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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

19th September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Last week, Year 6 visited the outdoor adventure centre in Liddington. The children completed activities such as Aero
Ball, Abseiling, Giant Swing and many more activities. The instructors were full of praise for our children, they
commented on how polite, considerate and encouraging they were. Thank you Year 6 for being an absolute credit to
the school. I've been told you were all amazing.

This week, | spent some time in Year 5 teaching Maths to cover Mrs Derby for a meeting. We worked on a number
line to one million. | was impressed with how quickly the children absorbed the information and they all worked
really hard. Well done Year 5.

As you all know the school installed our wonderful new playground this summer. We have now been successful with
a bid to improve the Reception outside play area, it is hoped that these improvements will be made before Christmas.

Have a great weekend and enjoy the sunshine!

Mr Martin Brannigan

Heavenly Father, as we embark on this new
school year, we place our trust in You.
Guide our steps and give us the wisdom to
navigate the challenges ahead.

May we always seek Your guidance in all that we
do. Amen.

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Sofia — for listening carefully and for being very engaged in our lessons this week.

Year 1 — Arlo — for your excellent role modelling and attitude to learning in class.

Year 2 — Fergus — for an excellent attitude toward learning and for demonstrating perseverance when faced with a
tricky problem.

Year 3 — Theodore — for showing great perseverance with his work and interest in his learning this week.

Year 4 — Samuel — for being a conscientious student across the curriculum

Year 5 — Sophia — for her thoughtful approach to all her work and contributions

Year 6 — Mason — a great start to year 6 working with focus and determination



School Diary Dates

Wednesday 24™" September — Y6 Pupil Chaplains Mass at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark
Thursday 25™ September — Y5 Mission Together Mass St Theodore’s Hampton

Friday 26™ September — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Chiswick Rugby Club 5-7.30pm (selected pupils)
Friday 3" October — Whole School Harvest Mass 9.30am

Monday 6™ October — Y3 Richmond Safe Walking Scheme pm

Thursday 9t October — Y4 Boys Football, Ham & Richmond 9.30am-12.00 noon

Tuesday 14™ October — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

Tuesday 14™ October — Y3 Boys Football, Rocks Lane (selected students)

Thursday 16™ October — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Richmond Rugby Club (selected students)
Tuesday 215t October — Parents’ Evening 3.40-5.40pm

Thursday 23 October — Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.00pm

Friday 24% October — End of first half of term school closes 3.20pm

Monday 3™ November — INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 4™ November — Second half of term starts

Wednesday 5™ November — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace

Friday 7™ November — Whole School Mass led by Y4 9.30am

Monday 17" November — School Flu Immunisations

Wednesday 19™ November — School Photographs

Friday 215t November — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 9t December — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Friday 9™ January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 26th September - Year 4 Cake Sale

Friday 26th September - International Theme Mufti Day

Friday 3rd October - Year 3 Cake Sale

Friday 10th October- Year 2 Cake Sale

Sunday 12th October - The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 12-3pm
Friday 17th October - Year 1 Cake Sale

Friday 24th October- Reception Cake Sale

Friday 24th October - Half Term Mufti Day

School News

Try Something New — Join a Club!

The start of the new academic year is the perfect time to try something new, and what better way to do that than by
joining one of fantastic school clubs? We are delighted to offer a wide range of before, after school and lunchtime
clubs for the Autumn Term. We have included some exciting new clubs this term; Quiz Club on the chromebooks, Jazz
Hands, Spanish, Ms. Gallagher's netball club, Mr. Bartrip/Ms. Frank's Technokids/Lego club and Skates and Ladders is
back! We can usually offer 1 or 2 free places per club to help families suffering from economic hardship. Please do let
us know via the school office in confidence, and we will help where possible. Clubs started the week beginning
Monday 8" September and will run until the week ending Thursday 18™" December.

