
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
9th May 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The month of May is dedicated to honouring the Blessed Virgin Mary. This period, known as May Devotion, is 
observed in all Catholic Churches worldwide. The Church encourages us to devote special time and attention during 
May to reflect on Mary's life. 
 
On Thursday, May 8th, we commemorated VE Day at school with an event organised by the PTA that recreated the 
atmosphere of 1945 as the war ended in Europe. The live music, street party, and food were enjoyed by everyone. 
Additionally, there was a Victoria sponge competition in the style of a bake-off, and all the cakes were exceptional. 
This celebration was a wonderful way to rejoice and remember the eighty years since the Victory in Europe. We 
extend our sincere thanks to all the PTA members and volunteers who made this event possible. 
 
Congratulations to Year 5 for confidently leading the whole school Mass this week. Reception thoroughly enjoyed 
their visit to Pensford Field in Kew, and Year 3 had a brilliant time at Richmond Theatre watching ‘Awful Egyptians’. 
 
Next week is SATs Week, and we extend our best wishes to all our Year 6 students. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Brannigan 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – For great improvement in her attitudes to learning. For sharing her ideas and contributing to class 
discussions.  
Year 1 – Alfie – for working hard to improve his confidence at school and for being so brave.  
Year 2 – Raina – for always showing exceptional dedication, motivation and kindness.  
Year 3 – The Whole Class – for showing outstanding maturity and common sense whilst on our visit to Richmond 
Theatre.  
Year 4 – Cristiano – for his incredible positivity everyday towards his learning.  
Year 5 – The Whole Class – for confidently leading the Whole School Mass for the summer term. 
Year 6 – Louis – for showing a mature approach to our revision sessions this week.  
 
School Diary Dates 
 
Monday 12th May – KS2 SATS Week  
Tuesday 13th May – Lego League Festival at St Paul’s School (selected students) 
Thursday 15th May – Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 16th May – Y5 Turner Workshop  
 



 
 

School Diary Dates - Continued 
 
Monday 19th May – Reception Class Hearing tests  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
Tuesday 20th May – Y4 Barnes Children Literature Festival  
Wednesday 21st May – Whole School Hands on Science Workshop 
Thursday 22nd May - Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 23rd May – INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd June – Y3 Trip London Transport Museum  
Wednesday 4th June – Borough Sports  
Thursday 5th June – Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Bushy Park 
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Monday 9th June – Y4 Trip Richmond Museum 10-11.30am 
Monday 9th June – Colet Club Maths Challenge at St Pauls (selected students) TBC 
Tuesday 10th June – Y6 Art Workshop 
Tuesday 10th June – Y1 Girls’ Football (selected students) TBC  
 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Wednesday 11th June – Y5 Art Workshop Turner Exhibition 
Thursday 12th June - Y5 & Y6 Swimming Lessons 
Thursday 12th June PM – KS2 Pilgrimage Walk to St Osmund’s church for Mass together with St Osmund’s 
Friday 13th June – School Sports Day - children closes at 12 noon 
Wednesday 18th June – Y1-Y2, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival 
Wednesday 18th June – Y3 Workshop South America  
Wednesday 18th June – Y4 Trip Holly Lodge  
w/c Monday 7th July – Y6 Workshop Bikeability  
 

PTA Diary Dates 
 
Friday 16th May – Year 4 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Year 3 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Mufti Day 
Friday 6th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 13th June – Mufti Day 
Thursday 19th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 27th June – Mufti Day 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Friday 4th July – Year 2 Cake Sale 
Friday 11th July – Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 18th July – Reception Cake Sale 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
Tuesday 22nd July – Mufti Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
School News 
 
Year 2 
 
On Friday 2nd May 2025, Year 2 visited Holly Lodge Richmond for a Plant Session. The children had an introduction in 
the main classroom which set the scene for the session. Year 2 children were then divided into three groups to do 
different activities and moved outside to explore the trees and plants on the nature trail and in the kitchen garden. 
The first activity was learning about pollen/seeds and how important they are and how they are transported around 
through bees or other animals getting them trapped in their fur. 
  
The second activity was learning about different trees and leaves. They went on a nature walk where they identified 
different leaves and then after that had a discussion, they gathered materials and made a labelled model of a tree 
using sticks and leaves they found around the forest. 
  
The third and final activity was learning about what different seeds look like, and the children then got a chance to 
plant their own basil which they were able to take home. After they finished that, Year 2 had a quick walk around the 
vegetable patch, looking at all the different herbs and vegetables planted there. 

 
Year 2 children displayed impeccable behaviour and had a great time learning all about Plants. Thank you to all the 
parents who accompanied us on our trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Year 3 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today Y3 were so excited to visit Richmond Theatre to watch the stage performance of Awful Egyptians by the 
Horrible Histories team.   
 
From the fascinating Pharaohs to the power of the pyramids, we discovered the foul facts of death and decay with 
the meanest mummies in Egypt!  We rumbled with Ramesses the Great and dared to enter through the Gates of 
the afterlife!   
 
We had such an amazing time. 
 

 

Whilst Year 6 have been working hard to prepare for their SATs next 
week, it has been important to remember all of the things these tests 
don't measure.  
 
The class have shared the positive qualities they like about each other: 
funny, a good friend, kind, supportive, artistic, happy, fun to name a few.  
 

 



 
 
 

Sports Update by Hassan 
 
Some Reception and Year 1 boys played some football fixtures at Rocks Lane. Considering our lack of experience in 
playing football for teams outside school, the boys played really well. I hope this will encourage the boys to play more 
regularly so we can build a strong team for the future.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Year 6 SATS  
 
All of next week, our wonderful children in Year 6 will be showing their brilliance in the end of Key Stage 2 
assessments, known as the SATs.  They will be taking papers in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar, Reading and 
Maths. We commend them for their diligent work in their revision but know they have been ably prepared by the 
Year 6 teaching team to meet these challenges head on and do themselves proud. Good Luck Year 6!  
 
