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ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

28th November 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week was exceptionally busy. As you know we had our CSI Inspection on Wednesday and Thursday. As always,
the children and staff were fantastic. | would also like to thank all the parents for their amazing support this week. St
Mary Magdalen’s is truly a very special place.

Currently the CSI Report is being quality assured so we are not allowed to share the result until that process has
finished. We hope that the report will be finalised just before Christmas. I'll keep you informed.

I’'m sure I'll see many of you at the Christmas Fair on Sunday.
Thank you for your continued support.

Have a great weekend,

Best wishes
Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

The Whole School — for working so well this week whilst we had our visitors in school. All our children were
courteous, with warm, welcoming smiles and were great ambassadors for the school.

School Diary Dates

Tuesday 3™ December — Reception 2025-26 Open Day 2pm

Tuesday 3™ December — Y4-Y5-Y6 Pokémon Cup Football Tournament (selected students)
Wednesday 4™ December — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace Museum

Wednesday 4™ December — Shop Till you Drop 1.30pm

Thursday 5" December — Y3 Boys Football at Ham (selected students)

Friday 6" December — Y6 Advent Service St George’s Cathedral

Friday 6" December — Fundraising organised by the pupil chaplains — wear something related to your class Catholic
Social Teaching Principle

Sunday 8™ December — St Mary Magdalen’s Church Craft Fair

Monday 9" December — KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10.15am (dress rehearsal)

Wednesday 11" December — KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10am (second performance)
Thursday 12" December — Y3-4 Basketball at Christs (selected students)

Thursday 12" December — Y2 Workshop - Crossing Continents

Friday 13" December — Y5-Y6 Netball Match vs Barnes School (selected students)

Friday 13" December — Fundraising organised by the pupil chaplains.

Tuesday 17" December — Swimming Gala Trials

Wednesday 18™ December — Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 18™ December — KS2 Christmas Carol Service

Thursday 19*" December — Christmas Class Parties

Friday 20" December — End of term, school closes at 1pm



School Calendar and Term Dates

Please click the link below to view the new school calendar on our website. It will keep you up to date with
school events.

SMM School Calendar

Also, click the link for term dates for 2025-2026.

Term Dates 2025-2026

PTA Diary Dates

December 1° - Christmas Fair, from 11am-3pm
December 8" — Carol Singing 4pm-6pm

December 13" — Reception Cake Sale

December 17" — Pantomime Emperor’s New Clothes
December 19%" - Christmas movie night

December 20" - Mufti Day

School News

Sports Update

Year 5 Squash and Real Tennis at The Queen’s Club W4

Year 5 enjoyed the opportunity to learn how to play
squash and real tennis at the Queen's Club on 26th
November. Real tennis is the original racquet sport from
which the modern game of tennis (also called "lawn
tennis") is derived. There are just 45 active real tennis
courts in the world and we got to play on one of them!

Year 1 & 2 Tag Rugby at Rosslyn Park

Year 1 and 2 girls took part in an all-girls tag rugby event at Rosslyn Park last week. They had a
great time and they all played amazingly. Well done!


https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/
file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/01%20Administration%20General%20and%20Reception/2024-2025/Term%20Dates/Term%20Dates/25-26/Term%20Dates%202025-2026.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_racquet_sports
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennis

Whole School Collection of New Christmas Gifts for the Catholic Children’s Society

A reminder that we are collecting donations of new Christmas gifts for children, such as new toys or books, to
give to the Catholic Children’s Society for distribution this Christmas. Year 6 will deliver our collection of new
gifts for children on behalf of the whole school when they take part in the Advent Service at St George
Cathedral. The deadline to bring in a gift is Tuesday 3rd December. Please leave any gifts with the School
Office.

Junior Choir

The presence of the Junior Choir is requested at the School Christmas Fair on Sunday, December 1st. The choir will
be singing carols in the playground at 2pm. Please could your child arrive in the playground by 1:55 ready to perform
at 2pm. They should wear Christmassy and/or sparkly clothes and are free to explore the fair before and after the
performance (which should take 20 minutes at most).

Then, one week later, Fr Adrian has asked that the Junior Choir sing at the Church Christmas Market on December 8th
at 12 noon. Again, please could your child arrive at the church by 11.55 ready to perform at 12 noon. Again, they
should wear Christmassy and/or sparkly clothes and are free to explore the market before and after the performance
(which should take 20 minutes at most).

Clean Air and School Streets

We want everyone to feel our streets are spaces where they can breathe clean air, travel around safely and feel
connected to the local community. One way we achieve this is our School Streets, which prioritise pedestrians and
cyclists on roads outside schools at school start and finish times. If you do use your vehicle to drop off or collect your
child, we would politely remind you to be considerate of your parking and avoid any unnecessary engine idling. This
supports active travel by making it safer and easier for children and their families to walk, cycle or scoot, while also
reducing local traffic congestion which improves air quality. Thank you for your continued support.

Christmas Drawing Competition — supported by Carter Jonas
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' P m——— Local Estate Agent Carter Jonas, who have supported our
4 Do your e ones love | . . e
= A Y eveati 9 = school for many years, are running a drawing competition
§ 1° 9e reqhve: for the children this Christmas. There will be lots of prizes

Our festive drawing :

competition is for them! = ' and £500 towards the school’s arts department.

