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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

20th December 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

The Catholic Schools Inspectorate Report should now be with you. Please do take time to read the full report (it’s
only a few pages long). This type of inspection only takes place every 5 years and looks at many aspects of the school,
not just RE. It dawned on me yesterday that there are 9 categories and we managed to get 9 outstanding grades and
an overall judgement of outstanding. Well done to the children, staff, governors and the whole school community for
this magnificent achievement!

The staff and | would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a happy start to 2025!

Have a good weekend.
Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

Reception — Eoin Dowell, for always wanting to share his ideas and help his friends.

Year 1 — Ellie Shaw, for always thinking and for helping others and for being a great friend.

Year 2 — Izabela Pawlik, for working persistently hard and for always helping her friends and teachers.
Year 3 — The Whole Year 3, for singing with energy and enthusiasm at the Carol Concert

Year 4 — The Whole Class, for singing and speaking beautifully at the Carol Concert

Year 5 — Alexia Mummery for hard work all term.

Year 6 — Julio Araujo Filardi, for working hard across the curriculum and for making great improvements in
handwriting and presentation.

School Diary Dates

Monday 6 January — INSET day, school closed

Tuesday 7% January — First day of Spring Term

Tuesday 7% January — Open Morning — School Admissions 2025-26 9.30-10.30am
Friday 10" January — Y2 Workshop The Great Fire of London

Monday 13 January — Y2 Workshop The Science Machine

Monday 13 January — Y3 Safe Walking Training

Wednesday 15™ January — Whole School Mass led by Year 6



School Diary Dates - continued

Wednesday 15 January — Whole School iRock assembly

Friday 17" January — Y5 & Y6 Netball vs Lowther

Thursday 23™ January — Y5 & Y6 Netball vs East Sheen

Friday 24™ January — Y5 Class Assembly

Monday 27 January — Y5 Trip The British Museum

Monday 27 January — Y1 & Y3 Trip Barnes Common

Tuesday 4™ February — Reception — Y6 National Child Measurement Programme
Friday 7" February — Y4 Class Assembly

School News

Headteacher’s Tea Party

Our Headteacher's Tea Party recipients had a lovely time
discussing themes around The Common Good and Looking
After Each other. Well done everyone!

Thank you Volunteers!

Mr Brannigan and the team would like to say a huge thank you to our amazing volunteers who support us every week
listening to the children read, running the school library, attending sports fixtures and club coaches.
You are amazing and we’re so lucky to have you!

If anyone would like to join the team, please contact the school Office directly on admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Our Amazing PTA!

Everyone at St Mary Magdalen’s would also like to say a great big THANK YOU to our core PTA members and to
anyone who has volunteered to help at an event this term. Not only have you brought our community together but
you have also generated substantial funds to support our school’s initiatives. You really are making a difference
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Christmas Party Day!

Thursday was our annual Christmas party day. The children had lots of fun in their classes playing party
games, crafting, quizzing, eating treats, singing and dancing. A jolly time was had by all!

Year 1

This week Year 1 had their trip to Mortlake Green for their current geography unit. They explored the green, spotted
some animals and had fun at the playground! Once they were back at school, they then made their own maps and
pictograms based on information collected on the trip.

Year 2

Year 2 enjoyed different Christmas activities from baking cookies, to sewing stocking, writing Christmas cards and
making different decorations. The classroom was full of Christmas spirit and we all had a great time singing Christmas
carols and doing all the activities.




Year 4

This week, the Year 4s led a heart-warming carol service, filling the Church with festive cheer. Their confident
performances were truly inspiring! The entire Key Stage 2 joined in, singing beautifully and creating a magical
atmosphere that set the tone for the holiday season. Well done to all involved for making it such a memorable event
and thank you to everyone who attended.

Advent Liturgy

This week Year 2 led an Advent Liturgy for KS1 and the Pupil Chaplains led it for KS2. It was a great way to remember our
promises, pray and be altogether. The children read beautifully.

Thank you for Father Adrian for all his help and support in this.

Breakfast Club Early Opening

After listening to requests from some of our parents we have decided to open breakfast club at 7.50am from
Tuesday, 7™ January 2025. When you arrive from 7.50am please ring the breakfast club bell to alert the team.

Our school Breakfast Club is run by school staff in the hall every day from 7.50-8.40am. The sessions

include breakfast (cereal, juice and toast) and the chance to take part in activities before school starts. It can be
booked in advance via SCOpay and costs £5 per session. You will need to purchase the number of mornings you will
need and then go to your basket to make your purchase.

https://www.scopay.com/login
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Open Morning/Days — School Admissions 2025-2026

We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of
a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our last
scheduled open day is Tuesday 7th January 2025 - 9.30-10.30am. Please click here to book a place

News from the PTA

Laura Lin Wilkes Saves Christmas!

When Tesco delivery let the PTA down at the last minute by simply not turning up with all the supplies for the class
parties and movie night, Laura Lin Wilkes, mum to Amelia, year 6, and Noah, year 3, swooped in to help with a late-
night run to Asda. She really did save Christmas for all the children, and we want to say a massive thank you.

Cake Sales

Well done to all the years for their fabulous cake sales this term, which raised money for essential equipment for the
classes, such as whiteboard pens, whiteboards, glue sticks, pencils and exercise books.

Yr 6 cake sale £179

Yr 5 cake sale £194

Yr 4 cake sale £246

Yr 3 cake sale £226

Yr 2 cake sale £229.80
Yr 1 cake sale £196
Reception £219

Community News

Do you need help with your annual winter Fuel Bills?

Richmond upon Thames residents with low earnings and in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible for assistance
with fuel costs over the winter period. The Fuel Grant Scheme is open until Friday 17 January 2025 to allow low-
income households to apply for assistance with their fuel costs.



https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9
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