
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
28th November 2025 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The Maths Mastering Number sessions, aimed at EYFS and KS1 children have been a great success, many thanks to 
the parents; the attendance levels have been amazing. Thanks also to the teachers for working hard to prepare these 
highly successful sessions. 
 
Year 1 and 3 went to Barnes Common this week. Year 1 were searching for different colour leaves and learned all 
about the Autumn season. Year 3 did an exploration walk around the common looking for ‘Autumn Treasures’.  They 
also went on a hunt to find Autumn poems. They all had a wonderful time and were a credit to the school. Many 
thanks to the staff and all the parent volunteers that make these trips possible. 
 
The school held two Advent liturgies on Friday, one in each Key Stage. The children were reverent throughout.  They 
read aloud beautifully and the liturgies were very moving. Many thanks to Father Adrian for joining us for these 
liturgies. 
 
As Christmas draws near, I find myself swept up in a flurry of activity; there are presents to buy, decorations to hang 
and food to prepare. But since the earliest days of the faith, Christians all over the world have purposefully taken 
time before Christmas to focus on the meaning of the coming of Jesus into our world as crucial, spiritual preparation. 
This is what advent is about. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr. Martin Brannigan 
 
 

Open Days 
 
Come along to one of our Open Mornings – they are a fantastic way to get to know us. There will be presentations, 
tours, and you will get the chance to meet our wonderful teachers and children. While these are aimed at families 
looking for a reception place for the next academic year, those looking to transfer mid-year are also welcome.  
 
Please call the school office on 020 8876 6679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your 
place on a tour. 
 
All tours dates and times are below -  

• Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am 

• Friday 9th January at 9.30am 

 
If these dates are not convenient, please contact the school office to arrange a separate visit.  

 
 
 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


 
 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Eliza Rose – for being a kind and helpful friend to everyone in Reception.   
Year 1 – Dominik – for consistently putting 100% into his work and for approaching every task with determination.  
Year 2 – Josh – for being a fantastic mental mathematician.  
Year 3 – Ava – for trying always trying her very best in class, listening carefully and focussing on her independent 
tasks. 
Year 4 – Harry – for the presentation of his work across the curriculum and his increased confidence in class 
discussions. 
Year 5 – Nawal – for her happy demeanour and creative work across the curriculum.  
Year 6 – Levi – for fantastic work across the curriculum and for producing some fantastic work this week.  

 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 8th December – KS1 Nativity 10.15am Led by Y2 (Dress Rehearsal) 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Junior Choir (Y3-6) - Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral Lambeth   
Tuesday 9th December – Tuesday 24th March The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Thursday 11th December - KS1 Nativity 9.30am Led by Y2  
Friday 12th December – Reception Trip the Post Box  
Friday 12th December – Y5/6 Trip NPL Liquid Nitrogen Show at St Paul’s School  
Wednesday 17th December – Whole School Christmas Lunch  
Thursday 18th December - KS2 Carol Concert led by Y4 5.00pm in the Church 
Friday 19th December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 6th February – Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils) 
Monday 9th March – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk 
Monday 18th May – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk  
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 5th December Mufti Day - Pyjama Day in exchange for chocolate  
Friday 12 December Mufti Day - Christmas Jumpers in exchange for home produce  
Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm 
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2 
Friday 19th December Mufti Day  

 
School Calendar and Term Dates 
 
There is so much going on at this time of year, please keep an eye on the weekly newsletter and click the link 
below to view the new school calendar on our website. It will keep you up to date with school events. 

 
SMM School Calendar 

Also, click the link for term dates for 2025-2026. 
 

Term Dates 2025-2026 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/
file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/01%20Administration%20General%20and%20Reception/2024-2025/Term%20Dates/Term%20Dates/25-26/Term%20Dates%202025-2026.pdf


 
Key Dates and Steps for Reception Class Entry 2026 
 

• 1 September 2025: Online applications are open via www.eadmissions.org.uk  

• If you are applying under a faith criterion, you should complete and return to the school office the 
supplementary information form together with any supporting documents required (Baptism certificate) 

• Submit your child’s Baptism Cert & SIF directly to the school if applying under a faith criterion 

• 15 January 2026: Closing date for all applications for Reception class entry to Local Authority and closing date 
for submission of Certificate of Catholic Practice and Baptism certificate to the school, if applicable. 

