
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
7th March 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

On Wednesday morning Year 3 were very proud to lead the whole school, and the Parish community, in Ash 
Wednesday Mass in the church.  It was a pleasure to see so many family and friends also in attendance.  Each and 
every one of Year 3 had a special part to play and with Father Adrian's guidance they had all rehearsed their roles 
extremely well.  We were also delighted that Ms Jiang accompanied the hymns on the piano which made for a very 
moving occasion overall.  Well done Year 3! 

We celebrated World Book with our usual St Mary Mags enthusiasm today. Children dressed up as their favourite 
book characters and we had great fun guessing who everybody was.  Our whole school photograph will be a lovely 
reminder of the day. Teachers read their favourite picture books to different classes and some of the older KS2 pupils 
read with the younger children. Each class did a variety of fun book day activities which included fun book related 
crafts and exciting writing activities based on their favourite books. Children have taken part in some online author 
visits (Year 2 had an online workshop with Michael Rosen) and there are more virtual author visits to come in the 
next few weeks. 

Thanks also to the PTA and volunteers for organising pancakes on Shrove Tuesday they were delicious! 

Have a great weekend, enjoy the sunshine. 

Mr Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Eva – for working exceptionally hard this week and for showing excellent progress in phonics.  
Year 1 – Tara – for being an excellent role model to her peers and for always trying her best and behaving excellently. 
Year 2 – Andrew – for working extremely hard and for showing a mature and motivated attitude towards his learning.  
Year 3 – The Whole Class – for showing maturity and good leadership skills in leading the Ash Wednesday Mass.  
Year 4 – Amelia - for excellent participation in class discussions and for sharing insightful and thoughtful ideas. 
Year 5 – Grace – for hard work in all lessons, with some especially thoughtful and well presented work in RE.  
Year 6 – Matilda – for her enthusiasm for reading and work in English this week 
 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 10th March – West End in Schools Workshop – all classes 
Wednesday 12th March – Reception Trip Local Walk  
Wednesday 12th March – Year 2 Trip to Kew Gardens 
Wednesday 12th March – Year 5 Trip to Sayers Croft (Wednesday-Friday) 
Tuesday 18th March – Y2 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected students)  
Wednesday 19th March – Y5 and Year 6 Choir Barnes Music Festival at St Paul’s School (17 confirmed students) 
 
 



 

School Diary Dates continued… 

 
Friday 21st March – Y6 Junior Citizens Trip to Holly Lodge  
Monday 24th March – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Wednesday 2nd April – Junior Choir Singing Festival at The Rose Theatre 2.30-5.15pm 
Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Friday 2nd May – Y2 Trip Holly Lodge  
Monday 19th May – Y1 & Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Monday 9th June – Y2 Trip Barnes Common  
 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 
Friday 14th March - Mufti Day for Easter prizes for bingo 
Saturday 29th March – Easter themed family bingo 
Wednesday 2nd April – Movie Night  
Friday 4th April – Mufti Day Easter theme  
Saturday 17th May – Caribbean themed event 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
 

School News 
 

 
 

School World Book Day Competition - CAUGHT READING! 
  

Where will you be caught reading? 
 
Ask a grown up to take a photograph of you reading in an usual place and then to email it to: admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk adding CAUGHT READING in the subject line. You can also send in photographs of 
family members being caught reading too!  
 
The more creative the better! There will be two prizes in each class for the most unusual reading place and winners 
will be announced on Friday 21st March. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pancake Breakfast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Book Day 
 
We had a huge amount of fun celebrating World Book Day! At St Mary Magdalen’s we really enjoy books, and this 
was a brilliant way to celebrate our love of reading. All week children have been taking part in lots of book themed 
activities and today it was lovely to see such imagination as the children came to school dressed as their favourite 
book characters. Thank you to our parents for all the effort made! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shrove Tuesday was celebrated in style by all the children who attended the 
special pancake breakfast. Thank you to the PTA for organising the day, and 
for demonstrating excellent pancake tossing skills!  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Year 2 
 
On Monday 3rd March, Year 2 had a world book day week virtual session with Michael Rosen and friends entitled 
Global Tales of Nature - How Things Came to Be. Children listened to different stories about Nature such as the 
partying tortoise told by Sandra A. Agard, Seasons by Emily Hanna Grazebrook. They also listened to poems by 
Michael Rosen and learned all about his first poems and what they were called and why. The session was very 
engaging as children not only listened to the stories but also participated in drawing activities. Year 2 had so much 
fun, enjoyed their time and learned a lot from this session. 
 
 

 
 
 

Sports Update  
 
This week the netball team put in an amazing performance at the Barn Elms primary netball tournament. 
The day was glorious with the sun shining and the children matched this with incredible behaviour but most 
importantly the effort and energy they put into all their matches.  
 
They played a total of 9 games, 8 minutes each, throughout the day. It’s a long day for the children but each 
match they put in so much energy and played so incredibly well. We are so proud of them all.  
 
Ann, Gemma and Zoe  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
PTA News 
 
Easter Family Bingo  
 
Tickets are now on Scopay. Join us for an enjoyable bingo event featuring fantastic prizes.  
 

Movie Night 
 
Tickets for the movie "Inside Out" are now on sale through Scopay. Our Movie Nights are very popular, and we sold 
out last time, so be sure to get your tickets as soon as possible! 
 

 
Community News and Workshops 
 
Online Safety Workshop for Parents and School Professionals 

 
For parents of children 0-18, these sessions are also suitable for AfC and School professionals, who are parents, or in 
their role, are supporting other parents/families.  
 
Workshop topics:  
 
Internet Addiction- Understanding the signs of online addiction and discussing early intervention from a therapist's 
perspective. 
 
Online Spaces, AI & Deepfakes- Guidance on identifying harmful online behaviours, including risks in gaming, social 
media, and AI-generated content, along with approaches to support young people vulnerable to online risks in 
building healthier habits and lifestyles. 
 
Radicalisation Awareness- Covering pathways and indicators of radicalisation and grooming, lessons from case 
studies, ways to support at-risk young people as parents, and an understanding of how the government process 
around radicalisation works. 
 
Click here for more information for Kingston. 
Click here for more information for Richmond 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wMsFWXGFIr9bb45xyMvC3NUKC0n4FySm?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m6LpDGvey48w_9fY9t7wFV5ATf4Kl7p2?usp=drive_link


 
 

Final thought …… 
 

This weekend is the perfect time to go out and  

enjoy the fine weather. 

Find one of the local parks, bring some food, sit outside 

and enjoy.  
 

 

 
 


