
 

ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

  

5th September 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back everyone; I hope that you all had a wonderful summer break. I would like to extend a special welcome 
to all of the new children and their families who joined our school this year; we are delighted that you have chosen St 
Mary Magdalen’s and we very much look forward to getting to know you all in the coming weeks and months. It has 
been lovely to see all the children returning so keenly to school this week. 
 
All the children in Reception have settled in brilliantly! I have been really impressed how well they have gelled as a 
class in such a short period of time. Well done Reception you are amazing! 
 
Our new playground has been completed on time. It was fantastic to see the huge smiles on so many faces on 
Tuesday morning. On Friday, The Worshipful, the Mayor of Richmond upon Thames, Councillor Penny Frost, kindly 
came to school to officially open our smart new playground. Many thanks to the PTA and parents for raising the funds 
needed. We hope to make further improvements over the course of the year with the help of the PTA, Governors and 
parents. 
 
Over the last 12 months, the school has achieved many great things. As well as the installation of our fabulous new 
playground the children have been working very hard and have achieved brilliant results in national tests. 
 
Phonics Screening Test Year 1 : 100% (this is the first time the school has achieved this score). 
 
We also want to celebrate our fantastic SATs results in 2025. Well done to all the children and the staff that 
supported them so well. 
 

KS2 SATs 2025 

  

READING 92% 

WRITING 88% 

MATHS 88% 

  

 
 
The school was also graded outstanding in all nine areas during our whole school CSI Inspection last year. 
 
Thanks for your continued support.  
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Martin Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
 
 



 

 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – The Whole class – for a fantastic first week at school and for settling in so quickly.  
Year 1 – The Whole class – for having a great return to school and for working so hard already this week.  
Year 2 – The Whole class – for settling really well into school routines and for making a great start. 
Year 3 – The Whole class – for a fantastic start and settling into new routines with confidence.  
Year 4 – The Whole class – for settling in so quickly and for being enthusiastic with their learning.  
Year 5 – Alessandro Materiale – for an excellent first week at St Mary Magdalen’s – welcome to our school! 
Year 6 - JP Dowell – for showing focus, a great work ethic and excellent behaviour all week. 
 

School Diary Dates 

 

Monday 8th September – Y6 PGL Liddington Trip (Mon-Fri) 
Monday 8th September – Y3 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Tuesday 9th September – Y5 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Wednesday 10th September – Y4 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Friday 12th September – Reception Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Monday 15th September – Y1 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Tuesday 16th September – Y6 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Thursday 18th September – Y2 Parents’ Information Meeting 8.45am 
Friday 19th September – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 14th October – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 21st November – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Tuesday 9th December – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
Friday 9th January – Reception 2026-27 Parents’ Open Day 9.30am 
 
PTA Diary Dates 

 

Friday 12th September – Y5 Cake Sale 
Wednesday 17th September – AGA School Hall 7pm 
Friday 19th September – Y6 Cake Sale 
Friday 26th September – Y4 Cake Sale 
Friday 3rd October – Y3 Cake Sale 
Friday 10th October – Y2 Cake Sale 
Sunday 12th October – International Food Fair (time to be confirmed) 
Friday 17th October – Y1 Cake Sale 
Friday 24th October – Reception Cake Sale 
 
 

Term Dates 2025-2026 
 
Autumn Term 2025 
Monday 3 November: Inset Day – school closed   
Friday 19 December: school closes for Christmas holidays (1pm) 
 
Half Term: Monday 27 October to Friday 31 October 
 
 
 
 



 

Spring Term 2026 
Monday 5 January: spring term begins  
Friday 27 March: school closes for Easter holidays (1pm) 
 
Half Term: Monday 16 February to Friday 20 February 
 
Summer term 2026 
Monday 13 April: summer term begins 
Monday 4 May: May Day Bank Holiday 
Friday 22 May: Inset Day – school closed  
Friday 19 June: Inset Day – school closed – date TBC 
Friday 17 July: school closes for summer holidays (1pm) 
Monday 20 July: Inset Day – school closed 
 
Half term: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 
 

School News 
 
Welcome to all our new starters! 
 
