
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
25th April 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back, I hope everyone had a good Easter break.  
 
The sad news of the death of Pope Francis has been announced, giving rise to prayers and reflection across our 
Catholic communities. 
 
In his 12 years as our Pope and spiritual father, Pope Francis achieved a great deal. He promoted Gospel values, 
championed education and encouraged us all to do more to support one another, particularly the poor. 
It is fitting that as part of his last blessing on Easter Sunday he said: “I would like all of us to hope anew and to revive 
our trust in others, including those who are different than ourselves, or who come from distant lands…for all of us are 
children of God!” 
 
His teaching and legacy will not be lost, and we will cherish all that he stood for and all that he asked. His compassion, 
kindness and his caring leadership was an inspiration to us all. 
 
At school this week we remembered Pope Francis in our prayers, at assembly and during a period of 
silence. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Brannigan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Arlo – for working very hard this week and for thoughtful contributions to class discussions.   
Year 1 – Alice – for wonderful writing and for working particularly hard this week.  
Year 2 – Anoushka – for showing determination and enthusiasm in everything she does.  
Year 3 – The Whole Class – for showing maturity in their behaviour during the visit to Richmond Synagogue. 
Year 4 – Theia – for showing outstanding effort this week, particularly in English story writing.  
Year 5 – Isobel – for her kind, generous, happy and mature approach to school.  
Year 6 – Max – for always thinking of others and for being supportive of everyone’s involvement in the Easter 
preparation 
 
School Diary Dates 
 
Monday 28th April – Y6 Maths Master Class, King’s House (selected students) 
Wednesday 30th April – Y5 Trip Turner’s House  
Wednesday 30th April – Y3 Class Mass 9.30am 
Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd May – Y2 Trip Holly Lodge  
Tuesday 6th May – Lego Spike Coding Club celebration event at St Paul’s School – 4pm (selected students) 
Wednesday 7th May – whole school Mass for the start of the summer term 
Friday 9th May – Year 3 Richmond Theatre 
Friday 9th May Reception Trip Pensford Field Kew  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd June – Y3 Trip London Transport Museum  
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Tuesday 10th June – Y6 Art Workshop 
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Bushy Park 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Wednesday 18th June – Y1-Y2,3, 5 and 6 Trips to Barnes Children’s Literature Festival 
Wednesday 18th June – Y4 Trip Holly Lodge  
Friday 20th June – Y3 and Y5 Primary Engineers DT Workshop TBC (selected students) 
 

PTA Diary Dates 
 
Friday 2nd May – Y6 Cake Sale 
Thursday 8th May – Mufti Day and VE Day Event 4.30pm-6.30pm 
Friday 9th May – Year 5 Cake Sale 
Friday 16th May – Year 4 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Year 3 Cake Sale 
Thursday 22nd May – Mufti Day 
Friday 6th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 13th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 20th June – Mufti Day 
Friday 27th June – Mufti Day 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Friday 4th July – Year 2 Cake Sale 
Friday 11th July – Year 1 Cake Sale 
Friday 18th July – Reception Cake Sale 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
Tuesday 22nd July – Mufti Day 
 



 

School News 
 
Year 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 
 
On Friday Year 3 were delighted to have the opportunity to visit the Richmond Synagogue.  During the visit we learnt 
about the Sabbath, the Festivals and the Torah.  We were split into three groups and each group rotated around 
three volunteers so that we all got to cover the three topics.  We got to try some challa bread, and at the end of the 
visit we had a drink and a biscuit.  We learnt so much and we are very grateful to our volunteer helpers - Mike, Peter, 
and Fiona - for making our visit so interesting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 1 celebrated Earth Day this week by making posters about how we can look after the Earth. They also 
created their own Earth paintings using cotton buds. 
 
 

 

 

 



 
Year 4 
 
Today, the Year 4s took part in a live lesson based on rainforests.  
 
