
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
2nd May 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week, we were treated to a delightful assembly by our Reception children. Their poise and confidence were truly 
heart-warming. It's astonishing to witness the remarkable progress these children have achieved in such a short 
period of time at our school. The children sang ‘A tiny seed is sleeping’ with such enthusiasm, showcasing the 
wonderful journey they are on at St Mary Magdalen’s. A big well done to all the children in Reception and a heartfelt 
thank you to Ms Tootill and the staff who prepared them so beautifully. 
 
We also commend Year 2 for their excursion to Richmond Park on Friday. The children participated in many activities 
at Holly Lodge finding out lots of information about plants. 
 
Enjoy the sunshine while it lasts! 
Have a fantastic Bank Holiday Weekend! 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Brannigan 
 
 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Whole Class – For leading a fantastic first school assembly. For knowing all their lines and for showing 
great enthusiasm.  
Year 1 – Sophia – for being a fantastic role model to the other children, and for trying her best in everything she does.  
Year 2 – Isabela – for always showing positivity and eagerness in her learning.  
Year 3 – Whole Class – for showing outstanding reverence, confidence and teamwork leading the Y3 Class Mass.  
Year 4 – Isaac – for always smiling, even when things get tricky.  
Year 5 – Freddie – for exemplary behaviour on the school trip this week and for showing great interest and focus 
during the painting workshop.  
Year 6 – Chloe – for excellent effort in English writing this week by using varied vocabulary and a range of 
punctuation. 
 
School Diary Dates 
 
Wednesday 7th May – whole school Mass for the start of the summer term led by Year 5 
Wednesday 7th Mar – Reception & Y1 Football at Rocks Lane (selected students) 
Wednesday 7th May – Y5 Workshop Richard Burton 
Thursday 8th May – Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 9th May – Y2 Local Area Walk   
Friday 9th May – Year 3 Richmond Theatre 
Friday 9th May Reception Trip Pensford Field Kew  
 
 
 



 
School Diary Dates… Continued 
 
 
Monday 12th May – KS2 SATS Week  
Tuesday 13th May – Lego League Festival at St Paul’s School – 3.3-5.15pm (selected students) 
Thursday 15th May – Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 16th May – Y5 Turner Workshop  
Monday 19th May – Reception Class Hearing tests  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
Tuesday 20th May – Y4 Barnes Children Literature Festival  
Wednesday 21st May – Whole School Hands on Science Workshop 
Thursday 22nd May - Y4 & Y5 Swimming Lessons 
Friday 23rd May – INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd June – Y3 Trip London Transport Museum  
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Bushy Park 
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Tuesday 10th June – Y6 Art Workshop 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Thursday 12th June PM – KS2 Pilgrimage Walk to St Osmund’s church for Mass together with St Osmund’s 
Friday 13th June – School Sports Day - children go home at 12 noon 
Wednesday 18th June – Y1-Y2,3, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival 
Wednesday 18th June – Y4 Trip Holly Lodge  
Friday 20th June – Y3 and Y5 Primary Engineers DT Workshop TBC (selected students) 
 
PTA Diary Dates 
 
Friday 2nd May – Y6 Cake Sale 
Thursday 8th May – Mufti Day and VE Day Event 4.30pm-6.30pm 
Friday 9th May – Year 5 Cake Sale 
Friday 16th May – Year 4 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Year 3 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Mufti Day 
Friday 6th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 13th June – Mufti Day 
Thursday 19th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 27th June – Mufti Day 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Friday 4th July – Year 2 Cake Sale 
Friday 11th July – Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 18th July – Reception Cake Sale 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
Tuesday 22nd July – Mufti Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
School News 
 
Year 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 and Year 5 Head to the Pool 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher’s Tea Party 
 
Our Headteacher's Tea Party recipients had a lovely time this week. The main focus for this term was:  
Improvement in wrieng, phonics and maths (Recepeon & Year 1) and Improvement in wrieng and maths (Y2-Y6)                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Thursday Y3 continued their Primary Engineer DT project.  Last week we built our own vehicles and yesterday we were 
testing them on a ramp to see which way round would produce the better speed.  One team's vehicle travelled 
275cm!  Then we decorated them.  We can't wait to see if we can attend the end of project celebration event with other 
participating schools in central London on 20th June.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Summer term sees Year 4 & Year begin their weekly 
swimming lessons at Pools on the Park Richmond. Even 
though there were some nerves, every child gave the 
swimming a really good go and all came out smiling and 
talking excitedly about what they had just experienced. A 
brilliant session for the class! Please can parents remember to 
bring in the swimming kit with the children in the morning.  
 

