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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

12th December 2025

Dear Parents,

‘Everyone loves a baby’, this year’s Nativity play, was performed by Reception, Year 1 and led by Year 2. The
performance of the children was absolutely amazing; the songs, acting and comic timing were first class! All of the
children should be really proud of themselves for delivering such a polished performance. Well done children! Thanks
also to all the EYFS and KS1 staff for preparing the children so well. Next week it will be the turn of KS2 to show their
talents, at the Christmas Carol Concert, in the church.

Well done also to the School Choir who sang at St George’s Cathedral, at an Advent Service. Thank you to Mrs Wallis-
Jiang for preparing the children so well.

On this Gaudete Sunday — the third Sunday of Advent — we light the pink candle on our wreath and are invited to
reflect on the Advent theme of Joy. This Sunday, we take a short hiatus from the sentiment of repentance and
preparation of the season as we are given a glimpse into the joy we find in the manger with the infant Jesus.

If you have a child, who will require a Reception place in September 2026 please make sure you fill in the required
forms online and inform the school. If you need any assistance please let the school office know. Applications for
Reception places close very soon, on 15" January 2026.

The Christmas Fair is on Saturday (12 — 4pm), it would be great to see you there.

Have a good weekend.

Mr Martin Brannigan
Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

Reception — The Whole Class — for your amazing performance in your first Nativity.

Year 1 — The Whole Class — for your excellent performance in the Nativity.

Year 2 — The Whole Class — for your fantastic Nativity performance

Year 3 — Josiah — for always trying his best - even when something is tricky, he perseveres to find the correct answer.
Year 4 — Noah — for excellent effort with his handwriting presentation this week.

Year 5 — Leo Di Maria — for always working his hardest in every lesson.

Year 6 — Nico - for impressing everybody with your focus and enthusiasm across the curriculum this week.



School Diary Dates

Tuesday 16" December — whole school pantomime funded by the PTA - thank you!
Wednesday 17" December — iRock Concert 9.30am

Wednesday 17" December — Whole School Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18" December - KS2 Carol Concert led by Y4 5.00pm in the Church

Friday 19" December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m.

Monday 5" January - First day of Spring Term

Friday 9*" January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

Wednesday 14™ January — 25" March - Y5 Primary Classics Classes at St Pauls (selected pupils)

Tuesday 27" January — NCMP Reception and Y6 Heights and Weights (Rescheduled Date)

Friday 6% February — Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils)
Monday 9" March — Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk

Wednesday 11" March — Friday 13 March — Y5 Trip Sayers Croft

Wednesday 11™ March — All of Y4 (and Y6 Choir) Barnes Music Festival at Wathen Hall, St Paul’s School
Monday 11™ March — Y5 Trip Sayers Croft

Monday 18" May — Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk

PTA Diary Dates

Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2
Friday 19th December Mufti Day

School News

Open Days

Come along to one of our Open Mornings — they are a fantastic way to get to know us. There will be a tour, and you
will get the chance to meet our wonderful teachers and children. While these are aimed at families looking for a
reception place for the next academic year, those looking to transfer mid-year are also welcome.

Please call the school office on 020 8876 6679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your
place on a tour.

Our final tour date and time is below -
e Friday 9" January at 9.30am

If these dates are not convenient, please contact the school office to arrange a separate visit.
Thank you!

A huge thank you to our Junior Choir for their wonderful
performance at the Open Day! Your talent added so
much to the event.

In addition, thank you Arthur for playing the piano and
Abigail for presenting to the parents. (Tuesday
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The Nativity

Christmas has well and truly begun here at St Mary Magdalen’s, thanks to a fantastic Nativity performance of
Everyone Loves a Baby. Our wonderful Year 2 pupils led the show with such confidence and sparkle, giving us a truly

spectacular performance. They were brilliantly supported by Year 1 and Reception, whose energetic and enthusiastic
singing filled the hall with joy.

It was a heart-warming occasion as families and friends joined us to celebrate the festive season. Moments like these
remind us of the strength and warmth of the St Mary Magdalen’s community. As we continue our journey through
Advent, we feel incredibly proud of all the children for their focus, teamwork, and shining smiles. What a magical way
to welcome the Christmas celebrations into our hearts!




Reception

On Friday, Reception Class took some very
special letters to the post box.

They were very excited to walk to the post
box to send their letters to Father
Christmas. They used their phonics to write
their letters before making a wish as they
posted them to the North Pole!

| wonder if they will get a letter back?

Junior Choir at the Archdiocese Advent Service

On 9th December, 18 members of our Junior Choir proudly represented St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary School
at the annual Archdiocese of Southwark Primary Schools Advent Service held at St George’s Cathedral. Joining more
than 1,000 children from across the Archdiocese, our pupils sang “We Three Kings” as part of the beautiful liturgy
that marked the beginning of the Advent season. As a school, we also brought forward our Advent Promises and our
gift donations for children in need. These were gratefully received by the Catholic Children’s Society, who will ensure
the gifts reach families requiring support during this special time of year.

