
ST MARY MAGDALEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

 
22nd November 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Wow, it has been really cold this week! It feels like winter has suddenly arrived and that Christmas is just around the 
corner. 
 
Earlier in the week, Year 1 visited Fulham Palace and attended a toy making workshop and made their own peg dolls. 
The children also did various other activities and explored the grounds and met the palace chickens! Well done Year 1 
for your superb behaviour. Many thanks to the staff and parent volunteers for making this visit possible. 
 
Also this week the school has been holding NCETM Mastering Number parent workshops.  The attendance has been 
brilliant and parents found it really worthwhile. Many thanks to the teachers for organising these workshops. 
 
On Wednesday, Father Adrian and Mr Brannigan were invited to ‘Shop Till You Drop’ Dragon’s Den style 
Presentations. Each Year 6 team created a money making project and were looking for a £20 investment for their 
Christmas Stall. The presentations were very impressive and each group managed to answer questions from the 
‘Dragons’ and secure the funding. We look forward to the Christmas Fayre, to see what Year 6 can do. Well done Year 
6! 
 
Christmas has a come a little early for Reception - I’ve just bought the children a new ‘mud kitchen’ it’s been really 
popular this week. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
Best wishes 
Mr M Brannigan 
 

 

Prayer of the Week 
 

In November we remember. 
We remember those who lost their lives and 

made sacrifices so that we can live freely. 
We think of those who still live in places 

where there is war and we pray for peace. 
We remember those we have loved and lost and 

we pray for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Pupil of the Week 
 
Reception – Elsie Edgar – for working hard in our creative area this week to make her own backpack, showing 
perseverance, inspiring others and teaching her friends how to make their own backpack too.  
Year 1 – Senuritha Jayasooriya – for excellent effort in all her work. 
Year 2 – Mason Doci - for always offering to lend a hand to teachers and friends and always taking part in class 
activities and discussions 
Year 3 – Olive Carter-Smith - for consistently demonstrating excellent listening skills and always being ready to follow 
instructions. 
Year 4 – Elina Whitmore – for her dedication and focus in class. 
Year 5 – JP Dowell – for hard word, focus and determination to do his very best every day. 
Year 6 – Morena Kodra – for excellent contributions in RE and English this week, with impressive vocabulary choices. 

 
School Diary Dates 

 
Monday 25th November – Y1 Parent Workshop Mastering Number at 9am 
Tuesday 26th November – Y5 Trip Squash/Real Tennis Outreach Day at the Queen’s Club  
Wednesday 27th November – Reception Workshop - The Quest for Weather and Seasons 
Wednesday 27th November – Y5-6 Boys Football Tournament at NPL (selected students) 
Tuesday 3rd December – Reception 2025-26 Open Day 2pm 
Wednesday 4th December – Y3 Trip Fulham Palace Museum  
Thursday 5th December – Y3 Boys Football at Ham (selected students) 
Friday 6th December – Y6 Advent Service St George’s Cathedral 
Friday 6th December – Fundraising organised by the pupil chaplains – wear something related to your class Catholic 
Social Teaching Principle 
Monday 9th December – KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10.15am 
Wednesday 11th December – KS1 Nativity led by Y2 at 10am  
Thursday 12th December – Y3-4 Basketball at Christs (selected students) 
Thursday 12th December – Y2 Workshop - Crossing Continents  
Friday 13th December – Fundraising organised by the pupil chaplains. 
 

School Calendar and Term Dates 
 
Please click the link below to view the new school calendar on our website. It will keep you up to date with 
school events. 

 
SMM School Calendar 

Also, click the link for term dates for 2025-2026. 
 

Term Dates 2025-2026 
 

PTA Diary Dates 

Friday 29th November – Pyjama day in exchange for the chocolate tombola 
December 1st - Christmas Fair, from 11 pm to 3 pm. 
December 8th - Carol Singing 4pm-6pm 
Thursday, December 19th - Christmas movie night 
Friday 20th December - Mufti Day  
 

https://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/calendar/
file://///SMM-vDATA01/office$/Admin%20Documents/01%20Administration%20General%20and%20Reception/2024-2025/Term%20Dates/Term%20Dates/25-26/Term%20Dates%202025-2026.pdf


School News 

Sports Update 

Year 5 and 6 Richmond Borough Cross Country 

Today, Year 5&6 distance runners competed at the borough cross country competition for the first time in recent 
years, in perfect cross country conditions. With over 100 participants in each race (girls and boys), our athletes put in 
strong performances to complete the course and our Year 5s looks forward to returning next year! 

