
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
27th June 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Saturday, was a truly special day as the children in Year 3 and some children in other classes celebrated their First 
Holy Communion. It was a beautiful and moving occasion and we were all so proud of them as they received the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. The children worked so hard to prepare for this special day. They are a credit to 
themselves, their families and our school. Thank you to Mrs El Khoury for preparing the children so well and to Mrs 
Wallis-Jiang for providing the music. Thanks to all the parents and volunteers for making the church look extra 
beautiful. Finally, thanks to Father Adrian for a lovely service. 
  
As we head into July, we are making plans for the next academic year. Miss McFarlane will be leaving us to do more 
travelling next year.  Good luck and thank you for all your enthusiasm. Mrs Constantinou and Mrs Dhir who have 
been working part-time in Reception will also be leaving us. Thank you both so much for all your hard work this 
year.  We wish you well. 
 
Have a great weekend 
Mr Brannigan 
 
Teachers and Classes 2025-26 
  
Reception      Miss Lynch 
Year 1            Mrs El Khoury 
Year 2            Mrs Hopkins 
Year 3            Miss Tootill 
Year 4            Miss Gallagher 
Year 5            Mrs Derby 
Year 6            Mrs Miller 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Madison – for continued perseverance with tackling activities.  
Year 1 – Callie – for working hard in all of her subjects this week.  
Year 2 – Alesia – for working extremely hard in all subjects this week.  
Year 3 – Lucas – for being a maths superstar this week. 
Year 4 – Joe – for his hard work this week, particularly in English.  
Year 5 – Lucy and Nazar – for their excellent team work preparing their essay about Anne Frank. 
Year 6 – Finlay – for his mature attitude this week and the pride he has taken in his recent writing. 
 

School Diary Dates 
 
Tuesday 1st July – Year 5 Royal Society Summer Exhibition Schools’ Day (selected students) 
Thursday 3rd July - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 4th July – RMT Music Concert 2.15pm  
Friday 4th July – Y4 Museum of Richmond  
 



w/c Monday 7th July – Y6 Workshop Bikeability  
Monday 7th July – Meet the Teacher Morning for the children 
Tuesday 8th July – Parents’ Open Day Reception 2026-27 
Thursday 10th July – Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Thursday 10th July – Stay and Play Reception 2025-26 
Friday 11th July – Y1 & Y2 Trip Rose Theatre  
Wednesday 16th July – Year 6 Production  
Thursday 17th July – Year 6 Production  
Thursday 17th July – Y3, Y4 and Y5 Theatre Trip Polka Theatre Wimbledon  

 
PTA Diary Dates 
 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Friday 4th July – Year 2 Cake Sale 
Friday 11th July – Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 18th July – Reception Cake Sale 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean Calypso 
Tuesday 22nd July – Mufti Day 

 
School News 

Reception  

In Understanding the World, we are learning all about the life cycle of a butterfly, so we were very excited when our 
caterpillars arrived today! First, we read ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle. Next, we made a big butterfly life 
cycle together as a class in four sorting hoops arranged in a circle using plastic eggs on a leaf, a caterpillar, a chrysalis 
and a butterfly. Then we made our own butterfly life cycle spin wheels. At the end of the day, we learnt the following 
caterpillar song: 
 
Caterpillar crawling round 
Trying not to make a sound.  
Comes a magpie in the sky 
Caterpillar bye bye! 
 
We had great fun playing a catch game to the song in the outside area. Lottie was chosen to be the magpie in her 
nest – a designated corner of the outdoor area – while the rest of us crawled around on the floor as caterpillars. 
Everyone sang the song, and on the words ‘comes a magpie in the sky’, the magpie had to fly out and tag a caterpillar. 
That person then became another magpie and flew back to the next. The next round, the two magpies tagged two 
more caterpillars and so on until everyone had been turned into a magpie! Well done Reception!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Year 5  
 
On Thursday 26th June, Mary Mags and 5 other schools took part in a World Cup Day at St Paul's School in 
Barnes.  We were representing Zambia.  Our first activity was a commodities trading game with a football 
theme.  Then we had some football drills practice.  Next, we learnt the Zambian National Anthem and finally we each 
painted a section of the Zambian flag with added footballs, which was assembled into one large flag. 
After lunch, all schools assembled together and each sang the National Anthem of their country.  Then it was time for 
the football tournament.  Both the boys' and the girls' team came top of their group of 3 and went through to the 
final, both of which were decided by penalty shoot - outs.  The girls won their penalty shoot-out and the boys just lost 
out to St Osmund's. 
 
