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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

13t June 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Thursday, the children in Key Stage 2 made a pilgrimage to St Osmund’s as part of the Jubilee year celebrations
‘Pilgrims of Hope'. First the children walked to St Mary Magdalen’s Church to receive a blessing from Father Adrian.
We then started our pilgrimage to St Osmund’s stopping briefly at Barnes Pond to meet up with children and staff
from St Osmund’s. Father Ola and Father Adrian welcomed the children and gave us all a blessing. We then
completed the final part of our pilgrimage to St Osmund’s Church where we celebrated Mass, as usual the singing
was amazing! Many thanks to the children and staff of both schools for organising this pilgrimage. Particular thanks
goes to Mrs Wallis-Jiang for her musical expertise and to Mrs Derby for her assistance in organising this pilgrimage.
Thank you also to Father Adrian and Father Ola.

Sports Day was a huge success, well done to More House for winning the trophy this year! More importantly it was
fantastic to see the amazing sporting spirit from all the children, staff and parents. Thanks to Hassan, Jack and the NS
Sport team and all our staff for your hard work.

Have a good weekend.

Mr Martin Brannigan

Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

The Whole School for great performances at Sports Day — Well done!

School Diary Dates

w/c Monday 16" June — Sky Arts’ Week

Monday 16 June — Whole School Photos
Wednesday 18™ June — Reception, Y1, Y2, Y5 and Y6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival
Wednesday 18™ June — Y3 Workshop South America
Wednesday 18™ June — Y4 Trip Holly Lodge

Thursday 19" June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons
Friday 20" June — INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED
Saturday 21" June — Holy Communion

Tuesday 24" June — Y1 Workshop

Wednesday 25" June — Y2, Y5 & Y6 NSPCC Workshops
Thursday 26" June — Y5 St Paul’s World Cup



Tuesday 1% July — Year 5 Royal Society Summer Exhibition Schools’ Day (selected students)
Friday 4" July — Y1 & Y2 Football

Friday 4™ July — RMT Music Concert 2.15pm

Friday 4" July — Y4 Museum of Richmond

w/c Monday 7% July — Y6 Workshop Bikeability

Tuesday 8™ July — Parents’ Open Day Reception 2026-27

Wednesday 9% July — Meet the Teacher Morning

Thursday 10™" July — Stay and Play Reception 2025-26

Friday 11" July — Y1 & Y2 Trip Rose Theatre

Wednesday 16 July — Year 6 Production

Thursday 17t July — Year 6 Production

Thursday 17" July — Y3, Y4 and Y5 Theatre Trip Polka Theatre Wimbledon

PTA Diary Dates

Thursday 19'" June — Mufti Day

Friday 27" June — Mufti Day

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
Friday 4" July — Year 2 Cake Sale
Friday 11" July — Year 1 Cake Sale
Friday 18" July — Reception Cake Sale
Saturday 19% July — Caribbean Calypso
Tuesday 22" July — Mufti Day

School News

Reception

Reception have been growing lots of delicious vegetables outside in our outdoor area. We are very excited to harvest
the radishes, lettuce and potatoes next week with Hattie's mum. Once we have harvested them, our chef Tom will
wash them and we will be able to have these with our lunch time meal on Tuesday. We cannot wait! Thank you again
to Hattie's mum for helping us with this exciting project!




Year 2 — Barnes Common

On Monday 9th June, Year two went to Barnes Common. With full-day guided learning sessions, the children used the
Common as their classroom and discovered the wonders of this amazing space. Year 2 enjoyed taking part in the
different activities. They especially enjoyed calculating the age of trees and using nets to collect different bugs. The
children were very interested to look around them and find things they could hear, see, feel and smell.

Finally, Year 2 had a picnic at Vine road and enjoyed playing in the park. They had a great time and learned a lot of
new things. Thank you to all the parents who accompanied us on the trip.

Year 2 — Fulham Palace

On the 11™°f June 2025, Year 2 enjoyed a trip to Fulham Palace. Year 2 had a Science Plant session. They were
introduced to Fulham Palace and its purpose as the home of the Bishop of London. They then had Gardener training
where they completed three challenges to graduate as Fulham Palace gardeners.

