
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
6th February 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The month of January has flown by! Hopefully the weather will start to improve and we can all enjoy the 
longer evenings. 
 
Last Friday, Year 6 had their class Mass in the church. They read confidently and sang beautifully. A member 
of the congregation emailed me "I was delighted to be at the Year 6 Mass. The pupils were a real credit to 
you. They behaved impeccably, read beautifully, and participated fully". Well done Year 6! 
 
This week I've been covering classes in Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 to allow teachers to attend some meetings or 
sporting events. I've been really impressed with the work ethic the children have displayed and they have 
all behaved really well and are working hard. 
 
Thank you to Year 4 for performing so well at your class assembly. You all displayed such confidence! You 
also delivered a very powerful message about stewardship of God's creation and enhancing the well-being 
of our planet. Well done Year 4! 
 
I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr M Brannigan 

 
Pupil of the Week Friday 30th January 2026 
 
Reception – Akeem for excellent tidying up. 
Year 1 – Maria for having an excellent attitude towards her learning, being keen to participate in class discussions and 
always keen to deepen her understanding. 
Year 2 – Isabelle for always striving to achieve her very best in everything she does. 
Year 3 – Pia for always joining in with class discussions and not being afraid to share her ideas! 
Year 4 – Zoey for showing a love of learning: asking thoughtful questions and making links to previous learning.  
Year 5 – Olly for hard work and good contributions to class. 
Year 6 – Cece for demonstrating focus, dedication and perseverance across the curriculum, striving to do her best  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pupil of the Week Friday 6th February 2026 
 

Reception - Alex for sitting beautifully and listening well. 
Year 1 – Eoin for his enthusiasm, positive attitude, and love of learning and always being keen to ask questions and 
join in with lessons.  
Year 2 – Ivana for fantastic effort in maths this week. 
Year 3 – Skye for working hard in lessons and trying her best to understand new concepts. 
Year 4 – The whole class for their effort in preparing for our class assembly, highlighting the concern of deforestation.  
Year 5 – Leo for his commitment to challenging himself in Maths. 
Year 6 – Andrew for beautiful writing, which demonstrates hard work, focus and application of feedback.  

 

School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 10th February – NO CLUBS THIS WEEK only morning squad (tag rugby Tuesday & netball Wednesday) 
Tuesday 10th February – Swimming Gala (selected students) 
Tuesday 10th February – Parents’ Evening (3.40-5.40p.m.) R, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y6 
Wednesday 11th February - Y5 Turner Mark-making for Shadowscapes Workshop at Orleans House 
Thursday 12th February – Parents’ Evening (5.00-7.00p.m.) R, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y6 
Thursday 12th February - Parents’ Evening (3.40-7.00p.m.) Y1 & Y5 
Friday 13th February – Year 3 Class Mass 
16th-20th February – Half Term 
Tuesday 24th

 February – Y2 Trip to Florence Nightingale Museum  
Wednesday 25th February - Year 4 Anglo Saxon Workshop @Richmond Museum 
Wednesday 25th February - Year 3 DT Primary Engineers Project 
Wednesday 25th February - Year 1 Explorers Workshop - Fundamentals 
Thursday 26th February- Spectacular Science Workshop afternoon - Hampton Prep School (8 selected Y1 pupils) 
Friday 27th February – Year 5 Class Mass 
Friday 6th March – Whole School Mass lead by Year 4 
Monday 9th March - Year 1 and Year 3 Trip to Barnes Common 
11th-13th March - Year 5 Sayers Croft 
Friday 13th March - Year 6 Junior Citizen 
16th-20th March - Year 6 Bikeability (half the class)  
Friday 20th March - Y1 Quest for Weather and Seasons- Freshwater Theatre 
Friday 20th March– Year 4 Class Mass 
23rd-27th March - Year 6 Bikeability (half the class)  
Tuesday 24th March - Y2 Minibeast Safari London Wetlands Centre 
Thursday 26th March - Y5 Classical Myths live digital session with the Wallace Collection  
Thursday 26th March - Oscar Romero Award Mass Celebration (selected students Y3 and Y4) 
Friday 27th March - Way of The Cross KS2 (Led by Year 6) 
Friday 27th March - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
30th March - 10th April - Easter Holidays 
Monday 13th April - First day of Summer Term 
Friday 17th April– Year 3 Class Assembly  
 
The next newsletter will be on Friday 27th February 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School News 
 
