by

ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

10th October 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We are now well into the autumn season. The leaves have started to change their colours, and the days are
getting a little darker and colder however we are still enjoying some lovely sunny afternoons.

During October, we mark Black History Month by acknowledging the enormous achievements and contributions by
notable Black people both today and in the past. October is also a time when we honour Our Lady of the
Rosary, and we are invited to pray the Rosary during this month.

Thank you so much for your generous contributions for the Harvest Festival Mass. All the proceeds will go towards
‘Care and Share’ food bank which is based on the church site. Well done to Year 6 for leading the Mass with such
confidence. As always, the singing was beautiful and very moving.

Have a great weekend,
Mr M Brannigan
Headteacher

Open Days — Please help to spread the word!

If your child is due to start Reception class in September 2026, we would be happy to book you on one of our tours to
view our wonderful school.

Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your
place.

All tours dates and times are below.

Tuesday 14 October at 9.30am
Friday 21 November at 9.30am
Tuesday 9™ December at 9.30am
Friday 9*" January at 9.30am


mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Oscar F — for excellent effort in phonics and for working very hard with blending and letter formation.
Year 1 — Madison — for having beautiful manners and for always treating people the way you would like to be treated.
Year 2 — Xander — for showing a fantastic attitude to his learning.

Year 3 — Rosie — for being an excellent role model who always strives for excellence.

Year 4 — Alice — for always working hard and for being a supportive learning partner.

Year 5 — Joe — for always showing a mature attitude to his learning.

Year 6 — Nazar — for working very hard in every lesson this week and making some excellent contributions across the
curriculum.

School Diary Dates

Tuesday 14" October — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

Tuesday 14" October — Y3 Boys Football, Rocks Lane (selected pupils)

Wednesday 15 October — Y1 Trip Museum of Richmond

Thursday 16™ October — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Richmond Rugby Club (selected pupils)
Monday 20" October — Y6 Trip Museum of Richmond

Tuesday 21° October — Parents’ Evening 3.40-5.40pm

Wednesday 22™ October — Y1 Workshop Magical Toy Museum

Thursday 23™ October — Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.00pm

Friday 24" October — End of first half of term school closes 3.20pm

Monday 3™ November — INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 4" November — Second half of term starts

Wednesday 5™ November — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace

Monday 10" November — Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace

Wednesday 12" November — Y1 Workshop Science Machine

Friday 14" November — Whole School Mass led by Year 4

Monday 17™" November — School Flu Immunisations

Wednesday 19" November — School Photographs

Friday 21 November — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Wednesday 26" November — Y1 Workshop Weather and Seasons
Tuesday 2" December — Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights
Tuesday 9™ December — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 9" December — Y5/6 Advent Liturgy St George’s Cathedral
Friday 9*" January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

PTA Diary Dates

Sunday 12th October - The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 12-3pm
Friday 17th October - Year 1 Cake Sale

Friday 24th October- Reception Cake Sale

Friday 24th October - Half Term Mufti Day

Friday 7*" November — School Disco



School News

Pray for Peace

Catholics across the globe will unite to pray the Rosary for peace
in war-torn lands, especially during the month of October, which
the Church dedicates to the Holy Rosary.

Pope Leo XIV made the announcement saying the faithful in
Rome will gather in St. Peter’s Square on October 11, 2025 at
6:00 PM.
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OUR GOVERNORS

Welcome to our new Governors
We are delighted to welcome two new Foundation governors to the team: Stephen Wasmuth and Graham Copland.

Stephen is an Assistant Headteacher at a local Catholic primary school, and has recent experience of sitting on the
school’s governing board. He is passionate about Catholic education, and working to create welcoming and inclusive
environments in schools. Stephen is an active member of his parish, where he sits on the finance committee, and runs
the parish Confirmation programme.

Graham is a Chartered Engineer with an MBA and brings over 30 years of experience in the aerospace and the defence
industry. Graham is also dad to James, who'’s in Year 1, and loves being part of the school community. Outside of
work, he’s the Deputy Chairman of the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) for West London. He’s
especially passionate about encouraging young people to get excited about science, technology, engineering, and
maths (STEM)”. Graham will be joining the Finance & Resources Committee.

Coats, Cardigans, Jumpers Every Day!

Although we have had a couple of milder days this week. Please make sure you send your child(ren) to school with a
(named) coat, cardigan or jumper every day. After half term everyone should be wearing their winter uniform.



Attendance and Punctuality

How Does School Attendance Affect a
Child's Learning?
agsinaVear The UK government’s minimum attendance target is 95%.
' Please help us to ensure your child receives the best

education by attending school regularly and being on time.

If your child is absent or late for school, for whatever reason,
parents must inform the office of the reason for their lateness
or absence by 9.00am.

Sports News

Well done to our Year 4 boys who took part in a football tournament at Ham & Richmond during the week. We are
very proud of them!

St. Mary Magdalen’s
Catholic Primary
School

Headteacher: Mr. Martin Brannigan




PTA News

International Food Fair

We look forward to seeing you all at the food fair on Sunday 12-3pm. Tickets are available on the door. Please share
the food fair poster and information on any local WhatsApp groups you are on! There’s going to be plenty of food so
all are welcome not just school families!!

School Disco

The Autumn Disco is coming. Please save the date. Friday November 7th. Legendary DJ
Alex of Dancemasters will be here to dance the children (and parents!) in to the second
half of the autumn term.

Tickets are £6 per child and are on Scopay now. Children must be accompanied by an adult
(there will be a bar). You won’t want to miss this!

Community News

Supporting Your Child in a Digital World

Many children and young people spend a significant part of their day online—for school, gaming, socialising, or
exploring their interests. While the internet provides exciting opportunities to learn and connect, it can also expose
them to risks such as inappropriate content, online bullying, or becoming overly reliant on-screen time. Some
children may even begin to show signs of screen dependency, including mood swings when not online, withdrawing
from family life, or struggling to sleep after late-night device use.

By recognising these behaviours early and supporting children with guidance and structure, we can
help them build a healthy, balanced relationship with technology.

How Can Parents and Carers Help? Here are some key tips:

e Talk Regularly

e Set Clear Boundaries

e Watch for Warning Signs of Screen Overuse

e Use Parental Controls

e Familiarise yourself with apps and platforms like: TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram, Discord, Roblox, Encourage
Healthy Habits

Tips by Age Group
Under 8s

e Use child-safe, age-appropriate apps
e Always supervise screen time

Ages 9-12
e Begin discussing online safety and privacy
e Talk about peer pressure, digital friendships, and kindness online

Teens (13+)
e Talk about reputation, relationships, mental health, and screen independence
e Support them in managing their own screen time responsibly



Richmond parent/carer forum — Coffee Morning

Richmond Parent Carer Forum is an independent group run by parents for parents or carers of children/young people
(aged 0 — 25 years) who have any form of special educational need or disability. Your child does not need an official
diagnosis for you to become a member and we support families of children with any type of additional need including
learning difficulties like dyslexia. They are holding a PCF Coffee Morning, Monday 13" October, 10am-11.30am at
The Patch, 42 York Street, Twickenham, TW1 3LJ. Come along for a coffee and a catch up, they will have their lending
library, a friendly ear and other resources to support children and young people with Special Educational Needs
and/or Disabilities (SEND).

Please let them know if you’re planning to come along by using the booking form here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CoffeeMorning13thOct2025

Richmond
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/participation-and-involvement-
activities/richmond-parent-carer-forum

Hounslow

https://hounslowpcf.co.uk/
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Final thought ......

What you take for granted
are often the very things that
add happiness to your life.

Indulge in them often.




