
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
28th February 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
St Mary Magdalen’s was very proud to host the Richmond Music Trust Rehearsal this week for several local schools. 
The theme of the songs was based on a ‘Wonderful World’ and the singing from the choir was awesome, I was 
particularly proud of our children. Thank you to Mrs Wallis-Jiang for conducting the singing and for all that she does 
to enhance the music curriculum throughout the school. 
 
Thank you to Year 5 for their class Mass on Wednesday and thank you to Father Adrian. The Mass focused on Pilgrims 
of Hope and how we can all be beacons of Hope in our community and in the wider world. 
 
Year 1 had their class assembly on special people on Friday. They spoke about special people who help us, including 
our friends and family. They also spoke about the special people who celebrate Mass, including the parish family and 
the priest. They spoke very confidently and I am so proud of them! 
Have a good weekend, God bless. 
 
Mr Brannigan 
Headteacher 
 
 

Pupil of the Week 
Reception – Oscar – for working so hard and for making excellent progress, especially in phonics. 
Year 1 – The Whole Class – for your excellent performance in your class assembly. 
Year 2 – Rosemary – for showing enthusiasm and determination in everything that she does.  
Year 3 – Daniel – for working hard with excellent results this week, particularly in English.  
Year 4 – Leo Di Maria – for showing outstanding dedication in his lessons and for consistently challenging himself. 
Year 5 – Linda – for excellent engagement in class with very good contributions to class discussions.  
Year 6 – Antonio – for being a supportive learning partner this week, particularly in English, 
 
School Diary Dates 

Wednesday 5th March – Y3 Leading Ash Wednesday Mass 9.30am 
Wednesday 5th March – Y5&Y6 Netball Tournament at Barn Elms (selected students) 
Friday 7th March - Y2 Scooter Training 
Friday 7th March - World Book Day 
Tuesday 18th March – Y2 Girls’ Football at Rocks Lane (selected students)  
Wednesday 19th March – Y5 and Year 6 Choir Barnes Music Festival at St Paul’s School (17 confirmed students) 
Friday 21st March – Y6 Junior Citizens Trip to Holly Lodge  
Monday 24th March – Y1&Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
Wednesday 2nd April – Junior Choir Singing Festival at The Rose Theatre 2.30-5.15pm 
Friday 2nd May – Reception Class Assembly  
Monday 19th May – Y1&Y3 Barnes Common Learning Walk  
 
 
 



 

PTA Diary Dates 

Tuesday 4th March – Pancake Breakfast 
Friday 14th March - Mufti Day for Easter prizes for bingo 
Saturday 29th March – Easter themed family bingo 
Wednesday 2nd April – Movie Night  
Friday 4th April – Mufti Day Easter theme  
Saturday 17th May – Caribbean themed event 
Saturday, 28th June – Summer Fair 
 

School News 
 
Year 3 

Year 3 finished their topic on Rocks this week by making mould fossils of leaves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 4  
 
On Wednesday, our Year 4 students embarked on an exciting educational trip to Barnes Common, where they 
explored the fascinating world of pond life and learnt about the impact of flooding.  Guided by expert educators, the 
children had the opportunity to investigate the creatures that thrive in freshwater habitats, from tiny water beetles 
to slippery pond snails. They also discovered how flooding affects the local environment and what can be done to 
protect these ecosystems. 
 
Through hands-on activities and real-life observations, our students deepened their understanding of nature and the 
importance of conservation. Even though it was raining, it was a wonderful day filled with curiosity, discovery, and a 
newfound appreciation for the wildlife right on our doorstep! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Sports Update by Hassan 
 
Football League Matches 
 
During the week Year 5&6 Girls’ & Boys’ Football team played their final group games of the Year vs St Osmund’s 
School.  
 
Our girls finished with a perfect record with a 4-2 win. Some great performances with Grace (3) and Rosa (1) our goal 
scorers. Some other great performances from Rose and Morena. 
 