Next, was Outdoor exploration where Year 2 identified different plants in the Palace Garden and visited some of the
garden’s most exotic species. Finally, Year 2 planted their own plants and took them home. After the Workshop, Year
2 had a play in the Natural play area and a tour of the palace. It was a very interactive and stimulating session and
Year 2 had a great time and displayed impeccable behaviour.




Year 5

On Monday 9th June, 5 pupils from Year 5 took part in a Maths
Challenge at St Paul's school. We divided into two teams to complete
a Cross number and do several Maths Relays. The pupils really enjoyed
working together to solve these challenges. With the cross number,
one team received the across clues, whilst the other received the
down clues, sharing information between each other to complete all
the answers.

In the Maths relays, pupils relied on their teammates' answers to
progress. One team were given set A questions and the other half set
B. Apart from the starting question, to be able to work out an answer,
pupils needed the previous answer that the other team had worked
out. This pattern continued - hence the ‘relay’. The challenge was
designed to stretch students to the fullest extent of their abilities and
potentially a little beyond and we were very proud to come joint first -
especially as all the other teams were year 6 pupils or a 5/6 mix!

Well done to all involved and thanks to St Paul's school for hosting us.

Year 6 - Art and DT

On Tuesday, Year 6 enjoyed a full day of art with visiting artist, Jeanette Barnes. They learnt about perspective and
used reference photos of iconic buildings from around the world for their drawings using a variety of media including
charcoal, pens and also made 3D abstract sculptures. Jeanette is renowned for her dynamic large-scale urban
drawings; her latest work can be seen on display in the 2025 Summer Exhibition at the Royal Academy.

This is it... the last half term of the year!

With this week already gone, there is only 5 weeks left! For those of you who
are new to the school, this term is extremely busy, so keep an eye out on all
the events that are going on through the Newsletter.

We try to give you as much notice to these events as possible. Let's enjoy
these last few weeks together especially for our Y6 children who are already
talking about how hard they are going to find it to leave.




National School Attendance Award 2024/25

Our wonderful school has once again been recognised as one of
National School Attendance Award the top 25% of schools in England for our attendance last term.

! 2024/25 Autumn Term
A Thank you to our children and families for your support. This

award belongs to you!

St Mary Magdalen's Catholic Primary School

Top 25% of all FFT Primary Schools in England

Life Support First Aid Training

FREE BASIC LIFE

One of our parents, Dr Olivia Heyland (mum of Arthur Y5 & Digby Y3) is SUPPORT TRAINING
running a free Basic life support course for parents at Glebe Road Surgery ]

Glebe Road Surgen
in Barnes 3™ July at 18.30. Tfm!sdaerd]u[y%ﬂIYSH
There limited spaces but if there is a lot of interest, she will run some more B Lean Smiopn [ How eo Book:
courses in due course. Please email Blstraining.grs@gmail.com to register g recope : ¢ Emall us ac:

your interest.

help arrives

I the session is full, we'll arrange
more in the future.

Receiving School Communications

It has come to our attention that some families may not be receiving our school emails. It is likely that it is being
caught in your spam or junk folder, or your email provider may have blocked it. Please follow these troubleshooting
steps and contact the school office if you are experiencing problems -

e Check Spam/Junk Folders

e Ensure the school has your accurate email address

e Please add the school's email address to their "safe senders list" or "whitelisted" contacts to prevent emails from
being blocked or sent to spam

e If you continue to experiencing issues, you may consider using another address

e Please contact the school office admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk for assistance

Scooters and bikes

Most children are remembering not to ride their bikes and scooters in the school grounds — thank you. However,
some children need reminding. As there are a lot of people trying to get in and out of the gate at drop-off and pick up
times, please remind your child to walk their scooter or bike to the gate. Thank you for your support with this.


mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:Blstraining.grs@gmail.com

Questions to ask your child after school - instead of ‘What did you do today?’

1 7 q ? o Do you ever wish you could be a fly on the wall at your child’s school? As a parent, sending
2 8 ™ - ? your child to school can bring up all sorts of feelings. More than anything, you may be
: s feeling curious: what did they do? How did they behave? How do they act when you are
7 ? not there? And many of you may also have realised that asking your child ‘How was your
2

f! 5
a
2 day?” doesn’t always encourage them to share their experiences.

