
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
4th April 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, I had the privilege of watching our Junior Choir perform at The Rose Theatre, as part of the 
annual Richmond Singing Festival. The children sang songs such as Wonderful Life and others which were really 
moving. There were hundreds of people in attendance but this didn’t faze our children who sang with such 
confidence. All the children in our choir were absolute stars! Thank to Mrs Jiang and Mrs El Koury for preparing and 
accompanying the children. 
 
Thank you also to Year 6, for preparing a wonderful dramatisation of Holy Week: The Way of the Cross. The service 
brought together drama, music, dance and acting to remember Jesus’ suffering. They worked hard for weeks 
remembering all their lines. Well done Year 6 for delivering such a thoughtful reflection ahead of Easter. 
 
Thanks to the PTA and all the parents for their continued fundraising efforts towards playground improvements. We 
are edging closer to our target each week and I believe we have raised approximately £2000 recently. Thank you 
everyone! 
 
From everyone at the school, have a great Easter break. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Brannigan 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Izabela – for working so hard and for making excellent progress, especially in writing. 
Year 1 – Latoya – for making excellent progress in writing and phonics this week.  
Year 2 – Skye – for consistent hard work, excellent behaviour and for always looking out for others.  
Year 3 – The Whole Class – for amazing behaviour and teamwork during recent our visit to Pizza Express. 
Year 4 – Tilly – for consistently working hard in everything she does, and for always being a kind and considerate 
friend to everyone around her.  
Year 5 – Marcelo – for all your hard work over the last two terms.  
Year 6 –  The Whole Class – for working incredibly hard preparing the Way of the Cross Service.  
 
School Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 22nd April – First day of Summer term 
Thursday 24th April – Y6 TeenTech, Roehampton (10 students) 
Friday 25th April – Y3 Trip Richmond Synagogue 
Monday 28th April – Y6 Maths Master Class, King’s House (selected students) 
Wednesday 30th April – Y5 Trip Turner’s House  
Wednesday 30th April – Y3 Class Mass 9.30am 
 
 



 

 

 

School Diary Dates - continued 

 
 
Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd May – Y2 Trip Holly Lodge  
Friday 9th May – Year 3 Richmond Theatre 
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
 
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd June – Y3 Trip London Transport Museum  
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Bushy Park 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Wednesday 18th June – Y1-Y2,3, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival 
Wednesday 18th June – Y4 Trip Holly Lodge  
 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 2nd May – Y6 Cake Sale 
Friday 9th May – Year 5 Cake Sale 
Friday 16th May – Year 4 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Year 3 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Mufti Day 
 
Friday 6th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 13th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 20th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 27th June – Mufti Day 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
 
Friday 4th July – Year 2 Cake Sale 
Friday 11th July – Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 18th July – Reception Cake Sale 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
Tuesday 22nd July – Mufti Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

School News 
 
Junior Choir Shines at the 2025 Richmond Singing Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SMM KS2 Parent Comments on the 2025 Rose Theatre Choir Concert: 
 
Wonderful World was a joyous festival of music and the kids were amazing! It was fantastic to sit up in the Circle and 
hear the voices rising up from the combined choirs who filled the stage and the stalls. 
I especially loved the final big number ‘Waving Flag’. The SMM choir were on stage and sang their hearts out as they 
waved flags from around the world. 
- Y3 Parent 
 
This is our third year attending the Primary Singing Festival and it pulls on the heart strings every year. It is such a joy 
to hear our children singing with other schools and it is particularly heart-warming to see how proud they are to 
represent St Mary Magdalene’s at this wonderful event. 
- Y6 Parent 
 
 
 
 

On 2nd April, 24 talented children from our Junior Choir 
took to the stage at the Rose Theatre, Kingston, for the 
annual Richmond Singing Festival. This wonderful event 
brings together schools from across the borough to 
celebrate the joy of singing, and this year’s theme, A 
Wonderful World, was truly brought to life by the 
performers. 
 
