
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
19th December 2025 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
The Christmas Fair was a lovely event, thank you to everyone for attending, the PTA raised a great deal of funds for 
the school. Thank you for your support. Thank you also to all the PTA members and the volunteers who helped with 
the fair in so many ways (organising, setting up and tidying away etc.) some parents and volunteers were at the 
school very late (and very early on the morning of the fair) setting up all the wonderful stalls and activities. You are all 
amazing, THANK YOU! 
 
On Thursday evening, we were treated to a glorious Carol Concert by KS2. The singing was beautiful and this created 
a wonderful atmosphere in the church. Many thanks to all the children and to Year 4 for leading the concert. Thanks 
also to Mrs Wallis-Jiang and Ms Gallagher for organising the concert with the KS2 staff and to Mr Andrew Barratt for 
playing the piano. 
 
We have had a great deal of success over the past year or so, here are some of the things we have achieved together: 
 

• Wonderful, kind, hardworking children 

• Fabulous new playground 

• 100% in phonics 

• Brilliant PTA and volunteers who have contributed so much to the school 

• KS1 and KS2 SATs above the Richmond average and significantly above the national average 

• Oscar Romero Award  

• A National Attendance Award 

• Refurbished outside learning area with soft surface for the Reception children 

• Continued strong Parish and community links 

• Section 48 Inspection – outstanding in all 9 areas 
 
St Mary Mags is a wonderful school, thank you to everyone, children, staff, parents, PTA, volunteers, governors and 
parish. 
 
On behalf of all the staff at St Mary Magdalen’s, we wish you and your families a very peaceful and joyful Christmas. 
All the best for 2026! With God’s blessings. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Merry Christmas. 
Mr Martin Brannigan 

 

 

 
 



 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Grace – for showing excellent listening skills and effort in all our lessons this week.  
Year 1 – Katya – for demonstrating excellent resilience and perseverance.  
Year 2 – Adam – for a fantastic attitude to learning.  
Year 3 – Leo – for working hard to improve his work, contributing ideas and demonstrating respectful behaviour.  
Year 4 – The Whole Class Choir – for their wonderful signing and reading at the Christmas concert.  
Year 5 – Everyone who attended the carol concert – for your great singing! 
Year 6 – The Whole Class – for a fantastic term, full of hard work and fun. Thank you for being brilliant! 
 

School Diary Dates 
 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Wednesday 14th January – 25th March - Y5 Primary Classics Classes at St Pauls (selected pupils) 
Friday 16th January - Whole school Mass led by year 3 9.30am 
Tuesday 27th January – NCMP Reception and Y6 Heights and Weights (Rescheduled Date) 
Friday 6th February – Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils) 
Tuesday 24th February – Y2 Trip to Florence Nightingale Museum  
Monday 9th March – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk 
Wednesday 11th March – Friday 13th March – Y5 Trip Sayers Croft  
Wednesday 11th March – All of Y4 (and Y6 Choir) Barnes Music Festival at Wathen Hall, St Paul’s School  
Monday 11th March – Y5 Trip Sayers Croft 
Monday 18th May – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Friday 12th June – Y3 Trip to Richmond Synagogue 

 
School News 
 
Open Days 
 
We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of 
a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our last 
scheduled open day is Friday 9th January 2026 – 9.30-10.30am.  Please call the school office on 020 8876 6679 or 
email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your place on a tour. The closing date is the 15th January.  
 

 
Important Information Regarding the School Office for the New Year 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• we ask that you to make every effort to be on time when dropping off and collecting your children.  

• children should enter the school through the main playground and NOT through the school reception.  

• if your child will be absent, please email the school office before 9am for each day of absence. 

• if there are any changes to your child's pick-up arrangements, please try to let your child's teacher know. Last 
minute calls or late email notifications to the school office regarding pick up changes should be avoided. 

• Please ensure your child has all essential belongings with them before arriving at school.  

• if you have any non-urgent queries, please consider emailing rather than telephoning or calling to the school 
office directly.  

 

 

At the start of the New Year, we would like to inform all parents and carers that the school 
office will be operating with a temporarily reduced team.  
 
We ask for your understanding and co-operation during this time to help ensure the continued 
smooth running of office procedures.  
 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


 
 
In the Spring term we will be changing the frequency of our newsletters to every fortnight. This is because of reduced 
staff in the school office.  With this in mind, please keep an eye on our website for important dates and events.  

 
A Huge Thank You to Our Amazing PTA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone at St Mary Magdalen’s would also like to say a great big THANK YOU to our PTA members and to anyone 
who has volunteered to help at an event this term.  Not only have you brought our community together but you have 
also generated substantial funds to support our school’s initiatives. You really are making a difference. 
 
 
A Wonderful Whole-school Christmas Lunch! 
 
On Wednesday, our whole school came together to enjoy a festive Christmas lunch. The hall was filled with laughter, 
singing, and the delicious aroma of a traditional Christmas meal. 
 