This September we welcomed our new Reception class, plus 2 new students to our other classes throughout the 
school. We are incredibly proud of how well they have settled in to St Mary Magdalen’s life and it has been a real 
pleasure getting to know them.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Parent Information Meetings  

 
At the start of every year, we look forward to meeting with parents to talk about the year ahead. This year, the 
meetings will be after drop off, in the hall on the dates shown below. The presentations will also be put into Google 
Classroom for parents who are unable to attend.  
 
Year 3 - Monday 8th September at 8.45a.m.    
Year 5 - Tuesday 9th September at 8.45a.m.  
Year 4 - Wednesday 10th September at 8.45a.m.  
Reception - Friday 12th September at 8.45a.m.  
Year 1 - Monday 15th September at 8.45a.m.  
Year 6 - Tuesday 16th September at 8.45a.m.   
Year 2 - Thursday 18th September at 8.45a.m.  
 

Fundraising 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 Stationery Equipment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you and congratulations to past pupils Beatrice Heyland, 
Juliet Millard and her little sister Phoebe for their successful 
fundraising over the summer. They raised an amazing £80 for our 
school! 
 

 

 

From September we are asking KS2 children (Years 3,4,5 and 6) to bring in their own stationery equipment to use at 
school.  
 
Children will need:     
A clear labelled pencil case 
2 HB pencils 
1 Blue erasable handwriting pen (and refill) e.g. Frixion pens  
or equivalent (yrs 4-6) 
1 red biro 
1 40g glue stick 
1 Eraser 
1 small pencil sharpener 
1 15cm clear plastic ruler 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Uniform 

 

Our uniform is a great source of pride for us. Please see the table below with information regarding our school 

uniform.  PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL PROPERTY ARE CLEARLY MARKED. This 
enables us to return lost property almost immediately.  
 
Trainers should NOT be worn with uniform; they may be worn when the children are in their outdoor P.E. kit. 
 
 

Winter (autumn and spring term) Summer (summer term) 

white shirt 
school tie 

short/long light grey trousers 

light grey skirt or pinafore dress 

red school cardigan or v neck jumper 
white or grey socks or tights 

sensible black shoes 

red/white/navy, hair ribbons/bands 

  

white open necked short sleeved polo shirt (no 
tie) 
short/long grey trousers 

red school cardigan or v neck jumper 
 (if needed) 
red/white gingham or candy-striped dress 

white or grey socks 

red or black shoes (no sandals) 
red/white/navy, hair ribbons/bands 

school sunhat 
  

PE Kit 
navy and red polo shirt 
navy shorts or navy tracksuit bottoms 

red sweat shirt 
socks 

trainers or plimsolls 

PE bag 

Optional item: red fleece. 
   

  
 
All items which are unique to the school are available via SCOPay. These items are shown above in italics. The 
uniform shop is kindly run by our wonderful parent volunteers. 
 

Click the link to view our school uniform policy  
 
 

School Lunches 

 
In response to the rising cost of living, the Mayor of London has made a commitment that every primary school 
child is entitled to a Free School Meal. This important step makes the Free School Meal provision available to 
children in reception to year 6 in primary schools in Greater London. 
 
We encourage all families to take up this offer of a nutritious healthy school lunch.  Our menu can be found on the 
school website. The new Autumn/Winter Menu will be active from Monday the 3rd of November 2025, running until 
the end of Spring Term (Friday 27th of March 2026). 
 

 

 

 

file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/28%20Policies/20260306-School-Uniform-Policy%20(4).pdf
https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Caterlink-Kingston-Richmond-Autumn-Winter-Menu-2025-2026-1.pdf


 

 

Contact  
 
We are so fortunate to have such engaged and supportive parents and good home school communication is vital to 
this. If you would like to make an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher or if you have a message for them, 
please contact them via the school office admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  Please do not email teachers 
directly or via Google Classroom. We will always try to respond to you promptly and will answer urgent issues as 
quickly as possible. However, please do be mindful of the fact that teachers are in class all day with the children. 
 

Y6 Trip 

 

Please keep our Y6 children in your prayers as they spend next week on their trip to PGL. They will have a great time 

trying different challenges. It’s a fantastic week and I am sure they will take every opportunity given to them.  

