
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
 
28th March 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Thank you to Year 4 for leading the Mass on Wednesday. They spoke confidently and sang with enthusiasm. 
It was a lovely reminder of the importance of kindness and responsibility. Thank you to everyone who 
helped make the celebration so special. Well done Year 4. 
 
As I’m sure you are aware, the school has been looking at ways to improve the surface of the playground. Due to the 
costs involved, any project would need to be done in phases to make it affordable. 
 

Playground Improvements 
 
Phase 1 : KS2 Playground - new artificial grass (blue and green) to cover wet pour area, basketball/football pitch and 
possibly add a short tennis court (see potential design below) 
Phase 2 : KS1 Playground – new artificial grass 
Phase 3 : Look at improving the equipment in the playgrounds 
 
As school budgets are very tight, much of this work would be dependent on fundraising. I’m delighted to announce 
that the PTA have promised £25’000 towards the project which means we need to find approximately another 14K to 
get to our target! Well done everyone, hopefully over the next few months we can get there! Thanks for all your 
support. 
 
Have a good weekend. 
Mr Brannigan 
Headteacher 

 
 



 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Grace – for being a kind and caring member of our class. 
Year 1 – Ilya – for working hard with excellent results, particularly in writing and spelling.  
Year 2 – Darcey – for working hard this week and for showing great motivation to complete her work. 
Year 3 – Ruy – for producing an excellent newspaper report in English this week, full of literary techniques. 
Year 4 – Rosie – for showing focus and concentration this week, and for participating very well in group discussions 
Year 5 – Nazar – for excellent work on Times Tables Rock Stars 
Year 6 – Alessio – for his engagement in lessons and for working hard to improve arithmetic accuracy 
 
 

School Diary Dates 

 
Wednesday 2nd April – Junior Choir Singing Festival at The Rose Theatre 2.30-5.15pm 
Wednesday 2nd April – Y3 Trip Pizza Express  
Friday 4th April – Y6 The Way of the Cross 9am 
Friday 4th April – End of Spring term – school closes at 1pm 
Tuesday 22nd April – First day of Summer term 
Thursday 24th April – Y6 TeenTech, Roehampton (10 students) 
Friday 25th April – Y3 Trip Richmond Synagogue 
Monday 28th April – Y6 Maths Master Class, King’s House (selected students) 
Wednesday 30th April – Y5 Trip Turner House  
Wednesday 30th April – Y3 Class Mass 9.30am 
Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd May – Y2 Trip Holly Lodge  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd June – Y3 Trip London Transport Museum  
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Busy Park 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Wednesday 18th June – Y4 Trip Holly Lodge  
 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Saturday 29th March – Easter themed family bingo 
Wednesday 2nd April – Movie Night  
Friday 4th April – Mufti Day Easter theme  
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

School News 
 
Year 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 3 
 
On Monday Y3 became water detectives for the morning!  We looked for evidence of water all around us on Barnes 
Common:  the pond, the boardwalk over the wetlands, the Metropolitan Water Board manhole cover and 
the Temporal Pond.  Then we learnt some interesting facts about how the Willow Tree, Black Poplar tree, and 
damselflies and dragonflies need water to survive, and how many litres of water each of us uses every day.  It is a 
lot!  Then, our leader, Paddy, read us a book called Once Upon a Raindrop and we acted out the cycle of water in the 
environment.  Finally, we all wrote individual acrostic poems, using the word 'WATER' as the first letters of each line 
in our poem to inspire us.   
 
It was such a fun morning that we can't wait to go back again soon! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, Year 1 went to Barnes common to learn 
about the season of spring. The children had a senses 
walk where they smelled, touched, listened to and 
looked for the signs of spring. They then came up with 
adjectives to describe what they had experienced and 
made their own spring poem. 
 
We had a perfect day! 
 

  



 

 

 
It’s been a busy week for Year 3!  On Wednesday they participated in a Myth-busting Ancient Egypt Virtual Visit with 
the British Museum.   
 
Our classroom went back in time as we participated in this interactive session which brought the fascinating history 
of ancient Egypt to life.  We were fortunate to be taught remotely by an expert from the British Museum through live 
activities, interactive quizzes, and thought-provoking questions, helping develop our historical enquiry skills and 
challenging us to think critically.  We explored common misconceptions and learnt the truth about ancient Egyptian 
culture and daily life.  We investigated key objects to understand their roles and significance in ancient Egyptian 
society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sports update by Hassan 
 
Congratulations to our Year 2&3 Girls who came runners up in a Year 3 Borough football tournament! The girls 
showed a great team spirit throughout the tournament and a will to do their very best. Despite the fact we have a 
small number of girls in Year 3, they're all very competitive and driven to do well. I'm also so proud of our three Year 
2 girls who filled in and played without fear despite being a year younger! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

School Uniform 
 
We have been informed by the PTA that red candy STRIPED dresses are not being stocked anymore by retailers such 
as Marks and Spencers.  Going forward, we will include red GINGHAM dresses as well as red candy stripped dresses 
in our uniform.  Please choose whichever is easiest for you to find for your child. 
 
