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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

6th December 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

It was fantastic to see so many of you at the Christmas Fair on Sunday. Despite the rain, it was an amazing event and
was extremely well organised. | wanted to express my thanks to the PTA and all the volunteers who made this
possible. Thank you for all your support.

Today, Year 6 were very proud to represent the school at an ‘Advent Carol Service’ at Southwark Cathedral. The

singing was really moving. Well done Year 6!

We are now in the season of Advent and are preparing for Christmas. I’'m looking forward to the Nativity play next

week and the Carol Service, in the church, the week after.

Thank you for your continued support.
Have a great weekend.
Mr M Brannigan

Prayer of the Week

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is Your
greatest gift to us.

He is a sign of Your love.
Help us walk in that love
during the weeks of Advent,
as we wait and prepare
for His coming.

We pray in the name of
Jesus, our Saviour.
Amen.




Pupil of the Week

Reception — Finn Gaine for making excellent progress since he started school and for always working hard in phonics
Year 1 — Eran Tighe — for settling in so well and for making such a great start

Year 2 - Bosha Liu — for showing great enthusiasm and focus in all her learning

Year 3 - Whole Class for behaving so impeccably at our Stone Age Workshop at Fulham Palace

Year 4 — Olivia Davis — for showing dedication and perseverance in all her work

Year 5 — Freddie Ennis for hard work all week!

Year 6 — The Whole Class for their participation in the Advent Service at Southwark Cathedral

School Diary Dates

Sunday 8™ December — St Mary Magdalen’s Church Craft Fair

Monday 9" December — KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10.15am (dress rehearsal)
Wednesday 11" December — KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10am (second performance)
Thursday 12" December — Y3-4 Basketball at Christs (selected students)
Thursday 12" December — Y2 Workshop - Crossing Continents

Friday 13" December — Y5-Y6 Netball Match vs Barnes School (selected students)
Friday 13" December — Fundraising organised by the pupil chaplains

Monday 16" December — Y1 Trip to Mortlake Green

Tuesday 17" December — Year 5 — 6 Swimming Gala Trials (selected students)
Wednesday 18" December — Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 18™ December — KS2 Christmas Carol Service

Thursday 19" December — Christmas Class Parties

Friday 20" December — End of term, school closes at 1pm

Monday 6% January — INSET day, school closed

Tuesday 7% January - First day of Spring Term

PTA Diary Dates

December 8" — Carol Singing 4pm-6pm

December 13" — Reception Cake Sale

December 17" — Pantomime Emperor’s New Clothes
December 19" - Christmas movie night 3.20-5.15pm
December 20%" - Mufti Day Christmas Jumper

School News

Parent Talk — Year 2

Thank you to Mr Maalouf for visiting our Year 2 class and
talking to them about his job and inspiring our children to
talk about what they might want to do in the future.




Trip to Fulham Palace — Year 3

On Wednesday, Year 3 went back in time (6000 years) on a trip to Fulham Palace. They looked at how the River
Thames was used for transportation and survival during the Stone Age. They then created their own settlements,
foraged for food, decorated the camp, and set animal traps just as people from the Mesolithic Stone Age. This
exciting workshop also allowed the children to handle real artefacts found by archaeologists thought to have been
used during the Stone Age on this specific site. What a wonderful way to finish our Stone Age topic!

Year 6 Shop Till You Drop

Our Year 6 class reprised their money-making skills from the Christmas Fair, to sell more of their wares at the ‘Shop
Till You Drop’ event at school on Wednesday afternoon. The Year 6 pupils had been provided with ‘seed’ money to
develop their business ideas and put these into place by attempting to make profits for the school fund. We are
waiting for the accountants to calculate which group made the most profit!




Festive Bakes — Year 5

This week Year 5 enjoyed designing festive biscuits in Design and Technology. Under the guidance of Mrs Black they
eagerly rolled up their sleeves, mixed ingredients, and baked delicious biscuits from scratch. The children had a
wonderful time learning about the baking process and utilising skills including measuring, weighing, mixing and
teamwork to compete their finished product.

Sports Update

This week pupils from Year 3 and Year 2 competed in some round robin football matches. We had three teams so our
teams had to show patience and leadership on and off the pitch. We are all very proud of them!!

