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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

24 January 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

| really enjoyed watching the Year 5 assembly this week. The children were really confident! It was great to hear their
biographies of the inspirational Katherine Johnson, which was based on their work on the book Hidden Figures. Year
5 were also able to officially launch ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ in this Jubilee Year of 2025. The prayers and singing were really
moving. Well done for such a fantastic job! Thanks also to the rest of the children in the school for working so hard
this week.

Have a good weekend.
Mr M Brannigan

Prayer of the Week

Father in heaven,
May the faith you have given us
In your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
And the flame of charity enkindled
In our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
Reawaken in us the blessed hope
For the coming of your Kingdom



Pupil of the Week

Reception — Sadie — for working so hard in group activities this week, especially in maths.

Year 1 — Arlo — for working hard all week, particularly in his writing by using descriptive and interesting vocabulary.
Year 2 — Leo — for working persistently hard in all subjects and for showing an excellent attitude towards his learning.
Year 3 — Luke W — for working really well in his English lesson group, contributing great vocabulary and phrases about
the main character of The Tin Forest.

Year 4 —Tilly — for being a kind and thoughtful friend and for working hard in class.

Year 5 — the Whole Class — for a fantastic class assembly.

Year 6 — Evie-Rose — for being a kind, enthusiastic, positive member of the class and for working hard on the speed
and accuracy of her work.

School Diary Dates

Monday 27" January — Y5 Trip The British Museum

Monday 27 January — Y1 & Y3 Trip Barnes Common

Tuesday 4™ February — Reception — Y6 National Child Measurement Programme

Thursday 6™ February — Year 3-4 Girl’s Football Tournament @ Ham (selected students)

Friday 7" February — Y4 Class Assembly

Monday 10t February — NO CLUBS THIS WEEK only morning squad (football Tuesday & netball Wednesday)
Monday 10% February — Year 5 Christ’s Hospital Maths Challenge at the Guildhall (selected students)
Tuesday 11" February — Parent’s Evening 3.40pm-5.40pm

Tuesday 11" February — Y5-6 Netball match vs St Osmund’s School (selected students)

Wednesday 12" February — Y3 Printmaking workshop Orleans House Gallery

Wednesday 12" February — Y5-6 Football match vs Thomson House (selected students)

Thursday 13" February — Parent’s Evening 5.00pm-7.00pm

Friday 14" February — Y2 Class Assembly 9am

Friday 14 February - Y5-6 Football match vs Lowther (selected students)

PTA Diary Dates
Friday 14" February — Mufti Day Valentine Theme ‘Wear what you love'

Friday 14" February — Cale Sale Valentine Theme



School News

Reception

On Monday Reception baked bread, inspired by our literacy text The Little Red Hen. We spoke about the importance
of hand washing and then identified the ingredients we needed. We took turns to pour each ingredient in and then
used the wooden spoon and our hands to mix it altogether! We then shared the dough out equally before kneading
it. The children enjoyed poking, stretching, twisting, patting, folding, rolling and moulding their dough. Thank you to
Lulu’s mum for helping us!

Year 4

On Monday, the Year 4s embarked on an exciting live virtual workshop all about the Amazon Rainforest! Through
interactive activities, they explored the wonders of this incredible ecosystem, discovering its unique wildlife, vibrant
culture, and importance to our planet.

As part of the experience, the children wrote thoughtful postcards addressed to children living in the Amazon,
sharing their curiosity and learning while building connections across the globe. It was a day full of creativity,
discovery, and meaningful engagement with the world beyond their classroom!




Year 5

On Friday, Year 5 presented a fantastic class assembly to the whole school and their parents. Friday 24th January
2025 is the official schools launch of the Jubilee Year 2025 and Year 5 gave a superb introduction to Pope Francis' call
to all of us to celebrate. Year 5 explained that Pope Francis has asked us to celebrate this year with a deep faith, lively
hope and active charity. They explained that this means he wants each one of us to celebrate by trusting in God,
looking forward with hope, and showing love to others through kind and caring actions.