All the choirs from different schools sang four ‘Big Songs’—
Down to Earth, Fall On Me, I Am A Star, and Wavin’ Flag—
showcasing their hard work, teamwork, and passion for 
music. We also worked with Barnes Primary School and 
Lowther Primary School to perform two beautiful partner 
songs: O (Fly On) and Wonderful Life. 
 
The children dedicated themselves to rehearsals, and their 
efforts were clear in their confident and heartfelt 
performance. Their enthusiasm and musical talent shone 
through, making the school incredibly proud. 
 
A huge well done to all our young singers for their 
outstanding performance, and a big thank you to everyone 
who helped make this event such a success! We would also 
like to extend our gratitude to all the parents for their 
support and for attending the concert—we hope you 
enjoyed this wonderful musical celebration!  
 

 



 
What a wonderful experience for our children to join with others schools across the region to celebrate music in all its 
forms. The RMT concerts are a great way for the children to extend their school choral sessions and have the 
experience of being part of a real show in a real theatre. Under stage lights and all conditions. Building new 
confidence and new friendships. Its lovely to see the SMM children embrace both the repertoire they know, and 
explore new songs and techniques, together with these large shows. Highly recommend for any future SMM students 
to try taking part. Thanks too to Ms Jiang and all involved in the organisation of the event.  
- Y6 Parent 
 
The children were amazing, they sang beautifully and I congratulate them on their patience of waiting to perform 
because they were some of the last to sing. Congratulations to Ms Jiang for her time and dedication to make these 
children shine. Thank you. 
- Y3 Parent  
 
My child did very well, they all did. They looked confident and smiling as they sang. Such a prestige moment for the 
children and parents and a huge hooray for Ms Jiang for all her efforts and dedication. 
- Y6 Parent 
 
I thought the concert was a wonderful example of the strength of our local community. The children were so well 
behaved and such representatives of our school. They sang beautifully and seemed filled with such joy. What a special 
occasion and a really fantastic opportunity for the kids, many of whom had never performed publicly before. Well 
done Ms Jiang! 
- Y3 Parent 
 
It was a joy watching different schools come together and sing different songs together. They were all brilliant. Such a 
great RMT initiative. 
- Y5 Parent 
 
The performance was wonderful! Everyone came together to sing great songs with well-rehearsed actions. All SMM 
students enjoyed being on stage and shared the joy of singing. This collaborative school experience truly fostered 
inclusivity in our community. What a delightful concert! A heartfelt thanks to Ms Jiang, the organisers and the parent 
helpers. The success of this event would not have been possible without you.  
- Y5 Parent 
 
Having never been before, this afternoons Choir concert at the Rose Theatre was an unexpected delight. I thought this 
afternoons performance from our small school was an utter joy. To see the children from our school up there on that 
stage, with children from larger schools, hold their own with pride and confidence was something that made me 
actually quite emotional. Additionally, to see the joy that Ms Jiang had up there and the pride she had in the children 
too was heart warming. There was so much pride in that theatre – children and adults alike. 
- Y3 Parent 
 
I am beyond proud of my child and the entire choir! Watching them perform on stage was such an emotional 
experience. I felt an overwhelming sense of pride. It’s one thing to hear about their practices and efforts and listen to 
them sing at home but, to see it all come to life in that moment was truly moving. The effort and dedication that each 
one of the children put into rehearsing really paid off. The harmony, the energy and the passion in their voices were 
just amazing. As a parent, watching them sing gave me a big sense of pride. They sang with such confidence and as a 
team. It was a memorable evening, one I’ll always cherish and I feel so grateful to the teachers and everyone who 
made this possible. 
- Y3 Parent 
 
The Primary Singing Festival was a truly joyous occasion. From the uplifting opening number to the carnival feel of the 
finale, the St Mary Mags children sang with amazing energy and enthusiasm, and really did the school proud. Their 
time on stage was a real highlight - thanks to their talent, hard work and the dedication of Ms Jiang, they sang 
brilliantly… and brought tears to the eyes of many parents! 
- Y6 Parent 
 



 
 
Headteacher’s Tea Party 

 
The Headteacher’s Tea Party, for the spring term will be held at the beginning of the summer term, after Lent. 
The main focus for this term is: 
Improvement in writing, phonics and maths (Reception & Year 1)  
Improvement in writing and maths (Y2-Y6)                                
The children selected from each class, by their teacher are: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 1 have been very creative this week!  
 
