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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

20" June 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

The Year 4s visited Holly Lodge on Wednesday where they learnt all about animals and their habitats. They
investigated the animals living in ponds, constructed suitable homes for different animals and explored insects living
under logs. The year 4s had a wonderful day outdoors.

All other classes enjoyed an author talk at the Barnes Literature Festival this week (year 4 had already been to
Twickenham for their talk earlier in the term as they had their prearranged visit to Holly Lodge this week).

Earlier this week, Year 3 attended an amazing workshop in school and had a fascinating expedition to South America!
This was led by the amazing Freshwater Theatre Company. Guided by our Earth Explorer, Grace, Year 3 delved deep
into South America. After flying there, courtesy of Freshwater Airlines, they discovered some fascinating facts about
the different South American countries. We learnt about the different flags for each country and the different
languages that each country speaks. Finally, they looked at the culture of five South American countries - Chile,
Ecuador, Argentina, Brazil and Colombia - and with the help of some prompts and drama each group made a
presentation to the rest of the class about their country.

We also remember Year 3 this weekend as they complete their First Holy Communion at St Mary Magdalen’s Church.
Some children have already completed their First Holy Communion in their local parishes. Well done to everyone!

Have a good weekend.

Mr Martin Brannigan
Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

The Whole School for being excellent ambassadors for the school at the Barnes Children’s Literature Festival

School Diary Dates

Tuesday 24" June — Y1 Workshop

Wednesday 25" June — Y2, Y5 Y6 NSPCC Workshops
Thursday 26" June — Y5 St Paul’s World Cup
Thursday 26" June — Y4 & Y6 Swimming Lessons
Thursday 26" June — Y1 Girls’ Football

Tuesday 1% July — Year 5 Royal Society Summer Exhibition Schools’ Day (selected students)
Thursday 3™ July - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 4™ July — RMT Music Concert 2.15pm

Friday 4™ July — Y4 Museum of Richmond

Monday 7*" July — Meet the Teacher Morning



w/c Monday 7% July — Y6 Workshop Bikeability

Tuesday 8™ July — Parents’ Open Day Reception 2026-27

Thursday 10*" July — Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons

Thursday 10™" July — Stay and Play Reception 2025-26

Friday 11" July — Y1 & Y2 Trip Rose Theatre

Wednesday 16 July — Year 6 Production

Thursday 17t July — Year 6 Production

Thursday 17" July — Y3, Y4 and Y5 Theatre Trip Polka Theatre Wimbledon

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 27" June — Mufti Day

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
Friday 4" July — Year 2 Cake Sale
Friday 11" July — Year 1 Cake Sale
Friday 18™ July — Reception Cake Sale
Saturday 19" July — Caribbean Calypso
Tuesday 22" July — Mufti Day

School News

Reception

On Monday afternoon, Hattie's mum came in to help us harvest the vegetables we have been growing in our
Reception garden. We were amazed to see the tiny potatoes growing in the soil and we used our hands to find as
many as we could. We spotted two varieties! Next, we harvested the lettuce and radishes. We managed to find three
baby carrots too! Finally, we took our time to cut the long stems and made a big pile for Hattie's mum to take to the
compost heap. We enjoyed eating our washed vegetables with our lunch on Tuesday. Some of us tried radishes for
the first time and were quite surprised by the peppery taste. Most of us tried the fresh lettuce and boiled potatoes.
What a great experience for the children to see how food is grown - from garden to table!

Great work Reception! A big thank you to Hattie's mum for coming in and working on this exciting project with the
children. Thank you!
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Barnes Literature Festival

This week all of our children visited the Barnes Literature Festival. It was a wonderful opportunity to nurture our
pupils love of literature. The children listened to authors read their work, played games, drew illustrations and learnt
about why and how people write books. | am sure that it will have inspired many of our own talented writers. A huge
thank you to all the parents who helped on these trips and well done to the children who were very well behaved in
hot conditions.

Reception- Y1 and Y2 listened to a talk from Caryl Hart in a fun-filled prehistoric adventure to Meet the Dinosaurs!
The children met all the friendly (and not so friendly!) dinosaurs from the huge Brontosaurus and amazing Diplodocus
to the speedy Velociraptor. Talk to the scary T-Rex. After the talk, the children had a picnic and time to play in the
playground. They all displayed impeccable behaviour and we were proud of all of them. A big thanks to all the
parents who helped us on this trip.

PETER LANTOS
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Year 5 were incredibly privileged to attend a talk by Holocaust survivor,
Professor Peter Lantos, where they heard all about his early life and his
experiences as a young Jewish boy in Hungary during WWII. Professor Lantos
talked about his experiences of being transported to the Belsen-Bergen
concentration camp with his parents and his life after the war.

Our children asked some very thoughtful and mature questions at the end,
learning how important it is to hear first-hand testimonies from Holocaust
survivors. We all agreed that this was a very special experience for all of us.