Number Day 2026 
 
Today we dressed up for digits to raise money for the NSPCC. You can also make a donation directly here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/nspcc-number-day-
2026?msockid=08983ffa1a236d5401f2299b1bbb6c0f 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/nspcc-number-day-2026?msockid=08983ffa1a236d5401f2299b1bbb6c0f
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/nspcc-number-day-2026?msockid=08983ffa1a236d5401f2299b1bbb6c0f


Year 1 
 
On Friday, 30th January, Father Adrian and Brother Reuben visited Year 1 and spoke to the children about The Hidden 
Life of Jesus. As part of our ongoing learning about where Jesus grew up, the children were asked to imagine what 
Jesus’ house might have looked like and to write down one thing they wondered about His life. The children came up 
with a wide variety of creative ideas, making it a very engaging and thought-provoking session. A big thank you to 
Father Adrian and Brother Reuben for inspiring the children! 

 

Year 1 

What happens when toys come to life at midnight? Year 1 found out during a magical drama workshop! 

On Thursday 29th January 2026, Year 1 took part in an exciting drama workshop led by Perform. The 
children imagined they were in a magical toy workshop where teddies, trains, dolls and puppets come alive 
at midnight. When disaster struck and Peyton Pixel threatened to shut the workshop down, the children 
became magical toys and set off on an adventure to prove their magic and save the toy shop. Everyone had 
a wonderful time and the children were extremely well behaved throughout.  

 



 

Year 2 

On Thursday 29th January Year 2 were delighted to take part in the drama workshop “Midnight in the 
Toyshop” facilitated by Perform for Schools.  We had such fun as we went on a magical adventure to save 
Mrs Tuppence’s magical toyshop as we became teddies, trains, dolls and puppets who all come alive at 
midnight!  

Year 3 
 
Year 3 have been enjoying their French lessons this half term! We have been learning how to say the names 
of different vegetables, asking for un kilo/un demi kilo de and practising putting this into a conversation. 
They were able to say Bonjour! Ca Va? Je voudrais… un kilo/un demi kilo de… S'il vous plait, Merci! Au 
Revoir! The children created props to help them, such as the different vegetables needed, a set of weighing 
scales and the money they will need! We can’t wait for our new topic ‘Les Animaux’ 
 
 

 
Year 4: 
Year 4 celebrated number day looking at the rainforest and deforestation in numbers. They shared their 
learning of rainforests and the importance of caring for creation. The children enjoyed the opportunity to 
take on the role of different animals impacted by deforestation and performed a song to show the 
importance of God’s creation.  
 



 
 
Year 5 
 
Year 5 have enjoyed exploring the Australian picture book The Rabbits by John Marsden with illustrations 
by Shaun Tan.  We observed the illustrations carefully and then focussed on the poetic text.  We worked in 
pairs to present the text to the rest of the class, deciding which partner should say which parts and which 
parts we would read together for greater emphasis and effect. 
The Rabbits is a powerful fable about the effects of colonisation and man’s destruction of the natural world. 
https://www.shauntan.net/rabbits-book 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.shauntan.net/rabbits-book


Year 6  
 
Year 6 enjoyed exploring Darwin’s Theory of Evolution by learning about his visits to the Galapagos Islands 
and his observations of the adaptation of finches. We took part in a fun team activity to find out the 
differences between the finches which were adapted to live on their island, and the finches that were not.  
 

         
 

       
 
See if you can spot the adaptations here: https://www.nhm.ac.uk/schools/teaching-resources/galapagos-
finches-show-beak-differences.html  
 

Science Week: 6th - 15th March 2026 

 

We are still looking for volunteers to sign up and would be very appreciative of your time and help. 

  

We are excited to be celebrating Science Week and would love to make it extra special for our pupils! This 

year’s theme is Curiosity: What’s Your Question? encouraging children to ask questions, explore ideas and 

develop a love of learning. We are inviting parents and carers who work in science, technology, engineering 

or mathematics (STEM) to come into school and talk to a class about how they use STEM in their jobs. 

  

This is a wonderful opportunity for children to meet real-life STEM role models, learn about different 

careers, and discover how science and technology are part of everyday life. Props, demonstrations and 

visuals are more than welcome! 

  

If you would like to volunteer, we would be delighted to hear from you. Talks can be 15–30 minutes long 

and can be adapted to suit the age of the class. Please complete the Google Form below, letting us know 

which dates you are available and how many classes you would be happy to speak to. 

  

Thank you for supporting Science Week. We look forward to hearing from you! 