We are incredibly proud of our choir members for their reverent singing throughout the service. Thank you to all
families who contributed to the Advent gift collection — your generosity brings hope and joy to others.
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Sports News

Year 4 Football

A big well done to the Year 4 Boys football
team who competed in the local football
festival at Rocks Lane.

They managed to win three games and drew
two. A fantastic achievement, well done Team
St Mary Mags!

On Friday 12th December, year 5 and 6 attended the Liquid
Nitrogen show given by staff from the National Physics
Laboratory (NPL) at St Paul's school.

We saw how temperature affects physical properties such
as the flexibility of latex in a tennis ball, witnessed
condensing and evaporating air in balloons and learnt how
the expansion of gases drives mechanical systems such as
explosive device (a Pringles tube!)
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00 First Round success!

WORDS

Congratulations Lucy Wallis-Jones (Year 2)! We're pleased to say that the following made it through to the next stage of 500 Words:

+ Cindy the Spring Fairy
by Lucy Wallis-Jones on 03/11/2025

We received tens of thousands of entries and only around 5,000 go through for the second round of judging by the Reading Agency. You should be very proud!
We’'ll be back in touch with an update when we have selected our shortlisted stories in January.
Best wishes,

The 500 Words Team




KS2 Carol Service

The KS2 Carol Service will be held on Thursday 18th December 2025 at 5 p.m. in

) o the Church.
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are permitted to attend. They will sit with their parents and are asked to wear
uniform please.

We are asking that KS2 children return to school in full, smart uniform and meet their teacher in their classrooms.
Please return no earlier than 4:30 and no later than 4:45 p.m. The children will process to church and then return to
their classrooms after the concert. Please collect your child from the playground.

Club News

":b We are very lucky to offer a wide range of clubs at St Mary Magdalen’s Primary and
) “B s hope that your child has the chance to enjoy and benefit from these opportunities.
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' We have included some exciting new clubs this term; Jazz Hands, SAMSA, (Sensory
and Motor Skills Activities), Graffiti Art Club, and Minecraft Coding Club.

Most clubs will start the week beginning Monday 12 January 2026. After school
clubs start at 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Please collect your child from the school playground
at 4:30p.m. Most clubs will run until the week ending Friday 27" March, but may
run for different amounts of weeks depending on other school activities and
calendar dates.

NS Sport After School Care Club runs throughout the year.

We can offer 1 or 2 free places per club to help families suffering from economic hardship. Please contact the
school office in confidence if you are interested in finding out more information.

Our Breakfast Club is £6 per session. It is held every school day 7:50 - 8.40 a.m. Please book a place for your child in
advance up to midnight the day before via SCOPay https://www.scopay.com/login

For bookings and more information please follow the link to our website - School Clubs

Moving House — Keep us Informed

Please let us know if you are moving home, changing address or if
your contact or emergency contact details have changed.

It is important that the information we hold is kept up to date.
Please email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk with any
changes.

Zip card applications now open

TfL have opened applications for Zip photo cards. You can now apply for Zip photocards for ages 5-10, 11-15 and 16+
at Free and discounted travel
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PTA News

Christmas Fair - Saturday 13th December 12-4pm

One sleep to go! Please do invite your friends, family and neighbours to come along, all are welcome, there will be
delicious food, mulled wine, wheel of fortune, tombolas, performances from the school choirs, lots of fun games and
more.

The school would like to remind parents that it is the parent’s responsibility to supervise their child(ren) at all
times whilst they are at the fair.

Movie Night - Wednesday 17th December

Movie Night tickets are on Scopay now. £8 per child which includes popcorn, juice, hot dog and a Mary Mag's
Christmas hot chocolate. The movie will be Home Alone 2. If you can volunteer at movie night please let your class
rep know. Thank you.

Community News/Workshops

Do you need help with your annual winter Fuel Bills?

Richmond upon Thames residents with low earnings and in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible for assistance
with fuel costs over the winter period. The Fuel Grant Scheme is open until 16 January 2026 to allow low-income
households to apply for assistance with their fuel costs.

Safeguarding
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the

school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the SPA
directly on the number below or the police.

Key contacts:
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679

w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Keeping
Single Point of Access (SPA): children
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000 safe is

everyone's

Local Authority Designated Officer: e waw
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675 responsibility
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk

If a child is in immediate danger, the police should be contacted on 999.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.richmond.gov.uk%2Ffuel_grants%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101939c7e44f1-47d60ee0-4c7b-43a0-ba88-209ee24d02dd-000000/ykImA83_JKrcRMsOlp1XmI3ShfWmpj5qwm91vnOwjUo=382

Final thought ...

See you on Saturday!




