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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, the Year 4s had two exciting trips. On Monday, they visited Fulham Palace to learn more about the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings, bringing their history topic to life. Then on Tuesday, they travelled to Twickenham Stadium for
the Barnes Literature Festival, where they had the chance to listen to the author Sufiya Ahmed speak about her books
and writing journey. The children had a fantastic time on both trips and represented the school brilliantly.

The KS2 School Choir has enjoyed a wonderful year of music-making, performing at a range of events and growing in
confidence and skill. During the winter term, the choir brought festive cheer to our community, singing at the School
Christmas Fair, the St Mary Magdalen’s Church Christmas Fair, and our School Carol Concert. In the spring, some Year
5 pupils and the Year 6 choir took part in the Barnes Music Festival. Across three engaging workshops, the children
explored key historical themes, including the Great Fire of London and the life of Samuel Pepys, while also learning
songs from the musical Oliver!. A highlight of the project was the composition of their own original piece, Coronation
Song, which they performed with great pride. On 2nd April, members of our Junior Choir took part in the Richmond
Singing Festival at the Rose Theatre, Kingston. In preparation, the children participated in a singing workshop held in
our school hall, where they rehearsed with great energy and focus. The event brought together schools from across
the borough to celebrate the theme A Wonderful World, and our choir represented the school with pride in a joyful
and memorable performance. We look forward to their final performance of the year at the Summer Fair—an
opportunity to celebrate all they have achieved through music this year. To celebrate all these achievements, a
special Headteacher’s Tea Party was organised to say thank you for all their fantastic work so far this year.

Thanks to the PTA for funding a whole day of Science workshops yesterday, one for each class.
| hope that everyone has an amazing half term.

Many thanks,

Mr Martin Brannigan

Headteacher

School Diary Dates

Monday 2" June — Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop

Tuesday 3June — Y3 Trip London Transport Museum

Wednesday 4™ June — Borough Sports (selected students)

Thursday 5™ June — Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 6% June — Y6 Trip Bushy Park

Monday 9*" June — Y2 Trip Barnes Common

Monday 9*" June — Y4 Trip Richmond Museum 10-11.30am

Monday 9*" June — Colet Club Maths Challenge at St Pauls (selected students)
Tuesday 10" June — Y6 Art Workshop

Tuesday 10" June — Y1 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected students) TBC



School Diary Dates - Continued

Wednesday 11 June — Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace

Wednesday 11 June — Y5 Art Workshop Turner Exhibition

Thursday 12" June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Thursday 12" June PM — KS2 Pilgrimage Walk to St Osmund’s church for Mass together with St Osmund’s
Friday 13" June — School Sports Day - children closes at 12 noon

w/c Monday 16" June — Sky Arts’ Week

Monday 16 June — Whole School Photos

Wednesday 18™ June — Reception, Y1-Y2, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival
Wednesday 18™ June — Y3 Workshop South America

Wednesday 18" June — Y4 Trip Holly Lodge

Thursday 19" June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 20" June — INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED

Saturday 21%" June — Holy Communion

Wednesday 25" — Y2, Y5 Y6 NSPCC Workshop

Wednesday 25" — Y3 HFL Maths Challenge (selected students)

Thursday 26 — Y5 St Paul’s World Cup

Thursday 26" - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Tuesday 1% July — Year 5 Royal Society Summer Exhibition Schools’ Day (selected students)
w/c Monday 7% July — Y6 Workshop Bikeability

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 6 June — Mufti Day

Thursday 12" June — Mufti Day
Thursday 19*" June — Mufti Day

Friday 27" June — Mufti Day

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
Friday 4" July — Year 2 Cake Sale
Friday 11% July — Year 1 Cake Sale
Friday 18™ July — Reception Cake Sale
Saturday 19' July — Caribbean Calypso
Tuesday 22" July — Mufti Day

School News

Jubilee Year - Pilgrims of Hope

On 12th June, all of KS2 will take part in a Jubilee Walk and Mass at St Osmund's church in Barnes. We will
leave school after an early lunch and walk to meet the children and staff in KS2 St Osmund's school at 1.15.
We will then walk onto St Osmund's church for a Mass starting at 2pm. Parents are very welcome to
accompany us on the walk or join us at St Osmund’s church for the Mass. Parents who have accompanied
us can then take their children home from St Osmund's church and we will return to school with those
children who need to be collected from school or have after school clubs. We hope you will be able to join
us for this important event during the Jubilee Year.



