
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
21st March 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope everyone has been enjoying the lovely weather this week. Over the past few weeks, the children in Year 4 have 
been practising their Doods, which is a type of beginner clarinet, as part of their music lessons. They have shown 
great enthusiasm and commitment in developing their musical skills and their hard work culminated in a wonderful 
performance on Thursday. The students performed four songs, demonstrating their progress and growing confidence 
in playing their instruments. We are very proud of their achievements and the effort they have put into their 
learning. Thank you to everyone who attended this special performance. 
 
Well done to Year 3 for delivering an awesome assembly, all about journeys on Friday. Everyone had a special part to 
play and they all rehearsed their roles beautifully. They explained important milestones in their journey so far, such 
as Baptism, joining St Mary Magdalen’s aged 4 and looking forward to Holy Communion in the summer. Thank you 
Year 3. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Mr Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Romeo – for great progress in phonics 
Year 1 – Adam – for wonderful manners and behaviour 
Year 2 – Theodore – for working hard to improve his reading and phonics and answering questions in class 
Year 3 – the whole class – for leading a perfect assembly! 
Year 4 – James – for being a great friend to everyone around him. 
Year 5 – Cecily – for always working hard and for singing beautifully at the Barnes Music Festival 
Year 6 – Danny – for his engagement and focus in lessons  
 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 24th March – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 24th March – Y6 Maths Master Class, King’s House (selected students) 
Wednesday 26th March – Y4 Class mass 9.30am 
Wednesday 26th March – Y3 Virtual Workshop British Museum  
Thursday 27th March – Y3 Girls’ Football tournament 
Wednesday 2nd April – Junior Choir Singing Festival at The Rose Theatre 2.30-5.15pm 
Wednesday 2nd April – Y3 Trip Pizza Express  
Thursday 24th April – Y6 TeenTech, Roehampton (10 students) 
Friday 25th April – Y3 Trip Richmond Synagogue 
Monday 28th April – Y6 Maths Master Class, King’s House (selected students) 
Wednesday 30th April – Y5 Trip Turner House  
Wednesday 30th April – Y3 Class Mass 9.30am 



School Diary Dates - Continued 

Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd May – Y2 Trip Holly Lodge  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 19th May – Y4 Trip Fulham Palace  
Monday 2nd June – Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop  
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common 
Wednesday 11th June – Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace  
Friday 6th June – Y6 Trip Busy Park 
 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Saturday 29th March – Easter themed family bingo 
Wednesday 2nd April – Movie Night  
Friday 4th April – Mufti Day Easter theme  
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
Saturday 19th July – Caribbean themed event 
 

School News 
 
Year 6 Holy Lodge – Junior Citizenship 
 
Today Year 6 went to Holly Lodge today to take part in Junior Citizenship where they faced a number of real-life 
scenarios.  "Being a good citizen means being safe in different situations". "We learnt how to deal with people who 
want to rob you, how to take a bus and how to get out of a fire." "The Metropolitan Police, London Fire Brigade, 
London Transport Police and Richmond Youth Services came to speak to us." " It was a fun, exciting and educational 
day".  

 

 
Barnes Music Festival Schools Concert: A Portrait of Pepys 
 

On Wednesday evening, 12 children from Year 5 and 5 from year 6 took part in the Schools Concert of the Barnes 
Music Festival, held at St Paul's school.  The concert was the culmination of a creative project between the Director of 
Music at St Paul's School, Mark Wilderspin, and 5 local primary schools. Mark visited each school in turn to host 
two workshops in which the children helped him create a piece of music that each school then performed during the 
festival.  The five local schools were also joined by St Pauls' Voices, a music scholar soloist from St Paul's Girls' School 
and musicians from St Paul's school. 
 



This year's festival theme was Music and Literature and so Mark composed an informative portrait of St Paul's 
alumnus, Samuel Pepys.  Mary Magdalen's opened the portrait with their piece about Pepys watching the King's 
coronation. 
 
In the second half of the concert, we sang songs inspired by literature, from Roald Dahl's Matilda and Charles Dickens' 
Oliver.  James Day, Artistic Director of the Barnes Music Festival and Director of Choral Music  at Tiffin School came to 
Mary Magdalen's to run a workshop for us where we rehearsed these songs. 
 