The live lesson was hosted by the Eden Project, an organisation which encourages people to actively engage with one 
another and the places where they live. The lesson was an interactive telling of their ‘Rainforest Big Lunch’ story and 
required the children to think about why tropical rainforests are important for wildlife and for resources that humans 
use. We then created a book cover for their story, which represented the characters and their personalities.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art and DT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teen TechFestival - On Thursday, selected Year 6 children, who designed and made buildings for the future, (chosen 
by a panel of Mary Mags teachers) participated in a Teen TechFestival at Roehampton University on Thursday 24th 
April. This festival was highly interactive and designed to inspire young teenagers and their teachers about the 
contemporary industries shaping their future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Primary Engineers - Year 3 have been working on an exciting 
vehicles project funded by Primary Engineers.  The project 
introduces important engineering skills including measuring, 
cutting, assembling and testing.  
 
The competition rounds off with a celebration event at the 
end of the programme that invites some pupils to put their 
engineering skills to the test against other participating 
schools. 
 
Please note the date is on our inset day Friday 20th June 
which we know clashes with the Legoland Day arranged by 
the PTA.  If you know your child will be available to attend the 
engineering event, please email admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk 
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The event gave students and teachers the opportunity to try their hand at immersive challenges and experiments, to 
handle cutting edge technology and, most importantly, to spend time with engineers, technologists and scientists 
from a wide range of companies influencing their 21st-century lives. 
 
The three groups were winners in various categories!  Well done to Evie, Emila and Magda for winning the ‘most 
environmentally friendly’ category; Antonio, Alessio and Finlay for winning the ‘best mixed-use building’ category and 
Rose M, Veronica, Morena and Rosa for the ‘best health and well-being space’ category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wow! What a party! 
 
Everybody loves a good party, right? How did you party this Easter weekend? 
 
The Easter Bank Holiday weekend is a time for family, for refreshment and an opportunity to recalibrate and take a 
beat in an otherwise busy world. But this year we had a party at Mary Mag’s – a working party! 
 
Like all good parties we took our time getting ready. Well, if a party is worth going to you want to look, feel and be 
your best and ours was definitely the party to be at! Several parents and Adelino attended a 1 day PASMA course 
held at the school a few weeks before the party. This qualified them to safely assemble, work on and disassemble 
scaffold towers and the qualification lasts for five years. The wider group also completed online learning to qualify 
them to work “at height” and familiarised themselves with numerous HSE guidance documents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
Mary Mag’s” Magnificent Dads” PASMA training 
 
Okay. So, getting ready for a party is not the fun bit. But the party really was! Everyone really enjoyed themselves, 
new friends were made and new skills developed and even better not a single drink was spilled! 
Okay – time to come clean. What on earth am I talking about? Well, some time ago the school was quoted £16,500 to 
rub down and paint the windows in the top of the school hall and rub down and oil the first floor extension on stilts 
over the playground that is cladded with wood and has looked very sad for some time. This is money the school 
simply does not have spare but there was no doubt the work needed to be done. As illustrated by the pictures below, 
which show some of what we found when we were able to make a closer inspection of the fabric of the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additionally, the wooden cladding on the first-floor extension was showing signs of severe weathering. If nothing was 
done, and quickly, the whole lot might soon be in need of replacement at vast expense. 
 
So, a small group of committed dads set to work working from ladders, roof boards and scaffold towers to rub down, 
treat, fill and paint the weathered and damaged woodwork. Also, to rub down the vast expanse that is the wooden 
cladding of the first floor extension and treat it with wood preserver. The team worked incredibly hard and over the 
course of the Easter weekend made these areas of the school weather tight, improving the look of the school. They 
made Bob the Builder look like an amateur! 
 
There is more that needs to be done to finish the job and there are more jobs to do but, like those who organize 
events to raise money, commit to the PTA or serve on the Board of Governors, this team dedicated itself to making 
things better for and within our school. 
 
If you would like to be part of this team going forward we would love you to join us.  
 