 

 

Hall Curtains 

Many thanks to former pupil and current parent Gemma O'Reilly and her family company, CJR Contracts, for 

repairing our school hall's curtain tracks and replacing them with a sophisticated cord operated system. CJR 

Contracts have supplied our school with hall curtains for decades now! 

 

Whole School Collection of New Christmas Gifts for the Catholic Children’s Society 

We are collecting donations of new Christmas gifts for children, such as new toys or books, to give to the 
Catholic Children’s Society for distribution this Christmas.  Year 6 will deliver our collection of new gifts for 

children on behalf of the whole school when they take part in the Advent Service at St George Cathedral.  
The deadline to bring in a gift is Tuesday 3rd December. Please leave any gifts with the front office. 

Junior Choir 
 
The presence of the Junior Choir is requested at the School Christmas Fair on December 1st.  The choir will be singing 
carols in the playground at 2pm.  Please could your child arrive in the playground by 1:55 ready to perform at 2pm. 
They should wear Christmassy and/or sparkly clothes and are free to explore the fair before and after the 
performance (which should take 20 minutes at most). 

 
Then, one week later, Fr Adrian has asked that the Junior Choir sing at the Church Christmas Market on December 8th 
at 12 noon.  Again, please could your child arrive at the church by 11.55 ready to perform at 12 noon.  Again, they 
should wear Christmassy and/or sparkly clothes and are free to explore the market before and after the performance 
(which should take 20 minutes at most). 

 
Open Morning/Days – School Admission 2025-2026 
 
We are pleased to continue our series of open morning/days for parents and carers to visit the school. They consist of 
a tour of the school, followed by a talk by the Headteacher and a member of the senior leadership team. Our 
scheduled open days are as follows.  Please click here to book a place  

 
Tuesday 3rd December 2024 – 2.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 – 9.30-10.30am 

https://forms.gle/L4VpZf12F83nR89H9


 

St Mary Magdalen’s Alumni 
 
Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in being part of our Alumni Association. If you are, or know a 
former student, member of staff or governor who would be interested in receiving updates from the school, or 
sharing their story then please ask them to contact us via the email below so we can reconnect.  
 

alumni@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
http://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/about/alumni/  
 
Colder Weather 
 
As the temperature has dropped considerably this week, please make sure the children come to school wearing 
(named) school jumpers, cardigans, fleeces and coats. 

 
Dropping off and Pick Up Arrangements 
  
A reminder that all children should enter the school grounds through the playground gate entrance which is opened 
at 8.35am. Adults should stay with their child(ren) in the playground until they see that they have gone into the 
school building. Adults must not enter the school building with their child. Please leave the school site in good 
time once you have dropped off or picked up. 
  
If you want to speak with your child’s teacher or if you have a message for the school, you must do so via the School 
Office situated on Worple Street. All visitors must sign in and wear a visitor’s badge for the duration of their visit.  

  
Late Pick ups 
  
End of day collection from school is equally as important for a child as punctual arrival to school in the morning. Not 
being collected on time can affect a child’s emotional well-being. Please make sure you make every effort to pick your 
child(ren) up from school on time at 3.20pm. If you are running late, please ensure you make alternative 
arrangements and inform the School Office by 3pm.  
 
Church Christmas Market – 8th December 
 
St Mary Magdalen Parish Christmas Market will take place from 10am to 2pm on Sunday 8th December - join us for 
children's toys and gifts, hot food and real Christmas trees on sale.  The St Mary Magdalen’s School choir will be 
singing carols at 12 noon! 

 

News from the PTA 

Christmas Fair - Sunday 1st December 11 am -3 pm 
  
Sign up sheet - The Christmas fair is a major fundraiser for the school, and it cannot happen without the help of 
parents. We would greatly appreciate your support on the day of the event. Please sign up to volunteer. You can find 
the sign-up sheet for your class in the WhatsApp group. Thank you! 
 
