
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
24th October 2025 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This has been a highly successful start to the Autumn Term. The children have been working incredibly hard and have 
achieved a great deal this half-term. Well done also to our youngest children who have settled into life at St Mary 
Magdalen’s so well. I’ve been very impressed with how kind they are to each other and how well they all get along. 
 
The feedback from our recent parents’ evening has been very positive and attendance has been really high. The 
conversations were productive and that highlights the strong home-school partnership. When we come back after 
half-term, we hope to unveil the first stage of the refurbishment of the EYFS/ Reception outside learning area. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Have a great half-term. 
 
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 

 
Open Days – Please help to spread the word! 
 
If your child is due to start Reception class in September 2026, we would be happy to book you on one of our tours to 
view our wonderful school.  
 
Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your 
place. 
 
All tours dates and times are below -  
 
Friday 21 November at 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December at 9.30am 
Friday 9th January at 9.30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Lucie – for being so brave and eager to try new things at school this week.  
Year 1 – Oscar – for always trying his very best in every subject.  
Year 2 – Tara – for being an amazing team player - for showing kindness, teamwork and great spirit. 
Year 3 – Mason – for fantastic contributions to class discussions – questioning ideas and sharing his opinions.  
Year 4 – Gabby – for joining our class with confidence and enthusiasm.  
Year 5 – Abby – for always thinking deeply about her work, for making thoughtful contributions and for her efforts as 
a peacemaker in the class.  
Year 6 – Linda – for excellent work in English, using vivid and powerful imagery and sensitive dialogue.  

 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 3rd November – INSET Day – School Closed 
Tuesday 4th November – Second half of term starts  
Tuesday 4th November – Tuesday 9th December The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Tuesday 4th November – Y3 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected pupils) 
Wednesday 5th November – Y3 Trip Fulham Palace 
Friday 7th November – Y4 Trip Kew Gardens 
Monday 10th November – Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace 

Monday 10th November – Y6 Remembrance Assembly 9am School hall 
Wednesday 12th November – Y2 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Numbers’ 9.00am 
Wednesday 12th November – Y1 Workshop Science Machine 
Thursday 13th November – Y5/6 Girls’ Football (selected pupils)  
Friday 14th November – Whole School Mass led by Year 4 9.30am 
Monday 17th November – School Flu Immunisations 
Monday 17th November – Y3/4 Girls’ Football Tournament (selected pupils) 
Wednesday 19th November – School Photographs  
Friday 21st November – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 21st November – Y5/6 Cross-country Bushy Park (selected pupils) 
Friday 21st November – Y2/Key Stage 2 Jubilee Year School Celebrations 
Monday 24th November – Reception Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Numbers’ 9.00am 
Monday 24th November – Y1 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk am 
Monday 24th November – Y3 Trip Barnes Common Learning Walk pm 
Wednesday 26th November – Y1 Workshop Dance - Seasons 
Wednesday 26th November – Y3/4 Basketball Tournament Christs School (selected pupils) 
Thursday 27th November – Y5/6 Boys’ Football (selected pupils) 
Friday 28th November – Y1 Parents’ Workshop ‘Mastering Numbers’ 9.00am 
Tuesday 2nd December – Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights  
Monday 8th December – KS1 Nativity  
Tuesday 9th December – KS1 Nativity 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Y5/6 Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral 
Tuesday 9th December – Tuesday 24th March The Latymer Primary Debating Programme (selected pupils) 
Wednesday 17th December – Christmas Lunch  
Friday 19th December - Last day of term School closes 1p.m. 
Monday 5th January - First day of Spring Term 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 7th November School Disco  
Friday 21st November Mufti Day - Crazy Hair Day in exchange for bottles  
Friday 28th November Mufti Day - House Colours in exchange for House Hamper items  
Friday 5th December Mufti Day - Pyjama Day in exchange for chocolate  



 
PTA Diary Dates - Continued 

 
Friday 12 December Mufti Day - Christmas Jumpers in exchange for home produce  
Saturday 13th December Christmas Fair 12-4pm 
Wednesday 17th December Christmas Movie Night - Home Alone 2 
Friday 19th December Mufti Day  

 
Thank you! 
 