2
1
How can parents help? Give them some time before asking them lots of questions at pick-up: they may be tired and
will need to reconnect with you first. Try to chat casually and to ask open-ended questions. If they aren’t ready to
answer, just pause and come back to it later: perhaps as you are playing, eating together or during bath time.

Here are a few examples of questions you can ask instead: 1. What was the funniest/silliest thing that happened
today? 2. What games did you play in the playground? 3. Did anyone do anything super nice for you? What was the
kindest thing you did for someone else? 4. How would you rate your day on a scale of 1-10? 5. What is something you
would have liked to do differently today? 6. What made you smile today? 7. Which rule was the hardest to follow? 8.
Did you make a new friend today? What's their name? What do you like about them? 9. Is there anything you would
like help with? 10. If you were a teacher/head of the school, what would your class/school be like?

PTA News

Thank you!

Thank you so much to everyone who brought in items for the hampers, we received some amazing items. Very
exciting!! Thank you also for all the brochure cover entries there were so many lovely ones to choose from. The
winning entry was from Layla Te Brake in Year 1 and you will all be able to see it when the brochures arrive at school
next week. Please sign up here if you are able to help deliver the brochures there are some roads still free.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xiEpgCjucTSDjad32uN I7NIWvtlgxcbODziNwWN8mPY/edit?gid=0#gid=0

We also awarded runner up prizes to Grace Fox and Emily Ogura as it was so difficult to choose this year. Thanks
again to all who entered.

Caribbean Calypso
Tickets are now available on Scopay. Join us for a fun-filled day of dancing, and get your tropical shirts ready!

Vacancy

The PTA is seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The primary responsibilities will include arranging
payments, managing bank accounts, organising cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are interested or
would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com

Thursday 19*" June — Mufti Day

Friday 27" June — Mufti Day

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
Friday 4™ July — Year 2 Cake Sale
Friday 11" July — Year 1 Cake Sale
Friday 18" July — Reception Cake Sale
Saturday 19 July — Caribbean Calypso
Tuesday 22™ July — Mufti Day


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xiEpqCjucTSDjad32uN_I7NlWvtIgxcb0DziNwN8mPY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com

Community News and Workshops

Cycle into summer and celebrate bike week on this free, fun and family-friendly ride (15 June)

To celebrate national bike week, the London Cycling Festival are inviting residents of all ages to cycle into summer
and boost their confidence on two wheels!

The charity's next FREE fun and family- friendly group bike ride will be coming to Fishponds Park in Surbiton on the
morning of Sunday 15 June (10.45am start). The easy-paced 6.5 mile ride will take in cycle-friendly routes along the
river and back via Berrylands for a fun and healthy morning out.

What’s more, they’ve arranged 20 free bike hires for anyone without a bicycle, plus Berrylands Police will be on hand
doing free bike security marking and Full Cycle Community Bike Project will be on hand to help with some Dr Bike-
style TLC. Full information and free sign up here.

Fairer access with a concession Richmond card

Benefits of this card include:
e Save on swimming and gym sessions
e Free general swim sessions for children
e 40% discount on junior coached activities

Fairer access with a concession Richmond card flyer here.

Suicidal Thoughts in Young People - Papyrus

It is not uncommon for young people to experience emotional distress or turbulence. However, any talk of
hopelessness, self-harm, or suicide should never be dismissed or minimised. Suicidal thoughts are a clear indication
that a child is struggling and needs support.

Recognising the signs can be difficult. Changes in behaviour, withdrawal from others, or increased risk-taking may
signal deeper concerns. It’s vital to create a safe, non-judgemental space where pupils feel able to talk. These
conversations can be uncomfortable, but they can also be life-saving.

Papyrus, a national charity dedicated to preventing suicide in young people, offers practical

advice on how to take these concerns seriously and respond appropriately.
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/the-importance-of-taking-suicidal-thoughts-in-young-people-seriously/



https://lcc.org.uk/events/kingston-family-friendly-summer-bike-ride-2025/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16e6tMjbReS1R4fEEQDBBiD-0mKvhp6p3/view?usp=sharing
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/the-importance-of-taking-suicidal-thoughts-in-young-people-seriously/

Final thought ......

Putting yourself first isn’t about being selfish.
It’s about learning to find ways
to empower and strengthen yourself,
physically and emotionally,

so, you can be there for everyone who needs you,

including yourself.




