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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

27t February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back, | do hope that everyone had a great half-term break. The daffodils are starting to bloom and
spring is almost here!

Just before half-term, Year 3 led their class Mass and celebrated St Valentine. Well done for reading and
singing so well. Well done also to Year 5, for your moving Mass, about special people today in the church.
Well done for reading so confidently.

Earlier this week, our teachers were invited to a writing moderation meeting, this is when we compare and
check our standards with lots of other schools. The standard of writing in our books was amazing. Well
done to all the children for working so hard. Many thanks to all the staff for their hard work.

If you don't contribute towards the Governors Maintenance Fund already, please contact the school office
for more details, as this is a vital source of funding to improve and maintain the school grounds. Payment
via SCOPay https://www.scopay.com/login

Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes

Mr M Brannigan
Headteacher

'Lent is a spiritual springtime. It’s a joyful season, as the Roman Liturgy puts it, a
time when God wants to give us new grace and new life'. (Bishop's Conference)

Pupil of the Week Friday 13" February 2026

Reception — Hugo- for an excellent start at our school!

Year 1 — Eliott for working so hard in class trying his very best in every subject. He has done lots of fantastic work and
been eager to participate in class. He has also shown excellent listening skills.

Year 2 — Eran - for fantastic mental maths skills and brilliant thinking

Year 3 — Olivia for working hard in lessons and trying her best to understand new concepts

Year 4 — Daniel - for a hardworking term and his enthusiasm for French and learning the clarinet.

Year 5 — Alessandro for excellent work across the whole curriculum.

Year 6 — Hailie for working her hardest in every lesson and displaying focus, determination and perseverance at all
times.


https://www.scopay.com/login

Pupil of the Week Friday 27" February 2026

Reception — Gabriella- for listening carefully and lining up beautifully

Year 1 — Romeo for showing great when tackling difficult tasks, approaching challenges with determination and a
positive attitude. His positive attitude and perseverance have been wonderful to see.

Year 2 —the whole Year 2 class for impeccable behaviour during our visit to the Florence Nightingale Museum

Year 3 — Charlotte for trying her best and for beginning to contribute more during class discussions

Year 4- Amaan - for making an improved effort with his presentation and showing patience and perseverance when
making translations in maths.

Year 5 — Felix for accurate work with fractions, decimals and percentages!

Year 6 — Nico for demonstrating excellent focus and dedication in his work: for excellent content, beautiful
presentation and a fantastic attitude to school.

School Diary Dates

Monday 2nd March- Reception Gruffalo theatre workshop

Thursday 5" March - Netball Tournament @Barn Elms (selected students)

Friday 6™ March — Whole School Mass lead by Year 4

Friday 6" March - Year 5 Football Tournament St Paul's School (selected students)

Monday 9" March - Year 1 and Year 3 Trip to Barnes Common

11%-13"" March - Year 5 Sayers Croft

Wednesday 11" March - Barnes Music Festival - Year 4 (whole class) plus Year 6 choir
Friday 13 March - Year 6 Junior Citizen

Friday 13" March - Year 5 Football Tournament St Paul's School (selected students)

Friday 13 March - PTA Quiz Night at school (7-10p.m.)

16™-20™ March - Year 6 Bikeability (Group A half the class)

Thursday 19" March - Year 5 Discover Your Gallery - National Gallery

Friday 20" March - Y1 Quest for Weather and Seasons- Freshwater Theatre

Friday 20" March — Year 4 Class Mass

23-27™ March - Year 6 Bikeability (Group B half the class)

Tuesday 24" March - Year 2 Minibeast Safari London Wetlands Centre

Thursday 26™ March - Year 5 Classical Myths live digital session with the Wallace Collection
Thursday 26™ March - Oscar Romero Award Mass Celebration (selected students Y3 and Y4)
Friday 27" March - Way of The Cross KS2 (Led by Year 6)

Friday 27" March - Last day of term School closes 1p.m.

30*" March - 10™ April - Easter Holidays

Monday 13 April - First day of Summer Term

Friday 17" April- Year 3 Class Assembly

Tuesday 21° April - Year 2 Plants Workshop

Wednesday 22" April - Year 3 Printmaking (Collagraph Printing) Orleans House
Friday 24™ April - Whole School Mass for the start of the Summer term led by Year 5
Friday 24™ April - Year 4 trip to Wetland Centre

Thursday 30™" April - Year 5 Turner’s House trip

25%-29* May - Half Term

The next newsletter will be on Friday 13t March 2026



School News

Number Day 2026

Thank you for all your donations for the NSPCC Number Day. We collected £107 in cash donations. You can
also make a donation directly here:

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/nspcc-number-day-
2026?msockid=08983ffala236d5401f2299b1bbb6c0f

On 6th February, we dressed for digits to take part in the NSPCC Number Day and also took part in a range
of different Maths activities.

4 children from year 5 attended a Maths Challenge afternoon at the Guildhall in central London.

Some year 5 and 6 pupils joined Reception in a measuring investigation in class - what could we find in the
classroom that was the same size as our foot? How could we make something the same size as our foot
using cubes, counters or other objects?