A heartfelt thankyou to the absolutely fabulous PTA team for organising a wonderful International Food Fair last 
week. Thank you too to all the parents who contributed their time, effort, and generosity to make this event special.  
 
Your support helps make a real difference, and we can’t wait to see you at our next event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School News 
 
Reception  

Reception have enjoyed learning about Diwali this week. They made their own diya lamps out of clay and decorated 
them with lots of glitter! They also loved using chalk, chalk powder and dried rice to create their own Rangoli 
patterns. Happy Diwali everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 – Art and DT 
 
In Year 1 the children worked on tracing fruits and selecting a range of coloured papers to create interesting collages 
in the style of American artist, Megan Coyle. Year 3 pupils made leaf collages using the artworks of artists Elizabeth 
Blackadder and Max Ernst as inspiration for their own art.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 



Year 1 
 

 
 
 
On Wednesday 21st October, as top Toy Experts, Year 1 were invited to the ‘Magical Toy Museum Workshop’ by 
special invitation of the Museum’s Curator! The children learnt all about types of toys from the past 
century. They stumbled upon a bear hug-a-thon, danced at the Dolly Disco and invented their own toy to add to the 
Museum’s collection. The children had a great time and learned lots of new information about toys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 1 have been reading the story 
‘Meesha Makes New Friends.’ They learnt 
about what makes a good friends and what 
do we need to do to make new friends.  
 
They had to design themselves and 
write sentences to explain what they like 
doing and what qualities they have to help 
Meesha have new friends. Year 1 also used 
dry clay to create a friend for Meesha as 
Meesha loved creating friends herself from 
cardboard and objects. 
 



Year 2 

Father Adrian and Brother Reuben came to visit us in Year 3 this morning and taught us about Baptism.  Father Adrian 
reminded us about the Sacraments and how "A Sacrament is an outward sign of an inner reality." 

 

 
 

Year 3 
 
Year 3 have been learning about nutrition in Science. We learnt about the 5 key food groups and the benefits of each. 
Today we looked at different types of food packaging and learnt about the traffic light system which helps us 
compare the nutritional content in foods. It tells us which foods are high or low in fat, saturated fats, sugar and salt. 
We used this information to decide whether foods were healthy or unhealthy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Year 6  
 
Year 6 visited The Museum of Richmond on Monday to learn more about WWI and Remembrance. As part of our 
morning, the children were tasked with using original source material to learn more about the lives of four of the 
named soldiers on Richmond's War Memorial. Some of the soldiers were still in their teens and the children found 
this task both fascinating and incredibly moving.  
 
After learning about the significance of the poppy and the history of Richmond's Poppy Factory, our last activity of 
the morning was a hands-on workshop where we could handle both replica, and original artefacts from World War I. 
The children were particularly captivated by the original WWI shrapnel, which they were allowed to hold, and the gas 
goggles and hoods worn by soldiers in the trenches.  
 
This was a fantastic morning, which enriched everybody's understanding of WWI.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Sports News 
 
A very big well done to some of our Y5 and Y6 football team this week. They worked really hard and they played with 
determination, team spirit and resilience against Barnes Primary.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our parents’ evenings over the last week. It is wonderful to be able to welcome 
you onsite and talk to you about your children’s progress. Thank you to all our teachers who have worked so hard to 
prepare for these meetings and to ensure the children have continued to make good progress this half term.  
 

Secondary Transfer  
  
Parents of children in Year 6. Please see the link below regarding secondary transfer or contact the admissions 
department of the authority where you live. 
   
The deadline is Friday 31st October 2025. 
 
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/school-admissions/apply-for-a-
secondary-school-place-in-september  
  
 

Pre-Loved Uniform  
 
Thank you to Fran and Harriet for running a pre-loved uniform sale today. We are so lucky to have such dedicated 
volunteers that help make sure that our uniform is accessible and affordable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place-in-september
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place-in-september


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Whole School Mass – led by Y4 
 
On Friday 14th November there will be a Whole School Mass at 9.30am. Afterwards you are invited for a quick cuppa 
in the Church Hall. Mr Brannigan and Fr Adrian will be there. Please let the school office know if you can attend by 
Monday 10th November.  