We all had a great day!  Thanks to St Paul's for hosting us and the year 11 pupils who helped us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and DT – Year 6 

Year 6 have been working on designing and creating protype set designs to depict various scenes from the story Alice 
in Wonderland (which also complements their end of year production, based on the same classic) in art.  We 
incorporated drama, made mood boards and finally worked in groups to create protype set designs.  This STEM and 
art-based project developed students’ ‘design thinking’ skills including understanding relative scale and the process 
professional designers take to bring a story from the page to the stage.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



Art and DT – Year 3 & 5 

On Friday, 20th June, a selected group of Year 3 and Year 5 pupils attended the Primary Engineers Celebration Day, 
bringing along the vehicles they built in class with the support of visiting engineer Martyn and Mrs Black.   
 
Year 3 pupils created non-motorised vehicles, while Year 5 pupils built motorised ones. All vehicles were put through 
a series of tests, including a straight-line run, an incline ramp challenge, and a distance test. Pupils also took part in 
interviews with a panel of engineers, sharing their experiences and design processes. 
 
Well done to all the children who took part and represented the school with exemplary behaviour. A special 
congratulations to Alice and Gabriel (who was absent on the Celebration Day) in Year 3, who won the Apprentice 
Level Award!   
 
A warm thank you to Martyn Wheatley for sharing his expertise with the children and volunteering in lessons to help 
make this project a great success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 and 6  
 
Year 6 enjoyed their first taste of secondary school when Science teacher Ms Hansford from Latymer Upper School 
came to teach a Biology lesson building on our prior learning of evolution and adaptation. She showed us (with the 
help of skittles) how some characteristics can be favourable to survival and therefore passed on, whilst unfavourable 
characteristics.  Year 5 then enjoyed the same lesson as a taster of their learning to come in Year 6! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Year 6 
 
The stage is up and rehearsals are well underway for the KS2 production. The cast are learning their lines and looking 
at home on the stage.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Update from Hassan 

Some of our Year 1 girls took part in a Football festival playing 4 matches. In every game they played with intelligence 
and intensity and scored 20 goals in those 4 matches with 7 different goal scorers! This shows the versatility and 
team spirit to support each other. We will have a strong team in the future, I'm so proud of them!! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Food Bank 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
Sun Safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wimbledon Tennis Menu  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We recognise that this is a challenging time for many families and that your financial circumstances may change suddenly.  
 
To help support all our families, we are working with a local charity to provide weekly groceries for families in need. If you 
would like to receive, weekly groceries starting in September please email: admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk 
  
All information will be handled in the strictest confidence. 
 

 
It is important that parents, staff and pupils work together to ensure that we can 
all enjoy the sun safely over the summer months.   
 
Your support is very important. You can help by: 
 

• Talking to your child about the importance of sun protection at home. 

• Sending your child into school with a named school sunhat. Children who 
do not have a sun hat on very sunny days will be asked to stay in the 
shade. 

• Applying a high factor sun cream (at least SPF 15) to your child before 
sending them to school.  However, if your child needs to reapply and is 
able to do so themselves they can bring in clearly labelled sun cream to 
reapply themselves at the beginning of lunchtime. 

• Ensuring your child brings a large named water bottle to school and 
encourage them to drink plenty of water – we will remind them too! 

  

Caterlink will be offering a special tennis-themed menu for 
lunch on Wednesday 2nd July to celebrate the start of 
Wimbledon!  
 
The main course will include a choice of either a BBQ 
Chicken burger, or BBQ Quorn burger, with a side of potato 
wedges or a loaded jacket potato.  
 
The children will also have a multiple choice of fun inspired 
sides, including Champions coleslaw, Centre Court carrots, 
and Backhand broccoli. For dessert, they will be served 
with Aces Strawberries and freshly whipped cream.  
 

 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


PTA News 
 
The Mortlake Summer Fair  
 
Thank you all for your donations, volunteering, and support leading up to the fair. We couldn't have done it without 
the help of our entire school community. 
 
The weather looks fantastic for tomorrow, so we hope to see everyone there for a day of fun in the sun! Please feel 
free to invite your family, friends, and neighbours to join us. 
 
Thanks for your ongoing support. 
 

 
Final thought …… 

 

"Have fun at the Fair"  

 

 

 


