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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

6t" June 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back, | hope you all had a good half term.

Earlier in the week, Year 3 went to the London Transport Museum they were amazed to see how people use to travel
around London. The children got to sit in buses that had been pulled by horses, and used simulators to see what it
was like to drive an underground train. They had the opportunity to make their own bus tickets and saw images of
how they dug holes in the ground, lowered the underground trains in, and then covered the hole back up

again! Apparently, the best bit was the ‘Coding the Capital Workshop’ where the children got to code the
underground network, with the help of the staff. Well done Year 3 sounds like an amazing trip!

Year 6 have enjoyed their Geography Fieldwork Trip to Bushy Park today. The morning was spent learning
orienteering skills to help us navigate unfamiliar routes. The children also did site surveys and noise pollution

readings as well as studying the impact of humans on woodland habitats.

Mary Magdalen’s have won the Borough Small Schools Athletics Competition for the second year in a row! Well done
to all those children who competed and their coach for training them.

Thank you to Fr Adrian who visited Rome recently and has given a prayer card to each member of staff and child for
the Jubilee Year of Hope. These cards have been blessed by Pope Leo XIV.

Have a good weekend.
Mr Martin Brannigan

Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Israel — for excellent mathematical explanations and use of mathematical language to explain his answers
Year 1 —Isabelle — for being a great role model with an excellent attitude to learning.

Year 2 — Olivia — for showing positivity and unwavering perseverance in all her work

Year 2 — Matteo — for showing determination, enthusiasm and commitment in all lessons

Year 3 — Whole Class — for demonstrating great listening and attention skills during our recent Barnes Common Trip
Year 3 — Whole Class — for impeccable behaviour at the London Transport Museum

Year 4 — Benicio — For working very hard this week and for completing tasks

Year 5 — Hailie — for accurate work during the Maths assessments this week

Year 6 - Magda Wood - for her hard work in English. She shows excellent creativity and has worked hard to combine
descriptive phrases with scientific vocabulary



School Diary Dates

w/c Monday 9™ June — Y1 National Phonics Screening Check

Monday 9" June — Y2 Trip Barnes Common

Monday 9" June — Y4 Trip Richmond Museum

Monday 9t June — Colet Club Maths Challenge at St Pauls (selected students)
Tuesday 10'" June — Y6 Art Workshop

Wednesday 11% June — Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace

Wednesday 11™ June — Y5 Art Workshop Turner Exhibition

Wednesday 11% June — Y4 & Y5 Football

Thursday 12% June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Thursday 12' June 12.30 PM - KS2 Pilgrimage Walk to St Osmund’s church for Mass together with St Osmund’s
Friday 13" June — School Sports Day — School closes at 12 noon

w/c Monday 16" June — Sky Arts’ Week

Monday 16" June — Whole School Photos

Wednesday 18" June — Reception, Y1-Y2, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival
Wednesday 18" June — Y3 Workshop South America

Wednesday 18" June — Y4 Trip Holly Lodge

Thursday 19*" June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 20" June — INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED

Saturday 215 June — Holy Communion

Tuesday 24" June — Y1 Workshop

Tuesday 10" June — Y1 Girls’ Football (selected students)
Wednesday 25" June — Y2, Y5 Y6 NSPCC Workshops

Wednesday 25™ June — Y3 HFL Maths Challenge (selected students)
Thursday 26" June — Y5 St Paul’s World Cup

Thursday 26™ June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Tuesday 1% July — Year 5 Royal Society Summer Exhibition Schools’ Day (selected students)
Thursday 3™ July - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 4™ July — RMT Music Concert 2.15pm

w/c Monday 7™ July — Y6 Workshop Bikeability

Tuesday 8™ July — Parents’ Open Day Reception 2026-27
Wednesday 9'" July — Meet the Teacher Morning

Thursday 10™ July - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Thursday 10*" July — Stay and Play Reception 2025-26

Friday 11" July — Y1 & Y2 Trip Rose Theatre

Wednesday 16™ July — Year 6 Production 4.30pm

Thursday 16" July — Year 6 Production 4.30pm

Thursday 16" July — Y3 & Y5 Theatre Trip Polka Theatre Wimbledon

PTA Diary Dates

Wednesday 11*" June — Mufti Day — moved from Thursday 12 due to KS2’s Jubilee Pilgrimage walk to St Osmund’s in
SMART correct uniform (year 4)/SMART correct PE kit (years 3, 5 and 6 due to AM PE lessons)

Thursday 19*" June — Mufti Day

Friday 27" June — Mufti Day

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair

Friday 4™ July — Year 2 Cake Sale

Friday 11" July — Year 1 Cake Sale

Friday 18™ July — Reception Cake Sale

Saturday 19% July — Caribbean Calypso

Tuesday 22" July — Mufti Day



School News

Year 3

On Tuesday Y3 visited The London Transport Museum to have a look around and take part in their Coding the Capital
Workshop. We learnt how London was the first place in the world to have an underground network, and how engineers
integrate new technology into this historic system. We learnt how to use coding on the underground, coding trains for
our own capital city. We also got to meet STEM Ambassadors and had the opportunity to ask questions and work

alongside engineers and professionals. It really helped improve our problem-solving and communication skills to work
on a real-life problem.