Our Breakfast Club is £6 per session. It is held every school day 7:50 - 8.40 a.m. NS Sport After School Care Club is an
external club and this runs throughout the year. Please either contact the club directly or ask the School Office for
more information: School website club link



https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/parents/school-clubs/

Head Boy and Girl, Deputies and House Captains

Today we announced our positions of responsibility in Year 6, marking the beginning of a new school year with
enthusiasm and strong leadership.

Arthur, Head Boy,

Isobel Head Girl,

William, Deputy Head Boy,
Abigail, Deputy Head Girl

Ava, JP, Elena and Alexia - House Captains for Campion, Fisher, Mayne and More
Children you are excellent ambassadors for St Mary Magdalen’s.

First Holy Communion

Would you like your child to receive First Holy Communion next year? If your child will be in Year 3 or above from
now, please see the information below. In addition, each year we have some children who have not yet been
baptised or are from different faith traditions but would like to be welcomed into the Church, so if that applies to
you, please let Fr Adrian know so that he can help. If you are from another Parish, please email Fr Adrian for more
information via Mortlake @RCAOS.org.uk Please follow the QR code or this link
https://forms.office.com/e/E3CUQUsNLm to express an interest in the First Communion Programme.

Please note this is only the first part of the application, but to enrol your child into our First Communion
Programme this initial online form must be completed between now and 24th October for the 2025/2026
Programme.


mailto:Mortlake@RCAOS.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/E3CUQUsNLm

New for this year, we are inviting girls and boys in Year 3 or above who are not yet Altar Servers to join our

team. This means that children who have not made their First Communion can join as Junior Altar Servers, alongside
our Altar Servers who already receive Holy Communion. The aim of this is to build-up a team of Junior Altar Servers,
Altar Servers and Senior Altar Servers for our older youth. For more information and an application form, please see
Fr Adrian after the 9.30 or 11 am Sunday Mass at St Mary Magdalen’s Church, thank you.

O30

Season of Creation

During this Season of Creation (1 September — 4™ October), we are reminded of the precious gift of the Earth and
our shared responsibility to care for it. This special time in the Church’s calendar invites us all — children, families and
communities — to reflect on the wonder of God’s creation and to renew our commitment to protecting it.

At school, the children will be encouraged to notice the beauty around them — from the changing leaves to the
buzzing bees — and to think about how small-actions, like recycling or saving energy, can make a big difference.

PEACE
WITH CREATION

SEASON OF CREATION 2025

Garden of Peace
Isaiah 32:14-18



Headlice

Head Lice Several cases of head lice have been reported in school recently. We encourage you to check your
child’s hair regularly and treat immediately if you find any eggs or lice. Please note this is a very common
condition in children.

We encourage all children with long hair to come to school with their hair tied back. Headlice do love long, clean hair,
unfortunately. Head lice can be treated using conditioner, tea tree oil or shop bought products with a good quality
fine-tooth comb. You will need to treat the whole family and wash towels and bedding. For more information about
how to get rid of head lice please google ‘Head lice and Nits NHS’ or go to https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-
and-nits

Lost Property

The office team has seen an increase in unnamed lost property. Many of
these items are brand new and the team need help reuniting lost property
with its owner. Please help by naming all clothing - particularly coats,
jumpers, cardigans, and hats, as well as water bottles and lunch boxes.

If your child is missing something, it can be found in the container at the
entrance to the hall, under the Parent’s noticeboard. Items will be held
until the end of the term. Everything unnamed will then be disposed of.

Quiz Club

We have a brand new club this term - Quiz Club. Quiz Club for Years 3 - 6 runs

from 3.30 - 4.30 on a Tuesday in the Year 5 classroom.

The quiz is presented live online by a professional Quizmaster and the
children play using the school's Chromebooks which the system converts
to handsets. This means the club includes children from schools across the

country, making it a unique after school experience for the players, with
children teaming up with each other from around the UK.

The quiz, which is 45 minutes long, is composed of 25 fascinating multiple choice general knowledge
questions and the players answer every question using their handset. Throughout the quiz, the quizmaster
embellishes the answers with plenty of additional detail, making the quiz really entertaining, capturing the
children's imagination and lighting the fire for further knowledge.

