
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
17th January 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Pope Francis has declared this year a Jubilee Year of Hope and we are really invigorated by all the plans of hope we 
have to keep the spirit of Christ, living in each one of us, alive! We will be sharing activities around the Year of Hope 
as we progress through 2025. 
 
The children in Year 6 led the opening Mass of 2025.  Thank you for doing a wonderful job. Thanks also to all the 
children for their wonderful singing in church on Wednesday. 
 
As you are aware, the school was inspected at the end of last term.  As a school community we were all delighted 
with the outstanding rating. Please take some time to read the report (if you haven’t already) which is available on 
our website. 
 
We look forward to a hopeful and kind term ahead. 

Have a good weekend. 
Mr M Brannigan 

 
 

Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Bonnie – for fantastic progress in phonics and for listening well to her teachers. 
Year 1 – Latoya – for excellent work in maths and writing this week. 
Year 2 - Josiah - for working incredibly hard, for always trying his best and for showing an excellent attitude to 
learning and for persevering when he encounters difficulties. 
Year 3 – Digby – for excellent effort this week, particularly in English, writing an atmospheric description of the 
opening setting of The Tin Forest. 
Year 4 – Luke – for showing incredible dedication and perseverance, especially in handwriting this week. 
Year 5 – William - for perseverance in Maths this week and confident practising for our class assembly next week. 
Year 6 –  Rosa - for her English writing, improving her vocabulary, and using a range of descriptive techniques 
 
 



 
School Diary Dates 

Monday 20th January – Y4 Workshop The Rainforest (virtual am session) 
Thursday 23rd January – Y5 & Y6 Netball vs East Sheen (selected students) 
Thursday 23rd January – Y4 RMT Wider Opportunities programme starts – Clarinet  
Friday 24th January – Y5 Class Assembly  
Friday 24th January – Y4 Workshop The Rainforest (virtual pm session) 
Monday 27th January – Y5 Trip The British Museum  
Monday 27th January – Y1 & Y3 Trip Barnes Common  
Thursday 30th January - Y4 RMT Wider Opportunities programme starts – Clarinet  
Tuesday 4th February – Reception – Y6 National Child Measurement Programme 
Friday 7th February – Y4 Class Assembly  
 

PTA Diary Dates 

 

Friday 14th February – Mufti Day Valentine Theme ‘Wear what you love' 

Friday 14th February – Cale Sale Valentine Theme  

 
School News 
 
Try Something New - Join a Club! 
  
The start of a new year is the perfect time to try something new, and what better way to do that than by joining one 
of our fantastic school clubs? Clubs are a wonderful way for children to develop skills, meet new friends, and explore 
their interests outside of the classroom. But let’s not forget the importance of creativity, which is one of our core 
school values. Creativity helps children to think differently, express themselves, and grow their confidence - and 
we’ve got some amazing clubs to inspire their imaginations.   
 
Here are a few clubs that still have spaces. Please either contact the club directly via the link or ask the School Office 
for more information. School website club link 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Day Time 
Year 
Group 

Contact 

Basketball Monday 7.45-8.45 Y3-6 https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410 

French Monday Lunchtime Rec-Y6 www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol 

Inventors Monday 3.30-4.30 Y2-6 
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-
catholic-primary-school/  

Netball Monday 3.30-4.30 Y5-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Infant Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Rec-Y2 www.scopay.com/login 

Junior Choir Tuesday Lunchtime Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Gymnastics Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y2 England Sports Group (pembee.app)  

Art Tuesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com  

Chess Wednesday Lunchtime R-Y6 School Chess Club Registration Spring 2025. 