• 16 April 2026: National Offer Day for Reception 2026 - Offer of school place will be sent to parents by the 
Local Authority. 

• Date tbc: Date by which parents must have accepted or declined Reception place. 

• Date tbc: Further offers made from this date onwards subject to places becoming available. 

 
Children who have a sibling in the school, still need to follow the eAdmissions process 

 
KS1 Nativity  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please complete the survey with your ticket request (max of 2 per child) and select the day you would like to attend, 

click the link Nativity 25  
  
Parents should enter and exit via the main school office. 
  
The performance will be recorded and a link will be sent to you in the New Year. 
  

 KS2 Carol Service 
  
The KS2 Carol Service will be held on Thursday 18th December 2025 at 5 p.m. in the Church. Please note that this 
service is not suitable for pre-school children. KS1 children are permitted to attend. They will sit with their parents 
and are asked to wear uniform please. We are asking that KS2 children return to school in full, smart uniform and 
meet their teacher in their classrooms. Please return no earlier than 4:30 and no later than 4:45 p.m. The children will 
process to church and then return to their classrooms after the concert. Please collect your child from the 
playground. 

 

 
 

Christmas Gift Appeal – The Catholic Children’s Society 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A reminder that we are collecting donations of new Christmas gifts for children, such as new toys or books, to 
give to the Catholic Children’s Society for distribution this Christmas.   

The deadline to bring in a gift is Tuesday 3rd December. Please leave any gifts with the School Office. 

 

 

KS1 Parents (Reception-Year 2) are welcome to attend the 
Nativity performance at 10.15am on Monday 8th December (Dress 
Rehearsal) or the second performance at 9.30am on Thursday 11th December. 
 
Please note pre-school children are welcome to attend the dress rehearsal 
performance on Monday 8th December not 11th December. 
  
 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/cwoEMbRMpsWMAmcXA


 
 
Winter Coats, Jumpers and Cardigans Every Day - No fleeces or gilets please! 
 
Although we have had a couple of milder days this week, please make sure you send your child(ren) to school with a 
warm winter coat, and a jumper/cardigan and hat every day. A fleece is permitted only as an optional extra layer to 
be worn over the school jumper/cardigan. 

 
 
Consideration to our neighbours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simple steps to keep your child healthy this winter 
 

• Stay home when unwell - children should stay home from school if they have a temperature. 

• Wash hands - regularly wash hands with soap and warm water for 20 seconds.  

• Catch coughs and sneezes – use a tissue to catch coughs and sneezes, and then bin it. 

• Get vaccinated – measles and flu vaccinations are available for all eligible age groups. 
 
Please check Is my child too ill for school for guidance on children illnesses and when your child should be kept away 
from school.  
 

 

Cold & Flu-like illness 
 

Vomiting or diarrhoea High temperature 

Children can be in school as long as 
they do not have a high 
temperature and feel well enough 
to attend.  
 

If your child has diarrhoea or has 
vomited; it is imperative that they 
do not attend school until 48 hours 
has passed with no further episodes.  

Please do not use 
Paracetamol/Ibuprofen to lower a 
child’s temperature before school.  
 
Children should not attend school if 
they have a temperature.  
 
A child should stay at home until 
they have been fever-free for at 
least 24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medicine (e.g. Calpol 
or ibuprofen). 

 

  

It is of the utmost importance that our school enjoys a good relationship 
with its neighbours but more importantly the safety of children and 
local pedestrians is our top priority. We are concerned lately about the 
less than considerate behaviour from the minority of parents coming to 
the school, particularly if they are running late.  
 
If you do have to drive to school, please try to park at the top of the 
street rather than turning or reversing down Worple Street.  
 
We have also had a complaint from a neighbour about the noise levels 
from groups of parents and children congregating on Worple Street 
after drop off and pick up.  
 
We would kindly ask parents/carers to respect the local residents and 
consider the safety of the children at our school.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 
School News 
 
Reception  
 
Thank you so much to all the parents who joined us for a maths parent workshop this week. The feedback was 
brilliant – thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On Wednesday 26th November, Year 1 enjoyed a 'Seasons' 
Movement/Dance Workshop - With the characteristics of each 
season as our inspiration, children developed an ability to express 
themselves through movement whilst developing core skills such as 
balance and co-ordination.   
 
