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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

7th February 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Well done to Year 4 for their amazing assembly on rainforests, climate change and protecting the environment. We
had fantastic acting and singing and the dance moves were out of this world! The costumes were brilliant and
everyone looked great. Many thanks to Year 4 for presenting so confidently. Well done also to all the children for
working so hard this week.

Thank you for your support. Have a good weekend.

Martin Brannigan
Headteacher

Prayer of the Week

Pilgrims of Hope 2025

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.

May the grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos.
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise forever.

Amen.




Pupil of the Week

Reception — Connie — for impressing in Maths lessons. She is always keen to answer questions and explain her
thinking.

Year 1 — Tara — for exceptional behaviour and being an excellent role model to her peers.

Year 2 — Erico — for being a joy to teach and a true example to others.

Year 3 —Stanley - for putting his rich and varied vocabulary to good use in English lessons this week.

Year 4 — the whole class — for all your hard work preparing for your assembly.

Year 5 — Arthur — for working hard in every lesson and being a fantastic role model.

Year 6 — Veronica — for being a supportive, yet competitive, team player in PE and working hard in English lessons.

School Diary Dates

Monday 10" February — NO CLUBS THIS WEEK only morning squad (football Tuesday & netball Wednesday)
Monday 10% February — Year 5 Christ’s Hospital Maths Challenge at the Guildhall (selected students)
Tuesday 11" February — Parent’s Evening 3.40pm-5.40pm

Tuesday 11" February — Y5-6 Netball match vs St Osmund’s School (selected students)

Wednesday 12t February — Y3 Printmaking workshop Orleans House Gallery

Wednesday 12" February — Reception Grandparent’s visit

Wednesday 12" February — Y5-6 Football match vs Thomson House (selected students)

Thursday 13™ February — Borough Swimming Gala (selected students)

Thursday 13" February — Parent’s Evening 5.00pm-7.00pm

Friday 14" February — Y2 Class Assembly 9am

Friday 14" February - Y5-6 Football match vs Lowther (selected students)

Friday 14" February — End of term school closes at 3.20pm

Monday 24" February — Second half of term starts

Monday 24" February — Y2-Y5 CAFOD workshop

Tuesday 25" February — Y5-6 Netball match vs East Sheen (selected students)

Wednesday 26" February Y5 Class mass 9.30am

Wednesday 26 February Y4 Trip Barnes Common

Thursday 27" February Junior Choir Singing Festival workshop

Wednesday 5" March — Y3 Leading Ash Wednesday Mass 9.30am

Friday 7" March — Y2 Scooter Training

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 14" February — Mufti Day Valentine theme ‘Wear what you love'
Friday 14" February — Cake Sale Valentine theme

Tuesday 4" March — Pancake Breakfast

Friday 14" March - Mufti Day for Easter prizes for bingo

Saturday 29" March — Easter themed family bingo

Wednesday 2" April — Movie Night

Friday 4™ April — Mufti Day Easter theme

Saturday, 17" May — Caribbean themed event

Saturday, 28" June — Summer Fair



School News

Children’s Mental Health Week

The theme for 2025 was Know Yourself, Grow Yourself, with the aim to equip and empower children and young
people across the UK to embrace self-awareness and explore what it means to them. Mrs Derby gave an
assembly to the while school on Monday.

Year 1 and Year 2 joined together on Wednesday afternoon and worked together on different activities from
learning a song called | am enough, to doodling, drawing their faces when they have different emotions, to
filling in a flower all about themselves. Year 1 and Year 2 had a great time together. It was important for them
to understand how getting to know themselves can help them build resilience, grow and develop.

Year 2 have also been doing different activities related to
this year's theme such as what matters to me, what makes
me special and unique, who listens to me, | am enough,
talking about people and things that are worthy to us as well
as goals we are worthy working on.

The more we understand about ourselves, the better we're
prepared to tackle life's ups and downs.




Art and DT

Last summer Mary Mags were invited to submit children's artwork to
inspire the artist of the mural for Barnes station and the artist took
inspiration from Lucia and Amelia's paintings of Barnes Bridge and
the Thames.

