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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

31%t January 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

| know we are in the spring term but the weather certainly doesn’t feel ‘spring like’ at the moment! Nonetheless,
despite the weather, the children have been working hard in class and trying their best.

This week we met with several other schools for a writing moderation session. This is when we compare English
books with other schools from each year group. I’'m delighted to share that St Mary Mags received many
compliments from other schools about the standard and presentation of writing in our English books. Well done to
the children and staff.

Earlier in the week, the children in Y1 and Y3 visited Barnes Common for a nature walk and Y5 visited the British
Museum. All the children were brilliantly behaved and represented the school really well. Thank you also to the
volunteers who make these trips possible.

Have a good weekend, thank you for your continued support.
Mr M Brannigan

Prayer of the Week

God, our loving Father,
In this Jubilee year,
you remind us of our call to love creation.
Help us to work together
to replant, repair, and renew.
Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.

Jesus, our light,
In this Jubilee year,
you remind us of our call to love our neighbours
and to set free those who suffer.
Help us to treat everyone with dignity;
to be fair, forgiving and kind.
Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.

Holy Spirit, our inspiration,
In this Jubilee year, you remind us of our call to grow in faith and love.
Help us to hear you in scripture, to see Jesus in others,
and to be united as God’s global family.
Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.



Pupil of the Week

Reception — Madison - for working really hard in all her lessons and for coming to school always ready to learn.

Year 1 — Xander — for excellent work on his phonics and writing this week, especially when working independently.
Year 2 — Charlotte — for being motivated to work independently and for working particularly hard to improve her
writing and maths.

Year 3 — Evie — for showing consistent kindness and thoughtfulness towards others and for demonstrating excellent
communication and collaboration skills.

Year 4 — Abbey — for always being respectful, kind and dedicated to her learning. She is an outstanding role model for
her class.

Year 5 — Abigail — for outstanding writing, using interesting vocabulary, figurative language and applying new writing
techniques.

Year 6 — Evie- for increased confidence and willingness to participate and contribute in class discussions.

School Diary Dates

Tuesday 4™ February — Reception-Y6 National Child Measurement Programme

Thursday 6™ February — Year 3-4 Girl’s Football vs Ham (selected students)

Friday 7" February — Y4 Class Assembly 9am

Monday 10" February — NO CLUBS THIS WEEK only morning squad (football Tuesday & netball Wednesday)
Monday 10%" February — Year 5 Christ’s Hospital Maths Challenge at the Guildhall (selected students)
Tuesday 11" February — Parent’s Evening 3.40pm-5.40pm

Tuesday 11" February — Y5-6 Netball match vs St Osmund’s School (selected students)

Wednesday 12" February — Y3 Printmaking workshop Orleans House Gallery

Wednesday 12% February — Y5-6 Football match vs Thomson House (selected students)

Thursday 13" February — Borough Swimming Gala (selected students)

Thursday 13" February — Parent’s Evening 5.00pm-7.00pm

Friday 14" February — Y2 Class Assembly 9am

Friday 14" February - Y5-6 Football match vs Lowther (selected students)

Friday 14 February — End of term school closes at 3.20pm

Monday 24" February — Second half of term starts

Monday 24" February — Y2-Y5 CAFOD workshop

Wednesday 26" February Y5 Class mass 9.30am

Wednesday 26 February Y4 Trip Barnes Common

Thursday 27" February Junior Choir Singing Festival workshop

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 14" February — Mufti Day Valentine theme ‘Wear what you love'
Friday 14" February — Cake Sale Valentine theme

Tuesday 4" March — Pancake Breakfast

Friday 14" March - Mufti Day for Easter prizes for bingo

Saturday 29" March — Easter themed family bingo

Wednesday 2" April — Movie Night

Friday 4™ April — Mufti Day Easter theme



School News

Year 1 — Barnes Common

Despite the rain, Year 1 had a lovely time on their trip to Barnes common this week. They learned about trees and
seeds, made their own pictures out of natural materials and got to hide raisins in the woods like birds! They're
looking forward to the next two Barnes common trips!

Year 3 — Barnes Common

On Tuesday Y3 went on a Learning Walk to Barnes Common. For our first activity each group was tasked with using our
senses to collect six different things in an eggbox — something we didn’t know, something we knew the name of,
something we’ve never seen before, something we recognised, something that changes in appearance throughout the
year, and something colourful that represents the season we are in.

After talking about these items as a class we went off into the woods and made a list of adjectives to describe nature on
our walk, collecting verbs to describe the movement of animals and plants as well as some nouns that we encountered
along the way.




Year 5 - British Museum

On Monday, Year 5 visited the British Museum to complement our studies in history and art. Although our scheduled
workshop was cancelled by the museum, we still gained a lot from the visit. We enjoyed a self-led tour on the Anglo-
Saxons, learned about the Benin Bronzes, and spent the afternoon examining and sketching the patterns and motifs
from the Ancient Greek vases on display, which we will use for our upcoming art projects.

The class were great ambassadors for the school, with outstanding manners and remaining engaged throughout the
visit. Well done!

Attendance and Punctuality

Thank you to the many parents who ensure that their children attend
regularly and arrive on time at school. Attendance is incredibly EVERY DAY

important to the education of our children and makes a big difference School and starts with good attendance!
to a child’s ability to do well at school. We cannot be complacent
where there are instances of unacceptable, low pupil attendance, or if

pupils are regularly late to school. 100%

OUTSTANDING

However, whilst we are promoting excellent attendance and
punctuality, we do recognise that children get ill, families have
challenging times, and we also recognise that on rare occasions you
can have something that prevents you being in school on time.

