by

ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

9th January 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we enter into the New Year, | hope that you had the opportunity to rest and relax with your loved ones over the
Christmas break. It was lovely to welcome the children back to school this week after the Christmas
holiday. Everyone is looking refreshed and ready for the term ahead.

The Christmas performances were a real highlight and a wonderful celebration of the children’s confidence,
creativity and teamwork. Thank you for supporting the children — it truly made the performances

special.

| hope that 2026 will be a fantastic year for all of us. God bless.

Best wishes,

Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Hannah- for being kind and friendly

Year 1 — Connie-Rose — For working extremely hard and facing every challenge with a big smile.

Year 2 — Agnes — Listening attentively in class, you always challenge yourself and never give up!

Year 3 — Leo — Has been working really hard in class and responding positively to feedback.

Year 4 — Olive — For always offering thoughtful contributions to class discussions in such an articulate manner.
Year 5 — Olivia — For always trying her best and good contributions in class.

Year 6 — William - For impressing everybody with your well-considered ideas in science and geography.



School Diary Dates

Monday 5t January - First day of Spring Term

Friday 9thJanuary — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day - 9.30am

Monday 12t January — KS1 Zoolab Workshop

Wednesday 14" January — Year 2 Scooter Training

Wednesday 14t January — 25t March - Y5 Primary Classics Classes at St Pauls (selected pupils)
Thursday 15 January — Year 4 Clarinet lessons begin (8 weeks)

Thursday 15" January — Year 4 Cosmic book group (selected pupils)

Friday 16t January - Whole school Mass led by year 3 - 9.30am

Wednesday 215 January — 25t March - Y5 Primary Classics Classes at St Pauls (selected pupils)
Friday 23" January — Year 5 Class Assembly — 9.00am

Tuesday 27t January — NCMP Reception and Y6 Heights and Weights (Rescheduled Date)
Thursday 29" January — KS1 Drama4All Workshop

Friday 30" January — Year 6 Class Mass — 9.30am

Thursday 5™ February - Year 5 DT Primary Engineers Project

Friday 6 February — Year 4 Class Assembly

Friday 6th February — Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils)
Tuesday 10" February — Swimming Gala (selected students)

Tuesday 10" February — Parents’ Evening (3.40-5.40p.m.)

Wednesday 11% February - Y5 Turner Mark-making for Shadowscapes Workshop at Orleans House
Thursday 12% February — Parents’ Evening (5.00-7.00p.m.)

Friday 13" February — Year 3 Class Mass

Tuesday 24w February — Y2 Trip to Florence Nightingale Museum

School News

Open Days

We are pleased to continue offering school tours for parents and carers to visit our school. Please call the school
office on 020 8876 6679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your place on a tour. The
closing date is the 15" January.

Important Information Regarding the School Office for the New Year

As stated in the newsletter before Christmas, at the start of this term, we would like to inform ";-_a
all parents and carers that the school office will be operating with a temporarily reduced team. ‘ {.

We ask for your understanding and co-operation during this time.

e we ask that you to make every effort to be on time when dropping off and collecting your children.

e children should enter the school through the main playground and NOT through the school reception.

e if your child will be absent, please email the school office before 9am for each day of absence.

e if there are any changes to your child's pick-up arrangements, please try to let your child's teacher know. Last
minute calls or late email notifications to the school office regarding pick up changes should be avoided.

e please ensure your child has all essential belongings with them before arriving at school.

e if you have any non-urgent queries, please consider emailing rather than telephoning or calling to the school
office directly.


mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

In the Spring term, we will be changing the frequency of our newsletters to every fortnight. This is because of
reduced staff in the school office. With this in mind, please keep an eye on our website for important dates and
events. The next newsletter will be sent out on Friday 23 January.

Parent Governor Vacancy

| am writing to advise you that our governing board currently has a vacancy for one Parent Governor. If you feel
you have the time and the skills to support the school, please make an appointment to see Mr Brannigan, by
Friday 16* January so he can explain the role and commitment involved.

PTA News

Thank you all so much for all your support over the last few weeks preparing for the Christmas Fair. Thanks to all of
your support and generosity we raised a fabulous £4983. A really fantastic amount for our small school.

Friday, Jan 17th New Year Mufti Day in exchange for unwanted Christmas Gifts
Friday, 14th February Valentine Theme ‘Wear what you love’ End Half Term Mufti

Friday, 14th February Valentine Theme Cake Sale

Community News

Do you need support with your annual fuel bills? We can help!

Cost of Living Support

Residents with low earnings and in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible for assistance with fuel costs over the
winter period.

The Fuel Grant Scheme is open until Friday 16 January 2026 to allow low-income households to apply for
assistance with their fuel costs.

How much you will get

If successful, payment of up to £170 will be made directly to your energy supplier.

Who is eligible

This scheme is open to anyone on a low income in receipt of Housing Benefit, Universal Credit or Council Tax
Reduction. This includes pensioners.

You are still eligible if you receive help with your fuel costs from anywhere else.

Only one award can be made per eligible household.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.richmond.gov.uk%2Fcost_of_living_hub%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019b93d4fb63-dd98da73-5e36-421d-9cac-474fe21d376a-000000/hjbr0pAfn12e0NQe2qrtXpC2bNO_Hz1g3wjGioy_Rqc=438
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