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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

13th December 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

Wow! What an amazing performance of the Nativity, from Reception and KS1, led by Year 2. The title of the
performance was ‘Simply the Nativity’ but their performance was simply the best! The children performed
magnificently. There was wonderful singing, jokes and the children delivered all their lines flawlessly. Well done
Reception, Year 1 and a special well done to Year 2. You were all amazing! Thanks to all the staff for preparing the
children so well. I look forward to the KS2 Carol Concert next week.

| would like to thank all the members of the PTA and volunteers for their efforts and fundraising in 2024. Thank you.
Together we can achieve great things at St Mary Magdalen’s.

Have a good weekend.
Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

Reception — The Whole Class, for excellent performance in the Nativity.
Year 1 — The Whole Class, for excellent performance in the Nativity.

Year 2 — The Whole Class, for exceptional performance in the Nativity.

Year 3 — Zoe Wallis-Jones, for being a kind and courteous member of Year 3.
Year 4 — Cristiano Gorges - for always showing kindness and trying his best.
Year 5 — Lucie Adamson for hard work all term.

Year 6 — Lucia Newbold for the ideas she has shared in English lessons.

School Diary Dates

Monday 16 December — Y1 Trip to Mortlake Green

Tuesday 17" December — Year 5 — 6 Swimming Gala Trials (selected students)
Wednesday 18" December — Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 18™ December — KS2 Christmas Carol Service — 5pm

Thursday 19*" December — Christmas Class Parties

Friday 20" December — End of term, school closes at 1pm

Monday 6 January — INSET day, school closed

Tuesday 7% January — First day of Spring Term

Friday 10%" January — Y2 Workshop The Great Fire of London

Monday 13 January — Y2 Workshop The Science Machine



PTA Diary Dates

December 17" — Pantomime Emperor’s New Clothes
December 19*" - Christmas movie night 3.20-5.15pm
December 20" - Mufti Day Christmas Jumper

School News

The Nativity

Well done to Reception and KS1 for their excellent Nativity this week with wonderful singing from all year
groups.

Year 2 — Geography Workshop

This week, Year 2 had a geography workshop ‘Crossing
Continents and Oceans’. They met the Earth Explorer,
an adventure-loving traveller who is fascinated by the
world and its people. The children joined the Earth
Explorer on their latest expedition — an epic tour of 7
continents and 5 oceans. Along the way, they

needed all their map-reading knowledge as they
conjured up compass points, located each of the
continents and oceans on a map, and found out
fascinating facts about the climates, cultures and
geographical features of the places they visited.

It was such a fun, dynamic workshop and the children
learned so many new things and had loads of fun.



Year 6 — St Georges Cathedral

Art and DT

Year 5 and 6 designed some beautiful Advent art with Mrs
Black for the Archdiocese of Southwark Education Service's
Christmas card competition and we are proud to announce
that Antonio was one of the two winners. His design will be
used on the Education Service's Christmas cards this year.

Sports Update

Netball Year 5 and Year 6

Last Friday, 6th December, Year 6 were invited to perform
at St Georges Cathedral, Southwark, as part of the Diocesan
Advent Service. They enjoyed retelling the story of the
shepherds when the angels shared the Good News of Jesus'
birth and they led the congregation in 'Angels we have
heard on High' which they sang beautifully.

The girls’s netball team were amazing today, beating Barnes Primary Barnes 9 — 6 in the league match.
Congratulations to the team and their amazing coaches Gemma, Zoe and Anne. See the team’s report below -

We played our first league match against Barnes Primary today. It was exceptionally hard as Barnes played very well
but we triumphed in the end. We won the match 9/6. Magda helped our team win and was awarded player of the

match! Report written by Matilda, Lucia, Magda and Emilia




Basketball Year 3 and Year 4

Congratulations to the year 3 and 4 basketball team who came second in a tournament at Christ’s school on
Thursday. A great team effort — well done basketballers!

