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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

26" September 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Each term, | hold a Headteacher’s Tea Party and two children are selected from each class to attend by their class
teacher. The next party will be held just before Christmas. The theme for the autumn term will be on improvement in
phonics (Reception and Year 1) and improvement in handwriting and presentation in the other year groups. Good
luck everyone!

On Wednesday, some of the pupil chaplains in Year 6 went to St George’s Cathedral to celebrate the new academic
year. Archbishop John Wells led the Mass and it was a beautiful occasion as so many schools joined us from across
the Diocese of Southwark. Thank you to Mrs El Khoury for taking them to the Cathedral.

Also this week, Year 5 were invited to St Theodore’s Catholic Church in Hampton. The children met up with other Year
5 children and celebrated Mass together. Well done for being so well behaved.

We are now in the last few months of the Jubilee Year, as you know the theme is ‘Pilgrims of Hope’.
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The rough sea is a reminder of the difficulties of
the pligrimage of life. Often, personal events as
well as those of the world, press on us more
Intensely, demanding a greater hope.

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Alma — for being a good friend and for being so helpful and kind.

Year 1 —James — for doing some fantastic work and for being eager to participate in class.

Year 2 — Senuritha — for demonstrating an excellent attitude towards her learning.

Year 3 — Gabriel — for always challenging himself, particularly in his writing by using new vocabulary in his work.
Year 4 — Lucas — for a great effort and attainment in Maths.

Year 5 — The Whole Class — for thoughtful contributions to the ‘get well’ card for Mrs Derby’s dad — especially Isaac.
Year 6 — Ava — for outstanding effort and focus in English this week.



School Diary Dates

Monday 6™ October — Y3 Richmond Safe Walking Scheme

Thursday 9™ October — Y4 Boys Football, Ham & Richmond 9.30am-12.00 noon
Friday 10" October — Whole School Harvest Mass 9.30am

Tuesday 14" October — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 14" October — Y3 Boys Football, Rocks Lane (selected pupils)
Wednesday 15™ October — Y1 Trip Museum of Richmond 9.45am

Thursday 16™" October — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Richmond Rugby Club (selected pupils)
Tuesday 21° October — Parents’ Evening 3.40-5.40pm

Wednesday 22" October — Y1 Trip Magical Toy Museum 1.30pm

Thursday 23™ October — Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.00pm

Friday 24" October — End of first half of term school closes 3.20pm

Monday 3™ November — INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 4" November — Second half of term starts

Wednesday 5™ November — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace

Friday 7*" November — Whole School Mass led by Y4 9.30am

Monday 17" November — School Flu Immunisations

Wednesday 19" November — School Photographs

Friday 21 November — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 9" December — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Friday 9*" January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 3rd October - Year 3 Cake Sale

Friday 10th October- Year 2 Cake Sale

Sunday 12th October - The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 12-3pm
Friday 17th October - Year 1 Cake Sale

Friday 24th October- Reception Cake Sale

Friday 24th October - Half Term Mufti Day

School New

Art and DT

Year 6 have started the year learning about still life and
the artist Paul Cézanne.

They applied their skills in blending colours and creating
tones and shadows to produce striking paintings of
pears.




Year 5

On Thursday 25th September, all of Year 5 travelled together to

the church of St Theodore of Canterbury in Hampton to o mIS SION
celebrate a Mission Together Mass in the Jubilee Year of Hope. ;‘ mGETI_ ER

Eight schools came together to represent three dioceses

(Westminster, Southwark and Arundel and Brighton) at the Mass
and we were honoured to read the bidding prayers. We enjoyed OHILDREN HELPING CHILD
singing Jubilee hymns and having the chance to represent our

schools together with other schools. Donations to missio can be
made here - https://missio.org.uk/donate/
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Receiving School Communications

It has come to our attention that some families may not be receiving our school emails sent via SCOPay. It is likely
that it is being caught in your SPAM or JUNK folder, or your email provider may have blocked it. Please follow these
troubleshooting steps and contact the school office if you are experiencing problems admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Emails are sent from the school as stmarymagdalenscatholicpri@scopay.com

Parents will need to check their Spam / Junk folders for any emails from the School & mark them as Safe /
Trusted. stmarymagdalenscatholicpri@scopay.com

This is generally done by Right Clicking on the email then under the 'Junk' section select the option to mark as Safe.
As there are so many different email clients out there they will vary in how they manage SPAM mail, but they
generally all work in pretty much same way.
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It’s Freezing!

There has been a dramatic drop in temperature, especially in the mornings. If the children would like to move to
wearing their winter uniform, they are more than welcome. After half term, everyone should be wearing their winter
uniform. A gentle reminder to parents to ensure your child comes to school in suitable clothing for the colder

weather — a cardigan, jumper and a warm coat.

Healthy Snack at School

We encourage children to bring in healthy snacks for breaktime. We
hope that with your help, we can encourage the children to develop
healthy eating habits that become a normal part of everyday life.

If you are intending to send in healthy snacks with your child please
limit them to the list below —

e Vegetable sticks — such as celery, cucumber, peppers or carrot, a
range of colour ensures different vitamins and minerals.

e A piece of cheddar cheese or babybel

e A plain biscuit

e A piece of fresh or dried — pineapple, mango, kiwi, plain raisins,
apricots, blueberries, banana slices

e Bread sticks, plain pretzels, banana bread, malt loaf, oat/rice
cakes and small pitta breads

e Homemade snacks — flapjacks, plain biscuits or other oat/whole
grain based snack. These must be nut free.

We are aiming for a common-sense approach, with the key being
to keep it healthy and no chocolate, sweets or crisps.

We need the children to stay hydrated and so please ensure they
bring a named water bottle into school daily. Squash and fruit juice
are not permitted.

PTA News

Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 2025!
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We now have 18 nations signed up for the food fair on Sunday 12th October. It’s going to be the best yet! Tickets are
available to buy on SCOPay and please do invite your friends, family and neighbours. It’s a great community event.

Christmas Cards

The children have all been sent home with their Christmas card templates. | know it may seem early but the sooner
we send our order in the bigger the percentage we will receive back so please do send your templates back asap next

week!! Thank you.




Final thought ......

May your weekend
be filled with good thoughts,
kind people and happy moments!




