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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

23" January 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

The children have made an excellent start to the new term and year. Everyone is working hard and it is
great to see the children trying their best in lessons. Well done children and thank you to all the staff.

Last Friday, we held our first whole school Mass of the new year. Thank you to all the parents and
grandparents who attended the service. Year 3 led the Mass confidently, reading clearly and singing
beautifully. Well done Year 3.

On Wednesday, we invited an Early Years expert to visit our Reception class. She was full of praise and
congratulated the children on their behaviour, kindness to others and listening. Well done to Miss Lynch
and the Reception team!

Today, Year 5 performed their class assembly to the parents and school. They spoke clearly and confidently
about 'Pilgrims of Hope' and sang beautifully. Well done Year 5 - you were amazing!

Have a great weekend.
Best wishes,

Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week Friday 16" January 2026

Reception — Oscar H for sharing wonderful ideas in class

Year 1 —Israel for his incredible positivity everyday toward learning and for working so hard in all subjects.
Year 2 — Lucy for always having a go at everything

Year 3 — The whole class - for leading their first whole school mass so beautifully and confidently

Year 4 — Stanley - For being a reliable, willing member of the class and for his commitment to writing this week.
Year 5 — Luke T for his hard work and perseverance.

Year 6 — Isobel for outstanding enthusiasm, effort and contribution across the curriculum

Pupil of the Week Friday 23" January 2026

Reception — Safiyyah- for showing great listening skills and being helpful

Year 1 — Finn for consistent hard work and positive attitude to learning and for showing great respect towards his
teachers and classmates.

Year 2 — Layla for her amazing commitment to everything she does.

Year 3 — Georgina for challenging herself and showing great perseverance

Year 4 - Rory - for excellent focus this week during lessons and persevering during problem solving.

Year 5 — Bencico for his curiosity about learning and for trying to improve the presentation of his work.

Year 6 — Arthur for excellent contributions across the curriculum and for always being willing to share his ideas



School Diary Dates

Tuesday 27thJanuary — NCMP Reception and Y6 Heights and Weights (Rescheduled Date)

Thursday 29" January — KS1 Drama4All Workshop

Friday 30" January — Year 6 Class Mass — 9.30am

Thursday 5™ February - Year 5 DT Primary Engineers Project

Friday 6th February - NSPCC Number Day - Dress up as a number in return for a donation to the NSPCC
Friday 6 February — Year 4 Class Assembly

Friday 6t February — Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils)
Tuesday 10' February — Swimming Gala (selected students)

Tuesday 10" February — Parents’ Evening (3.40-5.40p.m.) R, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y6

Wednesday 11" February - Y5 Turner Mark-making for Shadowscapes Workshop at Orleans House
Thursday 12" February — Parents’ Evening (5.00-7.00p.m.) R, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y6

Thursday 12" February - Parents’ Evening (3.40-7.00p.m.) Y1 & Y5

Friday 13" February — Year 3 Class Mass

Tuesday 24w February — Y2 Trip to Florence Nightingale Museum

The next newsletter will be on Friday 6th February 2026

School News

NSPCC Number Day 2026

On February 6th we will be fundraising for the NSPCC. Children are encouraged to come to school dressed
as a number and will be taking part in Maths activities in class. As children will be collecting donations at
the playground gate, we would welcome cash contributions.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/charity-fundraising/schools-fundraising-ideas/number-day/

Year 1

Year 1 took part in a Zoolab workshop on Monday 12th January, where the children met and learned about a
fascinating range of animals, including a giant snail, a millipede, a tree frog, a corn snake and two gerbils. The children
were highly engaged throughout the session and asked lots of thoughtful questions. They also showed great bravery
in touching and holding the animals. The visit was both exciting and educational, and the children thoroughly enjoyed
the experience



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/charity-fundraising/schools-fundraising-ideas/number-day/

Year 2

We were delighted that Zoolab came to visit us here in Y2 on Monday 12 January, bringing with them some amazing
animals for us to meet. Firstly, we met a giant snail called “Snail”! He wasn’t even fully grown but he was enormous.
Then we met Milly the millipede who was a lovely chocolate brown colour. We also met a tree frog but he had to be

kept in a box so that he didn’t jump away! Finally, we met a couple of lovely gerbils who were very fluffy and cute.

Then on Wednesday 14" January we had our safe scooting training in the playground. We learnt how to scoot slowly
and sensibly on the pavement, staying close to our responsible adult. We learnt how to look where we are going, to
be polite and share the pavement with others, ensuring we look out for hazards such as vehicles crossing the
pavement at driveways. Most important we learnt to stop well before the kerb and to ensure we always walk across
the road.

Year 3




Year 3 have been enjoying their new science topic, Rocks! We learned that
rock is a natural material. Over the past few weeks, we have been working like real scientists, exploring the physical
properties of rocks and comparing and grouping them by investigating their hardness. To do this, we carried out a
scratch test and recorded our results in a table. We found that chalk and slate are soft rocks because they scratch
easily, while granite and basalt are hard rocks because they do not scratch easily.

