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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

13th March 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Monday, each class took part in an Alice in Wonderland themed dance workshop. Each class learnt a dance telling
part of the story in turn and we came together in the afternoon to share the whole performance together. Thank you
very much to the PTA for making this whole school enrichment opportunity possible due to all the fundraising efforts.

On Wednesday, Year 5 went on their three day residential visit to Sayers Croft, deep in the Surrey Hills. On Thursday, |
joined Year 5 for their five hour walk to the top of Pitch Hill. We encountered a lot of mud on the way but had lots of
fun. The views at the top were amazing! The children also completed a range of other activities such as bouldering, a
challenge course and a stream study. Well done Year 5 and many thanks to the staff who accompanied the children
and gave up so much of their own time.

Year 2 had a wonderful trip to Kew Gardens and investigated Kew’s more ‘unusual inhabitants’ including carnivorous
plants and minibeasts. They solved the minibeast crime and investigated the relationships between plants using
different techniques to identify and classify a variety of invertebrates.

Well done also to Reception for completing your locality walk.

Have a great weekend. Thank you for your continued support.

Mr Brannigan
Headteacher

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Eliott — for working very hard this week and for demonstrating great focus in his work.

Year 1 — Audrey — for always being helpful, kind and eager to help others.

Year 2 — Zachary — for showing positivity and eagerness everyday towards his learning.

Year 3 — Milan — for excellent effort in English, writing and editing an ambitious persuasive letter.

Year 4 — Benicio — for writing an excellent persuasive paragraph in English, using powerful vocabulary to make his
argument.

Year 5 — the Whole Class but especially Levi — for demonstrating resilience and determination on our walk up Pitch
Hill.

Year 6 — Emilia — for hard work all week and for always being reliable

School Diary Dates

Monday 17" March — Y6 Maths Master Class at King’s House (selected students)
Tuesday 18" March — Y1 & Y2 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected students)
Wednesday 19™" March — Y5 and Year 6 Choir Barnes Music Festival at St Paul’s School (17 confirmed students)



School Diary Dates continued -

Friday 21t March — Y6 Junior Citizens Trip to Holly Lodge

Friday 21 March — Y5&Y6 Girls’ Football vs Collis (selected students)
Monday 24" March — Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk
Wednesday 26" March — Y3 Trip British Museum

Wednesday 2" April — Junior Choir Singing Festival at The Rose Theatre 2.30-5.15pm
Thursday 24" April — Y6 TeenTech, Roehampton (10 students)

Friday 2" May — Reception Class Assembly

Friday 2" May — Y2 Trip Holly Lodge

Monday 19" May — Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk

Monday 19" May — Y4 Trip Fulham Palace

Monday 2" June — Rec-Y1-Y2 Drama Workshop

Monday 9% June — Y2 Trip Barnes Common

Wednesday 11% June — Y2 Trip to Fulham Palace

Friday 6% June — Y6 Trip Busy Park

PTA Diary Dates

Saturday 29" March — Easter themed family bingo
Wednesday 2" April — Movie Night

Friday 4™ April — Mufti Day Easter theme
Saturday 17™ May — Caribbean themed event
Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair
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School World Book Day Competition - CAUGHT READING!

School News

Where will you be caught reading?

Ask a grown up to take a photograph of you reading in an usual place and then to email it to: admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk adding CAUGHT READING in the subject line. You can also send in photographs of
family members being caught reading too!

The more creative the better! There will be two prizes in each class for the most unusual reading place and winners
will be announced on Friday 21 March.



Reception

Reception have been learning all about mapping and identifying features in our local environment. So, on
Wednesday, we went on our first school trip and enjoyed a walk around our local area! The rain just held off for
us and we had great fun trying to follow our route on a map and hunting for seven features to tick off on our list
including St. Mary Magdalen Church and the River Thames. Well done Reception - you were a credit to the school
whilst out and about - and a big thank you to all the parent volunteers who accompanied us on our trip!

Reception have had lots of fun celebrating science week! We made rain cloud jars, explored walking rainbows and
have learnt about metamorphosis! We enjoyed looked at the life cycle of a butterfly and created our own colourful
caterpillars using the colours of the rainbow. The children also planted their own cress seeds and have taken great
care of them, ensuring they have enough water and sunlight. They have enjoyed observing changes over time.




Year 2

Last week, Year 2 took part in the Richmond Safe Scooting Scheme's practical training. They benefited from general

road safety lessons and demonstrated impeccable behaviour. All Year 2 children were awarded a safe scooting
certificate. Well done!




On Wednesday Year 2 had the chance to visit Kew Gardens and learn all about Minibeats and their
habitats. They took a journey of discovery and investigated Kew’s most 'unusual’ inhabitants. They worked
collaboratively in groups and were so engaged in the session and in answering questions. The children were also
given the chance to go around Kew Garden and discover different plants and even get to see some animals in the
aquarium. The children displayed impeccable behaviour and had a great time learning. Finally, Year 2 got the chance
to play in the Children's Playground and really enjoyed their time. Thank you to all the parents who accompanied us
on our trip.

School Workshop

On Monday, each class took part in an Alice in Wonderland themed dance workshop. Each class learnt a dance telling
part of the story in turn and we came together in the afternoon to share the whole performance together. Thank you
very much to the PTA for making this whole school enrichment opportunity possible due to all the fundraising efforts.







Lasting Friendships are made at St Mary Magdalen’s

Last week we welcomed back best friends Gabrielle, Genevieve and Isabelle who were pupils at St Mary Magdalen’s
from 1965-1971. Their lives have moved in different directions over the years, however the bond of friendship they
made at St Mary Magdalen’s has always been strong and has played a huge part in who they are today.