Year 1 had a fantastic time celebrating NSPCC Number Day! The children took part in a range of exciting
activities, all centred around the number 8. They learned about the number 8 while helping Octablock on a
special mission, created superhero glasses featuring the number 8, and played a number bond game to test
their skills. There was great excitement as they raced to see who could build their Bot Builder the fastest!
The children also showed their creativity by designing their own T-shirts using their favourite numbers. They
enjoyed playing a part-whole model game, which helped develop their understanding of number
relationships in a fun and engaging way. As part of the day, each child produced two pieces of maths-
inspired artwork influenced by the famous artists Wassily Kandinsky and Georges Seurat, combining
creativity with mathematical thinking. It was a fun-filled day, and Year 1 all agreed that Maths is fun — in

fact, many said it was their best day ever!
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https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/nspcc-number-day-2026?msockid=08983ffa1a236d5401f2299b1bbb6c0f
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Year 1

On Wednesday 25th February, Year 1 took part in an exciting Explorers’ Workshop to celebrate the end of
their history topic. Through a fun and upbeat drama session, the children had the opportunity to delve
deeper into the lives of famous explorers and bravely step into the unknown on their very own expedition!
The workshop brought history to life as pupils acted in role, used their imaginations and worked together as
a team of explorers. During the session, the children learned to develop confidence and expression, to act
in a role as part of an improvisation, to identify similarities and differences between key explorers and their
expeditions as well as to know where events fit in a chronological framework. It was a great way of ending
our Explorers History Topic, and the children thoroughly enjoyed the experience. To celebrate their hard
work and enthusiasm, every child was awarded an Explorer Certificate. Well, done, Year 1! What brilliant
explorers you are!
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Year 2

On Tuesday 24" February Y2 visited the Florence Nightingale Museum where we actually got to
meet Florence Nightingale herself! Florence described her life and work and we discovered so

many things about the 'The Lady with the Lamp', for example, why she went to the Crimea, how
she improved conditions for the soldiers and nurses and what happened as a result of her work.
Then we got the chance to explore the museum in our groups as we went on a hunt for all the

interesting items Florence had mentioned. Finally, we got back together to see how nursing had
changed from Florence’s time to the present day. We had an amazing time and learnt so much.



Year 3

Year 3 has been exploring soils! We began our lesson by analysing some soil samples that were
found in the school grounds. We saw small stones, leaves, sticks and even worms wriggling around!
We learnt that soil is made from weathered rocks, organic matter, water and air. We then drew
pictures of the different components to make compost and agreed that this was a good way to
dispose of any fruit/vegetable scraps we have at home!

Year 4

On Wednesday 25th February, Year 4 enjoyed a trip to Richmond Museum to bridge our Anglo Saxon
History unit with our new unit on the Vikings. We played the role of archeologists to dig up artefacts in
order to discover the identity of a skeleton in an Anglo Saxon Murder Mystery workshop. We found glass
beads, Viking coins, gold broaches, weaving tablets and a toiletry set complete with a spoon to scoop out
ear
wax!




Year 5

On Wednesday 11th February, Year 5 enjoyed an inspiring workshop at Orleans House Gallery learning
about J.M.W. Turner and exploring a new exhibition by award-winning artist and quantum physicist Libby
Heaney, celebrating Turner’s 250th birthday alongside 100 years of quantum physics. The children
responded to the artwork through mark-making, using a range of drawing tools and watercolours. Listening
to different weather sounds helped them explore how marks can be used to express feelings and ideas in
their art.
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On Tuesday 24th February, Year 5 took part in a friendships workshop with Children’s Wellbeing
Practitioner, Steve Alexander. The workshop focussed on understanding & managing our own feelings,
understanding & responding to other people’s feelings and using these skills to have good relationships
with family & friends.

“I'liked learning how friendships are like piggy banks - you have to put things in to be able to take things
out”

“I learnt to be a better friend and how to comfort others when they feel sad and upset.”

“This friendship workshop really helped me be more caring with other people.”

“It taught me what to do when | am angry with my friends and how to fix a friendship relationship.”




Year 6

On Thursday 26th February, Year 6 led the Lenten Reconciliation Service for KS2. As always, the children
were beautifully composed and read clearly and eloquently. They read the parable of The Lost Sheep, which
helped us to understand that when we are lost and lose our way, God is near and is seeking to find us. It
was a lovely chance for all of us to reflect together on lent. Thank you to Father Adrian for making the time
to lead our KS2 service.

Art News

Year 3 have been exploring printmaking inspired by the work of William Morris and May Morris. They
carefully sketched botanical designs after studying the artists’ famous patterns, before transferring and
etching their ideas onto printing tiles. Using ink and brayers, the children created a series of repeating
prints and were delighted with the final results.




Sports News

Year 2 Boys’ Football - Tuesday 10th February
At Rocks Lane, our year 2 boys team played 9 matches, coming away with 6 wins and 1 draw. Well done for
a great effort from each player - they showed real team work!