A reminder to parents to make sure the children arrive at school on time and to get to bed early during the week.  
 

Communion 
 
As the Holy Communion season has arrived, we would like to wish all our children making their Holy Communion over 
the next few weeks all the best. It is such a blessed time with family and friends celebrating your child’s union with 
God.  
 
 

Lasting Friendships  
 
This week we received a very special email from past pupil Kevin Saunders who along with his brothers Allan and 
Martin and sisters Gillian and Carole were pupils at St Mary Magdalen’s in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s! His mother 
also worked at the school, being one of the lunch time support staff and he even met his wife Brenda (Spencer) at St 
Mary Magdalen’s who herself was a student at the time.  
 
“My first year at St Mary Mags was spent in one of the old school classrooms with Miss Scriven. I remember being 
taught in the church hall while the new classrooms were being built. Other teachers I fondly recall are Miss Patterson, 
Miss Toback, Mr Wilson, Mr Dawes and, of course, Miss Murtagh. Mr Pugh was headmaster at first, followed by Mr 
McGregor.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Brenda and I did not know one another while at the school though we are both in the school photo which was taken in 
late 1959. Brenda is seated in the front row, 11th from the right, and I am 2 rows behind, 15th from the right. So close, 
yet it took us until January 1969 to meet one another at Our Lady Queen of Peace Youth Club. 
 
After leaving Wimbledon College, I trained to be a teacher at St Mary’s College, Strawberry Hill, and was very 
fortunate to have my teaching practice at St Mary Mags, in the 1971/72 school year, attached to Mrs Power.  
 
We married in 1974 and moved to Auckland, New Zealand. I have spent my teaching career in Catholic schools and, at 
the ripe old age of 74, am still teaching Religious Education. Our Catholic faith is still very important to us and we can 
trace this back to the wonderful upbringing we had from our families and St Mary Mags.” 
 

 
 
 

PTA News 
 
Vacancies 
 
Treasurer – we are seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The primary responsibilities will include 
arranging payments, managing bank accounts, organising cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator – we are looking for someone to manage our social media accounts. We have both 
Facebook and Instagram. If you are interested, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://smmptacontact@gmail.com./
http://smmptacontact@gmail.com./


 
 
Community News and Workshops 
 
Barnes Community Association  
 
The aim of the BCA is to bring local residents together to support the social life of the village and to keep its character 
and amenities. Without members, there would be no BCA, and the more members we have, the more influence we 
have. Members also receive our monthly digital newsletter, Prospect Plus, full of BCA news, stories about Barnes and 
publicity for events happening in Barnes. For information on membership and their events click the link -
https://www.barnes-ca.org/events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WIs, click here to find out more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Something for the Weekend 
 

D O W N LOA D  T R A I L  M A P  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Following the success of the Christmas Market, Barnes Community 
Association are excited to bring you a spring market, in collaboration 
with Barnes Collectables Market, at Holy Trinity Church on Castelnau.  
 
Join us for a curated market featuring antique sellers, vintage finds, 
and a selection of unique goods. Enjoy refreshments in the courtyard 
as you browse through a variety of stalls.  
 
Date: Saturday 10 May 
Time: 10am - 3pm 
Location: Holy Trinity Church, 162 Castelnau, Barnes SW13 9ET 
 

 

Barnes Trail is a 2.3-mile walk circular local walk. It has been 
funded by the Mayor of London's Outer London Fund and has 
been designed to show off the best of the area as a tourist 
destination. A great walk lined with popular trees in places and 
with views of herons, cormorants, a variety of ducks and geese – 
and it passes some lovely pubs too! 
 
Along the way there are nine 'oars' providing interesting facts. 
Landmarks en route include; The Olympic Cinema, where the likes 
of The Rolling Stones and the Beatles have recorded albums; St 
Mary's Church, which is one of the oldest buildings in the area, 
dating back to the 12th century, and a picturesque duck pond at 
Barnes Green. Back at the start of the route, there is a 3-mile 
extension taking you alongside the London Wetland Centre, and 

along the river to Hammersmith Bridge. 

You can pick up a copy of theTrail map from Rose House, or 
download it below. https://www.barnes-ca.org/barnes-trail  
 
 

https://www.barnes-ca.org/events
https://www.thewi.org.uk/join-us/become-a-member/virtual-wis
https://www.barnes-ca.org/s/Barnes-trail-map.pdf
https://www.barnes-ca.org/barnes-trail


 
 

 
 

Richmond Park      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kew Gardens  
 
Kew Gardens are running a Community Open Week ‘Celebrating trees’ from 14 to 18th May. Please check their 
website for more information - https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/community-open-week  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

May Half-Term Event – FREE 
Tuesday 27th May, 
Drop in 10am-12:30pm 
 
Brand new & fun PETERSHAM PLAYGROUND 
(Nearest car park is Pembroke Lodge, 
then a steep walk down to the playground.) 
 

 

 

The Friends of Richmond Park Discoverers are organising a FREE drop-in event for 
families in Richmond Park over half-term, on Tuesday 27th May. We invite the children 
to come and enjoy the beans new naturalistic playground, join a tree trail to learn to 
identify trees in the vicinity of the playground and also make a bird-coloured friendship 
bracelet. 

 

https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/community-open-week


 
 

Final thought …… 
 

“Peace be with you all” 

 
 
 

  

 