“It is special to be back at Mary Mags after so many years! It still seems such a happy and friendly school.”

= Mary Magdalen S
gt Mary MBBee
Catholic Primary
School
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Lost Property

The office team has seen an increase in unnamed lost property. Many
of these items are brand new and the team need help in reuniting lost
property with its owner.

If your child is missing something — there are full PE kits and trainers as
well as expensive coats, cardigans, sweatshirts, water bottles and
lunch boxes — the items will be placed on a table in the playground,
until the end of the week. Everything will then be disposed of.

Please help by naming all clothing - particularly coats, jumpers,
cardigans, and hats, as well as water bottles and lunch boxes.



PTA News

Vacancy
The PTA is seeking a new treasurer to join our team in September. The main responsibilities will include arranging

payments, managing bank accounts, organizing cash floats for fairs, and processing deposits. If you are interested or
would like more information, please email smmptacontact@gmail.com.

Dance Workshop
Thank you to West End In Schools for delivering the Alice in Wonderland workshop. This was funded by the PTA, and
we hope all the children enjoyed it.

Easter Family Bingo
Tickets are on Scopay. Join us for an enjoyable bingo event featuring fantastic prizes. Tickets will also be available to
purchase in the playground next Friday.

Movie Night
Tickets for the movie "Inside Out" are now on sale through Scopay. Our Movie Nights are very popular, and we sold

out last time, so be sure to get your tickets as soon as possible!

Community News and Workshops

Spring into Action — No Joining Fee at Sports and Fithess Centres

Start your Feel Good Fitness journey with a complimentary health assessment and tailored training plan! The offer is
valid from Sunday 1 March to Wednesday 30 April 2025. Richmond Council's Sports and Fitness Service manages six
centres located across the borough; four dual-use sports and fitness centres, Teddington Pools & Fitness

Centre and Pools on the Park in Richmond

Come to the Mortlake Mash-Up this Saturday

THE

MORTLAKE
MASH-UP

BREWING UP NEW IDEAS

The Mortlake Mash-Up, takes place on Saturday 15 March, 10:30am — 3:30pm at the former brewery Sports and Social
Club building on Lower Richmond Road. Join Mortlake Community Association, a team of experts, your fellow
residents, businesses, councillors and local groups including the BCA to plan a vision for Mortlake and the wider area.
Drop in or come for the day!

For more information visit: www.mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk/the-mortlake-mash-up/



http://smmptacontact@gmail.com.
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/book_sports_and_fitness_classes
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/teddington_pools_fitness_centre
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/teddington_pools_fitness_centre
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/pools_on_the_park
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=67d2bbf8295ebd4e28ba1cf1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk&w=5c6d7d2411f78431095cd0c6&c=b_67d014e54377ed4b2b8a3ff1&l=en-US&s=E4R9vaTyvzlNAyF5ZUwFVfZLhTU%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=67d2bbf8295ebd4e28ba1cf1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mortlakecommunityassociation.org.uk%2Fthe-mortlake-mash-up%2F&w=5c6d7d2411f78431095cd0c6&c=b_67d014e54377ed4b2b8a3ff1&l=en-US&s=WW5uhfSpjVvtate5aTMLziVV2Sk%3D

What is FUEL?

FUEL (which stands for ‘Feed Ur Everyday Lives’) is the name for the holiday activity and food programme in the Royal
Borough of Kingston upon Thames and the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames. They make free places at
holiday clubs available during the Easter, summer and Christmas holidays for young people who receive benefit
related free school meals. Young people can attend 4 sessions over Easter, 16 sessions over the summer and 4
sessions over winter.

Benefit related free school meals are different to the universal free school meals that all young people now receive at
primary schools. Benefit related free school meals need to be applied for through your local council. You can find out
more information on applying for benefit related free school meals here for Kingston and here for Richmond.

Young people will get their lunch provided at the club. There are lots of clubs and activities to choose from and they
run across a range of dates, time and locations.

We have also created the FUEL Healthy Living Booklet to offer support and advice on developing a healthy lifestyle for
your children and family.

Who can take part?

Priority places will be given to young people aged 5 to 16 years (including 4 year olds if they are in reception) who are
receiving benefit related free school meals.

Young people who are eligible should have a 17 digit FUEL code that will have been given to them by their school.
This code can be used to show that they are eligible when booking onto clubs.

How to Book -

FUEL clubs run over the Easter, Summer and Winter holidays, we do not run clubs over half term holidays.
Bookings for the Easter holidays are now live - find out more information about how to book activities in each
borough at the following pages:

FUEL programme in Kingston - Easter 2025

FUEL programme in Kingston - Easter 2025

SEND FUEL Programme in Kingston and Richmond - Easter 2025

Email: fuel@achievingforchildren.org.uk



https://www.kingston.gov.uk/schools-education/free-school-meals-1
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/children_and_family_care/schools_and_colleges/welfare_and_support/pupil_and_student_finance/free_school_meals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J3mqEXGKyqnWLV5aTFR62uC9zkVojbOq/view?usp=sharing
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/fuel-holiday-activities-and-food-programme/fuel-programme-in-kingston-easter-2025
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/fuel-holiday-activities-and-food-programme/fuel-programme-in-richmond-easter-2025
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/fuel-holiday-activities-and-food-programme/send-fuel-programme-in-kingston-and-richmond-easter-2025
mailto:fuel@achievingforchildren.org.uk

Final thought ......

So Matilda’s strong young
mind continued to grow,
nurtured by the voices of all
those authors who had sent
their books out into the world
like ships on the sea. These
books gave Matilda a hopeful
and comforting message:

You are not alone.
Roald Dahl, Matilda




