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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

3'd October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

| do hope all our new families are feeling settled in to school life at St Mary Magdalen’s. It has felt very settled since
returning to school a month ago — thank you for your support with easing the transition for your child. Our Early Years
staff were particularly impressed with just how ‘school ready’ your children were, they are doing brilliantly.

I can now confirm that we can start to improve the surface in the EYFS outside learning area, the contract is signed
and it is hoped that these works can begin in the October half-term. | look forward to sharing further improvements
to this area later in the year.

At the end of the summer term, we had our termly visit by an advisor from the LA. She remarked that the children
were working incredibly hard and she was particularly impressed with the quality of work in the children’s books.
Well done to all the children and staff.

If you know of any families looking for a school place in Reception for September 2026, please encourage them to
sign up for one of the school tours below. The first school tour was very well attended and we had lots of very
enthusiastic mums and dads through the door.

Have a great weekend,

Mr M Brannigan
Headteacher

Reception 2026 - School Tours for Prospective Parents

If your child is due to start Reception class in September 2026, we would be happy to book you on one of our tours to
view our wonderful school.

Please call the school office on 020 88766679 or email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk to book your
place.

All tours dates and times are below.

Tuesday 14 October at 9.30am
Friday 21 November at 9.30am
Tuesday 9™ December at 9.30am
Friday 9% January at 9.30am


mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Anya — for excellent behaviour and for listening carefully, encouraging her friends to follow her example.
Year 1 — Eva — for working persistently hard and for an excellent attitude towards her learning.

Year 2 — Derry — this week she really excelled in her writing using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces in all the
right places.

Year 3 — The Whole Class — for showing creativity and enthusiasm writing their Remembrance Day poems this week.
Year 3 — Ada — an outstanding pupil who consistently shows an excellent attitude towards her learning.

Year 4 — Luke — for his effort and enthusiasm for our poetry topic this week.

Year 5 — Cristiano — for always working hard and always trying his best and for all of his great knowledge about space.
Year 6 — Abigail — for demonstrating to others what true friendship and kindness looks like.

School Diary Dates

Monday 6™ October — Y3 Richmond Safe Walking Scheme

Thursday 9™ October — Y4 Boys Football, Ham & Richmond 9.30am-12.00 noon
Friday 10" October — Whole School Harvest Mass 9.30am

Tuesday 14" October — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 14" October — Y3 Boys Football, Rocks Lane (selected pupils)
Wednesday 15™ October — Y1 Trip Museum of Richmond 9.45am

Thursday 16™ October — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Richmond Rugby Club (selected pupils)
Tuesday 21° October — Parents’ Evening 3.40-5.40pm

Wednesday 22™ October — Y1 Trip Magical Toy Museum 1.30pm

Thursday 23™ October — Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.00pm

Friday 24" October — End of first half of term school closes 3.20pm

Monday 3™ November — INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 4" November — Second half of term starts

Wednesday 5™ November — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace

Friday 7" November — Whole School Mass led by Y4 9.30am
Wednesday 12" November — Y1 Workshop Science Machine

Monday 17" November — School Flu Immunisations

Wednesday 19" November — School Photographs

Friday 21 November — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 2" December — Reception & Y6 Heights and Weights
Tuesday 9™ December — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Friday 9*" January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 10th October- Year 2 Cake Sale

Sunday 12th October - The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 12-3pm
Friday 17th October - Year 1 Cake Sale

Friday 24th October- Reception Cake Sale

Friday 24th October - Half Term Mufti Day

Friday 7*" November — School Disco



School News

Thank you!

A big thank you for all your donations to the Harvest Mass.
This is very much appreciated. We will continue to collect
items up until the day. Please bring them to school and
leave them in the labelled crate in the playground by the
gate.

We suggest donations of dried pasta, rice, tinned una,

e trrosch 53;3“;3*;? ; ¥ & : tinned tomatoes, tinned soup or tinned vegetables. Also

MULTI- ' y 7 needed are washing powder, toothpaste, soap, shampoo,
4 { : > tea, coffee, jam and biscuits

Cake Sale

Thank you to everyone who makes or buy cakes and buns for our regular PTA cake sales on Fridays after
school, and thank you to everyone that purchased any of the delicious creations! Thank you too to the PTA
for organising these events, all proceeds go directly to school funds.

Road Safety - Be Safe Be Seen

As Autumn arrives it not only gets darker but more vital Be Safe Be Seen

that children are seen.

Please make sure that your child has a coat or bag that has
reflective strips to allow them to be seen in the headlights
of cars especially if they scooter or cycle to school.

Let's look out for each other
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PTA News

Time to Party

Please put the date in your diary for the Mary Mags Autumn Disco! Tickets will be on sale
soon.

The Disco will take place on Friday 7t" November. Children can celebrate the start of the
new half term with a dance and a party with their friends and the bar will be open for
adults!! It’s always great fun for all.

Parent Teacher Association Appeal for New Committee Members

The PTA have been doing fantastic work for years to support additional activities and projects at St Mary Magdalen’s.
There are many events and activities planned for this term, aimed at raising funds while bringing some sunshine to
the community. The work of the PTA not only provides financial support but as the events they organise also benefit
the social cohesion of the whole local community.

However, the PTA needs your support. Sometimes it can be a little daunting putting one’s own name forward but we

really do need some parents to consider joining the PTA committee. If you are interested but not sure, please contact
one of the committee members or contact the school office directly.

Community News

Richmond parent/carer forum — Coffee Morning

Richmond Parent Carer Forum is an independent group run by parents for parents or carers of children/young people
(aged 0 — 25 years) who have any form of special educational need or disability. Your child does not need an official
diagnosis for you to become a member and we support families of children with any type of additional need including
learning difficulties like dyslexia.

They are holding a PCF Coffee Morning, Monday 13" October, 10am-11.30am at The Patch, 42 York Street,
Twickenham, TW1 3LJ. Come along for a coffee and a catch up, they will have their lending library, a friendly ear and
other resources to support children and young people with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND).

Please let them know if you’re planning to come along by using the booking form here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CoffeeMorning13thOct2025

Richmond
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/participation-and-involvement-
activities/richmond-parent-carer-forum

Hounslow

https://hounslowpcf.co.uk/
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West Side Story at Surbiton High

Surbiton High School would like to invite you to their annual musical performance which will take place at the New
Wimbledon Theatre on 20 - 22 November. 'West Side Story' features a cast of over 140 pupils and is packed full of
huge dance numbers, brought to life by their talented young performers.

They are offering discounted tickets at £5 per person. They can be booked directly at the New Wimbledon Theatre
website using this link to access the £5 tickets.

Winter warmers appeal

Little Village is running its Winter Warmers Appeal, helping babies and young children stay warm and well through
the colder months. Re-using and sharing items not only keeps children cosy but also reduces waste, promoting a
culture of reuse, and fostering a circular economy within our community. Whether you’re donating a blanket, a coat,
or simply spreading the word, every action helps. Find out how to get involved here

NS Fives

NS Fives provide 5-a-side league football for primary and secondary aged children. They have recently launched a
new 5-A-Side Football League, NS5, based in East Sheen. The league runs on Friday evenings during term time and is
led by the NSSport team, who many of your pupils will know from the after-school sport and holiday clubs. This
means children will see familiar faces and benefit from experienced coaches in a safe, supportive environment. For
more information please see the attached leaflet - NS5 information
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