Year 5 - Habitats and Heritage workshop - Burton - Exploring without Boundaries.

Year 5 have taken part in two pilot with Habitats and Heritage - the charity that cares for the natural and historic
environment and climate in south and west London. Using the spectacular, local mausoleum of the famous Victorian
explorers, Sir Richard Francis Burton and his wife, Lady Isabel Burton, in St Mary Magdalen church's

graveyard, Habitats and Heritage offer free workshops and lessons for Secondary and Primary school students. This is
a brilliant way to get students engaging with a stunning piece of local history on their doorstep and using it to explore
a host of intriguing themes including Victorian Exploration and Islam and the Haji.

In our first workshop we learnt about Victorian Explorers and then went to observe the memorial in the churchyard
ourselves. In our second workshop, we constructed our own memorials with symbols relevant to us.

https://habitatsandheritage.org.uk/bewb-education/
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https://habitatsandheritage.org.uk/bewb-education/

Year 6

Year 6 have enjoyed their Geography Fieldwork Trip to Bushy Park today. The morning was spent learning
orienteering skills to help us navigate unfamiliar routes.

In the afternoon, we investigated the impact of humans on woodland habitats. We collected data through site
observations, litter counts, noise pollutions reading and plant surveys.




Sports Update

On Wednesday 4th June, 8 children from Years 5&6 competed
in the Borough Sports Athletics at St Mary's University. Filip,
Emilia, Rose, Finlay, Elena, Ava, JP and Arthur ran, jumped and
threw to collect valuable team points. After a busy day of
competition, St Mary Magdalen’s were announced as Winners
of the small schools competition, retaining their title from last
year.

For his performance in the 600m, Filip has been invited to a
special event at St Mary's to celebrate their 175th anniversary.
He will be in great company with the top school athletes in the
borough as well as past, present and future Olympians. Thank
you to our parents for their support

Jubilee Year - Pilgrims of Hope

On 12th June, all of KS2 will take part in a Jubilee Walk and Mass at St Osmund's
church in Barnes. We will leave school shortly after 12.30 after an early lunch
and walk to meet the children and staff in KS2 St Osmund's school at 1.15. We
will then walk onto St Osmund's church for a Mass starting at 2pm.

Parents are very welcome to accompany us on the walk or join us at St Osmund’s
church for the Mass. Parents who have accompanied us can then take their
children home from St Osmund's church and we will return to school with those
children who need to be collected from school or have after school clubs. We
hope you will be able to join us for this important event during the Jubilee Year.

Fr Ola will be hosting a celebration in the garden at St Osmund’s church after the
Mass and Mary Mags parents are welcome to join with their children (please
bring a small contribution to the event, such as some biscuits.)

Sports Day

Next Friday will be our annual sports day on the brewery field. You should drop your child at school as usual and we
aim to start the evens at 9.30 am. We aim to finish at 12pm and then children can go home for the afternoon. Any
children who have not been collected by 12.15pm will return to school where they should be collected. If you need
childcare in the afternoon NS Sport is providing its after school care club which you can book onto as usual.



Receiving School Communications

It has come to our attention that some families may not be receiving our school emails. It is likely that it is being
caught in your spam or junk folder, or your email provider may have blocked it. Please follow these troubleshooting
steps and contact the school office if you are experiencing problems -

e Check Spam/Junk Folders

e Ensure the school has your accurate email address

e Please add the school's email address to their "safe senders list" or "whitelisted" contacts to prevent emails from
being blocked or sent to spam

e If you continue to experiencing issues, you may consider using another address

e Please contact the school office admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk for assistance

Mobile Phones

While we would prefer parents not to use their mobile phones while at school, we recognise that many parents see
their phones as essential means of communication at all times. We therefore ask that parents/carers usage of mobile
phones, whilst on the school site is courteous and appropriate to the school environment.

Mobile phone use is not permitted when parents or carers are waiting in the school office as this is a working
environment.

We would really appreciate it if parents and carers would refrain from using facetime or any form of video calling
whilst on site as this is a safeguarding issue potentially for other members of our school community.

Sun Safety

It is important that parents, staff and pupils work together to ensure that we can all enjoy the sun safely over the
summer months. Your child’s health and wellbeing are very important to us and Sun Safety is something that we take
seriously at St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Primary School.

Your support is very important. You can help by:

e Talking to your child about the importance of sun protection at

home.
e Sending your child into school with a named school sunhat. o' s u N A

Children who do not have a sun hat on very sunny days will be

asked to stay in the shade. SA F E TY
e Applying a high factor sun cream (SPF 50) to your child before %y

sending them to school.

e Ensuring your child brings a large named water bottle to school
and encourage them to drink plenty of water — we will remind them too!


mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

PTA
Thank you to everyone who brought in bottles today for the bottle tombola; it's much appreciated.

Summer Fair 2025 Thank you for all the generous donations of bottles for the Tombola today! It was a fabulous haul
and the Tombola promises to be very busy this year.

Next weeks mufti collection is for your class hampers! Which class will have the best hamper??! Can’t wait to see.

