
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
7th November 2025 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back after half-term, I do hope you all had a good time. Everyone seems refreshed and ready for the term 
ahead. 
 
Well done to Year 3 for being so well behaved on their trip to Fulham Palace earlier in the week. On Friday, Year 4 
visited Kew Gardens to explore the sights and smells of the rainforest. They visited one of the magnificent 
glasshouses observing and investigating different rainforest products. Well done Year 4! 
 
Our new EYFS/Reception outside learning area has been refurbished. We now have a lovely soft artificial grass 
surface. The children in Reception have really enjoyed this new area during the week. This project was paid for by the 
school obtaining a grant which covered 100% of the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend.  
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Come and see our School! 
 
If your child is due to start Reception class in September 2026, we would be happy to book you on one of our tours to 
view our wonderful school. If you have a child already at St Mary Magdalen’s and you have a pre-school child looking 
for a place in September 2026, please let the office know.  
 
Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your 
place on a tour. 
 
All tours dates and times are below -  
 
Friday 21 November at 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am 
Friday 9th January at 9.30am 

 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Angelina – for excellent effort in phonics and for working har to remember her sounds.  
Year 1 – Charlotte – for her incredible positivity everyday towards her learning and for always wiling to go above and 
beyond to help her friends.  
Year 2 – Callie – for showing maturity and eagerness to learn every single day this week. 
Year 3 – Anoushka – for always being happy, contributing to class discussions, and for always trying her best. 
Year 4 – Gabriel – for his enthusiasm for our new Rainforest topic and for showing sportsmanship, fairness and 
respect during PE this week. 
Year 5 – Felix – for excellent work in our multiplication and division assessment. 
Year 6 – Freddie – for working your hardest in maths this week. You showed focus and determination and have made 
excellent progress.  

 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 10th November – Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace 

Monday 10th November – Y6 Remembrance Assembly 9am School hall 
Wednesday 12th November – Y2 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Wednesday 12th November – Y1 Workshop Science Machine 
Thursday 13th November – Y5/6 Girls’ Football (selected pupils)  
Friday 14th November – Whole School Mass led by Year 4 9.30am and coffee for parents and carers afterwards in the 
Church hall with Mr Brannigan and Fr Adrian. 
Monday 17th November – School Flu Immunisations 
Monday 17th November – Y3/4 Girls’ Football Tournament (selected pupils) 
Wednesday 19th November – School Photographs  
Thursday 20th November – Year 5 Queen’s club Real Tennis Event – 2 – 4pm (selected pupils) 
Friday 21st November – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 21st November – Y5/6 Cross-country Bushy Park (selected pupils) 
Monday 24th November – Reception Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Monday 24th November – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk am 
Monday 24th November – Y3 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk pm 
Wednesday 26th November – Y1 Workshop Dance - Seasons 
Wednesday 26th November – Y3/4 Basketball Tournament Christs School (selected pupils) 
Thursday 27th November – Y5/6 Boys’ Football (selected pupils) 
Friday 28th November – Y1 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Tuesday 2nd December – Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights  
Monday 8th December – KS1 Nativity 10.15am Led by Y2 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral – KS2 choir 
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School Diary Dates – Continued  
 
Tuesday 9th December – Tuesday 24th March The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Thursday 11th December - KS1 Nativity 9.30am Led by Y2 
Wednesday 17th December – Christmas Lunch  
Thursday 18th December - KS2 Carol Concert led by Y4 5.00pm – in the Church 
Friday 19th December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 21st November Mufti Day - Crazy Hair Day in exchange for bottles  
Friday 28th November Mufti Day - House Colours in exchange for House Hamper items  
Friday 5th December Mufti Day - Pyjama Day in exchange for chocolate  
Friday 12 December Mufti Day - Christmas Jumpers in exchange for home produce  
Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm 
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2 
Friday 19th December Mufti Day  

 
School News 
 

Reception  

Reception celebrated bonfire night this week. They loved our circle time and pretending to toast marshmallows!  

 
 

Year 3  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 3 visited Fulham Palace on Wednesday, taking part in an immersive 
workshop on the Neolithic Stone Age.  
 
Pupils built shelters, foraged for food, created art using natural materials, 
and designed simple traps, similar to the practices from thousands of 
years ago. They also handled Stone Age artefacts and discussed the 
purpose of the tools.  
 
Well done to Year 3 for their excellent engagement and impeccable 
manners throughout the trip. 
 



 

Year 4 

 
Year 4 enjoyed a morning at Kew Gardens exploring temperate and tropical rainforests. They taught the uses of a 
number of tropical plants and now know how to survive, should they find themselves stranded in the rainforest! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sports Update  

On Tuesday the Year 3 girls attended a football tournament hosted at Rock’s Lane Centre. It was a great opportunity 
for the girls to show off all the skills they’ve learnt in PE. They played 6 matches on the day against a number of 
schools in the borough and had a great time competing.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
Whole School Mass – led by Y4 
 
On Friday 14th November there will be a Whole School Mass at 9.30am. Afterwards you are invited for a quick cuppa 
in the Church Hall. Mr Brannigan and Fr Adrian will be there. Please let the school office know if you can attend by 
Monday 10th November.  
 

Mastering Numbers  
 
We will be holding a series of parent workshops about the Mastering number project for our early year groups later 
this month. The main session will involve you working with your child to create and play a selection of maths games. 
We feel this workshop will be a great benefit in supporting your child with maths at home 
 
The aims of the session are: 
·       Share with you some of the things your child will be learning in school. 
·       Improve your confidence in helping your child with maths. 
·       Create some games and activities for use at home. 
·       Share with you the home learning activities. 
 