As well as the quizzes being fantastic fun, they are also highly educational and inspiring. Momentous
events in history, incredible geographical landmarks, amazing science, beautiful art, inspiring music and
literature, cultures from around the world, current affairs and world knowledge all feature in our quizzes
and serve to broaden pupils' knowledge of the world around them.

At the end of the term each player receives a Quiz Club certificate to mark their achievement in
participating.


https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits

An example quiz is here - https://www.quizclub.org/after-school-club-video
The video below is a recording of a live after school club taking place.

"Quiz club is fun and enjoyable for everyone. You learn lots while having music in the background and | really like it!"
Evie Year 4

"Quiz club is a very good club because it's fun and I like the questions" Rory Year 4

"Quiz club is fun because | don't always know the answers" Benjamin Year 4

Quiz Club - Tuesday - 3.30-4.30p.m. 11weeks remaining
Sept 23, 30

Oct7,14

Nov 4, 11, 18, 25

Dec?2,9, 16

Cost - £66.00 for the remaining 11 sessions
Book via SCOPay www.scopay.com/login.html

St Richard Reynolds Catholic College - September 2026 Entry

Applications for High School and Sixth Form are now open. If you would like to visit the college, tours are running as
follows: every Wednesday and Friday mornings at 9am for High School

Please visit our website via: https://strichardreynolds.org.uk/whole-college/admission/ for more information.

Additionally, the High School will be hosting an Open Evening on Wednesday 1st October, 5:30pm - 7:30pm.
The Sixth Form will host theirs on Wednesday 8th October, 6pm-8pm.

For more information, please contact office@srrcc.org.uk or call 020 8325 4630.

PTA News

The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair Sunday 12th October 12-3pm

We are getting close to the fabulous Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 2025! Everyone’s favourite

event! Please do invite your families, friends and neighbours to come along too. It’'s a great event and a chance to
show off our lovely school community and also this year, the fantastic new playground! There is still time for more
food stalls to sign up this year. If you are interested please do let us know. However, we do need all nations
confirmed by Sunday 21st September so we can start prepping for the day.

Please do let your rep know if you are interested in taking part or email smmptacontact@gmail.com or message Amy
or Lucy directly.

Thank you for your support, Lucy and Amy.


https://www.quizclub.org/after-school-club-video
http://www.scopay.com/login.html
https://strichardreynolds.org.uk/whole-college/admission/
mailto:office@srrcc.org.uk
mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com

Community News and Workshops

Family-Friendly Autumn bike ride

Join Kingston Cycling Campaign and friends on Sunday 21 September for a fun-packed family-friendly ride. Starting

in Fairfield Recreation Ground (meeting by the park pavilion, opposite The Albion pub), this easy-paced ride is
designed with all ages and cycling abilities in mind.

Taking in quiet roads and traffic-free routes, they'll have marshals on hand to keep everyone safe.

The event is free but all participants need to be registered to take part. Register here

SUNDAY 21 SEPT 10.45AM

., 10.45AM MEET-UP

d‘k "~ FAIRFIELD PARK

FAIRFIELD ROAD,

A KINGSTON, KT1 2PY
.G FAMILY-FRIENDLY
GROUP CYCLE

& KINGSTON R tVtte FAIRFIELD ALL AGES WELCOME

The Power Station Youth Centre

The PowerStation Youth Centre offer a wide range of activities for young people
aged 8 to 19 to engage in and enjoy. This includes a number of age specific drop
in sessions with a variety of themes and workshops including: sports, music,
cooking, health and wellbeing, art and much more.

More information and opening hours can be found on their website here



https://www.kingston.gov.uk/events/family-friendly-autumn-bike-ride-0
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/young-people/information-and-advice/youth-centres-and-activities/powerstation-youth-centre

Final thought ......

“The best way to cheer
yourself up

Ls to cheer someone else up.”

Mark Twain