They designed and created their own Bog Babies, inspired 
by the book The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis. They used 
modelling clay to make their Bog Babies and then painted 
them. They also had lots of fun making their own Easter 
cards! 
 

Reception - Lottie & James 
Year 1 - Fergus & Isabelle  
Year 2 - Amber & Mason 
Year 3 - Benjamin & Emily 
Year 4 - Luke B & Amelia 
Year 5 - Alexia & Levi 
Year 6 - Julio & Chloe 

 

 



 
Year 2 
 
On Tuesday 1st April, Year 2 enjoyed a special Easter day.  
 
They learned how to make wooden puppets and made their own Easter puppet, they decorated their own squishy 
egg, made a mosaic cross and built their own Easter Egg Baskets. Finally, they had a blast doing the Easter Egg hunt as 
a team. Not to forget the fun they had doing the egg and spoon race. Mr Brannigan and the parents also joined the 
race. It was a day filled with smiles, happiness and laughter.  
 
Thank you to all the parents who came to help us.  
 
Happy Easter to all! 

 

 
Year 3 
 
On Wednesday Y3 visited Pizza Express in East Sheen.  When we arrived, we got to meet the Restaurant Manager and 
chef.  They ran through some important cooking basics like washing hands and staying safe in the kitchen.  Then the 
pizza chef showed us how to make a famous, Italian classic: the Margherita.  We all got to knead the dough, making it 
lovely and smooth, and created the perfect base. Then we added the toppings - passata (tomato sauce) and 
mozzarella.  And then, the best bit!  Our pizzas came out of the oven and it was time to say goodbye, taking our pizzas 
back to the park where we stopped off to eat them for lunch.  Now we are official pizza Masterchefs! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
Year 4 
 
The year 4s had a wonderful morning on Wednesday, investigating ways to improve the flood resilience of an 
area. They were given a budget of £100,000 and flood resistant solutions and had to create a village that protected 
houses from flooding. The Year 4s participated enthusiastically and created impressive villages. Thank you to the 
Community Bluescapes Learining Programme for hosting this workshop.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6  
 
Today’s Way of the Cross was led beautifully by Year 6, 
superbly directed by Miss Gallagher. The children 
memorised and delivered  their lines with dignity and 
confidence, making for a very spiritual experience as we 
enter our Easter Season. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
Sports Update by Hassan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Uniform - changes 
 
We have been informed by the PTA that red candy STRIPED dresses are not being stocked anymore by retailers such 
as Marks and Spencers and supermarkets.  Going forward, we will include red GINGHAM dresses as well as red 
candy stripped dresses in our uniform.  Please choose whichever is easiest for you to find for your child. 
 
We take great pride in our uniform. After Easter holidays the children can come back to school in their 
summer uniform. Please ensure that all items of clothing and personal property are clearly marked. Remember 
trainers must not be worn with the school uniform. Please check what your child is wearing before they leave the 
house.  
 
All items which are unique to the school are available via SCOPay. These items are shown above in italics. The 
uniform shop is kindly run by our wonderful parent volunteers. 
 

Click the link to view our school uniform policy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well done to our R-2 and Y3-6 Football clubs on a very fun, competitive, and entertaining Tournament we did to 
end the term.  
 
We did a Premier League event this time and congratulations to our winning teams!! I hope we can get more faces 
for our football clubs during the summer term.  
 