Big Thank you, Carter Jonas!

For more information, please scan the QR bar code
attached or contact Carter Jonas directly.

Simply submit a photo of their drawing
or painting of a home dressed for the
holiday season.

https://www.carterjonas.co.uk/estate-agents/london/barnes



https://www.carterjonas.co.uk/estate-agents/london/barnes

Open Morning/Days — School Admission 2025-2026
We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of

a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our
scheduled open days are as follows. Please click here to book a place

Tuesday 3rd December 2024 — 2.00-3.00pm
Tuesday 7th January 2025 —9.30-10.30am

News from the PTA

Christmas Fair - Sunday 1st December 11 am -3 pm

We can’t wait to welcome everyone to this year’s Christmas Fair! Please bring friends, family, and neighbours—
everyone is welcome. We will have bubble tea, a kids' inflatable, the famous Wheel of Fortune, great raffle prizes,
and so much more!

Christmas Movie Night

Tickets are now available on SCOPAY! The chosen movie is HOME ALONE! The ticket includes a hotdog, popcorn, and
hot chocolate. :)

Athena Beauty Mortlake

Serina at Athena Beauty has generously offered a fantastic deal to \THIENA

all mummies at St Mary Magdalene! . ‘BeauTy saLon

Please see flyer attached.
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of ALL TREATMENTS EXCLUSIVELY FOR ALL
50% MARY MAG MUMMIES ONLY FROM
9:30 AM TO 2:30 PM (MON-FRI)

EYEBROWS THREADING
LASHLIFTS
EYELASH EXTENTION
EYEBROW & EYELASH TINTING
FACIAL WAXING
FULL BODY WAXING
LASER HAIR REMOVAL
FACIALS
MASSAGE
NAILS

VALID TILL: 20TH DECEMBER 2024

Parent Information/Workshops

Support for families

We would like to draw your attention to some useful links of support available for families during this time:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/cost-of-living/get-help-with-the-cost-of-living/



https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/cost-of-living/get-help-with-the-cost-of-living/

RUILS workshop - Anxiety
Wednesday 11th December, 10.30am

RUILs will be running an online workshop "Managing Stress, Anxiety, and Meltdown in Children with SEND"
with trainer Helen Eaton MSc, PGSE, BA. This session is funded for parents and carers of young people with additional
needs in Richmond and Hounslow boroughs. Places are free of charge and can be booked using

Anxiety is a natural response to many situations. We experience it through our thoughts, feelings and

physical symptoms. This session will look at what might trigger anxiety in children and teens with additional needs,
how to reduce anxiety and how to better manage it. These workshops are highly recommended for families

of neurodivergent children and those with additional needs.

Community News

-
Christmas | .
St Mary Magdalen’s Church Christmas Craft Fair
Market This promises to be a wonderful event for all the community

with a wide variety of stalls selling bespoke gifts for Christmas
sunday 8 Dec' and raising money for the Church. Throughout the day we will
10 amto Z pm have a café selling refreshments, including mulled wine and
All are welcome ~ Real Christmas Trees.
‘eee“ come along for
¥ Christmas Bargains We look forward to seeing you on Sunday 8th December
Mulled Wine & Hot Food 10am- 2pm. Christmas Trees for sale from 9am.

en’s ‘Mystery Bags’

61 North Worple Way \ox—=/ Mortlake SW14 8PR

The Met Policy Annual Christmas Tree Appeal

This year, the Metropolitan Police are supporting the Childhood Trust as their Christmas Tree Appeal charity
partners. Your donation will enable The Childhood Trust’s work to alleviate the impact of child poverty
across the capital, focusing on improving children’s safety and wellbeing at home and in the community.

https://childhoodtrust.enthuse.com/cf/metchristmastreeappeal2024



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-stress-anxiety-and-meltdowns-in-children-with-send-tickets-1056693862789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.childhoodtrust.org.uk/
https://childhoodtrust.enthuse.com/cf/metchristmastreeappeal2024

CAFOD Nativity Fun Run

You can be part of CAFOD’s Nativity Fun Run on Clapham
Common on Saturday 7th December. Run 5k or simply enjoy
our festive activities. Whether you’re a seasoned runner, a
casual walker, or you're just looking for a fun way to get into
the festive spirit, the Nativity Fun Run is perfect for you.
Participants of all ages are welcome, and festive attire is
strongly encouraged.

Tickets cost £12 for adults, £6 for children and £22 for families.

https://cafod.org.uk/news/events/nativity-fun-run

Final thought ..........

be «ind to YOUus

MIND

do what you LOVE - have FUN with friends
be NTIVE - ELERRATE what makes - you

SPEQAL - EAT healthy - take a REAK - connect
with others -give your TIE - help ‘out

SWRE a smile ~ NG - QVE a hand - SEEP
do things B¢ and small -be UNIQUE - feel

totally free to Bf JLLY - gigale & LAUGH

W W



https://cafod.org.uk/news/events/nativity-fun-run

