
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
21th November 2025 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We were very proud to be represented at the Richmond Pupil Parliament, held at York House, by our democratically 
elected representatives: Isobel Hart and JP Dowell (Year 6). They each researched, composed and presented a speech 
to the Pupil Parliament and to the Mayor of Richmond on the question: ‘Should under 14s have smart phones?’ Well 
done to Isobel and to JP (for coming 3rd) for well thought out and eloquently presented speeches: we are very proud 
of both of you. They will have another opportunity to represent St Mary Magdalen’s at The Pupil Parliament Action 
Day in March. 
 
On Tuesday, we had our termly visit by a Senior School Advisor from Richmond and she was thrilled with the quality 
of the children’s work. The children were impeccably behaved and worked really hard. The advisor was also really 
impressed with our new playground and the upgrades to the Reception outside learning area. Well done to the staff 
and all the children. 
 
On Friday, we had an opening morning for our new Reception in take for September 2026. The event was extremely 
well attended. It was great to see so many parents interested in St Mary Mags. I was also very proud to tell the 
parents, that our results are higher than the Richmond average and significantly higher than the national average in 
writing, reading and maths. The children also achieved 100% in phonics in Year 1 which shows the strength and depth 
of the school. Well done to the children and staff for all their achievements. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
 

Open Days 
 
Open Days are for prospective families thinking of joining St Mary Magdalen’s. We currently have spaces throughout 
the school and for next academic year 2026-27. Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your place on a tour. 
 
All tours dates and times are below -  
Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am 
Friday 9th January at 9.30am 
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Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Selene – for being a wonderful role model, and for showing others how to work best as a team.  
Year 1 – Bonnie – her big smile brightens everyone’s day and makes those around her feel happy. 
Year 2 – Alison – for writing a beautiful perceptive poem in our RE lesson and for her fantastic acting skills as we 
rehearse for the Nativity.  
Year 3 – Mason, Rosie and Lulu – for great perseverance and for working systematically to solve our maths problems.  
Year 4 – Paige – for always taking pride in presentation of her work and for the clarity in her stage directions for our 
play scripts.  
Year 5 – Rosie – for always working hard with good focus and great results. 
Year 6 – Grace – for your fantastic attitude to school. You make thoughtful contributions, which hugely enrich our 
classroom discussions.  

 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 24th November – Reception Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Monday 24th November – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk am 
Monday 24th November – Y3 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk pm 
Wednesday 26th November – Y3/4 Basketball Tournament Christs School (selected pupils) 
Thursday 27th November – Y5/6 Boys’ Football St Mary’s University (selected pupils) 
Friday 28th November – Y1 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Tuesday 2nd December – Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights  
Monday 8th December – KS1 Nativity 10.15am Led by Y2 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Junior Choir (Y3-6) - Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral Lambeth   
Tuesday 9th December – Tuesday 24th March The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Thursday 11th December - KS1 Nativity 9.30am Led by Y2 
Friday 12th December – Reception Trip the Post Box  
Friday 12th December – Y5/6 Trip NPL Liquid Nitrogen Show at St Paul’s School  
Wednesday 17th December – Whole School Christmas Lunch  
Thursday 18th December - KS2 Carol Concert led by Y4 5.00pm in the Church 
Friday 19th December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 6th February – Y5 Christ’s Hospital 2026 Maths Challenge, Guildhall, City of London (selected pupils) 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 28th November Mufti Day - House Colours in exchange for House Hamper items  
Friday 5th December Mufti Day - Pyjama Day in exchange for chocolate  
Friday 12 December Mufti Day - Christmas Jumpers in exchange for home produce  
Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm 
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2 
Friday 19th December Mufti Day  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School News 
 
Pupil Parliament Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Isobel Hart and JP Dowell (Year 6) who took part in Pupil Parliament Day last week at York House. 
JP’s speech was voted as being one of the top ten best speeches of the day and he got through to the second round 
of voting!  
 
The Pupil Parliament was established by Richmond borough in 1994 with the aim of helping primary school pupils to 
become directly involved in citizenship and promoting British values. Pupils debate and contribute their views to the 
borough council on many issues, including the school curriculum, sports and recreation as well as wider issues such as 
anti-racism and immigration. The parliament consists of two representatives (current Year 6 pupils) from each 
participating school. 
 

 
Art and DT 

Year 5 baked festive biscuits for their Christmas Cookie topic.  The children learned how to measure, mix and 
customise a basic biscuit recipe.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 4 

Year 4 took a break from their learning on Wednesday to admire the 'ginormous snowflakes' that were falling out of 
the window. It was perfect timing for our Science this week - talking about states of matter, freezing and melting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Year 5  
 
On Thursday 20th November, 8 children from year 5 were invited to the Real Tennis British Open held at the Queen's 
Club.   
 
First, we got the opportunity to try Real Tennis ourselves with a coaching session with a professional player and then 
we watched the men's number one seed Rob Fahey win his match.  We then saw the start of the next match 
featuring the number one women's seed - Claire Fahey his wife!  
 