Pupils from Year 4 — 6 participated in a Pokemon football cup and the boys’ and girls’ football teams had matches
against Barnes Primary, with the girls winning their game.

Well done to all those taking part in the football events this week.

Potential New pupils

Do you have friends who send their children to a fee paying primary school and are worrying about how they will
afford it when they have to start paying VAT in January? If so we can help!

There are currently a limited number of vacancies through the school into which we could welcome children from
other schools. So please, if you know parents who are worrying about this, actively recommend St Mary Magdalen’s
to them.

As a Catholic school for children of all faiths and none they can be assured that their children will be warmly
welcomed and supported in adjusting to a new school. It will also be an opportunity for parents to become part of
our wider community.

We would be very happy to discuss opportunities with any parents considering their options and to give them a tour
of our lovely school. They should be encouraged to contact the school directly on 020 8876 6679 or via email
admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk in the first instance.



mailto:admin@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk

Junior Choir

Fr Adrian has asked if the Junior Choir could sing at the Church Christmas Market on December 8th at 12
noon. Please could your child arrive at the church by 11.55 ready to perform at 12 noon. They should wear
Christmassy and/or sparkly clothes and are free to explore the market before and after the performance (which

should take 20 minutes at most).

Open Morning/Days — School Admission 2025-2026

We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of
a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our last
scheduled open day is Tuesday 7th January 2025 - 9.30-10.30am. Please click here to book a place

Parent and Local Volunteers

We are always grateful to our parents and any other volunteers who come into the school to give up their time. If
you know of anyone retired or has spare time on their hands who would like to volunteer, please encourage them to
email the School Office or come in person and speak to us.

TRUST

Richmond Music Trust

Richmond Music Trust has some additional spaces for guitar lessons \ ‘ 'stgnulp
available from January 2025, suitable for years 3-6. '

Guitar Lessons

Please apply via the fO”OWIng link - Are you interested in learning guitar?
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn- RMT Lessons are available at your schools
with-us/apply-now/ " Ponce s sk bbbl

Perfect for children in Year 3 onwards!

70% reduction in fees available for those
in receipt of certain benefits

For more information & to apply, go to:
www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk
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Our festive drawing AT Christmas Drawing Competition — supported by Carter Jonas

competition is for them!

4

Local Estate Agent Carter Jonas, who have supported our school for
many years, are running a drawing competition for the children this
Christmas. There will be lots of prizes and £500 towards the school’s
arts department.

Big Thank you, Carter Jonas!

For more information, please scan the QR bar code attached or
R Carter Jonas contact Carter Jonas directly.

https://www.carterjonas.co.uk/estate-agents/london/barnes



https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9
https://www.carterjonas.co.uk/estate-agents/london/barnes
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn-with-us/apply-now/
https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/tuition/learn-with-us/apply-now/

News from the PTA

Christmas Movie Night

Tickets are available on SCOPAY! The selected movie is HOME ALONE! The ticket includes a hotdog, popcorn, and hot
chocolate. :)

Christmas Fair

We want to say a massive thank you to everyone in the school community for helping to make the Christmas Fair
such a wonderful event. Despite the wind and rain (again!), everyone came out to support and enjoy the day.

Thank you to everyone for all the mufti donations in the lead-up, all your help on the day, and for signing up for your
class stalls. The fair could not work without this. Also, thank you for coming out and taking part despite the weather.

We must say a special thank you to a lot of people who went above and beyond to make the fair a success.