Uniform 

We take great pride in our uniform. After Easter holidays the children can come back to school in their 
summer uniform. Please ensure that all items of clothing and personal property are clearly marked. 
  

Winter (autumn and spring term) Summer (summer term) 

white shirt 
school tie 

short/long light grey trousers 

light grey skirt or pinafore dress 

red school cardigan or v neck jumper 
white or grey socks or tights 

sensible black shoes 

red/white/navy, hair ribbons/bands 

  

white open necked short sleeved polo shirt (no 
tie) 
short/long grey trousers 

red school cardigan or v neck jumper 
 (if needed) 
red/white gingham or candy striped dress 

white or grey socks 

red or black shoes (no sandals) 
red/white/navy, hair ribbons/bands 

school sunhat 
  

PE Kit 
navy and red polo shirt 
navy shorts or navy tracksuit bottoms 

red sweat shirt 
socks 

trainers or plimsolls 

PE bag 

Optional item: red fleece. 
   

  
 
All items which are unique to the school are available via SCOPay. These items are shown above in italics. The 
uniform shop is kindly run by our wonderful parent volunteers. 
 

Click the link to view our school uniform policy  
 
 

Financial Year-End 2025 
 
Bookings for breakfast club, clubs and trips on SCOPay will close at 5p.m. on Friday 28th March 2025 and will re-open 
on Friday 4th April at midday. This is because of the financial year-end. Please top up your child’s breakfast club or 
make payments for school trips, swimming lessons (Year 4, 5 & 6) Governors’ Fund etc before 28th March. 
All P.T.A events and school uniform purchases will remain open. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/28%20Policies/20260306-School-Uniform-Policy%20(4).pdf


 
 
 

New Lunch Menu 
 
Caterlink will be providing a new lunch menu after the half term. The new menu can be found on the school website in 
the Parents section.  
 

 
 
 
 

Message from NS Sport  
 
NS Sport is an OFSTED registered children’s day camp, providing an extensive range of Sports and activities for 
children to enjoy. NS Sport offers children between the ages of 4 and 12 a safe, fun, and friendly holiday camp 
environment. We encourage children to try new things and keep active! 
 
Unfortunately, we are not operating a holiday camp at St Mary Magdalen’s this Easter. In the meantime, the closest 
holiday camps will be at St Osmund’s Catholic School and at St Elizabeth’s School. We are also running HAF/FUEL 
scheme during the week of the 7th for 4 days at both schools.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

PTA News 
 
Reading Bingo Challenge Party 
We will be hosting a party for all the children who participated in the reading bingo challenge as a huge 
congratulations. The party will be held on Friday, April 25th, from 2:30 to 3:15 PM. 
 
Easter Family Bingo  
We look forward to welcoming you to the Easter Bingo on Saturday. Tickets will be available at the door on the day 
of the event. 
 
Movie Night 
Tickets for movie night will be available on Scopay until the end of play on Tuesday. Dont miss out the movie nights 
are really fun and the children really enjoy them. 
 
Vacancy 
The PTA is seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The main responsibilities will include arranging 
payments, managing bank accounts, organizing cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are interested or 
would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com. 

 

Community News and Workshops 
 
Half term at the Museum of Richmond 
 
FAMILY WORKSHOP: Splendid Spring Wreaths 
Tuesday 8 to Thursday 10 April, 10am to 12noon 
Step into the beauty of spring and dive into the enchanting world of floral wreaths with your family!  
£6 per child – Adults FREE. Book now: http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond  
 
FAMILY WORKSHOP: Delightful Doily Decorations 
Tuesday 15 to Thursday 17 April, 10am to 12noon 
Get ready for a springtime adventure bursting with creativity and family fun! Transform simple paper doilies into 
stunning spring decorations that will brighten up any space. 
£6 per child – Adults FREE. Book now: http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond  
 
FREE CRAFTS: Excellent Easter Eggs 
From 1pm weekdays and 10am Saturdays 
Creative fun for all ages! Drop in and get crafty! Make Easter Egg decorations this April - FREE, no booking needed, 
just bring your imagination! 
Self-led activity – children must be supervised. 
 
FREE TRAIL: Bouncing Bunnies 
Join Lizzie and Harry on a museum adventure! Solve puzzles and win royal rewards! 
Available all April – pick up a FREE trail at the Museum! 
 
Friends of Richmond Park 
 
Discoverers is the Friends of Richmond Park’s activities programme for families with school age children. 
Events take place twice a month throughout the year and during school holidays. 
All Discoverers events are free. 
Follow the link to read about their events and learn more about what they do https://www.frp.org.uk/discoverers-
events/  
 

http://smmptacontact@gmail.com./
http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond
http://bit.ly/museumofrichmond
https://www.frp.org.uk/discoverers-events/
https://www.frp.org.uk/discoverers-events/


 
 

 
 

 

Final thought …… 
 

Linger at the dinner table and  

enjoy the ordinary moments of  

coming together as a family. 

 

 


