
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
14th November 2025 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Earlier in the week, Year 6 performed a beautiful Remembrance Day Assembly. The children had to learn lots of 
words and it was a deeply moving performance. They reminded us of the importance of remembering those who 
have suffered or died as a consequence of conflict. We remembered those who gave their lives to ensure we can live 
in freedom today. Well done Year 6, your assembly was of the highest quality. 
 
Year 1 visited Fulham Palace and learned lots about toys. They were very well behaved and were a credit to the 
school. 
 
On Friday, Year 4 led our Whole School Mass, they read and sang beautifully. Well done Year 4! 
 
Have a great weekend.  
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 

Open Days 
 
Open Days are for prospective families thinking of joining St Mary Magdalen’s. We currently have spaces throughout 
the school and for next academic year 2026-27. Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your place on a tour. 
 
All tours dates and times are below -  
 
Friday 21 November at 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am 
Friday 9th January at 9.30am 

 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Freya – for being a kind, helpful and caring friend to everyone around her.  
Year 1 – Izabela – for her positive attitude, approaching every challenge with a smile and for never giving up! 
Year 2 – Arlo – for continuing to impress us with his mature and positive towards his learning. 
Year 3 – Amber – for producing excellent work this week, particularly in English lessons.  
Year 4 – The Whole Class – for their effort in learning, practicing and delivering their lines for a very special mass.  
Year 5 – Leia –for producing excellent, thoughtful work always with a smile. 
Year 6 – Lucie – for excellent writing work this week, using figurative language and wonderful vivid imagery in her 
War Horse battle recount.  
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School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 17th November – School Flu Immunisations 
Monday 17th November – Y3/4 Girls’ Football Tournament (selected pupils) 
Wednesday 19th November – School Photographs  
Thursday 20th November – Year 5 Queen’s club Real Tennis Event – 2 – 4pm (selected pupils) 
Friday 21st November – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 21st November – Y5/6 Cross-country Bushy Park (selected pupils) 
Monday 24th November – Reception Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Monday 24th November – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk am 
Monday 24th November – Y3 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk pm 
Wednesday 26th November – Y3/4 Basketball Tournament Christs School TBC (selected pupils) 
Thursday 27th November – Y5/6 Boys’ Football (selected pupils) 
Friday 28th November – Y1 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Number’ 9.00am 
Tuesday 2nd December – Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights  
Monday 8th December – KS1 Nativity 10.15am Led by Y2 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral – KS2 choir 
Tuesday 9th December – Tuesday 24th March The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Thursday 11th December - KS1 Nativity 9.30am Led by Y2 
Wednesday 17th December – Christmas Lunch  
Thursday 18th December - KS2 Carol Concert led by Y4 5.00pm – in the Church 
Friday 19th December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 21st November Mufti Day - Crazy Hair Day in exchange for bottles  
Friday 28th November Mufti Day - House Colours in exchange for House Hamper items  
Friday 5th December Mufti Day - Pyjama Day in exchange for chocolate  
Friday 12 December Mufti Day - Christmas Jumpers in exchange for home produce  
Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm 
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2 
Friday 19th December Mufti Day  

 
School News 
 
Remembrance Assembly  

 

 
 

 

 

On Monday, Year 6 led a very moving Remembrance Service. 
They read letters from the Western Front, which were incredibly 
poignant and helped everybody to remember the huge sacrifices 
made in WW1 and in conflicts since. A poppy wreath was laid to 
The Last Post and Year 6 led a two minute silence for parents and 
KS2. The service ended with a recital of the poem In Flanders 
Fields and a beautiful rendition of Let There Be Peace. They 
impressed us all with their maturity, thoughtfulness and 
confidence. Well done Year 6.  
 



Busy, busy, busy! 

 
It is a busy time of year, with lots going on over the coming weeks. Please refer to our newsletter or to the website 
for key dates and events.  

 
Reception  
 
Reception class have enjoyed playing with the games and educational toys purchased by the PTA from money raised 
at the recent cake sale.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

 

On Monday 10th November, Year 1 enjoyed a trip to Fulham Palace. They attended a Science and History Workshop: 
Toys and their material to learn about how toys have changed through the 20th century and what everyday material 
are they made from. Year 1 discovered toys played with by children during the early, mid and late 20th century and 
they produced their own 'make do and mend' peg dolls, inspired by the Fisher family who lived in the Palace during 
World War II. Finally, with a focus on recycling, they handle modern toys made from reused waste plastic.  Thank you 
to all parents to helped on this trip. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Year 1 

 
Year 1 had a Science and Material Workshop on Wednesday. The facilitator was in role as an eccentric scientist, and 
the children had to show their knowledge and enthusiasm about science, and pass tasks like outwitting a disgruntled 
monster to save the professor's science machine from imploding!  
 
The children had a great time, showed a lot of enthusiasm and the facilitator was impressed with their scientific 
knowledge so awarded the whole class a science knowledge certificate. Well done Year 1! 
 

