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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

12t September 2025
Dear Parents,

The school is delighted to have received The Oscar Romero Award. The award is given to schools that promote social
justice through charitable work as well as having regard to human dignity and justice included in the school
curriculum. Well done everyone and especially to Mrs El Khoury for applying for the award and providing the
evidence. We will be attending a special celebration Mass at St George’s Cathedral later in the academic year, with
Archbishop John Wells.

Our Key Stage 1 results at the end of the summer were also the highest the school has attained for many years and
were 23% higher than the national average. Way to go Year 2!

All the children continue to settle in to their new classes really well. At breaktimes, it has been fantastic to see the
children thoroughly enjoying the new playground. Coach Hassan has also had a big smile on his face all week!

Thank you for attending the parent information mornings this week, more to come next week.

Well done to Year 6 for being so well behaved on their residential trip to Liddington, they had an amazing time and
took part in various outdoor activities like climbing and raft building. A big thank you to Mrs Miller, Miss Nugent and
Miss Greenwood for accompanying the children and giving up so much of their time.

Best wishes,

Have a great weekend.
Mr Brannigan
Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Georgina — for being kind to everyone in her class and for being incredibly helpful at tidy-up time.

Year 1 — Hettie — for being an amazing role model to all her peers — putting 100% into her work and class discussions.
Year 2 — llya — for showing politeness, kindness and determination and for trying exceptionally hard this week.

Year 3 — Darcey — for her enthusiasm and positive attitude towards learning in every lesson.

Year 4 — Marjorie — for showing focus and great listening skills all week.

Year 5 — Luke — for hard work and good engagement in all lessons.

Year 6 — The Whole Class — for excellent behaviour on the school trip.

School Diary Dates

Monday 15% September — Y1 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am

Tuesday 16™ September — Y6 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am

Wednesday 17% September — Y5/6 Secondary School Transfer Meeting 8.45am
Friday 19t September — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

Friday 19t September — Y3/4 Mixed Tag Rugby, Chiswick Rugby Club (selected pupils)
Thursday 25% September — Y5 Mission Together Mass St Theodore’s Hampton



Friday 26™ September — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Chiswick Rugby Club 5-7.30pm (selected pupils)
Monday 6™ October — Y3 Richmond Safe Walking Scheme pm

Thursday 9t October — Y4 Boys Football, Ham & Richmond 9.30am-12.00 noon

Tuesday 14% October — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

Tuesday 14™ October — Y3 Boys Football, Rocks Lane (selected students)

Thursday 16™ October — Y5/6 Mixed Tag Rugby, Richmond Rugby Club (selected students)
Tuesday 215t October — Parents’ Evening 3.40-5.40pm

Thursday 23 October — Parents’ Evening 5.00-7.00pm

Friday 24t™ October — End of first half of term school closes at 3.20pm

Monday 3™ November — INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 4™ November — Second half of term starts

Wednesday 5™ November — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace

Friday 21°t November — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Tuesday 9™ December — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am
Friday 9t January — Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am

PTA Diary Dates

Wednesday 17t September — AGM School Hall 7pm

Friday 19% September — Y6 Cake Sale

Friday 26" September — Y4 Cake Sale — international theme

Friday 3 October — Y3 Cake Sale

Friday 10" October — Y2 Cake Sale

Sunday 12t October — International Food Fair (time to be confirmed)
Friday 17t October — Y1 Cake Sale

Friday 24" October — Reception Cake Sale

Term Dates 2025-2026

Autumn Term 2025
Monday 3 November: Inset Day — school closed
Friday 19 December: school closes for Christmas holidays (1pm)

Half Term: Monday 27 October to Friday 31 October

Spring Term 2026
Monday 5 January: spring term begins
Friday 27 March: school closes for Easter holidays (1pm)

Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20 February

Summer term 2026

Monday 13 April: summer term begins

Monday 4 May: May Day Bank Holiday

Friday 22 May: Inset Day — school closed

Friday 19 June: Inset Day — school closed — date TBC
Friday 17 July: school closes for summer holidays (1pm)
Monday 20 July: Inset Day — school closed

Half term: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May



School News

New Playground

Last Friday, The Mayor of Richmond upon Thames ClIr Penny
Frost visited our school for the very first time to officially
open our beautiful new playground. The weather was
glorious and it was a really memorable event.
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The Mayor was amazed by our sporting and academic
success. She was absolutely delighted to be invited and was
thrilled to meet the children and was really touched by the
warmth of our welcome. She couldn’t quite believe that a
small school like ours could have achieved so much. It was
also mentioned, more than once, that the children were
impeccably well behaved and charming.
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Thank you to the PTA, Governors and Claire Grindal for
arranging the event. Thank you also to all the parents who
attended.

Year 6

Year 6 had a fantastic few days at PGL in Liddington. They took part in so many different activities which
required individual bravery as well as the ability to work together successfully in a team. Everyone had an
amazing time and the sun was shining for most of the days! A huge thanks to Mrs Miller, Ms Nugent and
Miss Greenwood for supporting the children.




Parent Information Meetings

At the start of every year, we look forward to meeting with parents to talk about the year ahead. This year, the
meetings will be after drop off, in the hall on the dates shown below. The presentations will also be put into Google
Classroom for parents who are unable to attend.

Year 1 - Monday 15" September at 8.45a.m.
Year 6 - Tuesday 16" September at 8.45a.m.

Clubs

Clubs have started this week and the list is available on our website - School Clubs. Thank you to Mrs Barrett who has
worked so hard to organise our amazing extra-curricular programme.