Year 6 enjoyed a 'relatable, and interesting' talk with ' cool guy' and poet Matt Goodfellow. He told us that all our
thoughts mattered and that poetry is a great way to get your feelings and emotions day. We have been looking at his
books The Final Year and The First Year which look at transitioning into and leaving Year 6. We enjoyed him
performing some of poetry to us, reciting them quickly 'like a rapper'. He was kind enough to sign the class copies of
our books. We have written some poems in his style, reflecting on our final year in primary school and we wrote
some letters of thanks to him for his talk.




Year 3 South America Workshop by the Freshwater Theatre Company on Wednesday 18" June

Led by Freshwater’s Earth Explorer, Grace, Y3 went on an expedition to the continent of South America. We learnt
how to say hello in Spanish and Portuguese and about the different flags of South American countries. Focusing on
five South American countries - Chile, Ecuador, Argentina, Brazil and Colombia - we also learnt a lot of amazing facts
about these countries which, in our groups, we made into a presentation to the rest of the class.

Year 4

On Wednesday, the Year 4s visited Holly Lodge, an outdoor education centre in Richmond. They learnt all about
animals and their habitats and took part in educational, fun-filled activities. They investigated the different animals
living in ponds, constructed suitable shelters for various animals and explored life under a log! The Year 4s had a
wonderful day!




Art and DT

This half term Year 1 have been learning textiles in DT. They
designed, cut and sewed cushions using a running stitch.

They enjoyed the project and were proud of their creations!

Special Mention from Hassan

On Wednesday, St Mary’s University celebrated its athletic legacy as part
of its 175" Anniversary commemorations. Children from local primary
schools opened the event. To qualify for this event, you had to be one of
the top runners in the Borough and Filip Kozlowski (Year 6) qualified to
represent St Mary Magdalen’s School.

Filip competed in the 600m finishing 4th out of 12, narrowly missing out
on the top 3 and was one of the 6 sprinters in the 75m. This tops off a
fantastic few years of sport for Filip. He has shown all-round sports
abilities and competitiveness in all sports and shows what can be achieved
with hard work and determination.

Well done Filip.




Sports Day — https://youtube.com/shorts/Tmg0 7IreUs
What an amazing morning we had at Sport Day. We are so proud of all the children, especially More who were the overall
winners. Thank you to all the parents who came to support us, we hope you enjoyed the day as much as we did.



https://youtube.com/shorts/Tmg0_7IreUs










PTA News

The Mortlake Summer Fair is nearly here and it is set to be a fantastic day. So why not join for what is set to be a

fantastic family day out. And don't forget to spread the word.

Thanks for your ongoing support.

Community News and Workshops

Richmond Ars & Ideas Festival 13 — 29 June

**HABITAT HUNTERS WANTED**

An Interactive Nature Trail for Families

Have you got what it takes to find Barnes Common’s hidden

habitats? “Then the animals need you!!” Report for duty at the OSO on
Barnes Bond.

We are delighted to inform you about a wonderful and educational
interactive nature trail for families that we are running for free until 29
June. The families should come to OSO Café, download the app and
interactive map from the QR code, then follow the interactive map to
each point the nature trail. At each point there will be a descriptive and
detailed narrative from the animal itself about the species that live in
that specific part of the common which can be listened to or read out to

the children, then they must answer some important challenges to move

on.

Vacancy

The Anglican Parish of Mortlake with East Sheen is seeking an Administrator to support the clergy and lay leadership.
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HABITAT
HUNTERS

A FREE & INTERACTIVE
NATURE TRAIL FOR FAMILIES

13 - 29 JUNE
MORE INFO AT 0SO CAFE

It is a varied job, with opportunities to meet people and to support the work of the parish in this area. The job

description gives more detail, if you are interested please complete and submit this application form by Friday 4 July.

Gymnastics and Cheerleading

Brentford FC CST - are pleased to announce that we are planning to open a new centre in
September 2025 in the Hounslow area (Osterley) specifically for Gymnastics &

Cheerleading! Please contact

Ellie Morley, Community Development Manager (Gymnastics & Dance)

emorley@brentfordccst.com



https://1drv.ms/w/c/670e9a7c053b891a/ERLjDcVQb9lBueu3TLaDSrUB6e-KWDmCRmmDnUHmAXhb1w?e=JRvJxm
https://1drv.ms/w/c/670e9a7c053b891a/ERLjDcVQb9lBueu3TLaDSrUB6e-KWDmCRmmDnUHmAXhb1w?e=JRvJxm
https://1drv.ms/w/c/670e9a7c053b891a/ER31F4Fp0UlNtnWiKKqR-pcBZy_cmAasTEmiR_cSmMknXA?e=jLoA6o
mailto:emorley@brentfordccst.com

Final thought ......

"Fall seven times, stand up eight."”

- Japanese Proverb.




Body: Exercise/keep active, eat healthily, get enough sleep