If you would like your child to have a space, go on the NSSport website to book or email me:  
Hassandavis-nssport@outlook.com 
 
 

 

file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/28%20Policies/20260306-School-Uniform-Policy%20(4).pdf
mailto:Hassandavis-nssport@outlook.com


 
 

New Lunch Menu 
 
Caterlink have provided their new Spring/Summer menu. The new menu can be found on the school website in the 
Parents section.  
 

 
 
 
 

Message from NS Sport  
 
NS Sport is an OFSTED registered children’s day camp, providing an extensive range of Sports and activities for 
children to enjoy. NS Sport offers children between the ages of 4 and 12 a safe, fun, and friendly holiday camp 
environment. We encourage children to try new things and keep active! 
 
Unfortunately, we are not operating a holiday camp at St Mary Magdalen’s this Easter. In the meantime, the closest 
holiday camps will be at St Osmund’s Catholic School and at St Elizabeth’s School. We are also running HAF/FUEL 
scheme during the week of the 7th for 4 days at both schools.  
 

Moving home 
 
Please let us know if you are moving home, changing address or if your contact details have changed. It is important 
that our details for you are kept up to date. Please email admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


 

Club News 
 
Please note that After School clubs will not be running the first week back after the Easter break. Breakfast Club and 
NS Sport After School Care Club will be running as normal.  
 
We are very lucky to offer a wide range of clubs at St Mary Magdalen’s Primary and hope that your child has the 
chance to enjoy and benefit from these opportunities. Here are a few clubs that still have spaces. Please either 
contact the club directly via the link or ask the School off for more information.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Childminding  
 
Alice Nugent KS1 teaching assistant is available for childcare help over the Easter break and also babysitting. 
alicenugent@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Day Time 
Year 
Group 

Contact 

Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 
https://knights-
basketball.classforkids.io/term/410 

French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol 

Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-
magdalens-catholic-primary-school/  

Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login 

Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app) 

Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

iRock Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.irockschool.com 

Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025.  

Drama Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club 

Multisport - 
NS Sport 

Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.nssport.co.uk 

Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk 

Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Funtech/Lego Thursday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login 

Football - NS 
Sport 

Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Music Makers Friday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk 

 

mailto:alicenugent@hotmail.co.uk
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PTA News 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who attended the Easter Bingo last weekend. It was truly a fun day! A special thank 
you to Father Adrian for drawing the raffle for us. Congratulations to the winners: Felix from Year 4, Milan from Year 
3, Ava from Year 2, and both James and Katya from Reception. 
 
Legoland Tickets 
Please note that all tickets for Legoland will need to be paid by the 30th of April.  
 
Summer Fair Poster Competition  
Brochure cover templates have been sent home in book bags this week. The winner will have their design printed and 
distributed to 5,000 households and will also receive £10 worth of tokens to spend at the fair. Please return all 
entries to the school office by Friday, April 25th. 
 
Movie Night 
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the movie night—we completely sold out! Also, a big thank you to 
everyone who volunteered to help.  

 
 
Community News and Workshops 
 
Safeguarding for Parents  
 
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the 
school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the  
SPA directly on the number below or the police.  
 
Key contacts:  
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):  
 
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679 
w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Safeguarding Governor: 020 8876 6679 
Claire Grindal  
c.grindal.gov@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Single Point of Access (SPA):  
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000  
 
Local Authority Designated Officer:  
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675  
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:c.grindal.gov@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk


 
 

Support for families 
 
Citizens Advice have a wealth of information, food insecurity support, practical advice on claiming benefits. 
Richmond https://www.citizensadvicerichmond.org/ Tel: 080 82 78 78 73 Monday-Friday 10am-4pm 
Kingston https://www.citizensadvicekingston.org.uk/ Tel: 02031 660953 
https://kingstonandrichmondsafeguardingchildrenpartnership.org.uk/early-help.php 
 