 
Richmond Music Trust  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saving the planet one uniform at a time! 
 
In the UK, an estimated 350,000 tonnes of clothes end up in 
landfill every year, so we encourage families to use pre-owned 
uniforms to reduce waste and bring down emissions from 
manufacturing new garments, whist making it cost-effective for 
families.   
 
The school keeps a stock of nearly new school uniform and PE kit, 
and other school items like school bags, all of which are available 
for a small donation or free to our families most in need. If you 
would like more information or if you would like to donate nearly 
new school uniform in good condition, then please contact the 
School Office. 
 

 

Richmond Music Trust will be running their annual Vocal Day on 
Sunday 9th November. Aimed at children in Years 4-13, Vocal Day is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to improve their vocal technique while 
singing as part of a group. Please see our website for further information:  
 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-
courses/courses/rmt-instrumental-days-2425/] 
 
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/events/  
 
The course will be open to students of all abilities, so anybody who might be 
interested in gaining more singing experience would be welcome! 
If you have any queries, please don't hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Richmond Music Trust 
General 020 8538 3866 

www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
 

https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-courses/courses/rmt-instrumental-days-2425/
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-courses/courses/rmt-instrumental-days-2425/
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/events/
http://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/


 
PTA News 
 
School Disco  
 
The Autumn Disco is coming. Please save the date. Friday November 7th. Legendary DJ Alex of Dancemasters will be 
here to dance the children (and parents!) in to the second half of the autumn term. Tickets are £6 per child and are 
on Scopay now. Children must be accompanied by an adult (there will be a bar). You won’t want to miss this!  
 

Christmas Fair  
 
The Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 13th December 12-4pm! Thank you to all those who have signed up to help 
with prize collecting.  

 
 
Community News 
 

Family Hubs (Richmond) - programme timetable 
 
You can download a copy of the programme or see what is on day by day under the headings below.  
Richmond Family Hub Autumn Half Term 2025 programme (PDF) 
 
Should you require the timetable in an alternative format or need assistance accessing the information, you can 
contact richmondCC@achievingforchildren.org.uk  
 

School Travel for Richmond and Wandsworth Schools 
 
Please take 5 minutes to complete their Anti Idling consultation! 
 
Richmond Air Quality Team is currently undertaking a survey to gauge views on reducing vehicle idling and public 
health protection.  The survey closes next week and they would love hear your views. The survey is very short and is 
open to anyone who lives or works in Richmond. 
  
More details of the consultation including the survey can be found here: Richmond Public Space Protection Order 
Consultation 2025 (Anti-idling) - Have your say - Citizen Space 
  
Deadline for completion: 28th October 2025. 
 

 
Mental health and parenting | NSPCC 
 
If you're struggling, it's OK to reach out for support from friends, families and organisations that are here to help. 
Changes in a parent’s mental health can sometimes affect children. They may pick up on your anxiety, low mood or 
stress. This doesn't mean you should hide or minimise your feelings. You can try to explain what you're experiencing 
using phrases like, "It's OK to get big feelings, everyone gets big feelings but it's still the grown-up's job to look after 
the children" or "If grown-ups get big feelings, it's not your fault – we can ask other grown-ups for help with our 
feelings." It's important to give children reassurance and support. Looking after your own mental health is vital to 
their well-being so don't be afraid to try new things together.   Reach out if you need help. Our Helpline team are 
here, whatever your worry. You can call them on 0808 800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk  
 

 
 
 

https://5f2fe3253cd1dfa0d089-bf8b2cdb6a1dc2999fecbc372702016c.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/18593/October_Half_Term_-_to_send_electronically_.pdf
mailto:richmondCC@achievingforchildren.org.uk
https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/richmondce/pspo25/
https://haveyoursay.citizenspace.com/richmondce/pspo25/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/contact-us


 
 
 
 

Final thought …… 
 

“One child, one teacher, one book  

and one pen can change the world.” 

- Malala Yousafzai 

 

 
 

 