Please do not think we’ve lost any of our compassion for these
circumstances because we haven’t. We are very happy to work with
both children and families to improve attendance and punctuality.
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Lost Property

Lost property is stored in a box near the entrance of the Reception classroom. Children and parents are welcome to
search for lost items at the beginning and the end of the day. Items not collected or named, will be bagged ready to
be donated to charity or recycled. Please help this weekend by naming all clothing - particularly coats, jumpers,
cardigans, and hats, as well as water bottles and lunch boxes.

Club News

At the heart of our ambition for St Mary Magdalen’s Primary School is our commitment to providing the very best for
all children to enjoy and achieve. This includes having the widest possible range of opportunities both within and
beyond the curriculum. We offer extra-curricular opportunities through various types of provision delivered by school
staff, external providers and independent clubs. Please either contact the club directly via the link or ask the School
Office for more information. School website club link

Club Day Time Year Contact
Group
Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410
French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol
Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 E;Ez:ﬁi(r.it:jzixft:;t‘ggsl./iO/Sch00|/St-marv-m§gda|ens-
Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login
Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login
Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login
Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app)
Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com
Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025.
Funtech/Lego Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login
Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club
Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login
Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk
Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login

News from the PTA

Legoland Offer

Don’t forget to sign up for the discounted Legoland tickets if you’d like to go on the Inset Day on June 20th. A
payment Link will be sent around soon for those who have signed up via the WhatsApp message.

Your School Lottery

If you don’t already play the school lottery and would like to you can sign up here:
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school



https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/parents/school-clubs/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-mary-magdalens-roman-catholic-primary-school
https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410
http://www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
https://englandsportsgroup.pembee.app/listing/school-classes?filters=625ed96cd5b270b4a473c061-628c975394865eea08c32525_62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc25-62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc2b
mailto:bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/223467534952362
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login

Community News

Museum of Richmond

Looking for a great way to entertain the kids (and yourself!) for a few hours over half term? Head over to the
Museum for various history workshops and FREE craft sessions. There is lots going on this February — don’t miss out!

HALF TERM FAMILY WORKSHOPS: Uncover the secrets of Victorian
Richmond and step back in time with your whole family! Get hands-
on with fascinating Victorian objects from our Museum’s collection—
each one a mystery waiting to be solved.

FREE CRAFTS: Join us from 1pm every weekday and 10am every
Saturday whenever the Museum is open. No booking required—just
show up and dive into the fun! We've got everything you need, from
materials to easy-to-follow instruction sheets, all ready for you to
jump in and start creating. In February, make little woven little love
tokens to show the special people in in your life, to show them how
much you care!

FREE TRAILS: Step into a world of discovery with Lizzie and Harry as
your guides! They are here to lead your family on an epic journey
through the Museum—full of fun, puzzles, and surprises. In February,
explore the Museum and join Lizzie and Harry on a journey through
Richmond’s love stories—people, places, and treasures cherished for
centuries! Find the clues, uncover a secret word, claim your prize,
and celebrate love in Richmond’s history

FREE maths courses for adults and short workshops

= RICHMOND

Museum of Richmond, Secand floor, Old Town Hall,
Whittaker Avenus, Richmond, TW9 1TP
www.museumafrichmond.com/families
learning@museumotrichmond.com

020 8332 1241

Kingston Adult Education has a number of new workshops and short courses taking place this term that we think

might be of interest to you:

e FREE maths courses for adults to grow your numeracy confidence and help you to better support your

children with their maths school work.

¢ A series of two-hour Saturday family workshops where you (or another adult) and your child can spend quality
time together while learning. Workshops cost £20 for one adult and one child and activities include cookery,

computing, Italian and art, and jewellery making.

See this brochure for further details about these courses as well as Kingston Adult Education’s wider offering:

bit.ly/KAE-Spring2025

Their classes take place both online and at centres across the Royal Borough of Kingston.
For further information, please contact Kingston Adult Education directly on 020 8547 6700 or at

adult.education@kingston.gov.uk



https://bit.ly/KAE-Spring2025
mailto:adult.education@kingston.gov.uk

Free Pilates course for parents in Mortlake

Join a FREE* Pilates for Parents course.
*Free to learners earning below the London Living Wage (currently £27.007.50)

Focus on your physical and mental health, improve your strength and flexibility, have fun and make friends.

Mondays from 13:00 to 14:15 Starts 10 February for 7 weeks at Parent Champions Cafe, Powerstation Youth Centre,
121a Mortlake High St, London, SW14 8SN.

Please bring your own yoga mat or towel, only a few available for loan on site. For further information and to enrol
please use

to view flyer.

Learn to Swim this Half Term Holiday

Children can learn to swim this half term holiday with a wide range of crash courses available at Teddington
Pools and Fitness Centre.

Bookings can be made by calling on 020 37722999 or at the in person at the centre reception.

Please see for more information

Mega Skip Day

Richmond Council is continuing to host a series of mega skip days in each area of the borough during 2025, where
local residents can get rid of bulky unwanted items for free.

The mega skip next Saturday 1 February will be placed in your community at the junction of Limes Field Road and
White Hart Lane, from 9am to 12pm. Residents can bring loads of things, like furniture or mattresses, electrical
appliances, black bags, etc. Items are then recycled. Any furniture that’s brought and still in good condition is taken
by local charity Richmond Furniture Scheme, who upcycle second-hand furniture and sell on for a discount.


http://bit.ly/KAE-MMM2425
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rk-ctJrByvC9UJjIQQzrriKBLmrzxns6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/sports/feel_good_swim_school#Half_term_and_holiday_activities

Final thought ......
Say "no" more often.

Our lives often get cluttered and busy when we say yes to
everything. By learning how to say no, we get back more of our
time and we take back power over our lives. So, take some time to
think about the things that you let into your life that don't need to
be there, and start saying no to them.




