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Friday 8th January 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
I was incredibly sad not to welcome all children back to school on Monday and to hear that the 
school will be closed, to most pupils, until at least half term. However, given the severity of the 
situation, both locally and nationally, I am sure that this is the best way for us to keep our 
community safe and well. Whilst this is not a situation that we would have wished for, we did have 
in place plans for this eventuality and I am incredibly grateful to our staff who got straight to work 
putting these into action once we heard the news last Wednesday evening. I can tell from the calls 
and emails we have received that you have noticed the qualitative difference in our online offer 
and this is down to their flexibility, hard work and dedication. 
 
I am thrilled that the live lessons are also helping more children to engage with home schooling 
and I am so proud of the children and how they are adapting. The vast majority of pupils are 
attending lessons or watching recordings and uploading their work. This is testament not only to 
their hard work but to the tremendous efforts that you as parents are putting in despite all the 
demands you have on your time and energy. 
 
The different nature of our online learning reflects the feedback we received following the last 
lockdown and is also indicative of the change in government guidance. The expectation now is 
that all schools provide high quality remote learning and that pupils access it daily and submit 
work. Whilst I know this will be hard for many of you to manage as you juggle work, family and 
school, we know from our prior experience that maintaining a routine, attending lessons and 
handing in work will help the children to make the best possible academic progress and to sustain 
the learning behaviours and attitudes they will need when they return to school. 
 
As such, I would ask that wherever possible, your child attends live lessons or watches the 
recordings and then uploads their work to Google classroom (instructions of how to do this are 
attached). Work handed in by 4pm will be marked that day. We understand this may not be 
possible and work submitted after this time will be marked at the end of the following day. Our 
youngest children will be finding this particularly challenging and I know they will require a lot of 
adult supervision, so rest assured that we understand if these children do not upload work for 
every lesson. If you are finding it too much for your child, I would suggest that you focus on the 
English, maths and phonics, and then decide if they are able to do any additional tasks.  
 
I am also aware that every child and every family is different and that many of you may be facing 
circumstances which make this challenge even more difficult. We pride ourselves on knowing our 
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children and our families and we will be contacting the few families who are not accessing Google 
classroom to see how we can support them and their children. 
 
I want for all of us to remain positive but I feel we have to recognise that, particularly with the new 
strain, it is likely that this level of remote learning and our on-site provision may not be maintained 
throughout the period to half term. As part of our on-site provision, currently 33-45 pupils are on 
site each day in their year group bubbles. We are happy to provide this vital service but I am sure 
we are all conscious of the fact that despite our stringent risk assessment, this inevitably increases 
the likelihood of transmission for everyone involved. As a small school, if teachers become sick, 
we will not be able to provide live lessons and may have to use Oak Academy as we did in the 
summer term. If this does happen, we will try to ensure that there are still daily opportunities for 
pupils to ask questions and be supported with their work. Thank you in advance for your 
understanding and for all that you are doing to keep our community safe and well. To help us to be 
more secure in the consistency of our offer, I would urge you to sign the petition to be debated in 
parliament this Monday seeking to prioritise teachers, school and childcare staff for the Covid-19 
vaccination https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/554316.  
 
Whilst the expectations on all of us and the circumstances we are in have changed since we were 
last in this situation, one thing remains the same: the well-being of our children and our community 
is our number one priority. Every Friday, we will be providing well-being activities for pupils to 
access inside and outside school. These are optional and will give you the opportunity to catch up 
on work or just to take a break.  
 
The news of the vaccine brings much hope that we will not be in this situation indefinitely. 
However, I am sure that the uncertainty and pressures of lockdown, coupled with the many 
personal challenges people are facing may make this a particularly difficult time for some of you 
and your children. Please remember we are all in this together and, as a community, we want to 
do all we can to support our children and their families. Please let us know if you need help or 
reassurance. Any information will be handled with the utmost confidentiality.   
 
Thank you for your continued support and please know that you and your children are in my 
thoughts and prayers. I look forward to when we will be able to be together again in the not too 
distant future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Catherine Hughes 
Headteacher 
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