Our Boys won their first match with an 8-2 victory!!. Goals from Filip (5) and Danny (3) topped off a very professional 
and focused performance throughout the game 
 

                  
 

 
French  
 
Going forward, French will be taught by the class teacher using the Language Angels scheme of work and supported 
by Mrs El-Khoury who is a native speaker and Mrs Derby whose degree is in French. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
 
The UK government's minimum attendance target is 95%. Please help us to ensure your child receives the best 
education by attending school regularly and being on time.  
 

Guide for Absence reporting 
 
If your child is late or absent from school, for whatever reason, parents must inform the office of the reason for their 
lateness or absence by 9.00am. Please call or email the office directly. If we do not hear from you by then, you will 
receive a call from the office requesting an explanation, so we can ensure your child is safe. If you do not inform the 
office of the reason for absence on the day, the absence will be marked as unauthorised.  

 
Ash Wednesday Mass 

This year we are blessed to be able to hold a whole School Mass on Ash Wednesday at 9:30 am led by members of 
Year 3 on Wednesday 5th March. Lent marks the beginning of the Christian season of Lent and, as a symbol of turning 
to the Lord and of God's love and mercy, Christians traditionally receive the sign of the cross marked in ashes on the 
forehead.   
 



We are blessed to have children from other faiths in our community and they will learn about the symbols of Lent 
alongside their classmates but, out of respect for their beliefs, the Reception of Ash is not offered.  
 
Reception of the Ash can be offered to all Christians at the Mass but, as the symbolic action is optional, if you prefer 
for your child not to receive the Ash please let the school know by writing to your child’s class teacher.  Thank 
you.  All are welcome to the Mass, but we especially invite parents or carers and family members of children in Year 3 
to attend to support their children. The church will be open at 9 am, with the central pews reserved for class seating 
and the side aisles reserved for all others. 

 
PTA News 
 
Reading Bingo 
Thank you to those who completed the reading bingo challenge over half term. There is still time to take part; we 
have extended the deadline to Wednesday, 5th March. 
 

Pancake Breakfast  
Pancake breakfast is happening next week on Tuesday, the 4th March. Tickets are available on Scopay, and there will 
be lots of yummy toppings. The children have a lot of fun, making it a great way to start the day!:) 

 
Easter Family Bingo  
Tickets will be available for purchase on Scopay next week. Join us for an enjoyable bingo event featuring fantastic 
prizes! 

 

The Great Mary Mags Caribbean Calypso Fundraiser! 
*Save the date and don’t miss out!* 
 
The Three Amigos bring you the event of the summer - The Great Mary Mags Caribbean Calypso Fundraiser! 
 
Saturday 19th July, 2-6pm @ School, Tickets on sale soon 
 

 
 

 



Community News and Workshops 
 
Mortlake/Richmond Food Hub have continued to support families in our local community. If you are in need of this 
service, please contact the school office in confidence or contact the Food Hub directly. 
 
https://www.givefood.org.uk/needs/at/richmond/mortlake  
 
Parent Kind  
 
Please see link for a range of courses for parents –  https://www.parentkind.org.uk/your-pta-expert/parent-webinars 

 
Parent Champion Cafes Local  
 
The Parent Coffee, Cake and Chat drop-in groups are a welcoming environment for parents of children from age 10 to 
age 18, to meet with other parents, discuss local or parenting issues, share hobbies and interests and learn about 
wellbeing and further professional development opportunities. 
If you feel like you need information, support or guidance and you’re unable to obtain this from conventional services 
- pop on down, or contact us for more information! 
 
See what your local youth, community and children's centres have to offer. Search "Parent Champions cafes" in 
the What's On calendar to see dates for sessions in each centre. 
Richmond parents can attend Kingston cafes and vice versa.  
 
Mondays in Mortlake, Power station Youth Centre, 121a Mortlake High Street, SW14 8SN. Any Monday year-round 
except Bank holidays.  
11:15am to 12:15pm Mindfulness for parents 
12:30pm to 1:30pm Parent cake, coffee and chat 
1:30pm to 3:00pm General public – PCCN Foodbank, Richmond Food Bank and Monday Champions Café. 
1-2-1 available by appointment –  
please contact Sanya sanya.walker-batson@achievingforchildren.org.uk   

 
 

Final thought …… 
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