Uniform

Thank you also to our wonderful volunteer Harriet Cole who is working hard to get the uniform orders ready for
collection. Thank you too for your patience as we wait for deliveries to arrive. You may not know that we are only
able to provide uniform on site because of our amazing volunteers. We are incredibly grateful for all their hard work.

Cool Milk

A portion of fresh, chilled milk at mid-morning break provides protein, calcium and other vital nutrients, important
for your child's growth and development. Our school provides a milk scheme that is available to all of our

pupils. School milk is free for all under-fives or entitled to free school meals, and is available for all pupils aged five or
older at £15.00 per term.

If you would like your child to receive milk please click on the link Coolmilk and select ‘register your child’, then follow
the on-screen instructions.

Should you have any queries regarding your child’s registration or milk supply in general, please contact Cool Milk
directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com or call 0844 854 2913.

Dropping off and Pick Up Arrangements

A reminder that all children should enter the school grounds through the playground gate entrance which is opened
at 8.35am. Adults should stay with their child(ren) in the playground until they see that they have gone into the
school building. Adults must not enter the school building with their child. Please leave the school site in good
time once you have dropped off or picked up.

If you want to speak with your child’s teacher or if you have a message for the school, you must do so via the School
Office. All visitors must sign in and wear a visitor’s badge for the duration of their visit.

Late Pick ups

End of day collection from school is equally as important for a child as punctual arrival to school in the morning. Not
being collected on time can affect a child’s emotional well-being. Please make sure you make every effort to pick your
child(ren) up from school on time at 3.20pm. If you are running late, please ensure you make alternative
arrangements and inform the School Office by 3pm.

Only Year 6 children (and Year 5 from the summer term) children are allowed to go home by themselves, once
written authorisation has been received.


https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/parents/school-clubs/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com

Absence and Lateness

If your child is late or absent from school, for whatever reason, parents must inform the office of the reason for their
lateness or absence by 9.00am on each day of absence. Please call or email the office directly. If you do not inform
the office of the reason for absence on the day, the absence will be marked as unauthorised.

KS2 Stationery Equipment

From September we are asking KS2 children (Years 3,4,5 and 6) to bring in their own stationery equipment to use at
school.

Children will need:

A clear labelled pencil case

2 HB pencils

1 Blue erasable handwriting pen (and refill) e.g. Frixion pens
or equivalent (yrs 4-6)

1 red biro

1 40g glue stick

1 Eraser

1 small pencil sharpener

1 15cm clear plastic ruler

PTA News

Hi everyone, and hello to all the new families who have joined Mary Mags this term! Hope you have all had a lovely
summer.

A big Thank You to all the Class reps who have volunteered this year.

Reception — Harriet/Leah
Y1 — Holly/Bridget

Y2 — Andrea/Laura

Y3 — Alison/Avi

Y4 — Sonica/Harue

Y5 Lauren/Areej

Y6 Fran S/Fran M

The Great Mary Mags International Food Fair

We are at that time of year again for the Great Mary Mags International Food Fair 2025! Everyone’s favourite event!

For newly joined families this is where school families showcase traditional food from their nations. Many parents
have said this is their favourite school event of the year and last year we raised just over £3000!!

We would love some new food stalls this year. If you are interested in cooking and letting us try your fab food please
do let us know. All nationalities welcome (including British - there has never been any English/Scottish/Welsh/Irish
believe it or not!! We're sure there’s some fab foods from those nations too) Sweet or savoury options, traditional
drinks (Brazil, | hope you are doing the caipirinha’s again!), all are welcome.

Please do let your rep know if you are interested in taking part or email smmptacontact@gmail.com or message Amy
or Lucy directly if you would like more information from us.



mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com

PTA AGM

Just a reminder and follow up to the email sent out that the PTA AGM will be held in the school hall on Wednesday
17th September at 7pm. All are welcome.

Please do come along if you are interested in joining the PTA or taking on a committee role. Or please do email us on
smmptacontact@gmail.com if you are unable to make the meeting but would like more info about what’s involved.

A whole new committee is needed to keep this successful association going! Hope to see many of you there!

Community News and Workshops

The South London Children and Young People’s Community Immunisation Service are hosting a webinar for parents
to discuss the flu vaccine.

Parents can sign up using the link - Monday 15 September, 18:00 — 18:45

The flu vaccine will be given at school on: Monday 17*" November 2025.

Safeguarding
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the

school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the SPA
directly on the number below or the police.

Key contacts:
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679

w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Keeping
Single Point of Access (SPA): children
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000 safe iS

everyone's

Local Authority Designated Officer: . oan
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675 responsibility
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk

If a child is in immediate danger, the police should be contacted on 999.

Online Safety: LGfL parent Online Safety Presentation for Schools

LGfL have produced a very comprehensive presentation for parents around Online Safety. They have included recent
research around the risks of being online but also plenty of tips and resources to ensure we all stay safe. It is available
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/ here to download.

Richmond Family Hub

Please see attached a copy of the Richmond Family Hub Autumn Term 2025 programme (PDF)



mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/776d10d2-9b10-4b99-958a-bd810391bbdb@37c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3
https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/
https://5f2fe3253cd1dfa0d089-bf8b2cdb6a1dc2999fecbc372702016c.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/18338/Family_Hubs_and_Children_s_Centres_Autumn_Programme_2025.pdf

Final thought ...

Dear God,
Thank you for our friends.
Thank you for the opportunities that we have
when trying and starting something new.

Thank you for all the different skills

that we learn when trying new things.

We pray that we won’t worry,
but instead enjoy new challenges
and new opportunities.
Amen.