The children sang beautifully and were, as ever, great ambassadors for our school.  They particularly enjoyed coming 
together with other primary schools and the experience of singing with the St Pauls' Voices, a group of older 
secondary aged boys. 
 
We would like to thank James and Mark to coming to St Mary Magdalen's to host the singing workshops for us and 
especially for composing a unique piece of music for our school! 

 

 

 

 



Sports update by Hassan 
 
Some of our Year 1&2 Girls took Part in a Football festival on Tuesday. They showed great maturity, competitiveness 
and togetherness throughout the event, playing a total of 7 matches and only drawing one. I was so impressed with 
the leadership skills from our more experienced footballers and how quickly our less experienced players learned and 
gained knowledge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lost Property 
 
The office team has seen an increase in unnamed lost property. Many 
of these items are brand new and the team need help in reuniting lost 
property with its owner.   
 
If your child is missing something – there are full PE kits and trainers 
as well as expensive coats, cardigans, sweatshirts, water bottles and 
lunch boxes – the items will be placed on a table in the playground 
every Friday, until the end of the term. Everything will then be 
disposed of. 
 
Please help by naming all clothing - particularly coats, jumpers, 
cardigans, and hats, as well as water bottles and lunch boxes. 
 

 

School Streets 

We would like to remind you that Worple Street is a London Borough of 

Richmond School Street and is therefore closed to non-resident traffic 

from 8.15-9.15am and 2.45-3.45pm.   

 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/school_streets 

 

For those coming by car, please park on North Worple Way and walk up 

Worple Street. 

 
 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/school_streets


 
PTA News 
 
 

News from the PTA 

The Reading Bingo challenge raised an impressive £1,320! Thank you so much to everyone who took part. We truly 
appreciate all the efforts, and as a small school, we do very well thanks to all the lovely families. 

Easter Family Bingo  

Tickets are on Scopay. Join us for an enjoyable bingo event featuring fantastic prizes. Tickets will also be available to 
purchase in the playground next Friday at drop-off and pick-up. 

Movie Night 

Tickets for the movie "Inside Out" are now on sale through Scopay. Our Movie Nights are very popular, and we sold 
out last time, so be sure to get your tickets as soon as possible! 

 

Dates for the diary  

• Saturday, March 29th, Easter themed family Bingo 

• Wednesday, 2nd April Movie Night 

• Friday, 4th April Easter Theme Mufti Day 

•  Saturday, 28th June - Summer Fair 

• Saturday, 19th July - Caribbean event   

 
 
Community News and Workshops 
 
Spring into Action – No Joining Fee at Sports and Fitness Centres 

Start your Feel Good Fitness journey with a complimentary health assessment and tailored training plan! The offer is 
valid from Sunday 1 March to Wednesday 30 April 2025.  Richmond Council's Sports and Fitness Service manages six 
centres located across the borough; four dual-use sports and fitness centres, Teddington Pools & Fitness 
Centre and Pools on the Park in Richmond 

 
 
Parents Invitation to Chase Bridge Family & Wellbeing Coffee Morning – 23rd April 2025 (Whitton) 
 
We are delighted to invite parents, carers and guardians, to our Family & Wellbeing Coffee Morning at Chase Bridge 
Primary School on Wednesday, 23rd April 2025, from 9:15 AM to 11:30 AM. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity to bring together professionals, charities, and organisations that provide vital 

support to families in our community. Parents will have the chance to connect with a range of services, ask 

questions, and access guidance all under one roof.  

We would urge parents to sign up, as this event offers a unique opportunity for you to engage directly with 

professionals and access valuable resources. 

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/book_sports_and_fitness_classes
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/teddington_pools_fitness_centre
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/teddington_pools_fitness_centre
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/pools_on_the_park


Please use the QR code on the poster below to scan and sign up. Or click the Google Form link 

https://forms.gle/dwCTGfxNyf7KiXDy6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/dwCTGfxNyf7KiXDy6


 
 

Final thought …… 
 

World Poetry Day 

21st March 2025 

 

 
 

“The poet describes being lonely,  

but is then distracted by the sight of 

thousands of beautiful daffodils.” 

 

“It is a poem about finding  

joy in the beauty of nature.” 
 
 

 

 