We were grateful to get the chance to learn about this little-known sport. 

 
 

 
 
 
Year 6 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

As part of our RE topic, Vocation and Commitment, Father 
Adrian was interviewed by Year 6 about his life as a priest. 
Father talked to us about his calling from God, his training and 
journey towards priesthood, and his day to day life working in 
our parish.   
 
The children asked very thoughtful questions and it was an 
incredibly interesting and engaging session, enjoyed by all. 
We are so grateful for Father Adrian’s continued time, 
support and care. Thank you, Father Adrian.  
 



 
Sports News 
 
On Monday some of the Year 3 and 4 girls were invited to take part in a tournament hosted by Fulham Football Club 
in association with Heathfield school. For the first half of the day they partook in a number of different drills and 
training exercises conducted by Fulham youth coaches. After lunch they played games against all the other schools 
present, winning 3 of the 5 games played, one of which ended 12-0!  
 
It was a lovely experience for them to compete in a tournament environment and to also learn new skills to use in the 
future. 

 
 
 
Borough Sports Cross-Country 
 
Congratulations to all the 12 runners who represented the school on Friday on a sunny, but very cold morning at 
Bushy Park for the Borough Cross-country.  The 2.4km run against around 200 other runners is a challenge but the 
children ran with heart and determination.  Pride of place goes to Luke and Sofia for their excellent placed finish.  

 

 
 



 
Flu Immunisation  
 
Richmond Immunisation Team are hosting a series of community clinics for those who missed the deadline to 
consent or did not receive a vaccination in school.   
 
Parents can use this link to book an appointment: Hounslow and Richmond Community Healthcare NHS Trust 

 
 
The Catholic Children's Society (CCS) Christmas Gift Appeal 
 
The Catholic Children’s Society ask for donations of brand new, toys and books, for disadvantaged children. Our Junior 
Choir will deliver these on behalf of the whole school when they take part in the Advent Service at St George 
Cathedral. The deadline to bring in a gift is Wednesday 3rd December.  Please leave any gifts with the School Office.  

 
 
Attendance  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Legal Stuff 
 
School attendance is also very important because the law requires it.  As a parent you are legally responsible for 
making sure your child gets a full- time education. This means making sure they attend regularly and on time.  
 
If you would like any support or advice on attendance, please speak with your child’s class teacher or with Mrs Burns. 
Appointments can be made via the School Office admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  

 
Morning Drop Off 
 
A reminder that at the start of the day, the main playground gates opens at 8.35am and closes promptly at 8.45am. 
Once the class teachers assume responsibility for pupils at 8.40am, they will be unable to speak with parents and any 
morning messages should be given to Office Staff. To help pupils to remain safe, adults must not enter the school 
building and we ask that you exit the site promptly at 8.45am.  
 

Afternoon Pick Up 
 
End of day collection from school is equally as important for a child as punctual arrival to school in the morning. Not 
being collected on time can greatly affect a child’s emotional well-being. If you are running late for afternoon pick up, 
please call or email the School Office so we can inform your child’s teacher. Children who have not been collected by 
3.40pm are taken to the reception area where they are registered as late pick up. Children not collected after 3.45pm 
are admitted to the NS Sport after-school club. Parents are charged for this service.  If another adult is collecting your 
child, please inform the School Office before 2.30pm.  

Our school places great importance on good attendance and punctuality. 
 
We know that a child’s attendance has a direct impact on their learning 
and emotional wellbeing. Those children who are regularly absent from 
school and regularly late do not achieve their potential and do fall behind 
in class. Please support the school in this by ensuring that your child 
attends school regularly and arrives ready to learn and on time at 
8.40am. 
 
Attendance matters! It is important that your child gets to school on 
time and aims for 100% attendance! 
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Medical Appointments   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
have a positive impact. 

 
 
 
 
 
Children Walking Home Alone 
 
Children in Year 5 and 6 may walk home alone from school, however parental permission is required in writing or via 
email direct to the school office.  

 
 
Sustainable Travel  
 
At St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary, we promote active, safe and sustainable travel to and from our school for 
everyone. We invest in road safety training for our pupils. In Year 6 our pupils complete Bikeability cycling training as 
well as attending the Borough Junior Citizen training. In Year 3 our children complete a Safe Walking programme and 
Year 2 the children receive scooter training. 
 
All pupils, parents, carers, staff, volunteers and visitors are asked to travel sustainably by foot, cycle or scooter or by 
public transport wherever possible. We have excellent bus and train services within easy walking distance of the 
school. The roads around the school are narrow and have restricted and limited parking, so to avoid congestion, we 
ask people not to drive if at all possible. If you have to drive, then we ask that you park away from the school.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We request that, where possible, routine medical and dentist 
appointments are arranged outside school hours as these appointments 
will affect your child’s percentage attendance.   
 