Open Morning/Days — School Admissions 2025-2026

We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of
a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our last
scheduled open day is Tuesday 7th January 2025 - 9.30-10.30am. Please click here to book a place

Breakfast Club Early Opening

After listening to requests from some of our parents we have decided to open breakfast club at 7.50am from
Tuesday, 7™ January 2025. When you arrive from 7.50am please ring the breakfast club bell to alert the team.

Our school Breakfast Club is run by school staff in the hall every day from 7.50-8.40am. The sessions

include breakfast (cereal, juice and toast) and the chance to take part in activities before school starts. It can be
booked in advance via SCOpay and costs £5 per session. You will need to purchase the number of mornings you will
need and then go to your basket to make your purchase.

https://www.scopay.com/login

Coats, Cardigans and Jumpers Every Day

Although we’ve had a couple of milder days this week, please make sure to send you child(ren) to school
with a coat, cardigan or jumper every day.

Moving House — Keep us Informed

Please let us know if you are moving home, changing address (even temporarily) or if your contact or emergency
contact details have changed. It is important that the information we hold is kept up to date. Please email admin@st-
marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk with any changes.

Simple steps to keep your child healthy this winter

With flu and norovirus cases on the rise, here are some simple steps to help keep your child healthy this winter.

1. Teach good hygiene habits: Encourage children to wash their hands regularly and use a tissue to catch coughs and
sneezes to stop the spread of germs.

2. Know when to keep your child at home: Children can still attend school with symptoms such as a runny nose, sore
throat or slight cough, but should stay home if they have a high temperature, diarrhoea and vomiting. Read NHS
guidance to help you decide.


https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9
https://www.scopay.com/login
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

News from the PTA

Christmas Movie Night

The last few Tickets are available on SCOPAY! The selected movie is HOME ALONE! The ticket includes a hotdog,
popcorn, and hot chocolate. :)

Parent Information/Workshops

Help Keep your Children Safe online.

If you are buying electronic devises for Christmas, please set all the safeguards in place BEFORE giving the present.
The following QR codes will help

Setting parental safeguards on your child’s devices

If you're viewing this on a screen, tap (or click) the appropriate icon below.
If you're looking at this on paper, point your phone’s camera at the appropriate QR code and tap the link that appears.

Follow the instructions on the website exactly, in particular setting the age of the child.
We recommend you set the device not to allow any apps or games to be installed without your permission.
Protect your settings with a strong password that is not known to the child.
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Parent Help for Primary School Maths — Free Course
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Kingston Adult Education, as part of Kingston Council, is running Maths for Parents: Primary
a FREE 6-week course specifically designed to help primary Sehiael Kigths
. . . Want to support your child with
school parents and carers to better support their children with their maths schootwonc?
KS1 and KS2 maths. Our next course takes place in January. Join our G course

Browse & book online: www.kingston.gov.uk/adulteducation
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See our full range of courses at wekingsion. oo ukladulcducation


http://www.kingston.gov.uk/adulteducation

Community News

Do you need help with your annual winter Fuel Bills?

Richmond upon Thames residents with low earnings and in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible for assistance
with fuel costs over the winter period. The Fuel Grant Scheme is open until Friday 17 January 2025 to allow low-
income households to apply for assistance with their fuel costs.

Zip Card Applications now open

TfL have reopened applications for Zip photocards after the recent cyber attack.

You can now apply for Zip photocards for ages 5-10, 11-15 and 16+ at Free and discounted travel

TfL services will continue to accept expired 5-10 and 11-15 Zip photocards until 31 December 2024. After that date
customers will need a valid pass. Please make sure you apply in time as the Post Office is often busier around
Christmas. The last posting dates is 18 December

Final Thought...
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.richmond.gov.uk%2Ffuel_grants%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101939c7e44f1-47d60ee0-4c7b-43a0-ba88-209ee24d02dd-000000/ykImA83_JKrcRMsOlp1XmI3ShfWmpj5qwm91vnOwjUo=382
https://tfl.gov.uk/fares/free-and-discounted-travel?intcmp=54647

