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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

16t May 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the end of another busy week in school.

Well done to all our Year 6 pupils who have applied themselves so well to their SATs tests this week. You have all
worked extremely hard to get the best result possible you should be very proud of yourselves — | certainly am. A big
thank you to Miss Gallagher and all the staff involved for preparing the children so well.

Today, Year 5 participated in a hands on, whole-day art workshop to enrich their understanding of JIMW Turner who
they are studying this term in art. They practised a range of techniques shown by visiting artists and will be using their

artwork to create an art exhibition.

Well done to all those children who took part in the Lego League Festival this week and especially the Treasure
Hunters for winning the children’s choice award.

Have a fantastic weekend.

Best wishes,
Mr Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Connie-Rose — for a great effort this week in phonics.

Year 1 — Xander — for excellent effort in English and phonics this week.

Year 2 — Eliza — for consistent hard work and excellent behaviour.

Year 3 — Loye — for settling into our class so beautifully.

Year 4 — Nawal — for excellent work this week, particularly in History.

Year 5 — Grace Fox — for excellent focus and great contributions in class.

Year 6 — The Whole Class — for their mature attitude and hard work in their SATs this week.

School Diary Dates

Monday 19" May — Reception Class Hearing tests

Monday 19" May — Reception, Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk
Monday 19" May — Y4 Trip Fulham Palace

Tuesday 20" May — Y4 Barnes Children Literature Festival

Tuesday 20" May — Junior Choir Tea Party

Wednesday 21 May — Whole School Hands on Science Workshop
Thursday 22" May - Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons

Friday 23" May — INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED



School Diary Dates - Continued

Monday 2" June — Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop

Tuesday 3™June — Y3 Trip London Transport Museum

Wednesday 4" June — Borough Sports (selected students)

Thursday 5% June — Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 6 June — Y6 Trip Bushy Park

Monday 9" June — Y2 Trip Barnes Common

Monday 9" June — Y4 Trip Richmond Museum 10-11.30am

Monday 9" June — Colet Club Maths Challenge at St Pauls (selected students) TBC
Tuesday 10" June — Y6 Art Workshop

Tuesday 10" June — Y1 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected students) TBC
Wednesday 11% June — Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace

Wednesday 11™ June — Y5 Art Workshop Turner Exhibition

Thursday 12% June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Thursday 12" June PM — KS2 Pilgrimage Walk to St Osmund’s church for Mass together with St Osmund’s
Friday 13" June — School Sports Day - children closes at 12 noon

Monday 16 June — Sky Arts’s Week

Monday 16 June — Whole School Photos TBC

Wednesday 18" June — Y1-Y2, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival
Wednesday 18" June — Y3 Workshop South America

Wednesday 18™ June — Y4 Trip Holly Lodge

Thursday 19*" June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

Friday 20" June — INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED

Saturday 215 June — Holy Communion

Wednesday 25™ — Y2, Y5 Y6 NSPCC Workshop

Wednesday 25™ — Y3 HFL Maths Challenge

Thursday 26" — Y5 St Paul’s World Cup (selected students)

Thursday 26™- Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons

w/c Monday 7™ July — Y6 Workshop Bikeability

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 16" May — Year 4 Cake Sale
Thursday 22" May — Year 3 Cake Sale
Thursday 22" May — Mufti Day
Friday 6" June — Mufti Day

Thursday 12% June — Mufti Day
Thursday 19" June — Mufti Day
Friday 27" June — Mufti Day
Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
Friday 4™ July — Year 2 Cake Sale
Friday 11" July — Year 1 Cake Sale
Friday 18" July — Reception Cake Sale
Saturday 19 July — Caribbean Calypso
Tuesday 22™ July — Mufti Day

School News

Reception

Reception had a fantastic time visiting Pensford Field. We learnt how to be safe whilst exploring the environment,
such as being mindful of beehives, not touching stinging nettles, putting animals back where we find them if picking
them up and pond safety. The children then explored the field and played a game of hide and seek, listening to the
response call ‘1,2,3 we’re over here’ and using this to find their friends.