We do understand that some appointments, such as hospital 
consultations are not always possible to arrange outside of school 
hours.  However, if your appointment time allows your child to come to 
school for registration and then leave later this will have a positive 
impact on their attendance figure.  Likewise, if they are able to be back 
in school for afternoon registration at 1.15 this will also make a positive 
difference. 

 



PTA News 
 
Christmas Fair Poster Competition 
 
We had a fabulous set of festive entries to our Christmas Fair Poster Competition and it was impossible to choose one 
winner…so we decided to reflect the three wise men and have three gifted artists to represent us!  Our winners are: 
Sofia Reynolds – Reception, James Copland - Year 1 and Pia - Year 3.  
 
Look out for their posters around the area and online. If you would like to see all the entries, they will be showcased 
on the PTA social media Instagram account.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mufti Day Crazy Hair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Well done to Elsie, Arlo and Ava for winning best ‘Crazy Hair’ 
on Friday!  
 
We have had a fantastic day today seeing how the children 
expressed their individuality by creating crazy hairstyles. 
We have had colour, volume and accessories used to create a 
huge variety of styles.  It's always fun to see the children's 
individual personalities being expressed in this way.   
 
Thank you for the donations for the bottle tombola at the 
Christmas fair; I know that they are greatly appreciated by 
the PTA.  

 



Christmas Fair – Drinks Tombola 

Thank you to all who donated bottles this morning. Unfortunately, we only received about a third of the normal 
number for the Tombola. Please do drop a bottle off at the school office if you were unable to this morning. Thank 
you for your support.  
 
House Colours Mufti Day - Friday 28th November - which house will have the best hamper this year? 
 
Next Friday is the return of the house hamper challenge! Wear your house colours for mufti day in exchange for 
bringing in items in your house colour. Green items for Fisher, Yellow for Maine, Red for Campion and Blue for More. 
Last year it was a tie between Maine and Fisher for the best hamper topping the raffle prizes. Who will win this 
year?   
 
Christmas Fair - Saturday 13th December 12-4pm 
 
Save the date in your diary, there will be delicious food, mulled wine, wheel of fortune, tombola, performances from 
the school choirs, lots of fun games and more.  
 
Your class reps will have sent out your class rotas for the fair this week. Please make sure to sign up for slots for all 
your children’s classes so the fair can be as fabulous as possible and all the stalls can run smoothly.  
 
Movie Night - Wednesday 17th December  
 
Movie Night tickets are on Scopay now. £8 per child which includes popcorn, juice, hot dog and a Mary Mag’s 
Christmas hot chocolate. The movie will be Home Alone 2. If you can volunteer at movie night please let your class 
rep know. Thank you.  
 
Raffle Prizes 
 
The PTA is on the hunt for some top raffle prizes for the Christmas Fair raffle. If you or any friends or family are able 
to donate a prize to the raffle please contact the pta via email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 

Community News/Workshops 
 
Friends of Richmond Park  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Parent Information/Workshops 
 
 
 
 
 

Discoverers – Richmond Park will be holding a whole day of activities to 
help children and their families find fungi you may never have seen 
before!  

 
The event will include a walk in the woods with local expert Janet 
Bostock and with Artists Sophie Balhetchet and Sam Read, there will be 
an opportunity to have a go at sketching and painting fungi, as well as 
making your own models out of clay or paper. 
 
This event is drop-in and free of charge.  
 
Sunday 23rd November 10:30-12:30pm  
 
Meet at Two Storm Wood (very close to Sheen Gate). Free parking 
inside the Park at Sheen Gate. 
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AfC Parenting Courses 
 
Please see link below for a range of courses for parents -  
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-
courses 

 
Tonight’s the Night! 
 
The big day is finally here - late night shopping at over 40 of East Sheen's shops, cafés, restaurants and stalls, 
choirs singing, a special guest with a big bushy white beard, fun activities for kids (and adults, of course), 
fabulous raffle prizes and more... 
 
Here's a sneak preview of the map showing what's on where. If you prefer a physical map, that's OK - we'll be 
giving them out at Milestone Green and Sheen Library and you can collect them from the points listed below. If 
you’d prefer to download and print a map, please click here. 
 
Let’s make this a night to remember and show our love for the amazing local businesses that make Sheen so 
special. 
 

Local Festive Magic! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A Magical Christmas – Children’s Theatre show 
(Barnes) 20th & 21st December 
 
A group of local parents have produced A Magical Christmas, 
a heart-warming 50-minute festive show created especially 
for children aged 4–12 years.  
 
The production follows two lovable elves, Topper and Noria, 
as they prepare for Christmas in Santa’s workshop, though 
not everything is going quite to plan! With original music, 
gentle humour, plenty of festive magic, and a warm, uplifting 
story, the show has been a joyful experience for families in 
previous years.  
 
For booking please scan the bar code or contact Kathryn 
directly on 07585339198 for more information.  
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Final thought …… 
 

With the drop in temperature, it’s a perfect  

time to embrace the ‘cosy’ season.  

 

Start your day with a warm cup of tea or coffee, 

and enjoy the quiet before the day begins.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