There is nothing elitist here, but there is a need to be committed to doing things in a health and safety compliant 
way. As we were working at height there is a legal requirement to be able to rescue a casualty ourselves without 
relying on the fire brigade if someone is unwell or unconscious whilst working at height. We had an emergency 
casualty rescue plan and the equipment to execute it. Yet, most of us are office workers, keyboard warriors who have 
not had this much exercise in a while. We all learnt something, either from one another, from the circumstances or 
both and, while it was hard work, it was also great fun. Please give serious thought to joining the Mary Mags 
Magnificent team! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks go out to: 
 
Adelino Lima 
Jonny Kight 
Vian Vorster 
Marcus Thistleton 
Tim Wadie 
Chris Whitmore 
Chris Wickham 
Barney Miller 
Arnhel de Serra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 
And just to prove we were prepared here is a picture of our emergency rescue kit! 
 

 
 
 
 
Please consider joining our team, (you can message us via the school office 020 8876 6679 or admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk) - it is an opportunity to learn new skills and/or pass your skills on to others. To 
make new friends and to contribute to the success and well-being of our school and the community within it. 
 
Here is what one of the dad’s, Arnhel, had to say: 
 
“It was great to be part of the team pulled together to help over the Easter break. 
It was a lot of fun, even spotted the St. Mary Magdalen’s fox! 
Coffee was not up to “Level Crossing Records” standards of course but nonetheless I really enjoyed the camaraderie 
with the guys.  
It isn’t often that Dads' get together, something broadly speaking women do much better, so it was nice to have the 
banter, share the workload, and meet a few new faces.  
“Beers afterwards at The Hare and Hounds was of course not the major incentive!” 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Glyn Wallis-Jones 
Parent Governor & Chair of Premises Committee 
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Absence Procedures  
 
If your child is unwell: 
The absence of your son or daughter must be reported to us for each day they are unwell, before 9:00am to ensure 
that the registers are accurate. This is done by calling the Student Absence Line: 020 8876 6679 and leaving a 
message or by sending an email to the school office: admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 

School Uniform 
 
We have been informed by the PTA that red candy STRIPED dresses are not being stocked anymore by retailers such 
as Marks and Spencers and supermarkets.  Going forward, we will include red GINGHAM dresses as well as red candy 
stripped dresses in our uniform.  Please choose whichever is easiest for you to find for your child. 
 

Click the link to view our school uniform policy  
 

Club News 
 
We are very lucky to offer a wide range of clubs at St Mary Magdalen’s Primary and hope that your child has the 
chance to enjoy and benefit from these opportunities. Here are a few clubs that still have spaces. Please either 
contact the club directly via the link or ask the School off for more information.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Day Time 
Year 
Group 

Contact 

Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 
https://knights-
basketball.classforkids.io/term/410 

French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol 

Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-
magdalens-catholic-primary-school/  

Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login 

Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app) 

Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

iRock Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.irockschool.com 

Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025.  

Drama Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com 

Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club 

Multisport - 
NS Sport 

Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.nssport.co.uk 

Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk 

Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Funtech/Lego Thursday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login 

Football - NS 
Sport 

Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Music Makers Friday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk 
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PTA News 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Easter Entrepreneur. The deadline is Wednesday, April 30th. All 
money raised will go towards the playground, so your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
Vacancy 
 
The PTA is seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The primary responsibilities will include arranging 
payments, managing bank accounts, organising cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are interested or 
would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com 
 
VE Day Thursday, 8th May 4.30-6.30pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community News and Workshops 
 
Richmond Furniture Scheme 
 
Richmond Furniture Scheme is a local charity that accepts donated used furniture and sells it back to the public at 
very reasonable prices. Local people can refurnish their homes for a fraction of the price charged in shops. People on 
low incomes can buy from us at a discount.  You can help families and young people in Richmond by donating your 
unwanted furniture. We do not charge to collect and we have parking for those who are able to drop off their 
donations. We will always help to load and unload. 