They had great fun pond dipping, identifying different minibeasts such as water boatman, leeches, newts and
tadpoles, exploring the mud kitchen, digging in the mud and identifying minibeasts by lifting logs and using
magnifying glasses.

We discussed the signs of spring and followed this up with a spring themed activity. The children created their own
flag by collecting a range of colourful flowers, putting them under a cloth and pressing down on this with a stone to
release the colour. They then found a stick to attach the flag to. We had some beautiful designs!

The children then learnt how to start a fire using the fire pit and had lots of fun toasting marshmallows to make
smores. They had to be very careful near the fire pit, keeping a safe distance and kneeling on one knee to keep a
good balance. Thank you to all of the parent helpers who accompanied us on our trip!




Year 2

On Friday 9th May 2025, Year 2 went on a local walk
around Mortlake. We have been learning all about
mapping and identifying features in our local
environment. The children conducted fieldwork to
help them learn more about their local area. The Year
2 children observed and recorded what they found
and had great fun trying to follow the route on a map
and hunting for different features.

The children enjoyed a stop at Mortlake train station
and found out that it is 179 years old, not forgetting a
visit to the library where they chose some books to
read in the classroom. Back in the classroom, children
used the knowledge they had gained to draw a map
of their local area. Year 2 children displayed
impeccable behaviour and had a great time.

Thank you to all the parents who accompanied us on
our trip.

Year 5 - J.M.W. Turner workshops

Year 5 are learning all about the famous artist J.M.W Turner and are working on a three-part project organised by
Turner’s House Learning Officer, Rita Piglionica as part of the Turner in Twickenham Exhibition Project. The class
went on an exciting trip to Turner’s House learning all about his art and got the opportunity to use watercolours to
create a colour palette of his famous artworks. Today, the class welcomed visiting artists, Tahira Mandarino and
Stuart Simler, who taught the children techniques including atmospheric drawings using tonal values of light and dark
with soft pastels in a whole-day workshop at the school. The final stage will be when the class creates their own
exhibition showcasing their artwork.




Lego League Festival at St Paul's School

Since the end of January, 12 pupils from years 4-6 have been attending a weekly Lego League club in school, run by
boys from Year 12 at St Paul's School for their voluntary service at local primary schools. Two teams each designed
an underwater world in Lego, programmed their Lego and designed a poster explaining their Lego world.

On Tuesday 13th May, St Mary Magdalen's joined other local schools in the Lego Summer Explore Festival at St Paul’s
where the children presented all they had learned over the sessions from the building to their coding to the St Paul's
judges. As well as the St Paul's judging committee, the teams of children from all the schools had their own vote for
the "children's choice" award which we are proud to say was won by one of our teams - the Treasure Hunters.

Congratulations to all involved and many thanks to the boys at St Paul's for helping us with our projects each Friday
afternoon!

School Uniform Reminder

It is important that all children wear the correct school uniform every day. Please ensure children wear appropriate
footwear in line with our school uniform policy. All children are expected to wear black school shoes (no trainers and
no fashion boots). P.E. kit can be worn to school on P.E. days ONLY and that these days should involve children
wearing correct P.E. Kit. Our uniform policy is available on the website.

Lost Property

Lost property is stored in a box near the entrance of the Reception classroom. Children and parents are welcome to
search for lost items at the beginning and the end of the day. Items not collected or named, will be bagged ready to
be donated to charity or recycled. Please help this weekend by naming all clothing - particularly coats, jumpers,
cardigans, and hats, as well as water bottles and lunch boxes.



Message from NS Sport

NS Sport is an OFSTED registered children’s camp, providing an extensive range of sports and activities for children
to enjoy.

Their programmes are led by a dedicated and highly qualified team whose purpose it is to ensure that your child has
and enjoyable and safe time in their care.

