
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
8th November 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back. I hope everyone had a wonderful half term break. The first week back has been a busy one. 
On Wednesday, Year 4 led our All Saints & Souls Mass, in the church with Father Adrian. Well done Year 4, 
you did a great job!  
 
A very moving and poignant Remembrance Assembly was performed by Year 6 on Friday morning. Thank 
you, Year 6 - you were all brilliant! 
 
Have a good weekend, thank you for your continued support. 
Mr M Brannigan 
 
Pupil of the Week 
 

Reception – Izabela Bieniek – for showing lots of interest in our Diwali topic. 
Year 1 – Lucy Wallis-Jones – for excellent effort this week 
Year 2 – Ava Thistleton – for working really hard across the curriculum and being a helpful member of the 
class. 
Year 3 – Emily Ogura - for her outstanding listening skills, positive attitude, and dedication to her work.   
Year 4 – Amelia Pawlik - For her dedication to improving her handwriting and overall presentation in all of 
her books. 
Year 5 – Andrew Lee – for hard work and great outcomes in Maths lessons.  
Year 6 – Rose Thistleton – for the effort and positivity she has shown this week. 
 
School Diary Dates 

 
Wednesday 13th November – Y5-6 Girls Football at NPL 
Wednesday 13th November – Y5 (and year 6 choir) Barnes Music Festival Workshop 
Thursday 14th November – Y5-6 Basketball at Christ’s School  
Friday 15th November – Parents’ Open Day Reception at 9.30am  
Friday 15th November – Y3-4 Girls Tag Rugby Tournament at Rosslyn Park  
Monday 18th November – Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace Museum 
Monday 18th November – Reception Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am 
Wednesday 20th November – Y5-6 Girls’ Football Tournament at NPL (Reserve date) 
Friday 22nd November – Y5-6 Richmond Borough Cross-Country (10 students) 
Friday 22nd November – Y2 Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am 
Monday 25th November – Y1 Parent Workshop Mastering Numbers at 9am 
Tuesday 26th November – Y5 Trip Squash/Real Tennis Outreach Day at Queens  
Wednesday 27th November – Y5-6 Boys Football  
 



 
 
 
School Calendar and Term Dates 
 
Please click the link below to view the new school calendar on our website. It will keep you up to 
date with school events. 
 
SMM School Calendar 

Also, click the link for term dates for 2025-2026. 
 
Term Dates 2025-2026 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

Friday 15th November – Crazy hair day in exchange for bottles for bottle tombola 
Friday 22nd November – House colours in exchange for house colour items, to make up hampers for raffle 
Friday 29th November – Pyjama day in exchange for the chocolate tombola 
December 1st - Christmas Fair, from 11 pm to 3 pm. 
December 8th - Carol Singing 4pm-6pm 
December 14th - Santa run TBC 
Thursday, December 19th -   Christmas movie night 
Friday 20th December - Mufti Day  
 

School News 

 
Open Morning/Days – School Admission 2025-2026 

 
We are pleased to announce a series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They 
will consist of a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior 
leadership team. Our scheduled open days are as follows. Please click here to book a place.  
  
Friday 15th November 2024 – 9.30-10.30am 
Tuesday 3rd December 2024 – 2.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 – 9.30-10.30am 
 

St Mary Magdalen’s Alumni 
 
We are excited to announce the launch of an alumni for St Mary Magdalen's, aimed at keeping former 
pupils and their families in touch with one another, staff and the school once they have moved on. If you 
know families that used to attend the school (it doesn't matter when they left, if they still live nearby or 
have moved further away) please encourage them to contact –  
Gemma O'Reilly - g.o'reilly.pta@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk with their details so they can be kept 
up to date with future plans. We'd also love to hear from former teachers too! 
 
 
 
 

https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/
file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/01%20Administration%20General%20and%20Reception/2024-2025/Term%20Dates/Term%20Dates/25-26/Term%20Dates%202025-2026.pdf
https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9


 
 
 
STARS School Travel Plan – Gold Award 
 
TfL Travel for Life is an accreditation programme supporting the next generation of Londoners to travel towards a 
brighter, safer and more sustainable future. 
 
St Mary Magdalen's School gained yet another Transport for London Gold  STARS travel award in October 
2024 after previously receiving the award in October 2018. STARS – Sustainable Travel: Active, Responsible, 
Safe – is an accreditation scheme for schools, nurseries and colleges by Transport for London to inspire 
young Londoners to travel sustainably, actively, responsibly and safely. In doing this, STARS empowers 
children and improves the safety and wellbeing of the whole community. It also encourages active travel 
behaviour and improves the environment around the school.  
 
