by

ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

15t November 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
November is the month of Remembrance. We think of those who have lost and continue to lose their lives in wars.
We also think of the faithful departed and remember them in our prayers during this special month. A two minute

silence, was held on Remembrance Day and all the children were impeccably well behaved and showed great respect.

On Friday, the PTA organised ‘Crazy Hair’ Mufti day and there were many outstanding styles displayed in each class.
Well done everyone!

We held our fourth open event for prospective new parents this week. It has been great to see so many parents keen
to look around our school.

Thank you for your support.
Have a good weekend.

Mr M Brannigan

Pupil of the Week

Reception —James Copland — for showing lots of enthusiasm for his work and for always trying his best

Year 1 — Isabelle Wickham — for fantastic writing

Year 2 — Gabriel Hart - for always setting a superb example in both his attitude to learning and his behaviour
Year 3 — Harry Smith — for fantastic achievements this week in English and also in bench-ball

Year 4 — Olly Brooker — For showing great improvements in handwriting and contributing very well to class
discussions

Year 5 — Nico Arcari - for fantastic improvements in handwriting and presentation of work

Year 6 — Kairo Nguyen — for working especially hard this week across the curriculum, especially in Maths

School Diary Dates

Monday 18" November — Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace Museum

Monday 18" November — Reception Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am
Wednesday 20" November — Y5-6 Netball at Sheen Mount (11 students)

Friday 22" November — Y5-6 Richmond Borough Cross-Country (10 students)

Friday 22" November — Y2 Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am

Friday 22" November — Y1-Y2 Tag Rugby Rosslyn Park (10 students)

Monday 25" November — Y1 Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am

Tuesday 26" November — Y5 Trip Squash/Real Tennis Outreach Day at the Queen’s Club



School Diary Dates — continued

Wednesday 27" November — Reception Workshop - The Quest for Weather and Seasons
Wednesday 27™" November — Y5-6 Boys Football

Tuesday 3" December — Reception 2025-26 Open Day 2pm
Wednesday 4™ December — Y3 Trip Fulham Palace Museum
Thursday 5™ December — Y3 Boys Football at Ham (6 students)
Friday 61 December — Y6 Advent Service St George’s Cathedral
Thursday 12t December — Y3-4 Basketball at Christs (10 students)

School Calendar and Term Dates

Please click the link below to view the new school calendar on our website. It will keep you up to
date with school events.

SMM School Calendar

Also, click the link for term dates for 2025-2026.

Term Dates 2025-2026

PTA Diary Dates

Friday 22" November — House colours in exchange for house colour items, to make up hampers for raffle
Friday 29" November — Pyjama day in exchange for the chocolate tombola

December 1st - Christmas Fair, from 11 pm to 3 pm.

December 8th - Carol Singing 4pm-6pm

December 14th - Santa run TBC

Thursday, December 19th - Christmas movie night

Friday 20™ December - Mufti Day

School News

Open Morning/Days — School Admission 2025-2026

We are pleased to announce a series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They
will consist of a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior
leadership team. Our scheduled open days are as follows. Please click here to book a place.

Tuesday 3rd December 2024 — 2.00-3.00pm
Tuesday 7th January 2025 —9.30-10.30am


https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/
file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/01%20Administration%20General%20and%20Reception/2024-2025/Term%20Dates/Term%20Dates/25-26/Term%20Dates%202025-2026.pdf
https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9

Music Workshop

On Wednesday, Year 5 and the 6 Year choir participated in a fantastic music workshop hosted by St Paul’s
School as part of the Barnes Music Festival. The workshop was weaved around historical events including
the Great Fire of London and significant historical figures including Samuel Pepys and King Charles Il. The

children practised singing in canon, followed by group work where they created rhythms and melodies for
phrases based on the Coronation of King Charles Il. They had a brilliant time performing their music; some
groups included an interesting fanfare to complete their piece of music.

Sports Update

Basketball Y5 and Y6

This week Year 5 and 6 took part in a basketball
tournament at Christ’s school and year 3 and 4 girls
won a tag rugby tournament at Rosslyn Park. Well
done to all who participated!

Rugby Y3 and Y4

Today Year 3 and Year 4 girls participated in Rosslyn
Park’s first ever girls only tag rugby tournament. They
displayed excellent teamwork skills being assertive
with passing and finding space on the pitch to score
many tries, winning most of their matches. The
tagging skills were also equally impressive resulting in
Mary Mags as the overall winners of the tournament!
Many thanks to the parents who came to help and
support the girls.