 



Sun Safety 
 
It is important that parents, staff and pupils work together to ensure that we can all enjoy the sun safely over the 
summer months.  As a school we regularly talk to children about the importance of being safe in the sun during 
lessons and assemblies as appropriate. 
 
Your support is very important. You can help by: 
 

• Talking to your child about the importance of sun protection at home. 
• Sending your child into school with a named school sunhat. Children who do not have a sun hat on very sunny 

days will be asked to stay in the shade. 
• Applying a high factor sun cream (at least SPF 15) to your child before sending them to school.  We 

recommend you use an ‘all day’ variety as staff are unable to reapply sun cream to children during the school 
day. However, if your child needs to reapply and is able to do so themselves they can bring in clearly labelled 
sun cream to reapply themselves at the beginning of lunchtime. 

• Ensuring your child brings a large named water bottle to school and encourage them to drink plenty of water 
– we will remind them too! 

 
 
Club News 
 
We are very lucky to offer a wide range of clubs at St Mary Magdalen’s Primary and hope that your child has the 
chance to enjoy and benefit from these opportunities. Please either contact the club directly via the link or ask the 
School off for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Day Time Year 
Group Contact 

Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 https://knights-
basketball.classforkids.io/term/410 

French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol 

Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-
magdalens-catholic-primary-school/  

Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login 

Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app) 

Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

iRock Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.irockschool.com 

Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025. 

Drama Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club 

Multisport - NS 
Sport Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.nssport.co.uk 

Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk 
Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Funtech/Lego Thursday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login 

Football - NS 
Sport Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Music Makers Friday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk 

 



 
 
Absence Procedures  
 
If your child is unwell: 
The absence of your son or daughter must be reported to us for each day they are unwell, before 9:00am to ensure 
that the registers are accurate. This is done by calling the Student Absence Line: 020 8876 6679 and leaving a 
message or by sending an email to the school office: admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
PTA News 
 
Vacancies 
 
Treasurer – we are seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The primary responsibilities will include 
arranging payments, managing bank accounts, organising cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 
Social Media Coordinator – we are looking for someone to manage our social media accounts. We have both 
Facebook and Instagram. If you are interested, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 
 
VE Day Thursday, 8th May 4.30-6.30pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A fun celebratory event that will take us back to that joyous day when it was announced that war was over! An 
event for parents and children, grandmas and grandads and everyone inbetween! 
 
We will have food, a bar, relevant crafts and games and live music!  
Everyone is encouraged (but it’s not mandatory!) to dress up in 1940’s style clothes or evacuee outfits (there will 
be a mufti day on the same day to run alongside the event) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will also be a bake-off style Victoria sponge 
competition on the day so get those wooden spoons 
ready!! 
 
We hope you will all be as excited about this event as 
we are! 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the below link or in the 
playground at Friday drop off. 
 
£5 adult, £3 children 
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QCUSV24Z 
 

 



Community News and Workshops 
 
Safeguarding for Parents  
 
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the 
school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the  
SPA directly on the number below or the police.  
 
Key contacts:  
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):  
 
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679 
w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Safeguarding Governor: 020 8876 6679 
Claire Grindal  
c.grindal.gov@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Single Point of Access (SPA):  
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000  
 
Local Authority Designated Officer:  
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675  
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk  
 
 
Richmond Parent Carer Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Richmond Parent Carer Forum are hosting a coffee morning on 
Friday 9th May.  They will be joined by Local Authority 
representatives from the Emotional Health Service and Mental 
Health Support Team who work with children that are struggling 
with their mental health.   
  
Parent carers will be able to learn more about these services and 
how to access them.  It will also be an opportunity to connect 
with other parents, get information about how to support 
children’s mental health plus we’ll have lots of resources for 
attendees to take away and try at home.   
  
The booking link is here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPCF9thMay and a flyer is 
attached. 
 

 



 
 
The Woman’s Institute - Inspiring women  
 
The WI is a unique organisation.  Today, they are the largest women’s organisation in the UK and take pride on being 
a trusted place for all women of all generations, to share experiences and learn from each other.  
 
A WI membership offers the opportunity to meet women in your local area in-person and virtually, to make friends 
and make a difference in your community. They campaign nationally on a wide range of issues and provide life-long 
learning and self-development opportunities for women in England and Wales. For more information contact 
https://www.thewi.org.uk/about-us and search for local groups in your area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WIs, click here to find out more. 
 
 
 
Netball in Richmond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Netball Coach UK are launching a new term-time Academy in Richmond, 
as well has a series of holiday camps for May and the summer term. See 
their website for more information.  
 

 



Final thought …… 
 

The best things in life are free.  
Enjoy some family time this weekend.  

 

  
 
 
 
 