Funtech/Lego Wednesday 3.30-4.30 R-Y6 www.scopay.com/login 

Touch Typing Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6 sybille@typequest.club 

Ukulele Thursday 8.00-8.30 Y3-6 www.scopay.com/login 

Technokids Thursday Lunchtime Y1-6 www.technokids.co.uk 

Karate Thursday 3.30-4.30 Y1-6 www.scopay.com/login 

     
 

https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/parents/school-clubs/
https://knights-basketball.classforkids.io/term/410
http://www.schullerlanguages.com/enrol
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
https://uk.theinventors.io/school/st-mary-magdalens-catholic-primary-school/
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
https://englandsportsgroup.pembee.app/listing/school-classes?filters=625ed96cd5b270b4a473c061-628c975394865eea08c32525_62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc25-62665ccf9a72fd1e936abc2b
mailto:bonneideeplaygroup@hotmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/223467534952362
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login
http://www.scopay.com/login


 

Breakfast Club  
 
Our school Breakfast Club is available every day from 7.50-8.40am. The sessions include breakfast (cereal, juice and 
toast) and the chance to take part in activities before school starts. It can be booked in advance via SCOpay and costs 
£5 per session.  When you arrive from 7.50am please ring the breakfast club bell on the RIGHT side of the entrance 
door to school to alert the team. 

https://www.scopay.com/login 
 
Year 2  
 
On Friday 10th January, Year 2 had a History workshop - "The Great Fire of London".  The children were greeted by a 
knowledgeable and experienced facilitator. They were invited to travel back in time to 1666. There they met Mary 
Porter, resident of Pudding Lane and eyewitness to the infamous 'Great Fire' that devastated the city of London. 
Through bringing Pudding Lane to life and visiting Thomas Farriner's bakery, Year 2 discovered how the fire started 
and spread and experienced for themselves what it was like to escape the city and flee to safety. Using their ideas 
and ingenuity, Year 2 experimented with how best to put out the fire and help Christopher Wren with his plans to 
rebuild London. It was an interactive session offering children ample opportunity to take on roles and learn about this 
important historical event through dramatic re-enactment. 
 
Year 2 had a great time, gathered a lot of information and Loved learning all about the Great Fire of London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.scopay.com/login


Year 2  

 
On Monday 13th January, Year 2 had a Materials workshop- The Science Machine - Material. The facilitator was in 
role as an eccentric scientist and the children had to show their knowledge and enthusiasm about science and pass 
tasks like outwitting a disgruntled monster to save the professor's science machine from imploding! The workshop 
was very interactive. The children did different activities to learn about materials. They specifically enjoyed trialling 
different materials to see if they were waterproof or not and choosing what material is best to make a waterproof 
raincoat.  The children had a great time, showed a lot of enthusiasm and the facilitator was impressed with their 
scientific knowledge so awarded the whole class a science knowledge certificate. Well done Year 2! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 3  
 
Earlier this week Year 3 were fortunate to be visited by the instructors from Richmond’s Road Safety Team who took 
them in small groups on two walks of approximately 30 minutes each.  They have practised: 

• walking safely on the pavement, keeping away from the road; 

• choosing a safe place to cross the road, in a straight line, onto a clear pavement; 

• making sure they can see clearly and be seen by all road users; 

• crossing with care, at a safe time; and 

• using pedestrian crossing points to cross busy roads. 
 
After successfully completing the training everyone was awarded a Richmond Safe Walking Certificate.  Children learn 
by example so do set a good example for them and continue to practise safe walking with them to prepare them for 
walking independently when they are older. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
Art and DT  

Year 6 have been working in teams over the past half term to design and create miniature playgrounds for their latest 
DT project. The children learned new skills, including using hand saws and hot glue guns, to build playgrounds based 
on specific design criteria. They then prepared oral presentations for the class and created a gallery for their 
Reception buddies to view and critique. Finally, they worked with their Reception buddies to create ‘dolly peg’ people 
to play in the playgrounds.    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Assembly 
 
On Wednesday the school had the pleasure of iRock visiting the school for an assembly; an organisation that 
specialises in providing musical lessons for schools and recreationally. Rory from iRock was kind enough to come and 
perform some songs and even chose children to come up and play instruments, to create a piece of music. It was a 
lovely experience for the children to understand not only how easy music can be to create, but also how important it 
can be for allowing children to express themselves.  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGcdigkO_c/fIWwaiJ8kZmYK2E6ZxDRPA/watch?utm_content=DAGcdigkO_c&utm_campaign=designshare&u
tm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf14fea4862 

 

News from the PTA 

Thank you very much to everyone who donated lovely gifts today. We appreciate your generosity, and the 

gifts will be used as prizes for future events.  