A google form to confirm your attendance has been sent to you directly by email.  
 
 

Calling all writers! Exciting borough competition opens with prizes to be won! 
 
To support the school's focus on writing this year, we are promoting Arts Richmond's Young Writers' Festival 2025-26. 
Their competition is open to all who live or go to school in the borough. They are offering a fantastic chance to 
showcase your writing skills in any form: stories, poems, plays, song lyrics etc. 
 
They have two themes this year – ‘My World’ and ‘Something Extraordinary’. You can choose either of these themes. 
 
All work must be original and exclusively the entrant’s own work – no AI please! 
Please do not write your name on the work entries with names identified will be disqualified. 
Entries must be in typed format. Hand-written entries will be disqualified.  
 
Entries will be judged in the following categories: 
School Years 4 and under 
School Years 5 and 6 
School Years 7 to 9 
School Years 10 and above 
Entries to be sent to: 
 
Arts Richmond Young Writers Festival 
ETNA Community Centre Room 21, 13 Rosslyn Road, Twickenham, TW1 2AR. 
Or email: YWentries@artsrichmond.org.uk 
For full details, rules and template please go to www.artsrichmond.org.uk 
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Reception Class - Donation of educational toys 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flu Vaccination  
 
Richmond Immunisation Team will be here to do the Flu Vaccinations on Monday 17th November. Communication 
was sent along with the link to fill out your consent form. Parents will not be able to submit consent for the session 
after the 12th November, please complete the link as soon as possible. 
 

You can also click the link here - https://cypcis.kingstonandrichmond.nhs.uk/flu/2025/richmond (Link closes: 
12/11/2025). 
 
Want to Learn More? 
Flu vaccination for children: leaflets and posters - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Questions? 
Contact the School Immunisation Team: 0203 691 1019 krft.Richmondimms@nhs.net  

 
Hurricane Melissa – Emergency Appeal  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception class will soon be covering the topics of space and 
transport. Any donations of small toy cars/ vehicles/ planes or 
astronauts/ rockets etc would be greatly appreciated. 
  
Donations can be given directly to the class teacher or left at the 
school office.  

 
 

 

Hurricane Melissa, the most powerful storm of 2025, is 
the strongest to have hit Jamaica in modern history. 
Millions of people have been affected, and much of the 
population remains without electricity. Reports suggest 
that around 30,000 people are displaced, including the 
family of one of our staff members. 
 
If you would like to donate, please follow the link to the 
Red Cross who are coordinating a disaster fund relief 
appeal.  
 
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/hurricane-
melissa-emergency  
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Winter Uniform – wrap up warm! 
 
As we start a new term, we would like to take the opportunity to revisit the uniform expectations. Uniform 
is an important part of our school’s identity. It reinforces who we are as a community and helps allow 
students to feel pride in their school.  The uniform policy is available on the website.  

 
PTA News 
 
Christmas Fair  
 
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 13th December 12-4pm! Thank you to all those who have signed up to help 
with prize collecting.  

 
Community News/Workshops 
 
MHST – Mental Health Support in Schools 
 
The MHST supports children, young people from the age of 5 to 18 years, based in primary and secondary schools, 
with ‘mild’ to ‘moderate’ mental and emotional health difficulties. Mild refers to a small number of symptoms that 
have a limited effect on the child’s daily life. Moderate is when the child’s symptoms can make their daily life much 
more difficult than usual. 
 
For more details and information, please click the link MHST Information  
Email: mhstbusiness.support@achievingforchildren.org.uk 
 
Richmond Music Trust  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Richmond Music Trust will be running their annual Vocal Day on 
Sunday 9th November. Aimed at children in Years 4-13, Vocal Day is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to improve their vocal technique 
while singing as part of a group. Please see our website for further 
information:  
 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-
courses/courses/rmt-instrumental-days-2425/] 
 
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/events/  
 
The course will be open to students of all abilities, so anybody who might 
be interested in gaining more singing experience would be welcome! 
If you have any queries, please don't hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Richmond Music Trust 
General 020 8538 3866 

www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
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Ruils Workshop and Information  

Do you have a child or young person with special educational needs or a disability and feel you need some help? 
The charity Ruils have a number of workshops coming up, for parents of children with SEND. They are based in 
Teddington and support families across Richmond and Hounslow boroughs. 
 
This month, they have sessions on -  
 
Speech and Language Therapy 
Date: Thursday 13 November 2025 
Time: 10:30 am 
Location: Peter and Paul Centre, Teddington 
We are pleased to welcome the Richmond Speech and Language Team to deliver an engaging session to our primary 
aged Richmond families. 
 
Applying for an EHC Needs Assessment 
Date: Tuesday 18 November 2025 
Time: 10:00am 
Location: Ruils, DAAC, 4 Waldegrave Road, Teddington 
SEND Advisor Alex Hardy will talk you through which forms you should use, what evidence you might need, who can 
apply, what the Law says, timelines, and what to do if your request is refused’ 
 
If you are not familiar with Ruils, please click the link for more information - https://ruils.co.uk/our-services/children/  

 
 

 

  

https://ruils.co.uk/our-services/children/


 
 
 
 

Final thought …… 
 

“Don’t throw away the inside  

of the pumpkin - make pumpkin soup! 

 

 
 

 