BBC Children In Need Emergency Essentials Programme: The programme provides items that meet a child’s most 
basic needs such as a bed to sleep in, a cooker to provide a hot meal and other items or services critical to a child’s 
wellbeing. https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/apply/emergency-essentials/  
 
Also Connected Kingston website and the Richmond council Cost of Living Support Hub and Kingston Council Cost of 
Living Support Hub: https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/cost_of_living_hub  
 
Richmond Winter Warmth Home Service provides support for low income families with children: 
https://www.thinkingworks.co.uk/richmond-winter-warmth   
 
 
Richmond Food Bank  
 
Richmond Food Bank provides families with long life food items such as canned goods, flour, washing powder, 
hygiene and baby products such as nappies. 
 
The food bank operates on a voucher referral system, where referral partners, such as Help Through Hardship (0808 
208 2138) and Citizens Advice Richmond (0808 278 7873), issue guests with e-vouchers to use at their local food 
bank. Each voucher is valid for one food parcel, so guests must receive a new voucher code for each visit. Food 
parcels can be received once a month. 
 
The Vineyard Community Centre, 
The Vineyard, Richmond 
TW10 6AQ 
foodbank@vineyardcommunity.org  
07516 935 655 
See details below for our distribution Centres where vouchers can be redeemed. 
e: foodbank@vineyardcommunity.orgt: 07516 935 655 
https://richmond.foodbank.org.uk/locations/  
 
 

Being a Parent can be hard  
 
Home-Start Richmond, Kingston & Hounslow supports local families with at least one child under 5. They provide 
compassionate, non-judgmental, and confidential support for families navigating the many ups and downs of 
parenthood. Home-Start provides practical and emotional support for parents when they need us most. 
 
Things they can help with: perinatal mental health, disabilities and physical health problems, separation, 
bereavement, loneliness and isolation, multiple births, financial wellbeing, domestic abuse and more. 
 
Contact: info@homestart-rkh.org.uk  
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Become a Home-Start Volunteer 
 
If you’re a parent, grandparent or carer with 2-3 hours to spare each week then we would love to hear from you. We 
are looking for people who can use the knowledge and experience gained from looking after their own families to 
help support others who are struggling. You don’t need qualifications – all you need is a willingness to help, empathy 
enthusiasm, reliability – and a little time. 
We serve a wide range of families and value diversity among our volunteers. We encourage applications from people 
of all backgrounds and with varied life experience. All you need to do is register your interest and we will be in touch. 

 
Half term at the Museum of Richmond 
 
FAMILY WORKSHOP: Splendid Spring Wreaths 
Tuesday 8 to Thursday 10 April, 10am to 12noon 
Step into the beauty of spring and dive into the enchanting world of floral wreaths with your family!  
£6 per child – Adults FREE. Book now: http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond  
 
FAMILY WORKSHOP: Delightful Doily Decorations 
Tuesday 15 to Thursday 17 April, 10am to 12noon 
Get ready for a springtime adventure bursting with creativity and family fun! Transform simple paper doilies into 
stunning spring decorations that will brighten up any space. 
£6 per child – Adults FREE. Book now: http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond  
 
FREE CRAFTS: Excellent Easter Eggs 
From 1pm weekdays and 10am Saturdays 
Creative fun for all ages! Drop in and get crafty! Make Easter Egg decorations this April - FREE, no booking needed, 
just bring your imagination! 
Self-led activity – children must be supervised. 
 
FREE TRAIL: Bouncing Bunnies 
Join Lizzie and Harry on a museum adventure! Solve puzzles and win royal rewards! 
Available all April – pick up a FREE trail at the Museum! 
 
Friends of Richmond Park 
 
Discoverers is the Friends of Richmond Park’s activities programme for families with school age children. 
Events take place twice a month throughout the year and during school holidays. 
All Discoverers events are free. 
Follow the link to read about their events and learn more about what they do https://www.frp.org.uk/discoverers-
events/  
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Final thought …… 

 

 
 

 
 