We have also been exploring permeability by using a pipette to drop water onto each rock and recording whether the
water was absorbed or stayed on the surface. We discovered that chalk is permeable because it absorbs water, while
slate is impermeable because the water sits on the surface. This means that slate would be a good choice for roof
tiles if we were fixing a leak. Well done Year 3 - You ROCK!

Year 4
Year 4 have started a new enrichment activity this term - playing the Dood! Doods are single-reed instruments that

act as entry level clarinets. They have learned the parts of the Dood and can already play E, C and D and have started
to put together a recognisable tune.




Year 6

Year 6 had a visit from Father Adrian and Brother Reuben to talk about Saint John Bosco. Saint John Bosco
(or ‘Don Bosco’) will be the focus of our special votive class Mass on Friday January 30th. Brother Reuben
talked to the class about the life and work of Don Bosco and his mission to improve the lives and education
of children and young people: eventually setting up the Salesian Order, of which Brother Reuben is a part
of. Father Adrian and Brother Reuben then helped the children write their own bidding prayers for their
class Mass. Thank you to Father Adrian for organising and for Brother Reuben for his interesting and
animated talk.

Art

The Royal Academy of Arts is inviting children to enter the Young Artists’ Summer Show, a free art exhibition for
young artists aged 4-19. Selected artworks will be displayed online and at the Royal Academy in London. Mary
Magdalen’s pupils can take part by uploading a photo of their artwork to the school assignment in Google Classroom
by 3 March, along with a title, short description, size and permission form. This is an exciting chance to have your

artwork seen in a famous gallery — good luck! Mrs Black HA Calforentries
Science Week: 6th - 15th March 2026 @ eRNCE @_
WEEK "\

We are excited to be celebrating Science Week and would love to
make it extra special for our pupils! This year’s theme is Curiosity:
What’s Your Question? encouraging children to ask questions,
explore ideas and develop a love of learning. We are inviting
parents and carers who work in science, technology, engineering
or mathematics (STEM) to come into school and talk to a class about how they
use STEM in their jobs.

Royal
Acade
o Artsmy

This is a wonderful opportunity for children to meet real-life STEM role models, learn about different
careers, and discover how science and technology are part of everyday life. Props, demonstrations and
visuals are more than welcome!


https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

If you would like to volunteer, we would be delighted to hear from you. Talks can be 15-30 minutes long
and can be adapted to suit the age of the class. Please complete the Google Form below, letting us know
which dates you are available and how many classes you would be happy to speak to.

Thank you for supporting Science Week. We look forward to hearing from you!

Science Week 2026 - Google Forms

PTA News

Tuesday 10th February Pancake Breakfast from 7.50am
Friday 13th February Valentine theme Mufti Day
Friday 13th February Valentine theme Cake Sale
Pancake Breakfast

As Shrove Tuesday falls in half term this year the Mary Mags pancake breakfast will be held on Tuesday 10th
February. Children can arrive from 7.50am then will go straight to class from breakfast.

You can buy tickets on SCOPay now. £6 per child. https://www.scopay.com/login

Please note breakfast club vouchers cannot be used for the pancake breakfast. Breakfast club will be running as
usual.

Community News

Join the Richmond borough wide community conversation

The is an opportunity to meet your councillors to let them know what
matters to you and share your ideas for the future of Richmond upon Thames.

The next Community Conversation is: Monday 26 January 2026 at 7pm-9pm.

Doors open 6.30pm
Duke Street Church, Quadrant Road Richmond upon Thames, TW9 1DH

Free classes for Richmond parents- Guided meditation with breathwork and yoga nidra

Mindfulness and Meditation are shown to positively affect the brain, helping you to remain calm in stressful situations
and to improve focus, memory, physical and mental health and sleep.

A wonderful opportunity to enjoy simple breathing exercises and guided meditations to bring some calm and wellbeing
into your day. These sessions are suitable for beginners.


https://forms.gle/jSwTzT68jHDfmTGfA
https://forms.gle/jSwTzT68jHDfmTGfA
https://www.scopay.com/login
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/borough-wide-community-conversation-tickets-1976193845991
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TOLn_VDNOZoc-s4LSiZQw-l4I_9XUcW1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvxGUWARbQswvuFRlt8fVoD-kEGgv9k0/view?usp=sharing

@

sT. JOHN BOSCOY

BELIEVERS, FREE TO SERVE

| 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Join us @ St. John Bosco C(JHe-gx.'.
Parkham Street, Battersea, SW11 3DQ. ”

= Activities
¥ TEAMWORK, EDUCATIVE GAMES, CREATIVE WORKSHOPS &
¢ REFLECTIVE MOMENTS

PARTICIPANTS: YOUNG PEOPLE YEAR 5+ for registration
¥4 batterseayouthministry@salesians.org.uk (&) 07349868215




61 North Worple Way SW14 8PR Vehicle access via Alder Rd.
lom us for a Curry & Quiz Night
e pm on Saturday 31 January

Come alonﬁ' :
or CDme as a
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e L B2
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Tlckets £12 in advance 4

Booking essential via ticket

'
Chicken and Vegetable/Vegan ®

options available with rice.

— Ticket includes food & quiz
Licensed bar: cash/cards