 

Nut Free School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share and Care  
 
We recognise that this is a challenging time for many families and that your financial circumstances may 
change suddenly. To help support all our families, we are working with a local charity (Share and Care Collective) to 
provide weekly groceries for families in need. If you would like to receive, weekly groceries please email: admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk 
  

All information will be handled in the strictest confidence.  www.shareandcarecollective.com 
 
 

First Holy Communion  
 
Would you like your child to receive First Holy Communion next year?  If your child will be in Year 3 or above from 
now, please see the information below.  In addition, each year we have some children who have not yet been 
baptised or are from different faith traditions but would like to be welcomed into the Church, so if that applies to 
you, please let Fr Adrian know so that he can help.  If you are from another Parish, please email Fr Adrian for more 
information via Mortlake@RCAOS.org.uk Please follow the QR code or this link 
https://forms.office.com/e/E3CUQUsNLm to express an interest in the First Communion Programme.   

To safeguard our children and staff with allergies, any 
food containing or described as nuts are not permitted on 
the school premises. Our Nut-Free Policy means that the 
following items should not be brought into school or to 
any PTA sale events: packs of nuts, peanut butter or 
Nutella sandwiches, cakes, fruit and cereal bars that 
contain nuts, chocolate, chocolate bars or sweets that 
contain or may contain nuts. Our suppliers provide us 
with nut-free products.  
 
Homemade snacks, party food and PTA food contributions 
must have a label detailing all ingredients present and the 
kitchen environment where the food was prepared must 
be nut free. Please be particularly mindful of this on cake 
sale days.  
 

 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
http://www.shareandcarecollective.com/
mailto:Mortlake@RCAOS.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/E3CUQUsNLm


 

 
Please note this is only the first part of the application, but to enrol your child into our First Communion 
Programme this initial online form must be completed between now and 24th October for the 2025/2026 
Programme.   
 
New for this year, we are inviting girls and boys in Year 3 or above who are not yet Altar Servers to join our 
team.  This means that children who have not made their First Communion can join as Junior Altar Servers, alongside 
our Altar Servers who already receive Holy Communion.  The aim of this is to build-up a team of Junior Altar Servers, 
Altar Servers and Senior Altar Servers for our older youth.  For more information and an application form, please see 
Fr Adrian after the 9.30 or 11 am Sunday Mass at St Mary Magdalen’s Church, thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Community News and Workshops 
 
Best Start in Life 

On 1 September 2025 a new (beststartinlife.gov.uk) website was launched, replacing Childcare Choices which many 
parents and providers are familiar with and use to find out about eligibility for the funded entitlements. The new 
website is designed to be a one-stop-shop for information for families from pregnancy and beyond. 

Childcare Entitlement Information Sessions 
Jill Anderson from the Family Information Service hosts free online sessions to provide guidance on childcare options, 
entitlements, and support for childcare costs. 
 
For Kingston families the next session will be on 15.09.25.  Please see the following poster for more information & to 
register for a place - 
Kingston Childcare Information Session 15.09.25   
 
To enquire about dates for sessions in Richmond please email jill.anderson@achievingforchildren.org.uk.  Please 
include your postcode when enquiring. 
 
Family Hub Programmes - Autumn term 2025 
Kingston Family Hubs Autumn Term 2025 Programme 
Richmond Family Hubs Autumn Programme 2025 

 
Mental Health Support Team MHST 
 
Please see the attached fliers for the "Helping Children with" & "Helping Teens with" workshops that MHST 

will be hosting this new academic year. 

Newsletters\Helping children series.pdf 

Newsletters\Helping teens series.pdf 

 
 
 

http://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwE4owd9kap4FNzcsiqcX8JeZ58RTkfi/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:jill.anderson@achievingforchildren.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hEBse908f-8i9gzWocNecocYNwE5CQQQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://5f2fe3253cd1dfa0d089-bf8b2cdb6a1dc2999fecbc372702016c.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/uploads/ckeditor/attachments/18338/Family_Hubs_and_Children_s_Centres_Autumn_Programme_2025.pdf
file://///SMM-vDATA01/Teachers$/2025-2026/Newsletters/Helping%20children%20series.pdf
file://///SMM-vDATA01/Teachers$/2025-2026/Newsletters/Helping%20teens%20series.pdf


 

  

 

Final thought …. 
 
 

 