 
Have furniture you no longer need?  We'll collect it for free (https://www.rfsonline.co.uk/supporting-us-
donating-furniture/) 
Need furniture? Whether you’re on a low budget or love a vintage bargain, visit our online shop 
(https://www.rfsonline.co.uk/shop/) or come to our Twickenham warehouse 
(https://www.rfsonline.co.uk/shop-in-person/) 

 

A fun celebratory event that will take us back to that joyous day when it was announced that war was over! An 
event for parents and children, grandmas and grandads and everyone inbetween! 
 
We will have food, a bar, relevant crafts and games and live music!  
 
Everyone is encouraged (but it’s not mandatory!) to dress up in 1940’s style clothes or evacuee outfits (there will 
be a mufti day on the same day to run alongside the event) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will also be a bake-off style Victoria sponge 
competition on the day so get those wooden spoons 
ready!! 
 
We hope you will all be as excited about this event as 
we are! 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the below link or in the 
playground at Friday drop off. 
 

Here’s to the blitz spirit ✌🏻 
 

£5 adult, £3 children 
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QCUSV24Z 
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Richmond Arts and Ideas Festival 2025: Powering Climate Action Through Art 
 
We're delighted to announce the return of the Richmond Arts and Ideas Festival for 2025! At a time when arts 
funding is being cut across the country, Richmond are taking a different path. The festival programme has been 
revealed, offering a glimpse into a summer of creativity, dialogue and connection in response to the climate 
crisis. As part of our Earth Day celebrations, they are very proud to announce a special preview event ahead of 
the festival taking place this Sunday (27 April) at Orleans House Gallery 

 
Safeguarding for Parents  
 
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the 
school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the  
SPA directly on the number below or the police.  
 
Key contacts:  
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):  
 
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679 
w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Safeguarding Governor: 020 8876 6679 
Claire Grindal  
c.grindal.gov@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Single Point of Access (SPA):  
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000  
 
Local Authority Designated Officer:  
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675  
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk  
 
 

Support for families 
 
Citizens Advice have a wealth of information, food insecurity support, practical advice on claiming benefits. 
Richmond https://www.citizensadvicerichmond.org/ Tel: 080 82 78 78 73 Monday-Friday 10am-4pm 
Kingston https://www.citizensadvicekingston.org.uk/ Tel: 02031 660953 
https://kingstonandrichmondsafeguardingchildrenpartnership.org.uk/early-help.php 
 
BBC Children In Need Emergency Essentials Programme: The programme provides items that meet a child’s most 
basic needs such as a bed to sleep in, a cooker to provide a hot meal and other items or services critical to a child’s 
wellbeing. https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/apply/emergency-essentials/  
 
Also Connected Kingston website and the Richmond council Cost of Living Support Hub and Kingston Council Cost of 
Living Support Hub: https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/cost_of_living_hub  
 
Richmond Winter Warmth Home Service provides support for low income families with children: 
https://www.thinkingworks.co.uk/richmond-winter-warmth   
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Richmond Food Bank  
 
Richmond Food Bank provides families with long life food items such as canned goods, flour, washing powder, 
hygiene and baby products such as nappies. 
 
The food bank operates on a voucher referral system, where referral partners, such as Help Through Hardship (0808 
208 2138) and Citizens Advice Richmond (0808 278 7873), issue guests with e-vouchers to use at their local food 
bank. Each voucher is valid for one food parcel, so guests must receive a new voucher code for each visit. Food 
parcels can be received once a month. 
 
The Vineyard Community Centre, 
The Vineyard, Richmond 
TW10 6AQ 
foodbank@vineyardcommunity.org  
07516 935 655 
See details below for our distribution Centres where vouchers can be redeemed. 
e: foodbank@vineyardcommunity.orgt: 07516 935 655 
https://richmond.foodbank.org.uk/locations/  
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Final thought …… 

 
“The light quietly shines forth, 

even though we are in darkness; 

the promise of a new life 

and a world finally set free awaits”. 
 

Pope Francis, Easter Vigil 2025 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