St Mary Magdalen’s Alumni

We are excited to announce the launch of an alumni for St Mary Magdalen's, aimed at keeping former
pupils, past parents, past and present staff and Governors in touch with one another and enabling them to
retain a connection to the School.

We would be delighted to hear what our Alumni are up to. The school has a long history and we know that
our children have gone on to have a wide range of roles, careers and responsibilities, and we would love to
hear from former students to help inspire our children. We also hope to arrange special events in the future
for our Alumni to return to St Mary Magdalen’s and remember where it all began.

If you are or know a former student, member of staff or governor who would be interested in receiving
updates from the school, or sharing their story then please ask them to contact us via the email below so
we can reconnect.

alumni@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
http://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/about/alumni/

We look forward to hearing from you!

Crazy Hair Day

We have had a lovely day looking at all of the student’s crazy hair. The PTA donated a fabulous prize
for the best hair for today, which was given to Callie and Bonnie in Year 1 | | \\ 3 ; sl -

and Reception for their fabulous hairdos.



mailto:alumni@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
http://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/about/alumni/

PTA Christmas Poster

Congratulations to both Amelia and Emilia in Year 6 for winning the PTAs Christmas poster competition.
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News from the PTA

Christmas Fair - Sunday 1st December 11 am -3 pm

The PTA have kindly been offered a donation of soup from Natoora Organic for the Christmas Fair,
however, we would need a volunteer to collect the soup from Natoora on Friday 29th November between
9am-5pm.

The address is: Natoora, Unit 6-8, Discovery Business Park, St James Road, London, SE16 4RA
The most direct route avoids the congestion zone!

If you would be able to help please message us at smmptacontact@gmail.com or what's app at
07721096914 asap.

Sign up sheet

The Christmas fair is a major fundraiser for the school, and it cannot happen without the help of parents.
We would greatly appreciate your support on the day of the event. Please sign up to volunteer. You can find
the sign-up sheet for your class in the WhatsApp group. Thank you!

Christmas Movie Night

Tickets for the Christmas Movie Night will soon be on sale. The chosen movie is HOME ALONE! Movie nights
are very popular, and the children have a great time. Hot dogs, popcorn and hot chocolate will be served.
Save the date!!

Parent Information/Workshops

Mastering Numbers

We will be holding a series of parent workshops about the Mastering number project for our early year groups this
month. The main session will involve you working with your child to create and play a selection of maths games. We
feel this workshop will be a great benefit in supporting your child with maths at home

The aims of the session are:
Share with you some of the things your child will be learning in school.
Improve your confidence in helping your child with maths.
Create some games and activities for use at home.
Share with you the home learning activities.

A google form to confirm your attendance has been sent to you directly by email.

Family Lives Parenting Courses

Being a parent has never been easy. There are no manuals for it, and previous generations may not be able
to provide the insight you're looking for. The family unit is more dispersed than ever, with some families
existing hundreds of miles from what may be called a 'core unit'. The result is that many parents may find
themselves lost in a maelstrom of contradictory advice. Family Lives has produced a series of online
parenting courses, to make this challenge a little easier. If interested please follow the link below:

https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses



mailto:smmptacontact@gmail.com
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses

Community News

Robin Hood Pantomine — Relaxed Performance

The Arts Centre, Hounslow is proud to present a special relaxed performance of Robin Hood, designed to
create a welcoming and comfortable environment for everyone. With softer lighting, gentler sound, and a
relaxed atmosphere where moving around and making noise is okay, this performance is ideal for those
with sensory sensitivities or anyone who prefers a more laid-back theatre experience.

To book please contact box office by phone 020 7947 9263 or email hello@theatremanagement.co.uk

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/theartscentrehounslow/robin-hood-relaxed-performance/e-mezaex

The Fulham Palace
Festive Light Display

The Fulham Palace Festive Light Display
at Fulham Palace
28 November until the 22 December
5pm-9pm

Immerse yourself in the festive spirit and experience the
magic of the festive season at Fulham Palace Park’s
Illumination Garden Trail.

www.londonilluminatedlights.co.uk



mailto:hello@theatremanagement.co.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/theartscentrehounslow/robin-hood-relaxed-performance/e-mezaex
http://www.londonilluminatedlights.co.uk/