 
 

   

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGcdigkO_c/fIWwaiJ8kZmYK2E6ZxDRPA/watch?utm_content=DAGcdigkO_c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf14fea4862
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGcdigkO_c/fIWwaiJ8kZmYK2E6ZxDRPA/watch?utm_content=DAGcdigkO_c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf14fea4862


 
Parent Information/Workshops 
 
Supporting children back to routine 
 
Your child may have got out of a routine for school during the holidays, but here is what you can do to help establish 
new, positive routines to help them readjust. 
 
Routine Activities  
Encourage your child to have a similar set of activities that they do each morning after they wake up. Talk to your 
child about the importance of a routine. It may even help to give examples of the ways you or other adults use 
routines in their days to help explain how this can help to create stability. Remember to remind your child that it’s 
okay if it doesn’t always work out, and that there’s always tomorrow to try again.  
 
Role Modelling  
Encourage your child to get dressed out of their pyjamas each day by modelling this yourself. It might also help to 
choose clothes with them the day before and lay these out ready for them to put on. Changing out of clothes they 
slept in can help your child feel ready for the day.  
 
Have some sort of a plan 
Try to plan activities where you can. This can either be for later that afternoon or even better for tomorrow or the 
rest of the week. Having something to look forward to can help to lift our mood and give some structure to each day. 
But it’s okay if it doesn’t work out as there are often reasons why our plans don’t happen as we want them to. 
Remember, lazy days also count as a plan! 
 
Look for activities  
Look for activities that your child/children would be interested in doing as a whole family.  
 
Family time 
Organise family time activities. This could involve games or other activities you can organise and do together, 
whether it's at the dinner table, on the bedroom floor or while you're taking a walk to the shops. They don’t have to 
require lots of effort to set up, cost lots of money or need technology. See some examples of fun activities you can do 
in nature. 
 
Sleep routines 
Encourage your child to use time in the evening to relax and connect with others. If your child is in the habit of going 
to sleep quite late then this may be impacting on them going to school. You may be finding that they are struggling to 
settle into a sleep routine for school. It can help to discuss bedtimes with your child by allowing for a realistic and 
gradual change. You could try to settle on a cut-off time for them getting into bed and then try to work this time 
backwards slowly.  

 
Safeguarding – Mobile Phones 

 
A lot of children have said that they got a phone for Christmas. If your child has one, then please ensure they are kept 
safe while they are using it. As a school, we deal with so many online issues that children are faced with. These areas 
are very complicated. As much as we teach the children the right way to use digital devices, it is very important that 
they have someone at home to monitor their usage.  
 
Some great advice here which may help you –  
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/keeping-your-child-safe-their-smartphone  

 
 
 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/fun-nature-activities-you-can-do-inside-or-garden
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/fun-nature-activities-you-can-do-inside-or-garden
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/keeping-your-child-safe-their-smartphone


 
Community News 
 
Food support in Richmond upon Thames 
 
Richmond Food Bank has four food distribution points in and near the borough. This service is provided by the 
Trussell Trust, a nationwide network helping to combat poverty and food hunger across the UK.  

Locations and opening times:  

• Castelnau Community Centre, Barnes, SW13 9AQ (Fridays 9.15 to 11.15am)  
• YMCA White House, Hampton, TW12 3RN (Tuesdays 9.30am to 4pm)  
• The Vineyard, Richmond, TW10 6AQ (Mondays and Thursdays 12.30 to 4pm)  
• Whitton Community Centre, TW2 6JL (Fridays 9.30am to 12.30pm)  
• St Michael's Fulwell, Wilcox Rd, Teddington, TW11 0SP (Wednesdays 2 to 4pm) 
• The PowerStation, 121 Mortlake High St, Mortlake, SW14 8SN (Monday 1 to 2.30pm) 

Telephone: 07516 935 655 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Final thought …… 
 

 

Get support 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Frichmond.foodbank.org.uk%2Fget-help%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010194474b0836-73e94893-78b0-4214-991e-24ec8e01622d-000000/xqLcBDDGUf1Cmz2B2wOz7NPs-ebE-ewUBHjvGctGepk=387