Science workshops funded by PTA fundraising

On Wednesday, the whole school were very lucky to each have class science workshops from Hands on Science,
which was funded by the PTA. Reception and KS1 had lots of fun learning about camouflage and got to camouflage
their own butterflies! Year 3 used lots of different materials to explore light and Year 4 used different water
temperatures to explore the cycle. Year 5 had to use their engineering skills to construct their own rollercoasters
and Year 6 enjoyed learning about the circulatory system by dissecting hearts! All classes thoroughly enjoyed their
workshops and learned a lot from them. A big thank you to the PTA for funding this experience

Year 3

On Monday Y3 went on our final visit of the year to Barnes
Common to see how the landscape had changed since we
first visited back in January. Now e

verything is alive and the common is full of vibrancy and
excitement as plants flourish and animals and insects are
keeping themselves very busy.

Firstly, we became pollination detectives as we filled in tally
charts for how many different colours of flowers we could
find and how many different pollinators we could see. It was
amazing that there was so much! Then we spent some time
dissecting flowers, noting the stamen, pistil, petals, sepals
and stem. It really helped that we had just finished our
Plants topic in Science. We also got to collect some bugs,
shaking the trees until they fell out onto our sheets. Paddy,
our leader, identified them for us and told us some
fascinating facts about them.




Year 4

This week, the Year 4s had two exciting trips. On Monday, they visited Fulham Palace to learn more about the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings, bringing our history topic to life. Then on Tuesday, they travelled to the Twickenham Allianz
Stadium for the Barnes Literature Festival, where they had the chance to listen to the author Sufiya Ahmed speak
about her books and writing journey. The children had a fantastic time on both trips and represented the school
brilliantly.




Year 6

Year 6 have enjoyed a relaxing week enjoying the wider curriculum. We have attended a heart dissecting
workshop, auditioned for the end of year production and our leavers hoodies have arrived.

KS2 Choir Tea Party




PTA News

Thank you to everyone who donated toys and unwanted gifts for the Wheel of Fortune today!

Our next mufti day will be on Friday, June 6th. In exchange for participating, we ask for donations for the bottle
tombola.

We hope you all have a wonderful half-term break!

Best regards,
St. Mary Magdalen's Catholic Primary School PTA

Community News and Workshops

Richmond Fire Safety

As part of their Summer Station Plan, Richmond Fire Safety are hoping to educate the community on the
increased risks that the Borough has in this summer season. With the summer holidays approaching they
are hoping to be able to communicate Water Safety information and Extreme Weather guidance. Water
Safety Guidance is aiming at making smart choices in enjoying yourself safely in water and the Extreme
Weather guidance regarding the safe use of our borough's green spaces.

For more information and guidance please follow link to their website — https://www.london-
fire.gov.uk/community/

Richmond Dyslexia Association

Richmond Dyslexia Association
The Richmond Dyslexia Association (RDA) is a voluntary
organisation which aims to promote awareness of dyslexia
and literacy difficulties in Richmond Upon Thames,

Do you have a child with dyslexia?

Do you think your child might be dyslexic?

Kingston and surrounding areas to advise parents and Come and join l?cal Pargms for support and advice
. . at our coliee morning
teachers on the advice and support available. of
4" July from 9 to 11am.
They organise talks, workshops and coffee mornings in the (
local area, see our events page for more details. @

We meet informally, no need to book.
Upstairs at Pret A Manger.

37 Lower George St, Richmond TW9 THU



https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/community/
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/community/
https://viola-flounder-d3sf.squarespace.com/new-events

The Vaughan Centre for Young Musicians (VCYM)

VCYM runs at Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School from 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm on Monday evenings during term time with
around 60 boys from all across London attending to learn instruments, singing, ensembles and music theory.

They are looking to recruit new boys who will be in Years 4, 5 or 6 in September 2025. Parents of the boys can apply
to join by clicking on this link:

https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/cvms/vcym-applications-2025-26

Rosslyn Park Summer Term Girls Rugby

Rosslyn Park Rugby will be running 6 weeks of rugby for girls aged 8-18 from the 8th June - 13th July. The sessions will
run on a Sunday 10:00 - 11:00 at Rosslyn Park and are completely free to attend!

Many of you will know that last season was the first time in history that Rosslyn Park has had a girls youth section.
Moving forward we are keen to build and grow further by creating more opportunities for girls in the area to access
rugby - these summer term sessions are part of the provision and we have more exciting opportunities lined up for
the summer holidays!

Please share the attached flyer and link with your parents/guardians and students!

https://buytickets.at/rosslynparkcommunity/1680773



https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/cvms/vcym-applications-2025-26
https://buytickets.at/rosslynparkcommunity/1680773

Final thought ......

Remember that summer means
happy times, the great outdoors,
lasting memories and
ice cream!

-