Gemma Neilson (Year 4) for providing the best sausages and bacon from Wells Farm Foods. Holly Copeland
(reception) for doing a two hour round trip to collect the delicious soup from Natoora and all her help on the day. Our
fabulous prize collecting team - Gandiimaa Oyunchimeg (Year 3) Natalia Jones (Reception) Katie Edgar (Year 2 and
Reception) Adelina Romeo (Year 4 and 2) and Charlotte Smith (year 3) who pounded the local pavements and sent
multiple emails on the hunt for fab prizes and the wheel of fortune and they excelled. Christina Incocciati (year 1) and
Laura Fairburn (year 1) for donating raffle prizes, Barney Miller (year 3) for putting up all the gazebos early on
Saturday morning and for his calming presence! Amy and Glyn Wallis Jones (Year 3 and Year 1) for all they do always
and for decorating the Christmas trees with Maya El Khoury (year 3) so beautifully. Alison Young (year 4 and 2) and
Jane Vorster (year 1) for loaning their Christmas trees, Sophia Acari and Gemma O'Reilly (year 5 and 6) for the best
grotto in town and Chris Adamson (year 5), Pete Young (year 4 and 2) and Grandad Brian Lelliott (year 2) for the most
important job in the grotto. Dan Davis (reception and year 4)for overseeing the bar and the best Irish coffees, Suzy
(year 4) for her help in the kitchen, Gabi Pawslick (year 4 and 2) for all her help and Father Adrian for calling the raffle
Lastly all the table carriers and clearer uppers, sorry if we miss some of you but Simon and Clare Lynch(year 4 and
2)Andrew and Fran Mummery(year 5) Tad Blonski (year 3) Justin Edgar (year 2 and reception)Tim Wadie (year 3) and
Mark Sponsler (year 5 and 2) and not forgetting Abigail Sponsler (year 5) for being the best young helper, we could
not have done it without you all.

This fair we raised a fantastic £5,006.89. It was such a massive team effort from everybody, we really do have the
best school community.

The money raised from the fair goes towards the ongoing funding for NS Sport and the Art and French lessons at
school. We have also funded a new Christmas Tree for the school to enjoy, as the old one was damaged by flooding,
crackers and treats for the school Christmas lunch and treats for the class Christmas parties coming up soon. The PTA
has also funded a panto for all the children to enjoy in school on the 17th of December.

Thank you again to everyone who helped make the fair happen.

Lucy, Jemma, Donghee, Fran, Sonica, Itzel, Adelina, Katie and Carlos
St Mary Magdalen's Catholic Primary School PTA



Parent Information/Workshops

Child Mind Institute — Positive Parenting

The Child Mind Institute has published this article around the use of positive attention and praise, and the impact it
can have on children's behaviour.

RUILS workshop - Anxiety
Wednesday 11th December, 10.30am

RUILs will be running an online workshop "Managing Stress, Anxiety, and Meltdown in Children with SEND"
with trainer Helen Eaton MSc, PGSE, BA. This session is funded for parents and carers of young people with additional
needs in Richmond and Hounslow boroughs. Places are free of charge and can be booked using this link.

Anxiety is a natural response to many situations. We experience it through our thoughts, feelings and

physical symptoms. This session will look at what might trigger anxiety in children and teens with additional needs,
how to reduce anxiety and how to better manage it. These workshops are highly recommended for families

of neurodivergent children and those with additional needs.

Community News

Do you need help with your annual winter Fuel Bills?

Richmond upon Thames residents with low earnings and in receipt of certain benefits may be eligible for assistance
with fuel costs over the winter period. The Fuel Grant Scheme is open until Friday 17 January 2025 to allow low-
income households to apply for assistance with their fuel costs.

@
Christmas | .
St Mary Magdalen’s Church Christmas Craft Fair
Market This promises to be a wonderful event for all the community

with a wide variety of stalls selling bespoke gifts for Christmas
sunday 8 Dec. and raising money for the Church. Throughout the day we will
10 amto 2 pm have a café selling refreshments, including mulled wine and
3 Allare welcome = Real Christmas Trees.
‘eee“ come along for
¢ Christmas Bargains We look forward to seeing you on Sunday 8th December
Mulled Wine & Hot Food 10am- 2pm. Christmas Trees for sale from 9am.

( ) )
61 North Worple Way S / / Mortlake SW14 8PR



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-stress-anxiety-and-meltdowns-in-children-with-send-tickets-1056693862789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.richmond.gov.uk%2Ffuel_grants%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101939c7e44f1-47d60ee0-4c7b-43a0-ba88-209ee24d02dd-000000/ykImA83_JKrcRMsOlp1XmI3ShfWmpj5qwm91vnOwjUo=382

Final thought .....
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5by 5 rule

If it's not gonna matter
in 5 years, don't spend

more than 5 minutes
being upset by it.