  
Science Week 2026 - Google Forms 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/schools/teaching-resources/galapagos-finches-show-beak-differences.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/schools/teaching-resources/galapagos-finches-show-beak-differences.html
https://forms.gle/jSwTzT68jHDfmTGfA


School Meals 

       

 
 

  
Sports News 
 
Year 4 Girls’ Football tournament - Thursday 29th January 
Huge congratulations to our brilliant Year 4 girls’ football team for an outstanding performance! Finishing in 
the top four out of 15 teams is a fantastic achievement and a real testament to their teamwork, 
determination, and positive attitude throughout the morning.  We are incredibly proud of every player — 
well done, girls! 
 
 

 
 

We require a full week’s written notice 
to move your child to or from school 
meals. 
If your child has changed to packed 
lunches in the last few weeks can you 
contact the school office. 

 

Lateness 
 
It is important to be on time at the start of each day. The start 
of school is used to give out instructions or organise work. If 
your child is late they can miss work, time with their class 
teacher getting vital information and cause disruption to the 
lesson for others. Recently, we have noticed an increase in the 
number of late arrivals to school. The school gates open at 
8.35am please be on time or early for school so no learning 
time is lost please. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 



Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby - Wednesday 28th January 
A massive congratulations to our Tag Rugby team who competed in a round-robin League format 
against Barnes, East Sheen, Lowther and St Osmund’s. We managed to win 3 and draw 1 and finish 
top of the group!! The team played brilliantly with quick passing and evasive running to score over 17 
trys in 4 games. 
 

 
 
Netball - Wednesday 4th February  
On a sunny Wednesday afternoon, our netball squad hosted St Elizabeth’s in our first fixture of the season. 
Nerves were high but we channelled them into accurate passes, confident interceptions and successful 
shots on goal. After a close fought game, St Mary Magdalen's were victorious, beating St Elizabeth’s 7 - 6. 
Congratulations to the whole squad who were an inspiration to our Year 4 spectators.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PTA News  
 
Tuesday 10th February Pancake Breakfast from 7.50am  
Friday 13th February Valentine theme Mufti Day  
Friday 13th February Valentine theme Cake Sale  
 
Pancake Breakfast  

 
As Shrove Tuesday falls in half term this year the Mary Mags pancake breakfast will be held on Tuesday 10th 
February. Children can arrive from 7.50am then will go straight to class from breakfast.  
 
You can buy tickets via SUMUP link. £6 per child.  
 
Please note breakfast club vouchers cannot be used for the pancake breakfast. Breakfast club will be running as 
usual. 

 
Community News 
 
Protecting young minds safeguarding young people from online harmful influences 

 
This event is primarily targeted at parents, carers, and safeguarding professionals responsible for children and young 
people. It is designed for those seeking practical tools to manage online risks while maintaining a supportive, non-

judgmental relationship with the minors in their care. 
 
 

5 things to do to help manage winter illness 
 
It's important to be aware of the winter illnesses currently circulating. A few simple habits can help keep children, 

families and classrooms healthy. 

 
The latest UKHSA blog for schools and parents/carers includes health messaging on staying home when unwell, 
hand hygiene, catching coughs and sneezes, getting vaccinated, and using NHS resources for more information about 

winter illnesses. 
 

Free classes for Richmond parents- Guided meditation with breathwork and yoga nidra 
 
Mindfulness and Meditation are shown to positively affect the brain, helping you to remain calm in stressful situations 

and to improve focus, memory, physical and mental health and sleep. 
 

A wonderful opportunity to enjoy simple breathing exercises and guided meditations to bring some calm and wellbeing 
into your day. These sessions are suitable for beginners. 

 

More information on this free classes for Richmond parents flyer. 

 
 

Protecting young minds safeguarding young people from online harmful influences 
 

This event is primarily targeted at parents, carers, and safeguarding professionals responsible for children and young 

people. It is designed for those seeking practical tools to manage online risks while maintaining a supportive, non-

judgmental relationship with the minors in their care. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XxZpMX9reWS4x3XczIfD650pgUmigUyg/view?usp=sharing
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2023/01/05/back-to-school-5-things-to-do-to-help-manage-winter-illness/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvxGUWARbQswvuFRlt8fVoD-kEGgv9k0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17CHaKJYH5Yxb7N7mz7GeaY5BbB9ovy_V/view?usp=sharing


 

 Your children may really enjoy this free, outdoors half term event, Gardening 

Together, at Chiswick House and Gardens.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 



 