Borough Swimming Gala - Tuesday 10th February

Ten children from Years 4, 5, and 6 proudly represented our school at the swimming gala. We are incredibly
proud of every child who took part. Each one gave their very best, showing great determination and courage in
every race. What stood out most was their amazing team spirit. They encouraged one another, cheered for their
friends, and celebrated each other’s efforts with such positivity and respect. All ten swimmers were recognised
for their hard work and positive attitude, with each receiving a ribbon, a medal, or both — a wonderful reminder
of their commitment and enthusiasm. It was fantastic to see such teamwork, sportsmanship, and joy on display.
Well done to all our swimmers for making the day so special!

School Meals

We require a full week’s written notice
to move your child to or from school
meals.

If your child has changed to packed
lunches in the last few weeks can you
contact the school office.




Lateness LATE N ESS

How much time can you lose?

It is important to be on time at the start of each day. The start IN ONE SCHOOL YEAR
of school is used to give out instructions or organise work. If =
your child is late they can miss work, time with their class 5 m l n Utes

teacher getting vital information and cause disruption to the
lesson for others. Recently, we have noticed an increase in the
number of late arrivals to school. The school gates open at
8.35am please be on time or early for school so no learning
time is lost please. Thank you for your co-operation.

PTA News

The Great Mary Mag’s Masterminds Quiz Night!

Are you a titan of trivia, a giant of general knowledge, a master of the pop quiz? Then the Mary Mag’s
Masterminds Quiz Night is just what you need!

Our question master will be putting you through your paces from 7pm to 10pm on Friday 13 March in the school
hall at Mary Mag'’s.

Tickets are £15 per person, which includes a curry with rice and side dishes. A vegetarian option is available.
They are available to buy on SCOPay https://www.scopay.com/login, or on SumUp using the following link:
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QM5U6RMZ

We will also have a cash/card bar to keep your little grey cells well lubricated throughout the night.

You can choose to put together your own team ahead of the event, or you can come along and be allocated to a
team on the night.

So, do you have what it takes to beat the mega-brains of Mary Mag’s?

7PM TO 10PM

TICKETS £15 ON SCOPAY OR
SUM UP LINK - INCLUDES
CURRY AND SIDE DISHES*

‘VEGETARIAN OPTION
AVAILAYBLE



https://www.scopay.com/login
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QM5U6RMZ

Community News

Event Details
The Mayor’s Silent Disco
Orleans Park School, Richmond Road, Twickenham TW1 3BA
Saturday 28 February 2026
Welcoming and Relaxed Afternoon Session — 4:30pm to 6:00pm
Designed for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Tickets £10 — accompanying adults attend for free.

Evening Session — 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Open to everyone — come and dance the night away!
Tickets £20 — 25% discount for groups of four or more.
A chill-out zone/quiet room will be available.
Free headset when booking in advance.

Booking
Tickets can be purchased via: www.richmond.gov.uk/mayors_charities
Box Office: 020 8891 7123

All proceeds go to the Mayor’s charities:
Crossroads Care — Supporting Carers
Small Steps — Helping Children with Disabilities

Protecting young minds safeguarding young people from online harmful influences

This event is primarily targeted at parents, carers, and safeguarding professionals responsible for children and young

people. It is designed for those seeking practical tools to manage online risks while maintaining a supportive, non-
judgmental relationship with the minors in their care.

Carter Jonas

We have a new competition for Easter, the children submit a picture of a house with a bunny theme. Either a
house full of easter eggs or rabbits. Something Bunny !!

There is a prize of a Jellycat bunny for the best picture and £300 donation to the school.

Creative fun for
Y:y/ltlb\ly i budding artists

and a £300
LLELLLE )
your school!

in our Easter artwork

competition

Let your imagination blossom
this spring by drawing or
painting a home fit for the
Easter bunny!

@ All entries will be displayed
in our online gallery

@ Competition closes at
midnight on 29 March

@ Winners will be announced
on 31 March

@ Full details can be found in
our T's and C's

en to all primary schaol children in
ission per child. Prizes will be awarded in
Under 7's and Over 7.

Carter Jonas


http://www.richmond.gov.uk/mayors_charities
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17CHaKJYH5Yxb7N7mz7GeaY5BbB9ovy_V/view?usp=sharing

Measles

There has been an increase in measles in London recently and we have a small number of confirmed cases in
young children in Kingston. This is of concern given the rising number of cases across London. The London
outbreak has led to some children having to be hospitalised.

Measles spreads very easily between people who are not vaccinated. Measles can be prevented by vaccination.
All parents and carers want what is best for their child — if your child has missed any of their doses or you’re

unsure, get in touch with your GP surgery. It’s never too late to catch up.

See: NHS vaccinations and when to have them

For more information about measles, see the nhs.uk website https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/.



https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/?wt.mc_id=dhscwintervax_VST_ukchildvaccinationschedule_exactmatch&wt.tsrc=ppc&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22939336463&gbraid=0AAAAADPp1HXj_Dat9_MrzmmGCr4uO70mZ&gclid=Cj0KCQiA49XMBhDRARIsAOOKJHYlkOHeRiF-Bbd4PYCe4UGjem1CIP6vthZua_WoAXGF6a7x9r96CpEaAnxvEALw_wcB
http://nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/