Today, Lucia, Amelia, and Mrs Black attended the official opening of
the mural (and the new lifts!) at Barnes station. It was wonderful to
be part of this historic moment and join with other local schools and
organisations within the Barnes community.

Sports update

Some of our Year 3&4 Girls competed in a football tournament on Wednesday. Despite the other schools having a lot
of experienced players, our girls played with such spirit and determination and was competitive in every game.

Library News

We are so excited that the children are visiting the library regularly now and are able to borrow all of the wonderful
new books very generously funded by the PTA.

We thought that now would be a good time to ask if you could please have a look at home to see if you have any
outstanding library books from previous years that could be returned to your class teacher.

We are also asking for donations to increase the range of books we can offer based on some requests we've had from
the children. We would like to please ask for books that are in very good condition from the following authors/series:

= Daisy and the Trouble with - series by Kes Gray
= |ottie Brooks - series by Katie Kirby

= Middle School - series by James Patterson

= Tom Gates - series by Liz Pichon

= Dork Diaries - series by Rachel Renee Russell

= Harry Potter - series by J K Rowling

=  Dreadwood - series by Jennifer Killick

= Diary of a Wimpy Kid - series by Jeff Kinney

=  Max and Chaffy - series by Jamie Smart

=  Billy and the Mini Monsters - series by Zanna
Davidson

We are also looking for books by Jacqueline Wilson (her newer titles), Hannah Gold, Ben Miller, Tom Fletcher
and any comic-style books. For non-fiction, any books about football or the Guinness World Records. And
finally, any copies of Julia Donaldson or other popular children's picture books (like the ElImer series, Giraffes
Can't Dance, The Everywhere Bear, The Paper Dolls, Paddington etc).

The PTA will be collecting books in the playground at pick-up and drop-off after half term. Please look for us
near the gates.

We thank you in advance for all of your support!



Road Safety

We are all aware that St Mary Magdalen’s is located in a tight
cul-de-sac, in a residential road. It is of the utmost importance
that our school enjoys a good relationship with its neighbours
but more importantly the safety of children and local
pedestrians is our top priority. We are concerned lately about
the less than considerate behaviour by some parents coming
to the school, particularly if they are running late.

We are regularly receiving complaints from residents of
Worple Street about parents/carers dropping off or collecting 2
children. Drivers reversing down the length of Worple Street, ™/
turning cars, engines being left running, and not adhering to e
the School Street’s Initiative are the main sources of
complaint.

We would kindly ask parents/carers to consider the safety of the children at our school, and respect the local
residents by walking to school when possible, if you have to drive, by parking at the railway end of the road and
walking down the road to drop-off or collect children. Please do not leave your engines running while you are
waiting. If you do find that you need to reverse on Worple Street, please exercise the greatest of care. This is
especially important with children crossing the road between parked cars at the beginning and end of the school
day. Accidents are very possible when reversing and some parked cars have been damaged in the past.

Thank you for your consideration and helping to ensure the safety of our pupils and to protect the reputation of
our school

Attendance and Punctuality
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If children are regularly late, a parent will be expected to attend a
meeting to look at how punctuality can be improved. We are very
happy to work with both children and families to improve attendance
and punctuality.




Use of scooters and bikes on school grounds

Please do not cycle or scoot through the school grounds. This can be very dangerous, particularly with children who
have gone ahead of their parents or carers. Please make sure your children only get on their bikes or scooters once
they are outside the school ground and once they are supervised.

Free School Meals

The government provides free school meals for all pupils in reception to year 2 who attend state funded
primary schools. The Greater London Authority has provided funding to local authorities to extend this
entitlement to year groups 3 to 6. This funding has now been extended until July 2025.

In both cases, children will receive the entitlements automatically, but it is really important for parents on a
low income, or who are in receipt of certain benefits, to apply for mean-tested free school meals in order
for your child's school to receive extra funding. And you will receive school holiday food vouchers and FUEL
support - FUEL - Holiday Activities and Food Programme

If eligible for benefit-related free school meals, our school will get additional funding through the Pupil
Premium - up to £1,455. That's extra money to spend on enrichment activities, teacher development and
targeted support for the children that need it most.