Thanks for everyone’s support for the fair. The class rotas will soon be coming round via your reps. Please do sign up
for a slot for each of your children so we can make the fair as fun and fantastic as possible for all our children and
visitors.

The Great Mary Mags Caribbean Calypso Tickets for this event are now on sale
either on ScoPay, at this SumUp link https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QHCOGP4M or in
the playground at selected times!
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Don't miss out of the most fun and colourful event of the school year on
Saturday 19th July. With food and drinks, fun and live music for all the family -

we're bringing the sunshine vibes to SW14! ’
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TICKETS (INCLUDE FOOD)
ADULTS £15 CHILDREN £10

Richmond Parent Carer Forum

Online Workshop, Tuesday 10" June 10.30am-12.30pm - Access to activities for children and young people with
Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). Join us to find out more about what support is available to help
your child access evening, weekend and holiday activities. The session will be led by AfC Inclusion Development
Officers Caroline and Alys and will cover:

e Activities especially for children and young people with SEND
e How children and young people with SEND can be supported to access activities with mainstream providers

You can find out more about the Inclusion Development Team here

Book your place here: Online Workshop - Access to Activities for Children and Young People with SEND
Survey

Coffee Morning 10am-11.30am, Wednesday 11% June - The Park Hotel, 19 Park Rd Teddington, TW11 OAB (Flyer
attached)

Come along and meet the pre and post diagnostic team, find out more about their workshops and events and have
your say on future topics and venues.

Refreshments will be provided and there is free parking on site. All parent carers are welcome.

To let us know if you plan to come along please complete the booking form here: Richmond PCF Coffee Morning -
Wednesday 11th June Survey

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at information@richmondpcf.org.uk



AfC%20Info%20website%20-%20Kingston%20and%20Richmond%20::%20Local%20Offer%20/%20Information%20and%20advice%20/%20Short%20Breaks%20/%20The%20role%20of%20the%20Inclusion%20Development%20Officers
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPCFActivitiesWorkshop
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPCFActivitiesWorkshop
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPCF11thJune
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPCF11thJune
mailto:information@richmondpcf.org.uk
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QHCOGP4M

Kingston and Richmond - Parenting advice and courses

Achieving for Children runs various parenting courses at different times of the year. Dates and details or courses being

offered will be on these pages:

e Courses if your child is under 5 years
e Courses if your child is primary age
e Courses if your child is 11+

e Courses if your child has special educational needs or a disability (SEND)

e Separation and divorce
e Self help parenting advice

The Barnes Children’s Literature Festival

The UK's largest children's book festival returns on Saturday 21
and Sunday 22 June, bringing over 100 author and illustrator
events, workshops, performances, and free activities to the
beautiful Barnes Pond.

This year's festival features a rich programme of live
storytelling, creative workshops, and interactive performances
that bring books and characters to life. Children can enjoy
hands-on illustration and writing sessions, and take part in
educational talks and debates that encourage curiosity and
critical thinking.

The festival also includes free outdoor activities and pop-up
events, creating a lively, welcoming environment around
Barnes Pond. Find out more about Barnes Children's
Literature Festival.
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Barnes Community Association BCA & OSO Outdoor Stage, Friday 6 and Saturday 7 June

BCA and 0SO’s Outdoor Stage festival takes place this Friday 6 and Saturday 7 June, and the Saturday evening show
featuring the fabulous FABBAGIRLS is nearly sold out but there are still tickets left for Slide Oasis and Cat’s Country

Band. Rain or shine, you're guaranteed to have a great time! Buy Tickets

THE THEATRE ON
BARNES POND
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https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses/courses-if-your-child-is-under-5-years
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses/support-if-your-child-is-primary-age
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses/courses-if-your-child-is-11
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/parenting-courses
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses/separtion-and-divorce
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses/self-help-parenting-advice
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=684162090a5f6a3bc93ab8a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnes-ca.org%2Fbca-events%2Fbarnespondsummerfestival%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D683ed00334b9d62100b4bd7d%26ss_email_id%3D684162090a5f6a3bc93ab8a1%26ss_campaign_name%3DBCA%25E2%2580%2599s%2BProspect%2BPlus%2B-%2BJune%2B2025%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-06-05T09%253A23%253A43Z&w=5c6d7d2411f78431095cd0c6&c=b_683ed00334b9d62100b4bd7d&l=en-US&s=kji07yPICRZ6oWBNocvJE2BM2ZQ%3D
https://www.barneskidslitfest.org/
https://www.barneskidslitfest.org/

Final thought ......

Cover your BACES

BODY: Exercise/keep active, eat healthily, get enough
sleep, plan rest times.

ACHIEVE: Celebrate your achievements, give
yourself praise, notice the positives, set yourself
realistic goals, and acknowledge the small things.

CONNECT: Get involved with your community,
connect through hobbies/activities, find time for
family and friends, do nice things for others.

ENJOY: Find time for things you enjoy! Feeling stuck?
What did you enjoy as a child? Give those things a
try!

Find time for relaxation, mindfulness, a bit of
stretching. Pause and take a breath.