To book visit their website www.nssport.co.uk or info@nssport.co.uk
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To book your child's place please
visit our website

ONLY STANDARD DAY

PTA News

Thank you so much for all the wonderful brochure entries! Mr Brannigan will be choosing a winner next week :)

Summer Fair Mufti Days are kicking off next week Thursday, in exchange for unwanted gifts and toys for the wheel of
fortune.

Community News and Workshops

The Vaughan Centre for Young Musicians (VCYM)

VCYM runs at Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School from 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm on Monday evenings during term time with
around 60 boys from all across London attending to learn instruments, singing, ensembles and music theory.

They are looking to recruit new boys who will be in Years 4, 5 or 6 in September 2025. Parents of the boys can apply
to join by clicking on this link:

https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/cvms/vcym-applications-2025-26
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Rosslyn Park Summer Term Girls Rugby

Rosslyn Park Rugby will be running 6 weeks of rugby for girls aged 8-18 from the 8th June - 13th July. The sessions will
run on a Sunday 10:00 - 11:00 at Rosslyn Park and are completely free to attend!

Many of you will know that last season was the first time in history that Rosslyn Park has had a girls youth section.
Moving forward we are keen to build and grow further by creating more opportunities for girls in the area to access
rugby - these summer term sessions are part of the provision and we have more exciting opportunities lined up for
the summer holidays!

Please share the attached flyer and link with your parents/guardians and students!

https://buytickets.at/rosslynparkcommunity/1680773

Home Start Richmond, Kingstone and Hounslow

Home-Start RKH is a local charity that provides a vital lifeline for families with children under five in the boroughs of
Richmond, Kingston, and Hounslow. Their work is made possible by the dedication of parent volunteers who offer
essential support in the homes of parents who may be struggling. Volunteers help families with under 5s manage a
variety of challenges and support their children in their home.

Last year, they assisted 286 families and 476 children. Many of these families were referred by health visitors and
other professionals. Their trained volunteers help families facing difficulties such as mental health challenges, family
breakdown, domestic abuse, bereavement, and disability, circumstances that can deeply affect children’s well-being.
Since our founding in 1995, we’ve supported over 3,000 families. You can find out more about our services on our
website at www.homestart-rkh.org.uk.

How you can help:
They are currently recruiting parents, grandparents, and carers to become volunteer visitors to families in need.

Volunteer with Home-Start RKH

Local charity Home-Start Richmond, Kingston and Hounslow are offering a free training course to become a home-
visiting volunteer, supporting families with under-fives facing challenges such as post-natal illness, bereavement, or
disability.

Whether you’re looking to give back, meet new people, or extend your professional and personal skills, this role
offers a rewarding and fulfilling opportunity for those who want to make a real difference in the lives of local families.
All volunteers complete a free training course which equips them with the skills and information they need to be a
Home Visiting Volunteer. The next free 6-week course runs on Thursdays from 9:45 am to 2:30 pm, starting 25th
September and ending 6th November, at Vestry House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond.

For more information, contact Erin at erin@homestart-rkh.org.uk or call 07884 536161.
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Richmond Park

The Friends of Richmond Park Discoverers are organising a FREE drop-in event for
ARL families in Richmond Park over half-term, on Tuesday 27th May. We invite the children
to come and enjoy the beans new naturalistic playground, join a tree trail to learn to
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RICHMOND PARK identify trees in the vicinity of the playground and also make a bird-coloured friendship

bracelet.

May Half-Term Event — FREE
Tuesday 27th May,
Drop in 10am-12:30pm

Brand new & fun PETERSHAM PLAYGROUND
(Nearest car park is Pembroke Lodge,
then a steep walk down to the playground.)
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Kew Gardens

Kew Gardens are running a Community Open Week ‘Celebrating trees’ from 14 to 18th May. Please check their
website for more information - https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/community-open-week



https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/community-open-week

Final thought ......

“Education is the most
powerful weapon
we can use to
change the world”

Nelson Mandela