Year 5 also presented their biographies on the life and work of the inspirational NASA mathematician, Katherine
Johnson. These were taken from their English work based on the book 'Hidden Figures'. They read their beautifully
written biographies of Katherine and we rounded off by watching a moving tribute to her from NASA. Watch the
short NASA film here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKxgieXQ82w

Year 5 couldn't finish their assembly without letting everybody know about the 'planet parade' which is
currently visible in the night sky. Find out more about the rare planetary alignment from the BBC
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUgTGGz9Knl



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKxgieXQ82w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUqTGGz9KnI

Sports Update

Last week, the netball team drew their league match Lowther 6 - 6 against Lowther. Grace was player of the match.

Well done Grace and all the squad!

Attendance

Our school places great importance on good attendance and
punctuality.

We know that a child’s attendance has a direct impact on their
learning. Those children who are regularly absent from school and
regularly late do not achieve their potential and do fall behind in
class. Please support the school in this by ensuring that your child
attends school regularly and arrives ready to learn and on time at
8.40am.

Attendance matters! It is important that your child gets to school
on time and aims for 100% attendance!
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School Lunches

A reminder that all hot lunches are free for children in Reception to Y6. Especially on these cold days, it’s great to get
a hot meal provided for free.

Winter lliness on the increase

Flu and norovirus cases are on the increase. Parents and carers are reminded to encourage good hygiene habits such
as using a tissue to catch coughs and sneezes, as well as regular hand washing to help protect against these illnesses.

Flu vaccination helps to protect against infection and severe disease. School aged children who have missed getting
the flu jab, can still get it. Parents/carers can call the school vaccination team on 0203 691 1019 or 0203 691 1043 to
arrange a flu jab.

for more information.

Clothing

As the weather is changing, please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the current conditions with
cardigans, jumpers, coats, hats and gloves if needed. Please make sure all these items are labeled with your
child’s name.

Club News

We are very lucky to offer a wide range of clubs at St Mary Magdalen’s Primary and hope that you child has the
chance to enjoy and benefit from these opportunities. Here are a few clubs that still have spaces. Please either
contact the club directly via the link or ask the School Office for more information. School website club link

Club Day Time Year Contact
Group
Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410
French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol
Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 :;ﬁzl/if;it:qzixf:;g;sl./io/school/st—marv»ma el
Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login
Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login
Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login
Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app)
Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com
Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025.
Funtech/Lego Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login
Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club
Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login
Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk
Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parents-and-carers-urged-to-help-children-start-new-year-healthy
https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/parents/school-clubs/
https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410
http://www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
https://englandsportsgroup.pembee.app/listing/school-classes?filters=625ed96cd5b270b4a473c061-628c975394865eea08c32525_62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc25-62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc2b
mailto:bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/223467534952362
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login

News from the PTA

We are very excited to offer discounted Legoland tickets! A sign-up sheet was sent around via WhatsApp.

Community News

Mega Skip Day

Richmond Council is continuing to host a series of mega skip days in each area of the borough during 2025, where
local residents can get rid of bulky unwanted items for free.

The mega skip next Saturday 1 February will be placed in your community at the junction of Limes Field Road and
White Hart Lane, from 9am to 12pm. Residents can bring loads of things, like furniture or mattresses, electrical
appliances, black bags, etc. Items are then recycled. Any furniture that’s brought and still in good condition is taken
by local charity Richmond Furniture Scheme, who upcycle second-hand furniture and sell on for a discount.

Cost of Living Support

The increase in the cost of living is having a wide impact on families. This can be especially hard at this time of year.
Richmond Council has a Cost of Living Hub on their website with useful information about support available in the
local area as well as advice on reducing bills:

https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/cost of living hub

Final thought ......

The habits for good health are delightfully simple:

move your body,
eat real foods and

live a life of beauty



https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/cost_of_living_hub