They also learned to show awareness of others when working 
together. They had a great workshop and really enjoyed their time. 
 

 

  



 
 
Year 1  
 
We had so much fun on our trip to Barnes Common! We searched for different colour leaves and plants and learned 
all about the Autumn season. The children were each given a special acorn to hide and try to remember where they 
had hidden it. They were very well-behaved and great ambassadors to the school. Thank you to all the parents who 
accompanied us on the trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Stage is Set! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 are busy rehearsing to give you the 
best Christmas Story ever!   
 
A beautiful interpretation of the Nativity will 
be taking place in the hall on the mornings 
of Monday 8th December and Thursday 11th 
December to get us all into the Christmas 
mood so make sure you grab your tickets for 
the highlight of the season! 
 



Year 3 
 
On Monday, Year 3 went to Barnes Common for an exploration walk. The children began the session by looking 
carefully for lots of Autumn treasures – something they could name, something they could recognise, something they 
couldn’t recognise, something they couldn’t name, something colourful and something that changes with the 
seasons, developing their observational skills. Paddy, our group leader, then shared our treasures with the group. It 
was fascinating to see the different things each group had found and to learn more about the animals that visit the 
common.  
 
We then went on a hunt to find Autumn poems and had to read the words carefully, guessing the missing word. We 
worked in groups to learn the poem and performed these to the rest of the class. I was very impressed by the 
children’s creativity and use of voice!  
 
We ended the session by thinking carefully about nouns, adjectives and verbs we could use to describe living things in 
the environment to inspire our own woodland poems! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Art and DT 
 
In DT, Year 3 had an exciting time designing and making nutritious sandwiches using a variety of 
breads and fillings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sports News 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
On Wednesday some of the Year 3 and 4 pupils took part in 
a basketball tournament run by Knights Academy. The team 
played amazingly, winning 4 out of 5 of our group games 
and coming 4th overall.  
 
 

 

 

 

On Thursday, pupils from Y5 & 6 took part in a 
football tournament at St Mary’s University, 
Teddington.  
 
St Mary Magdalen’s progressed to the Plate 
competition, where they won three of their 
matches. It was a good, if somewhat muddy 
experience for the whole team, who enjoyed their 
day.  
 
 

 
 



PTA News  
 
Thank you for all the fabulous donations for the house hampers this morning. They are going to be 4 fabulous, 
massive hampers and make fantastic prizes on the raffle.  
 
Pyjama Mufti Day Friday 5th December - 
 
Wear your Pyjamas to school next Friday and in exchange please bring in chocolate for the most popular stall at the 
fair - the chocolate tomobola. Please make sure all chocolate is nut free. Thank you. 
 
 
Christmas Fair - Saturday 13th December 12-4pm 
 
Not long to go now, please do invite your friends, family and neighbours to come along, all are welcome, there will be 
delicious food, mulled wine, wheel of fortune, tombolas, performances from the school choirs, lots of fun games and 
more.  
 
Please make sure to sign up for slots for all your children’s classes. We do need everyone to take part to make the fair 
a success. Thank you for all your support.  
 
Movie Night - Wednesday 17th December  
 
Movie Night tickets are on Scopay now. £8 per child which includes popcorn, juice, hot dog and a Mary Mag’s 
Christmas hot chocolate. The movie will be Home Alone 2. If you can volunteer at movie night please let your class 
rep know. Thank you.  
 
Raffle Prizes 
 
The PTA is on the hunt for some top raffle prizes for the Christmas Fair raffle. If you or any friends or family are able 
to donate a prize to the raffle please contact the pta via email smmptacontact@gmail.com 

 
Community News/Workshops 
 
Special Education Needs Support for Families  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
For more information please email sendsupport@yourhealthcare.org or you can visit their website - 
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/hea ... 
 

The PRE AND POST DIAGNOSIS SEND SUPPORT TEAM for Kingston and Richmond families 
work across Kingston and Richmond with children aged 0-19yrs.  
 
They offer support to families that have a child or young person, with a diagnosis of SEND 
or those that are on the pathway for an assessment. They work directly with the 
parents/carers, not the children.  
 

mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com
mailto:sendsupport@yourhealthcare.org
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/hea%20...


 

Final thought …… 
 

 

 

 