 
 

 
 
Year 2 
 
Y2 held their Mastering Number Workshop on Wednesday 12th November 2025 and were delighted that so many 
mums and dads came in to learn the games that we will work on each week this half term at home.  We had such a 
fun morning showing our parents the games we have learnt and we can't wait to play them at home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Art and DT 
 
In art over the past two weeks, many classes created a range of poppies using different techniques and artists for 
inspiration.  Year 2 created enlarged watercolour poppies inspired by artist, Georgia O'Keeffe.  Year 6 used acrylic 
paints to create a landscape of poppies whilst Year 5 used tempera paint, black pens and oil pastels to create their 
poppy compositions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception Class - Donation of educational toys 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reception class will soon be covering the topics of space and 
transport. Any donations of small toy cars/ vehicles/ planes or 
astronauts/ rockets etc would be greatly appreciated. 
  
Donations can be given directly to the class teacher or left at the 
school office.  

 
  

 

 

 
 



 
PTA News 
 
Disco 
 
Thanks to everyone that took part in the disco last Friday, whether volunteering, attending or dancing. It was a 
fabulous night enjoyed by all and raised a fantastic £1091 for our school.  
 
Christmas Movie Night  
 
Christmas Movie night will be on Wednesday 17th December. Tickets are on sale on SCOPay now. £8 per child. The 
movie is Home Alone 2. Ticket includes popcorn, hot dog, juice and a Mary Mag’s Christmas Hot Chocolate.  
 
Christmas Fair - Saturday 13th December – 12-4p.m. 
 
The Christmas Fair is fast approaching.  
 
Your class reps will keep you updated on the upcoming mufti days and will soon be sending round the class rotas for 
the fair stalls. Please make sure to sign up for slots for all your children’s classes so we can make this another 
successful fair!  
 
Christmas Fair Poster Competition  
 
Calling all aspiring artists! We would love you to design a poster for the forthcoming Christmas Fair. There will be a 
prize for the winner, and their design will be used to advertise the fair.  
 
Use any materials you like, make it bold and bright, festive and fun!  
 
Your design should be A4 size and in portrait orientation. Please include the following information:  
 
St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary School Christmas Fair 
Date: Saturday 13 December 2025 
Time: 12 noon until 4pm 
Place: Worple Street, SW14 7HE 
 
You can include info about what will be on offer which includes Santa’s Grotto, games, chocolate and bottle 
tombolas, food and drink, craft stalls and the wheel of fortune!  
 
Please hand your entries in to the school office by the end of the day on Monday 17 November. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community News/Workshops 
 
Welcare Coffee Morning  

 

 

 

 

 
Gift Tree 

 

 

 

 
 
Gift Tree is a voluntary organisation set up to provide Christmas presents for disadvantaged children in our local 
area.   
 

www.gifttree.uk 
 
This year they have been asked for donations of: 
 

• Presents for nursery and school age children  

• Toiletry sets for women 

• Gift Tokens for teenagers 

• Supermarket tokens for families. 
 
 

We are collecting gifts on behalf of: 
  

Roehampton Community Box   https://www.racketscubed.com 

Achieving for Children  https://www.achievingforchildren.org.uk 

The Share & Care Collective https://www.shareandcarecollective.com 
Local Schools and Nursery on the Alton Estate, Roehampton  
 
How does it work? 
 
They provide a name, age and gender of a child or children.  Or details of the tokens/gifts.  You then buy a suitable 
present and deliver it to school (on Monday 24th November) with a gift tag for us to pass on.  We can also accept 
donations to buy a present on your behalf for a child. 

 
 
Welcare is a family support charity working with families and 
children up to the age of 13. They are hosting a coffee morning at 
the Castlenau Community Centre on 21st November 2025.  
 
The focus of the work is to provide practical and emotional 
support and advice, individual one-to-one work and group work 
programmes. They work alongside parents and carers helping 
them use their strengths and skills to nurture secure and 
confident children.  
 
Welcare will be hosting Skylarks who provide support for families 
which include a child/ren who have SEND needs. It will provide a 
relaxed opportunity for parents/carers to meet with a Family 
Support Worker from Welcare and staff members from Skylarks 
to discuss anything they would like and to access ongoing support 
should they wish to do so.  
 
For further information please email or Debbie Eldridge, Sen 
Senior Family Support Worker -  
debbie.eldridge@welcare.org  07393 012 116  

 

When & Where? 
Friday 21st November 2025 

10am-12pm 
Welcare, 

Castelnau Community Centre, 7 
Stillingfleet Road, Barnes, SW13 9AQ  

 
Closest Tube Station: Hammersmith 
Closest Rail Station: Barnes Bridge 
Bus Routes: 33, 209, 419, 485, 533 
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What do I need to do? 
 

If you would like to donate a present, pledge money or get involved please email Ali Morris (aliemorris@me.com)  
All presents need to be returned to school on Monday 24th November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final thought …… 
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