Christmas Movie Night  
 
Tickets are now available on SCOPAY! The chosen movie is HOME ALONE! The ticket includes a hotdog, popcorn, and 
hot chocolate.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:alumni@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk
http://www.st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk/about/alumni/


 
 
Raffle Tickets  
 
Raffle tickets were sent home with your child yesterday. Please fill them out and return them with the cash in the 
provided envelope, and return to school. There are some great prizes to win!  

  

Parent Information/Workshops 
 
RUILS workshop - Anxiety 
Wednesday 11th December, 10.30am 
  
RUILs will be running an online workshop "Managing Stress, Anxiety, and Meltdown in Children with SEND" 
with trainer Helen Eaton MSc, PGSE, BA. This session is funded for parents and carers of young people with additional 
needs in Richmond and Hounslow boroughs. Places are free of charge and can be booked using this link. 
 
Anxiety is a natural response to many situations. We experience it through our thoughts, feelings and 
physical symptoms. This session will look at what might trigger anxiety in children and teens with additional needs, 
how to reduce anxiety and how to better manage it. These workshops are highly recommended for families 
of neurodivergent children and those with additional needs. 
 

Family Lives Parenting Courses 
 

Being a parent has never been easy. There are no manuals for it, and previous generations may not be able 
to provide the insight you're looking for. The family unit is more dispersed than ever, with some families 
existing hundreds of miles from what may be called a 'core unit'. The result is that many parents may find 
themselves lost in a maelstrom of contradictory advice. Family Lives has produced a series of online 
parenting courses, to make this challenge a little easier. If interested please follow the link below:  
 
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses 
 
Safeguarding  
 
A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns about a child, please contact the school’s DSL and refer to the 
school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policy. If you feel a child may be in danger, you may contact the SPA 
directly on the number below or the police.  
 
Key contacts:  
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):  
Wendy Burns 020 8876 6679 
w.burns@st-marymagdalens.richmond.sch.uk  
 
Single Point of Access (SPA):  
020 8547 5008 Out of hours: 020 8770 5000  
 
Local Authority Designated Officer:  
020 8891 7370/ 07774 332675  
lado@achievingforchildren.org.uk  
 
If a child is in immediate danger, the police should be contacted on 999. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-stress-anxiety-and-meltdowns-in-children-with-send-tickets-1056693862789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses


 
 
Community News 
 
St Mary Magdalen’s Church Christmas Craft Fair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robin Hood Pantomine – Relaxed Performance 
 
The Arts Centre, Hounslow is proud to present a special relaxed performance of Robin Hood, designed to 
create a welcoming and comfortable environment for everyone. With softer lighting, gentler sound, and a 
relaxed atmosphere where moving around and making noise is okay, this performance is ideal for those 
with sensory sensitivities or anyone who prefers a more laid-back theatre experience.  
 
To book please contact box office by phone 020 7947 9263 or email hello@theatremanagement.co.uk  
 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/theartscentrehounslow/robin-hood-relaxed-performance/e-mezaex  
 

 

St Mary Magdalen’s Church Christmas Craft Fair promises 
to be a wonderful event for all the community with a 
wide variety of stalls selling bespoke gifts for Christmas 
and raising money for the Church. Throughout the day we 
will have a café selling refreshments, including mulled 
wine and Real Christmas Trees. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Sunday 8th December 
10am- 2pm. Christmas Trees for sale from 9am.  
 

 

 
CAFOD Nativity Fun Run 
 
You can be part of CAFOD’s Nativity Fun Run on Clapham 
Common on Saturday 7th December. Run 5k or simply enjoy 
our festive activities. Whether you’re a seasoned runner, a 
casual walker, or you’re just looking for a fun way to get into 
the festive spirit, the Nativity Fun Run is perfect for you. 
Participants of all ages are welcome, and festive attire is 
strongly encouraged.  
 
Tickets cost £12 for adults, £6 for children and £22 for families.  
 
https://cafod.org.uk/news/events/nativity-fun-run 

mailto:hello@theatremanagement.co.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/theartscentrehounslow/robin-hood-relaxed-performance/e-mezaex
https://cafod.org.uk/news/events/nativity-fun-run