Pupils receiving, or whose parents are receiving, one or more of the following benefits can apply:

e Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by
earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

e Income Support

e Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of
no more than £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

For queries and to apply for free school meals, contact the school office directly or email admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk - All information will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Read the NRPF guidance which explains who these groups are and how schools can verify their eligibility and
award free school meals.


https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/fuel-holiday-activities-and-food-programme
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities/providing-free-school-meals-to-families-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf

News from the PTA

We will be hosting a Caribbean event on May 17th! Stay tuned for more information, and please save the date for the
Summer Fair on Saturday, June 28th.

If anyone can help by making homemade crepe-style pancakes for the pancake breakfast, please fill out the form sent
out via WhatsApp.

Legoland Offer

Don’t forget to sign up for the discounted Legoland tickets if you’d like to go on the Inset Day on June 20th. A
payment Link will be sent around soon for those who have signed up via the WhatsApp message.

Your School Lottery

If you don’t already play the school lottery and would like to you can sign up here:
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school

Community News

Museum of Richmond

Looking for a great way to entertain the kids (and yourself!) for a few hours over half term? Head over to the
Museum for various history workshops and FREE craft sessions. There is lots going on this February — don’t miss out!

HALF TERM FAMILY WORKSHOPS: Uncover the secrets of Victorian

Richmond and step back in time with your whole family! sl MUSEUM of.- . g
RICHMOND ‘.:_,‘:/// ‘s

5 SECRETS OF V)

FREE CRAFTS: Join us from 1pm every weekday and 10am every
Saturday whenever the Museum is open. No booking required—just
show up and dive into the fun!

FREE TRAILS: Step into a world of discovery with Lizzie and Harry as
your guides! They are here to lead your family on an epic journey
through the Museum—full of fun, puzzles, and surprises. In February,
explore the Museum and join Lizzie and Harry on a journey through
Richmond’s love stories—people, places, and treasures cherished for
centuries! Find the clues, uncover a secret word, claim your prize,
and celebrate love in Richmond’s history



https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school

FREE maths courses for adults and short workshops

Kingston Adult Education has a number of new workshops and short courses taking place this term that we think
might be of interest to you:

e FREE maths courses for adults to grow your numeracy confidence and help you to better support your
children with their maths school work.

e A series of two-hour Saturday family workshops where you (or another adult) and your child can spend quality
time together while learning. Workshops cost £20 for one adult and one child and activities include cookery,
computing, Italian and art, and jewellery making.

See this brochure for further details about these courses as well as Kingston Adult Education’s wider offering:
bit.ly/KAE-Spring2025

Their classes take place both online and at centres across the Royal Borough of Kingston.
For further information, please contact Kingston Adult Education directly on 020 8547 6700 or at
adult.education@kingston.gov.uk

Free Pilates course for parents in Mortlake

Join a FREE* Pilates for Parents course.
*Free to learners earning below the London Living Wage (currently £27.007.50)

Focus on your physical and mental health, improve your strength and flexibility, have fun and make friends.

Mondays from 13:00 to 14:15 Starts 10 February for 7 weeks at Parent Champions Cafe, Powerstation Youth Centre,
121a Mortlake High St, London, SW14 8SN.

Please bring your own yoga mat or towel, only a few available for loan on site. For further information and to enrol
please use

to view flyer.

Learn to Swim this Half Term Holiday

Children can learn to swim this half term holiday with a wide range of crash courses available at Teddington
Pools and Fitness Centre.

Bookings can be made by calling on 020 37722999 or at the in person at the centre reception.

Please see for more information


https://bit.ly/KAE-Spring2025
mailto:adult.education@kingston.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/KAE-MMM2425
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rk-ctJrByvC9UJjIQQzrriKBLmrzxns6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/feel_good_swim_school#Half_term_and_holiday_activities

Final thought ......

As long as you keep going,

you’ll keep getting better!