A huge thank you to our amazing kitchen team for their hard work and dedication in preparing such a fantastic feast 
for everyone. Their effort made the day truly special for everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Thank you Volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh Yes They Did! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Tea Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special pantomime performance of "The Reluctant Dragon" added an 
extra layer of joy and excitement to our final week before the Christmas 
holidays.  
 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the lively and entertaining show, creating 
a festive atmosphere that brought smiles and laughter to everyone. It was 
a wonderful way to kick off the holiday spirit and create lasting memories 
for the children.  
 
 

 

 

Our Headteacher's Tea Party recipients had a lovely time this 
week. The main focus for this term was:  
 
Improvement in phonics - Gabriele, Olivia, Senuritha and Eran 
(Reception & Year 1)  
 
Improvement in handwriting and presentation - Rosie, Georgina, 
Hary, Olive, Ava and JP (Y2, Y3, Y4 & Y6)     
 
Excellent handwriting and presentation - Leia and Alessandro (Y5)             
 

 

 

Mr Brannigan and the team would like to say a huge thank you to our 
amazing volunteers who support us every week listening to the children 
read, running the school library, attending sports fixtures and club 
coaches.  
 
You are amazing and we’re so lucky to have you! 
 



 
 
 
Our Talented Musicians Rock the Stage! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children who participate in the iRock Music Club gave a fantastic end of term concert to parents this week. 
They fearlessly stood in front of the audience and performed some up to date chart music. Well done to all those 
involved.  
 



 
KS2 Carol concert led by Year 4 
 
On Thursday evening, we were treated to a glorious Carol Concert by KS2. The singing was beautiful and this created 
a wonderful atmosphere in the church. Many thanks to all the children and to Year 4 for leading the concert. Thanks 
also to Mrs Wallis-Jiang and Ms Gallagher for organising the concert with the KS2 staff and to Mr Andrew Barratt for 
playing the piano. 

 
 

 
 
Year 1 
 
Year 1 enjoyed different Christmas activities from baking gingerbread cookies, to sewing stockings, writing Christmas 
cards and making different decorations. The classroom was full of Christmas spirit and we all had a great time singing 
Christmas carols and doing all the activities. Thank you to all the parents who came and helped Year 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Year 3 
 
Year 3 have worked so hard over the last few weeks to write their own chase stories, inspired by the book Black Dog 
by Levi Pinfold. This morning they were invited to Year 1 and Year 4 to share their published stories. They had great 
fun reading them aloud and sharing their ideas with each other. Well done Year 3! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Art and DT Year 5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA News 
 
Thank you all so much for all your support over the last few weeks preparing for the Christmas Fair. Thanks to all of 
your support and generosity we raised a fabulous £4983. A really fantastic  amount for our small school.  
 
Thank you to everyone for your donations leading up to the fair and volunteering on the day. It wouldn’t work 
without everyone being involved.  
 
Thank you especially to our amazing prize collectors - the wheel of fortune had the most prizes it’s ever had, Ben year 
1, Catie year 2, Katie year 3/1, Harriet year 1, Abbie year 6 and Michael yr 1. Also thank you for the fantastic Luxe 
Tripper prize donated by Avi Year 3/1.  
 
A very special thank you to Gemma Neilson in year 5 for her generous donation of sausages and bacon from her 
company Wells Farm Fine Foods.  
 
Thank you to all those who helped with the huge task of set up, moving tables, putting up gazebos, wrapping wheel 
of fortune gifts and so much else. B Year 3/1, Ali year 1, Beatriz year R, Harue and Jun year 6/4, Barney year 4, Ben 
year 1, Tim W year 4, Liam yr 6/2, David yr 4/1, Bridget yr 3/1, Chris year 2/R, Vian yr 2, Simon yr 5/2, David  yr 5/2. 
And thank you to all who helped with the massive task of clear up. We finished in record time this year.  
 
A very special thank you to Graham, Catie, Abbie, Katie, B and Issac who stayed till midnight putting finishing touches 
to the grotto. It was worth it! And thank you to Chris year 6, Nick year 6 and Tim C year 4 for being our very fabulous 
special grotto guest!   
 
Thank you also to Father Adrian for drawing the raffle.  
 
Thank you all and Merry Christmas from the PTA 
Abbie, Avi, Carrie, Catie, Claire, Harriet, Holly, Graham, Katie, Lucy and Sonica  
 
 

 

Year 5 have won Teach Plus' Christmas Bauble decorating 
competition, winning £250 worth of resources for the school! 
 
 "We had lots of schools take part and we're absolutely 
delighted to say that yours came out on top." - Mary Welman, 
Teach Plus. 
 
Well done to year 5 and to Mrs Black for providing the 
inspiration for their work! 
 

 



 
 
 
Community News/Workshops 
 

Family Hub Programmes  
 
Childcare Entitlement Information Sessions - Jill Anderson from the Family Information Service hosts free online 
sessions to provide guidance on childcare options, entitlements, and support for childcare costs.  Virtual information 
sessions for Kingston and Richmond residents -  
 
For details please email fis@achievingforchildren.org.uk  

 
 
 
4 Tips for Giving Tech Gifts this Christmas 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
If you are planning on giving a piece of technology to a child 
this Christmas, this guide will give you tips for parents and 
carers to consider before those devices, whether new or ‘new 
to you’, are unwrapped on December 25th. 
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Final thought … 

 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year  

from everyone at St Mary Magdalen’s School.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


