 
 
Across the week, participants will work with professional artists to build confidence, develop new 
skills, and connect with others through creative expression. At the end of the project, they will 
showcase their work on stage at Richmond Theatre and receive a complimentary ticket to one of 
the theatre’s shows. 
 
Dates: Monday 27 July – Friday 31 July 
Location: Richmond Theatre & BalletBoyz Studio 
Sign-up: QR code available on the event poster 
Contact: RichmondCreativeLearning@atgtentertainment.com 

 

Connect, Communicate, Create poster here. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PAU_GSDJ-ouJh8pYptqR2_G5wYeFYMAF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1izfVypFyNOlJGIJH75-epRa6H5xBPU5N/view?usp=sharing