Thank you, pupils and parents 

 

 

 

Sports Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 and 6 Cross Country 
On Wednesday Year 5 and Year 6 children took part in the Cross Country Trials. It was a lovely event for 
them to be part of. They said that it was really exciting but also quite tiring! Congratulations to all those 
who took part.  
 
 
 

 

Year 3 Girls’ Football 
Well done to our Year 3 Girls’ Football 
team that participated in a 
tournament. They all played amazingly 
and won every game without 
conceding a goal and everyone scoring 
at least once. Well done! 
 
 

 

https://stars.tfl.gov.uk/


 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winter Uniform  
 
As we start a new term, we would like to take the opportunity to revisit the uniform expectations. Uniform 
is an important part of our school’s identity. It reinforces who we are as a community and helps allow 
students to feel pride in their school.  The uniform policy is available on the website.  
 
 

News from the PTA 

Christmas Fair - Sunday 1st December 11 am -3 pm 

Thank you to those who have signed up to help. However, we are still looking for one or two people 
to assist with prize distribution and collection. Please see the form here if you would like to sign up.  

 

Parent Information/Workshops 
 
Mastering Numbers  
 
We will be holding a series of parent workshops about the Mastering number project for our early year groups later 
this month. The main session will involve you working with your child to create and play a selection of maths games. 
We feel this workshop will be a great benefit in supporting your child with maths at home 
 
The aims of the session are: 
·       Share with you some of the things your child will be learning in school. 
·       Improve your confidence in helping your child with maths. 
·       Create some games and activities for use at home. 
·       Share with you the home learning activities. 
 
A google form to confirm your attendance has been sent to you directly by email. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 5 and 6 Girls Tag Rugby 
 
Year 5 and 6 girls took part in an all-girls tag 
rugby tournament at Rosslyn Park on Friday. 
They played four games, winning all four – 
winning the tournament overall! 
 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfXuBMQwq3DdHZBQC9aJYkRyvoAnfe0EZVF9W9vqrozB-og-A%2Fviewform%3Fvc%3D0%26c%3D0%26w%3D1%26flr%3D0&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a056b9783774cfa92aa08dcf451add8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638653878854134243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KqeV9MQE41bu8SDsEH4VPVw359k3n1SkI6aS4v4gi6k%3D&reserved=0


Free Adult English Language Classes  
 
Richmond EAL Friendship Group, a local charity has 
secured funding to provide free informal English 
classes to adults. An informal ‘open morning’ will take 
place in Mortlake Hall on the 23rd November, between 
10am and 12pm and classes will start on 6th 
November. For more information on their charity 
please visit their website: https://richmondeal.org.uk/
  
 

 
AfC Parenting Courses 

Please see link below for a range of courses for parents -  

https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-

advice-and-courses  

 
Community Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all writers! Exciting borough competition opens with prizes to be won! 
 
To support the school's focus on writing this year, we are promoting Arts Richmond's Young Writers' Festival 2024-25. 
Their competition is open to all who live or go to school in the borough. They are offering a fantastic chance to 
showcase your writing skills in any form: stories, poems, plays, song lyrics etc. 
 
The theme for this year's competition is 'changes' and this can be interpreted in any way you choose!  
 
The rules are:  
 

• Maximum of 500 words or 25 lines for a poem 

• Deadline is Friday 6th December 2024 

• All entries must be typed (handwritten entries will be  
disqualified) 

• Strictly one entry per writer 

• Do not write your name on your piece (or it will be disqualified) 

• Age categories are: 'Year 4 and under' and 'Years 5 and 6' 
 
Arts Richmond Young Writers Festival 
ETNA Community Centre Room 21, 13 Rosslyn Road, Twickenham, TW1 2AR. 
Or email: YWentries@artsrichmond.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://richmondeal.org.uk/
https://richmondeal.org.uk/
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses
https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/community-information/information-and-advice/parenting-support/parenting-advice-and-courses
mailto:YWentries@artsrichmond.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

        

 

The Fulham Palace Festive Light Display 
at Fulham Palace 

28 November until the 22 December 
5pm-9pm 

 
Immerse yourself in the festive spirit and experience the magic 

of the festive season at Fulham Palace Park’s Illumination 
Garden Trail. 

                  www.londonilluminatedlights.co.uk 

http://www.londonilluminatedlights.co.uk/

